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- cAlan °Rosenthal

Editorial

The zine you sems before you now i3 the resuls of over five
years of vrocrastinetion. I didn't enter into fsndom with the
knowledge thet I must one dsy, eventuslly, publish a zine;
rather that ides was instilled by various members of the fan
grouo thet I was 1in,

As time went by, I discovered all sorts of interesting
things; collstion varties where nothing got done, argumsnts in

. orint more vicious thsn anything I had yet seen. Despite this,
most of these vneonle had something really important to say in
their zines; back then, I didn't even have anything important to
say to myself. _

As 1 came to know more veople in fandom, the idea of publishing
a fanzine became more important. By this time, however, most of
the veople I knew werse discontinuing their fanzines and dropping
out of fendom. At the same time, the quality of the still extant
fanzines began to droo.

Now, most of the new zines I see are either media or
computer/gsming oriented; there are not many fanzines left that
can provoke any resl thought (let alone anger) in their readers.
This zine i3 a result of this dearth of materisl; it also stems
from the fact that I now have something to say, and I am
damn well going to sey 1it.

Whatever the case, I will probably get more demnation than
vreise over this, but if it rouses soms of you from your collective
snathy, then it will heve been worth it., Fandom dosen't have to
be so bloody sedstes, :

Oh, yes... the nams, When I'm tired, my eyesight sometimes
nlsys weird tricks on me. Just after my December exams were over,
I wes dining with Cathy in a8 local eatery of ill repute. An
item on the menu read 'Our Csrefully Selectsd Pure Besfburgers'.
However, the word "selected" wass not the word I saw... This event
caused some lasughter at the time, and later on, when we were
thinking over what tc name the Agvirgd YMIAg zine, the event
nooped back into my mind along with the asssociated misquote., And
the name fit. '

I owe a great deal of thanks to several people, especially
Taral Wayne and Phil Paine, who have been encouraging me to
publish for five LONG years... (It's coming out real soon now, eh?)
Finelly, special the&nks to my co-editor and best friend,

Cathy Crockett, a perfect combination of beauty and intelligence,

without whose constant radggirdg encouragement this zine would
never have been published, :

_u.
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Editorial

Why the hell would I want to put out a zine? Why
shouldn't I do & zine? {Why do I have to answer a question

with 8 question? Why not?)

Actuslly,I don't think it ever occurred to me not to
publish a zine. Everyone else was planning to vublish, too.
{Last I hesrd, they're still planning to oublish something,
which is still due out Tanl soon now!) For me, "resl soon now"
has errived;Aoril lst, st thst.

I suovose it would be nermissible for me to regasle you
with tales of the amusing things that happened while putting
this zine together. However (nrobably to your infinite relief)
nothing cute occurred. Tyning is not amusing. Nor is layout.
(Not after the first three pages, snywey). And phone bills

‘really eren't. Why sm I enjoying this?

Whatever the twisted ressons, I'm gled this is out.

I can once again face my contributors. (Who, Lord knows
why, were brave enough to subject their mesterisl to my tender
mercies for inclusion in they-knew-not-what). '

Thank you. Roldo,Peter,Devid, Andre,... snd to Alan, who
is to blame for this zine ever getting finished.

Now for soms editor's business:

(#cackle*) ) '

Next ish will be out at the end of May. The asbsolute
Tfinsl desdline is May 15th (somehow this sounds familisr...)

We'll hsve s lettercol and will list zines received.




Soviet Deep Space Activities

Andre Lieven

In the last decade plsnetary probes have been much in the -
news, what with the spectacular photography of Jupiter and Saturn,
as well as penorsmes of the surface of Mars. All this certainly
proves that deep space technology has come of age. But all these
"spece events" have been performed by Americen spacecraft. What
of the other ms jor svace power, the USSR? For that matter, what
kind of results were sttained in the very early days of the
Space Aga?

In the mid 1950's, the US sstellite program was in a muddle,
g3 the civilian VANGUARD nroject was underway, vplus sach branch
of the armed forces wsgs developoing missiles that could be used
ss lsunchers. Since the USSR had -slrsady created a spacific branch,
the Streteglec Rocket Forces, which would be in charge of all Soviet
rocket vrogrems, this problem did not exist. Thus, when the 5S-6
ICEM first flew, on August 31,1057, its availability as a satellite
lsunch vehicle was esteblished. So, two months later, SPUTNIK I
went into orbit, and was followed by SPUTNIK II, before ths yesar
wes out, :

The first US attemnt, on December 6, 1657, with a VANGUARD
Test Vehicle, fsiled when the rocket blew up st an altitude of six
inches. But, on January 31, 1658, the US Army JUPITER C rocket
leunched EXPLORER 1, and the US had finally joined in on the Space
Race.

The USSR wes not to be outdone; that year SPUTKIK III was
orbited, weighing 1327 kg. EXPLORER 1 was only 14 kg., and pun
VANGUARD 1 is (as it's still in orbit, the oldest one up there% ]
mere 1.5 kg. The welght of SPUTNIK IXI indicated that the Soviet
lsuncher should be able to launch out of Earth orbit as well.

However, the first four lunar sttempts were American, all
in 1958, All failed, having balky upver steges, and the first
one blew up before dropping the first atage.

In 1959, three US and three Soviet probes stood poised for
the Moon. In chronological order, COSMIC ROCKET 1 (USSR) missed
the Moon by 7400 km, then PIONEER I, {USA) missed the Moon by
60,000 km, then Atlas—Able I (USA} blew up on the pad, then
COSMIC ROCKET II hit the Moon on September 1i, 1959. On the second
anniversary of SPUTNIK I, COSMIC ROCKET II1I was launched, and
when it passed around the fsrside of the Moon, it took several
vhotographs. To round out the year, the US Atless-Able blew up
forty-five seconds into flight.

We now leave the province of the Moon, as the first attempts.
at the planets began in 1960. As the USSR led in Earth orbit,
and the Moon, so they did in the first planetary attempts. Mars
was the terget, The first probe was launched on the 10th of
October, the second on the 1lLth. However, the new upper stage
failed to perform, as its fuel-feed turbopumps were not up to
the job of moving weightless fuel.

—6-
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Around October 21st to 2ith (the information is still sketchy),
a third attempt was made. The rocket falled to jgnite, and the
gantry crew was sent out to examinre the rocket without offloading
the fuel. It exploded, killing most of the crew. The launch
staff, in the control bunker, survived.

Undsunted, the USSR made two attempts towards Venus in 1961.
The first one failed to leave parking orbit, and was dubbed SPUTKIK 7.
The next day, February 5, SPUTNIK 8 went up, and from orbit fired
VENERA 1. The craft worked well until, halfway to Venus, radio
contact was lost. Long range trackirg indicated that the probe
passed close to Venus. X .

In 1962, the problems continued. Three US Lunar probes failed..
Three Soviet attempts at Venus got nowhere = all the craft remained
in Earth orblt. The upper stages falled. Sirilar problems struck
two of three attempts at Mars. The one craft that overceme those
problems, MARS I, got underway on the 1st of November, but radio
contact was lost when halfway to Mars. The culprit 1s belleved
to have bsen a micro-meteorite, which ceused the craft to tumble,
so that it lost its 'lock' on the Earth. .

The US was more fortunate with their first attempts.

MARINER 1's booster went off course, but MARINER 2 got to Venus
arriving on December 14, 1962.

1963 rust have been a year of reflection for both space
agencies. The US launched nothing, not even to the Moon, and the
USSR tested deep svace systems in Earth orbit en .COSMOS 21.

In 1964,the attempts began anew. Two Sovliet probes wers
1aunched for Venus. ZOND I made it out of Earth orbit,but its
transmitter refused to work. November saw three lsunches; two
US.MARINERS, of which MARINER L got to Mars, with ZOND II two days
behind it. But ZOND II lost its power supply in flight.

The US took a rest in 1965; not so the USSR. But luck was
sti1l not with them. Three craft were leaunched for Venus. One
aidn't make it out of Earth orbit {(desmn turbopumps?!), and the
other two stopped transmitting before they reached the planet.

The telemetry crews were unhappy, but not so the ballistics
teams. VENERA 2 mads a closer flyby than the MARINER 2 craft
did, and VENERA 3 dld better. It hit the planet, and thus became
the first Esrth spacecraft to contact another planet.

In 1966 everyone took a break, but 1967 was busier. Two
Soviet probes, and one from the U3, were all lesunched for Venus.
One of the Soviet probes didn't meke it out of Earth orbit, but
VENERA ) and MARINER 5 practically paced each other to Venus. The
VENERA I, landing cepsule entered the planet's atmosphere and
transmitted down to 24 km above ghe surface, At that altitude,
it recorded a temperature of 280°€. The next day, October 20th,
MARINER § flew within 4000 km of Venus, and confirmed those findings.

1968 was snother year of rest for the planets, as the race
for the Moon was in full gear. 1969 saw a return to She planets,
as the US lsunched MARINERS 6 and 7 to fly-by Mars. They both
made it, although a battery on MARINER 7 exploded in flight, and
17% of the spacecraft's telemetry was lost. The USSR alsc launched
one craft for Mars, but it never made it to Earth orbit. But the
two launched for Venus, VENERAS 5 and 6, both virtually repeated
the flight of VENERA L. Their landing capsules transmitted
data from the atmosphere of Venus, ’



But the eventusl goal was to soft-land, and in 1970,

VENERA 7 did Jjust that. It transmitted from the surface for 23
minutes, before the dense atmosphere and heat destroyed the lander,
Another Soviet first, the first-ever soft landing on another
plenet. The first such accomplishment for the US was still six
years away. A second Soviet probe to Venus suffered the still-
recurring problem of the failure of the engines that boosted it

out of Earth orbit.

1971 was the year for Mars, and both nations were ready.
Three Soviet, and two US probes were readied. One Soviet probe
remained in Earth orbit, and MARINER 8's lsuncher didn't even
get it thet far. But MARS 2, 3, and MARINER 9 gll headed for Mars.
All three made orbit, In addition, the two Soviet craft ceme
equipped with landers. But the MARS 2 lender crashed, and the
fate of the MARS 3 lender wes even more frustrating. It landed
safely, switched on 1ts TV camera, and twenty seconds after that,
the transmission ceased altogether. To come so far, with the
first successful soft landing ever on Mars, and then to suffer
such 8 failure, was indeed agonising.

Sti1l, the orogrems continued. In 1972, two Soviet craft
were launched for Venus. One got stuck in Earth orbit, and was
given the number COSMOS 482. But this was to be the lsst such
failure. VENERA 8 errived st Venus, and made a successful landing,
lasting 50 minutes on the surfsce.

1673 marked s Soviet return to Mars, with four probes
launched. MARS |, and 5 were orbiters only, while MARS 6 and 7
were lsnders carried on a 'bus' module, which would fly-by
the planet after relessing the lander. All four made it to Mars,
and then the problems began, MARS [, failed to oput itaelf into
orbit, racing past the planet. MARS 5 managed this femt, and
began its photography mission. The troubles continued, as the
MARS 6 lander ceased its transmission before reaching the surface.
MARS 7 suffered a worse fate, as the lander missed the planet
by 1L00 km.

Meanwhile, the US MARINER 10 probe was lsunched towards
the end of the year for Mercury via Venus. In spite of many
problems encountered in flight, it wes for the most part successful.

At this point, the USSR Mars program began a re-evaluation,
end deslign work soon began on new types of probes. This has
become a rather lengthy process, as to this date (1/83)
further Soviet probes to Msrs have been launched. -

But the Venus orogram continued apace, and in 19765,

VENERAS 9 ané 10 were launched. Both contalned an orbiter and a
lander, and all four sections functioned perfectly. Each lander
lasted about an hour on the surface, and both sent back TV
pictures of the terrsin. The ground looked volcanic in origin,
littered with bassltic rocks on plains of sand.

As more data came in from successful craft, the interval
between missions was lengthened, and the next probes were to fly
in 1978. Before that, in 1976, the US had launched thelr two
VIKING probes to Mars, which functioned much as VENERAS 9 and 10:
each VIKING contained an orbiter end s lander.



1978 saw a veritable invasion of Venus, as both the US
an¢ the USSR launched two craft., VENERAS 11 and 12 were similar
to the two previcus VENERAS, and again, both were successful.

Tre two US craft were more speciaslised, as PIONEER VENUS 1 was
an orbiter, while PIONEER VENUS 2 was a 'bus' containing four
nrobes to examine the atmosphere. The largest of the four probes
was designed tc land, andé it did, working for 67 minutes. So,
thirteer years after the USSR first did it, a US craft touched
down on Venus.

In 1681, VENERA 13 and 1li arrived at Venus. As the landers
were designed to operate longer on the surfsce then the previous
creft,the orbiter section was replaced by a fly-by bus. An orbit-
er would nct remair ir radio line of sight long enough. The
VENERA 13 lander lasted the longest of all craft there to date:
127 minutes. VENERA 1l came in at just under one hour. But both
fu1fi1led their tasks; s new soil samnle digger was abosrd,and it
cscooned some soil into sn snslysis chasmber. The chamber had to
first chenge the snvironment present, from 89 Earth atmospheres st
hS? C,to 0.05 atrosnheres at 30° ¢. Colour nictures were trans—
mitted as well. : :

"~ If one wera to do an sccounting of sll the nlanetary efforts
of both malor snmsce nowers,seversl trends become visible. First
of all,in the early days,volitics made certszin flights necessary,
and this resulted in fsilures when the technology could not match
the politicsl need. The Soviet explosion of Ottober 1960 was a
direct result ol nressure from Prerier Khrushchev,who desired
rore 'firsts' with which to score provagsnds noints against the
West. Incdeed,this was the nrime motivetion behind the Soviet
manred prograrm in the early 60's,and it resulted in delays there,
too. Ther again,Project Apncllo would not have happened wlthout
that kind of pressure.

Also tlre Soviet determination that characterised their plan-
etery missions is evident., The first Soviet success,in both traj-
sctory end telemetry,came after ten failures,over six years. Sim-
ilarly,the first success at Mars came eleven years after the
first attermct,with eight craft lost along the way. Hed NASA run
irto this many oroblems,Congress would-have cut the budget,having
lost patiernce too quickly.

The wroblerms were twofold:the lsunch vehicle;speclifically
the stage that boosted the probes out of Earth orbit,and long
range teleretry. In the first five yeers,zll fourteen attempts
fniled for one of these two ressons, The lsunch vehicle was, for
811 the Venus shots un to 1972,snd all the Mars shots to 1969, the
A-P-e. This rocket uses the three stages of the A-2,which has
1aunched 211 the Soviet msnned flights. The vroblem with the

vlanetary nrobes was the fourth,or earth-escape (e) stage, Accords
ing to SPACEFLIGHT (put out by the British Internlanetary Society,
nn excellert grouvn. They've besn sround since the Thirties.),this
stage 1s but twe meters in length and diemeter,with a single
1iouid fuelled engine. It must have driven the engirneers crazy
when this stage fsiled agsin and agein. But the problems were ev=
entunlly workecd out;this four stage rocket continues to lesunch
ccrsats.



But a&s the vayloasds grew,the D class launcher was used. The
speciflc versiorn used is the D-1-E,whlch is sirilar in concept to
the A~2-e,ss It slso has four stages, 'But unlike the A series,
vhich has four strep on englnes as the first stage,the D has six,
for a take-coff thrust of 3.3 million pounds,whick is twice that
of the US Ssturn I-B. Interestingly,thils rocket wher equiped with
thaet same two meter long 'e' stage thet gave sc much trouble in
the Sixties vplenet flights,is the stendard Sovist launcher for
zeasynchronous satellites (D-1~f=e).

Use of the D much improved launch reliability. Of the twenty
six A-2-e's used in the planetary program,fully eleven had fourth
stage fallures. Plus, four others never made it into orbit. So
the rocxet falled in thirteen out of twentysix tries. But of the
thirteen probes launched by the D,only one suffered & fourth stage
failure, '

Telemetry has been the other major stumbling block. It falled
on all six of the spacecraft that got out of Eerth orbit,up to
1946, Bui it wes solved faster, ss it hasn't been a real problem
since. The short lifetimes df Venus landers are due to the extreme
surface conditions,asfter all.,

So,it can be sald that the USSR nlanetary orogram has,if
nothing else,more vigor than its American countervart. To date,
the "'SSR has made thirtynine lsunch attempts,while the US,coun-
ting the four Junlter craft,hes made only eighteen. The very
lenghtny teething troubles that the Soviets suffered are now be~
nind ther,and guite a bit can be expected in the futurs, Announce-
ments have slready been made,thet the two 1985 VENERA 'buses'
will continue to Halley's Comet the next year. This ovrior announ—
cemant is o1so a new feature for the Soviets. They usually say
little about s flight until it's underway.

A scheduled exvneriment for those lenders is a hizgh-altitude
instrumrmasnted balloon,with 8 vrolected lifetime of one week{before
it's destroyed by the corrosive atmosphere), In comparison, the
only nrojected US flight,the Venus 1maging-radar oprobe,has been
cdeferred. For the moment,Venus is -'Soviet territory',and a return
to Mars cegnnot be far away.,
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Qrescenf Toogs & Chromosomes

The Genetics of Ly canthropy”

By David Szablowski

In the DM's Guide, lycanthrooy is referred to ss a disease.

It must be sn infectiouns diseese, becsuse it c»n be passed from one
victim to snother. The Monster Menual, however, indicates that
were—crestures csn reoroduce. Assuring that the varents do not meul
their young, how do the offsoring contract lycanthrooy?

This could be exnlsined if lycanthrony were not only en
ipfactious disesse but slso en hereditary one. Therefore, when =a
eresture is seriously wounded by sn infected were-creature, the
digease invades the eells of the victim's body end changes the genes
in his chromatin network so the victim becomes a lycenthrove.
Obwviously this is & long and cornlicated nrocess and it exnlsins
the 7-1; dsy delay before the disease is established. If beth a
eresture's narents are lycanthrones of the ssme tyoe, there is
100% chance thet he/she will eslso be a lycenthrone, since their
genes determine their offsoring's cheracteristics.

(Those of you who still remember your grade 10 biology
can skip this next bit.)

Genes are either dominent or recessive. or exemple, the gene
for brown eye colour is dominent, while the gene for blue eye
colour is recessive. Therefore, if you have one gene for brown
eves and one for blue, you will have brown eyes, because the
brown gene dominastes the blue. Two Dbrown eye genes will naturally
produce brown eyes; while two blue eye genes will produce blue eyes.

Let 'E' revoresent the gene for BROWN eyes (which is dominant) .

Let 'e' represent the gene for BLUE eyes (which is recessive).

If a father is 'ee' (Blue eyed) and the mother is 'Ze'! (brown
syed) the following will occur:

FATHER (ee)
Gemetesh e

MOTHER (Ee) E Ee (brown) Ee {brown)
e ee (blue) ee (blue)

3

50% of the offsoring wlll have blue eyes (ee) and 50% will
heve brown eyes (Re), but will s%i1l be ¢erriers of blue eye
zenes (e).

#%gch narent forms two gametes (snother word for ovs or
epepm——gae Snerm Wars) with one of the genes in each gamete.

~12-
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Now let 'n' represent the gene for lycenthrony, which is
recessive end let 'N' renresent the -gene for non-lycanthropy (the
norm). If & lycenthrove (nn) mates s normel human (NN):

FATHTR (NN)

Gemetes 1 N
MOTHER [nn) n Nn Nn
n Nn Nn

The results are normal seeming ch ldren who sre csrriers of
lycanthrony. These children will &1l live normal lives (sssuming
Mommy doesan't run back to the woods on all fours) because the 'N!
gene dominates.

If, however, two cerriers mste:
FATHER (Nn)

Gametes N n
TOTHRER (Nn) X NN Nn
n Nn nn

the results are one normal, two cerriers snd one lycsnthrove!
Thus & child with two earriers as varents has a 25% chance of being
born a lvesnthrope, Use s similer chart to see what hapnens when
a lycanthrope (NN) and a cerrier (Nn) mete. Interesting?

If two different types of lycanthrops meet, we have » whole
different bmll ga®e. Assuming this is possible, the offspring
could either be & carrier of both forms of lycanthropy or, more
likely, still~born. No DM¥ in his right mind would wsnt wererst—
bears running eround in a campaign. It shculd slso be stressed
thet the chance of two different types of lycanthrope desiring to
mate would be very low st best.

On the other slde of the colm, wolves can be effected by

lycanthropy and become wolweres. These crestures could easily mete
with normel wolves, ss they would be strongsr and cleverer than
their competitors. Thus there are slso wolves that are slso car—
riers of lycanthropy.

This raises some interesting questions. Are certain roysl
femilies carriers? (See Fritz Leiber's The Swords of Lankhmar
for insvirstion). Can & twelfth level patriarch cure s three day
old bouncing baby werebosr? Were wolweres the vroduct of were—
wolves meting with normsl wolves, or were werewolves created by
wolweres meting with humans? Could chsracters be cerriers of the
diserse? (It would certsinly be distressing for s ranger to
have a baby werewolf as & child.) The list goes on.

Still, lycenthropy is not ss common a8 these cherts seem
to indicate. Not many neonle are corriers snd even fewer are
true lycanthropes. After e1l, werersts tend to get sttacked & lot
by sangry townsneovle with silver wsapons. Then again, who's to
ssy how genetics work in s fantssy universe? This is simply a
eredible exnlanation of lycanthropy in our own mundsne terms.:
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And Then There Were None. . . : Alan Rosenthol

At fannish vwarties,weird conversstions seem to be the norm
{indeed, I wouldn't hsve it sny other way!). At s recent party,
however, I became involved in & conversation which I found very
disturbing.

I was telking wlth two of my friends when I overheard the
vhrases "k111 retio" and "megadeaths'. As this was varticularly
gruesome #d¥er PEY 4 BELUEY I wendered over to gee whaet the
conversstion was about.

Two neonle wesring military ocutfits were discussing the
nossiblae aftermath of 2 nuclaer war. This tovie, although not
ona of mv favourites, 1s one uron which 1 sm knowledgesble {indeed
I wish I was not) sc I went over snd began to talk with them. After
discussing the consequences of various nuclesr 'devices' being
drorped on downtown Toronto, the conversstion turned to what
civilisstion would be like after & nucleer wsr. I ar of the
oninion thet there will not bs enough survivors of this war to
keep any civilisetion going, exceot nossibly on & loecal, agrsarian
basis. )

When I voiced these oninions, I was greeted with 2 mixture
of astonishment snd outrage. They were desd set esgainst my
conjecture thet the peonls who were vecourized in the firat flash
would be the lucky ohes. Their vision of 1ife sfter the bombs
fell was one where civilisation, slthough frezmentary, had not
quite been completely destroyed., The only thing that would save
the remnants of civilisation (save from whet, I wes never told) would
be leerdershin in the forr of roving bands of mercenaries keeping
the surviving ocopulsce in order. And who would constitute these
roving bands of mercenaries? Why, they would, of course!

After 8ll, they were beginning to prenare now, snd woulad
hpve 8 large Jumn on 811 the other surv1vorq.

" A bove 811", ssid one of the men, "we are realists”, as he
vulled a hnndful of Smerties out from the grenade cannister of
his costume.

As a retionel huran being, I was very unset over this whole
incident. There were millions of peovle, who during the Cold War
dug bomb shelters in their bsckysrds snd stockpiled them with
food snd weter, horing to seve themselves and their femilies from
death. None of these neonle, however, to my knowledge were actuslly
looking forwerd to s nuclesr war to release them from the
boredo™ of their jobs and enable them to don militsry regslis
and weasvonry and then lord it over the other survivors by right
of superior arms! Fantasies of vower are one thing, but when
somebody's power trip steos over the massed graves of the entire
humen rsce... A

In the timre since, these peovle have become far more svident,
both at narties and at conventions. A vsrellel develonment in
the real' world is the invention and incressing vropularity
of the "Nationsl Survivel Ceme.'" In this game, participants
are divided un into 2 teams, red end white, Each team has a leader,
and each tesm member hes a gun which shoots & piece of cardboard
material which will stick to the 'victim'. After 2 person is
hit, he is 'desd' for the duratlon of the game. The game itgelf
resembles '"Capture The Flag", a game played routinely at summer
coamps and as part of basic Army trsining. Each teem has a flag

L ]4"



in their 'heedquarters'. The object of the game is to steal the
other teem's flag and bring it back to your own team's head-
gquarters. After the game is over, the 'dead' ere resurrected,

end members of both tesms get together for a beer and a barbeque.
However, in the real world...

The situations described are merely symptoms of a massive
"shift to the right in North American (and World) polities,
which ssdly enough eppears to be affecting fandom. Although
in the pest, fandom has spnesred to be almost completely immune
from general political squsbbling of the left—veraus-right
type, I fear that this is no longer the case.

It seems a pvity that these veople, most of whom are quite
intellizent, don't wake up to the fact that they are goosesteppi
over their own graves... Wouldn't energy spent nlanning for :
survivel snd leedership after a nuclear wer be better put
into vreventing thet nuclesr war fror ever happening?...

LEAE ZEPFY POMFAAYIE BE dAvngdl)




THE VIDEO MENACE

Catherine Crockett

. Televiaion is & menace.

No, I'm not going to go into the timeworn rant that video
violence and lust are corrunting the precious bodily fluids
of our young; I assume the kids have gusrdisns who know where
the "off" switch is.

No, television is a mensce becsuse people take it too
gseriously. They think it's importent,

Everyone from the me2disfen who think sccess to tspes of
Stor Trek is their democretic right, to the slmost-celebrities
who'd do snything, sell mommy to white slsvers, anything, for
five minutes of prime time, give video more credit, no, precedence
then it deserves. Somehow, television has becore wore resl than life.

TV peornle, to meke up for the reletive youth of the mediur,
have worked hard to gsin crediblility. Yet it is the mindless
gerbsge; football, gemeshows, soavs, and the bounce'n'jiggle,
cops 'n'robbers stuff that has cheracterized TV.

The 'serious' programming, news, telking heeds, and
'educstionsl' shows are s fsrce. The 'news’' seems like 1little
more than sports, srson, the locsl pumpkin festivel/winter
cernival/Miss Lackawenna contest, shots of crying femily members
after s rape/murder/fire, who renlly don't nsed » videoccsm
shoved down thelr throasts... and five minutes of serious stuff,
read out of the newspaper. (Verbstim, occasionslly)

Last week wss worse then usual. One could fesst one's eyes
with sportscaster coverage of oven heart gsurgery (I'm almost
sure one of the commentators wss goad ol' boy Howard Eg¥éL¥efy

.Cosell), see closeups of Ken Resd weeping, just after wiping out

on the last race of his career, or, to reelly nlesse the
bresd¢ and circuses crowd, a weltsre case {they aren't people
enywery, eh?) set himself on fire.

I don't reslly think that the crew who kept the tape
rolling, rether than helr the obviously disturbed msen, were
renlly to blsme. The video myqtique dictestes that the videccenr
operetor (operator—yes, he's a slsve cf the rachine, not a man

using & recording tool) keen the tsve running, no metter what.
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In easence, the second hand, the record of sn event is
more important then the reselity of the svent itself.

The newsmen insist that they are doing something importsent,
preserving history for vosterity.

A1l three networks, (the hesds of which would have traded
in their limos for the chance to have & crew in Annistown that
night) oretended to oillory WHMA, ss s pretext to run footsge
of poor Cecil Andrews, writhing in agony (his face was tastefully
blocked out, verhavs 30 we wouldn't be reminded that this wss s
nice Americsn boy, not one of those nspelmed Vietnsmese, who
used to festoon the network news.)

Well boys, whet sbout it? Is it better to save s man,
or get some teve to preserve for posterity?

Remember, timebinding only advanceq civilisetion if there
is some civilisation to advence.



NEWS FLASH!

Omigosh, Ohio:

A ran dressed in a Ronno McDunggo costume flung e brick
through the window of the McDunggo's Fsmily Restaurant at the
intersection of Sth St. and 17th Ave. esrly this morning,
then oroceeded to try to demolish the building with a sledgehsmmer,
shouting "I'l1 give you & bresk, you basterds!"”

Police Tac Squads were rushed in, but sccording to Commander
Able 'Desd-Eye' Baker, "None of the men had the hesrt to shoot. I
mesn, he lcoked just like Ronno."

The terrorist, later identified as Irving Rete, sn unemployed
shoe clerk and part-tire sociologist, tcld reporters thst his
children were "sddicted" to the food and 1iving in a fantasy
brought on by exposure to the restaursnt's advertising
cempaign. He also claimed to have proof that the popular fast
food franchise wes putting ssltpetre in the food as part of a
Government program to stoo teensge promiscuity.

Mr. Rate was detmsined by the authorities for psychistrie
exeringtion.

Ronno MeDunggo waes not svellsble for comment.

-~~By Roldo
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} BAR WARS #1-5
DAMNED:! Jack D. Zastre
ROBIN DOES ggag iigﬁv, Winnipeg, Manitoba
HAVE A 50¢ each + 25¢ postage per order

CUTE ASS..

INSIDE JOKE
Elayne Wechsler
418 Fast Third Avenue,
Roselle, New Jersey 07203
For the usual, trade,
or $1US per ish (monthly)

APALOOSA — K Lfédtivé Fidtidp.. ,
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A Creative Fiction Apa

Bimonthly ma1lings of short
stories, poetry, and art.
Mutual selfecriticism can
help you learn to write.

Chris Nilsson, 535 N. Hayes
Moscow ID 83843

TOO TWISTED TALES #1
Roldo / TOOFE-ARGON
Comix Worx

1232 Downing St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba, RSE 2R7

TWILIGHT ZONE
April, 1983 issue
Article by Bob Hadji
"13 Worst Horror Novels
Of All Time"
Good article; recommended .’
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