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Ed Ackerman 1,3,L,5 It occurs to me that 2 lct of you may be
Stu Gilsen 2 wondering why the magazine 1s called Zosma
Sheryl Birkhead 8 and the press is called Zouzma, so I'll take
Terry Jeeves 10 it upon ryself to tell that short story ir
Jerry Collins 11 the final available space, It 211 happened

about a year ago. 1'd been producing a mag-
azine called UNIVERSE for 3 issues, when I
discovered that that name had already been
ased within the confines of this great city. Sol changed the name

to ZOSMA, knowing that in all likelyhocd I was the only persen who

had or ever would do so. Ed Ackerman found out about this change, and
thinking to surprise me, he had a large rubber starp mede which said
ZOZMA Magazine on it. You see, Ed had forzetten to check on the spel-
1irg of tne rew magazine., 3ut I still use the starm. So therefore...

ZOSMA 11 was produced by the Offset Sucks/Co Mimeo Division of Zozma
Press. All operaticns controlled by Steve George. (ffices (ha) loc-
ated at: 94 Brock Ste, Wpge, Mane, R3N OYh, CANADA, Zosra is avail-
able for sub. 2t $3/year or loc, poc, *rade, etc., O{ontenis copyright
(:) 1978 by Zozma Press for the contributors. Zosma #11 =-- MNevember.
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Z0SMA ZACK SPEAKS

Well, I'm back at the keyboard for
# 11. Zosma is now officially monthe
1y, in case you didn't know, for the
following reasonss

(1) Cost of mailing each issue
every week was prohibitive. Add to
that the fact that the post office
will no longer accept unsealed mail
for internationgl delivery and you
get one hell of a total cost, includ-
ing the price of envelopes.

(2) Assuming that all the issues
for any given month will be mailed
out at the end of that month, then
you, the readers, will be receiving
four or five issues at a time, wh h
totally nullifies any value the week-
1y may have hade

(3) And besides, I've gotten over
my mania for weekly publishing and
have decided to content myself with
a decent monthly product.

So here 1 ame

This is a special issue of Zosma,
and I guess I better explain why,
as it involves our old friend, Pit
Rote This issue of Zosma is being
mailed out to everyone on the Pit
Rot mailing list, as well as every-
one on the new Zosma mailing list,
as well as everyone on the old Zosma
mailing liste And yes, they are all
different things.

Zosma, it seems, is taking up 211,
or at least most, of my fangzine cre=-
ation time. I still want to do Pit
Rot, and I've got a backlog of cover
art for it, as well as quite a few
jideas of what is to be inside, z2ll of
which I'd eventually like to see in
print. But in Pit Rot, not in Zosma.

But in the meantime, what about all
those people on the Pit Rot mailing
list. What will they think? They'll
think, ah, what the hell, it doesn't
matter if I didn't loc Pit Rot, that’
Steve George charachter has quit pub-
lishing anyway. WELL Q3VIOUSLY YQU

. WERE WRUNG, WEREN'T YQU?

Up to now my policy as far as Zos-
ma has been, has been to mail the mag
to those who contacted me in one way
or. another, It doesn't matter how.
Trade, postcard, letter, phonecall,:
anything. A few people who are re-
cieving Zosma have done none of the
above, but were reccomended by some-
one else. Whatever the reasons, the
slowly growing Zosma mailing list is
now in the 50's, I want it to grow
more. So I'm giving all of you who

“haven't yet contacted me (in one of

the above forms) a couple of more
chances to do so, I hope you do get
in touch with me, if only to say that
you recieved ((sorry Gil, my typewrit-
er never learned how to gpell that
word)) the zine.

As to the contents of this issue,
I don't know what they will be, I'm
heoping to recieve material from a few
people before the final collation date,
but generally, I think Zosma will be
creating itself as the month wears on
for this issue. I think you'll find
a lot more art now, on account of I've
been recieving more, {{(thankyou all
who contributed)) and alsc on account
of Itve grown fond of pasting in elec~
tro stencilse. _

I711 make a last ditch effort right

.>now to advertise the fact that 1 NEED

-1—

FMATLRIAL. All kinds of ite Art, art-
icles, money, anythings If I don't re-
ceive some soon, I'm going to start
sending sample . copies to KNOWN fanzine
writers, and ASKING for it. Hell, some-
thing's got to work.

Anyway, I think you get the picture.

One more thinge I've had a2 few re-
quests about reprinting material from
past issue of Zosma and Pit Rot. As
long as it's not credited to somebody
else, you can reprint anything. Just
give Zosma credit and send me a copye

Also, starting now, every zine I
recieve in trade will be reviewed,
or mentioned, unless you ask other=
wise. Just thought I'd warn you.

On with the showees .



*- THOUGHTS FROM THE DEPTHS

## Itve been wondering for a while
now who the new editor of Ansalog would
be; and I'm glad it turned out to be
8tanley Schmidt. I don't know what
Sehmidt's editorisl skills are, but
I know that I like his writing. Now,
perhaps this isn't a good way to de-
cide if he's’ going to be a good edit-
or, but at least he writes the type
of stories that Analog usually pub-
lishess - : '

Bova is now the fiction editor for
Omni, Penthouse's new science fiction
& science fact glossy. I don't think
that Ormi, even with it's good locks
and probable first choice of most of
the good SF, will make a big dent in
Analog, or any of the other old stand-
bys, circulations. Hope not, anyway.

## It's amazing how quickly movies
jump from the big screen to the small
screen these dayse Usually less than
a year later, and sometimes only a
few months. Recently I happened to
see a couple of films I missed when
they ‘originally appearedes..the rea-
son being that they were rater R and
I wasn't 18 when they first came out.
However, the films were:

AUDREY ROSE

Interesting film about a girl who

~ is the reincarnation of a girl who
died horribly in a car crash 12 years
earlier. A lot goes unexplained in
this film, but never the less it pro-
duces a suitable amount of terror

and suspenses The girl periodically
goes into fits where she screams and
eries and experiences the effects of
burning to death, which is how Audrey
Rose, the original girl, died. It
isn't explained why this starts hap~
pemning only after Audrey Rose's
father appears or the scene of the
new family, requesting to be allowed
to visit the child occasionaly. The
old father is tlie only one who can
help the girl, of course. The end-
ing-is very poor. For some reason the
girl, while undergoing hypnosis, diese
What a collosal let down after all
that build up. It was' an entertaining
way to spend half the evening,; -anyways
Don't pay to sec it, howevers

-2-

CARRIE

Brian De Palma is a damm good di-
rector, whom I remember best for that
suspense/semi-musical he directed a
few years back, Phantom Of The Par-
adise, Phantom was well filmed,
clean cut, precise, and it had a good-
and original story, and the combinat~
ion of all those factors made for one
hell of a good film, Carrie, also, is
well filmed, clean cut and precise,
but in this case the story, especial-
ly the ending, leaves a lot to be de-
sireds Carrie, played by Sissy Spac-
eck was a good character, and she
came accross well on the screen., All
our sympathy was with hers. Her mothe
er, played by Piper Laurie, was also
a good character, and all our malev~
olent feeling were directed at her.
In fact, all of the characters in the
film were nicely drawn and served
their purposes. Carrie is a young
girl in her last year at school who
is in posession of some rather ex-
tensive telekinetic powers. These
seem to come into full play after she

THE REINpEER
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experiences her first period, during
a phys. ede class, where all the girls
ridicule her because of it. From
this point onwards, De Palma has us
in his control, and only near the
end does he seem to lose it, Carrie
is based on a novel by Stephen King,
who's novel, The Shining, is the
basis for Stanley Kubrick's forth-
coming movie, of the same name. liow
that should be something to see.

## A few comments on fanzine's
recieved recently-—and I deny that
these are reviews, just comments and
thoughts and perhaps a suggestion

or two, Ok?

FAWNZINE FANATIQUE 32, Keith & Rose~
mary Walker, 2 Daisy Bank, Quernmore
Rd., Lancaster, Lancs., England.

3/$1s or trade. // I don't know how
this is reproduced, but I think it's
Xerox and reduced. Not to good but
legible repro. Lot's of small and
quick fanzine reviews. As they should
be., one illo this ishe Zosma 5 re-
viewed, too softly I fear, Definitely
worth trading for, or subbing to if
you don't put out a fanzine but are
interested in finding out where you
can get some.//
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LULU REVU #'s 1&2, Pubbug Press Pubs.,
11220 Bird Road, Richmond, B.C., Can-
ada, V6X 1N8. 8/43. or trade. // I'm
assuming that no one person is in con-
trol of this fanzine, but that the
three reviewers, Lari R. Davidson,
Vaughn Fraser and Dale Hamel are all
in it together. ILulu Revu, like FF
is a fanzine review zine. Iulu, how-
ever, goes in for long complicated
reviewss It's nicely produced, lay-
out excellent, easily readable. I'm
partial to long or short reviews, so
Inlu, while not reviewing as many
zine's as FF (even though Iulu is

longer) is just as good as far as I'm

concerned, #2 muchly improved over
#1, in length and content. Only thing
I don't agrec with is printing more
than one review of a fanzine. But
It've already told Vaughn thate //

. s s D A B i o i o B e = S T e e s e g e

CH Penrose Place, Wpgs, lan., R2J 181.
Available for the usual, I assume, as
Randy doesn't say anything about that,
// Small issue, something like Zosma

9 & 10, though contentwise a lot dif-
ferent. It's a1l Randy rambling, a
fill in probably, until he produces
another big issuee The only thing I
don't like is when he starts talking
about sports. Yechl I don’t mind
watching it, occasionaly, or playing
football etc., but reading about it
bores me to deathe A couple of let-
ters. Hicely mimeods //

THE 3ULL OF THE SEVEN BaTTLiS #12,
Reed Andrus, 1651 E. Paulista Way,
Sandy, Utah 8L070. Available for

locs ONLY. /7 Reed calls B7B "strict-
ly an editorial whimzine.", and that
is what it is. this ish is Lpp, but
full of comments, book & movie rev-
iewse. Short and interesteings I think
it's Xeroxed, or possibly offset, It
doesn't matters If you can get on the
mailing list it migit be worth your
whiles// '

CATAIOGUE 12, Dre David A. McClintock,
MaIL ORDER BOOKS, P.0Os Box 3111, War-
ren, Chio LLLBS. Just write for it I
guess. // As the title suggest, a cat-
alogue of bookss None that interest
me, but you might find something you
needs Mimeo./%
((continued on a later page))



. PUTTING US Oii THE MAP:

A CAPITAL IDEA

by Mafy F Long

The corn may not be as high as the
optical system of a Pachydermate, but
it will be, Oscar, it will bes Be-
sides corn, I am reliably informed
that I}linois is noted for its pro-
duction of soybeans and hogs - but I
mist admit that much more interesting,
to my mind, are the soubriquets given
to various urban connurbations within
the state (or indeed the country),
none of which I learnt at school in
Newcastle-upon-Tynes Perhaps that's
why the ceiling-of the geography room
fell in one day.

The use of such nicknames, for
states as well as cities, is wide-
spread here, So far as the latter
goes, of course it is natural to want
to have some claim to fame, to be
able to distinpuish one's home-town
from others of the same name.. This
is particulary important in the Un-
ited States, where such duplicated
names abound. Illinois alone boasts
a Paris, Athens (pronounced Aythens),
Ottawa, Abingdon, Vienna, Cambridge,
Marseilles and many more. Ialtiply
this by the number of states, and
one can imagine the pride of the
citizen who is fortunate enough to
be able to claim that he heils from,
say, the Magic Capital of the Worla®,
or the Hot Air Balloon Capital of the
World, ¥*

One of the most fascinating aspects
of the whole thing, upon which to pon-
der late at night when slumber proves
elusive, is the process by which such
nicknames come about. Dees the mayor
table the idea at a meeting of the
city fathers and then fight it out
with the council for the necessary
funds wherewith to erect a suitable
signboard at each end of the main
street? Are they plucked from thin
air in the rarified atmosphere of
tourist board offices, Do the good
old boys dream them up during the long
winter evenings spent around the log
stove in the general store? However
it is worked, it is a practice I first
came across in High Point, dorth Car~
olina, which (with a rather endearing
lack of modesty) proclaims itself upon,
amongst other things, itts licence
plates as both the Furniture and Hosiw
ery Capitals of the World. Thus is
High Wycombe, for one, dismissed out
of hand, However, since hosiery and
furniture have legs in common, per-
haps we can forgive them.

On the whole, however, such Capit-
als that I have discovered in Illinois
are fairly straight-forward and (as
befits a largely agricultural state)
down-teo~-earth ones, which any man,
or woman for that matter, would be
proud to acknowledge. They include
such commodities as farming implements
(¥pline), soybeans (Decatur) and hogs
(Kewanee); I like to think that onion
farms ring Dixon, which dubs itself
the Petunia Capital of the World.

Then again, a firm marketing "cow
paddie" novelties claims in its ad-
vertisments that it's preducts are,
appropriately, from the Cow Chip Cap-
ital of the World,***

Further afield, some of the titles
are a little bizarre. Two examples
are the Bromo-Seltzer Drinking Capital
of the World (N. Grosvenorville, Con-

"neticut) and the Ear Muff Capital of

the World (Farmington, iaine)s More
prosaic claims are for the capitals
of Thread (Willimantic, Conn.); Cer-

 eal Manufacturing (Battle Creek,

Michigan); Mushroom (Kenneth Square,

. Pennsylvania) and Winter Strawberry:

(Plant City, Florida). I have been
unable to ascertain which burgh helds
the title of Summer Strawberry Cap-
ital, but suspect that it is probably

z
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somewhere in California - where, in-
cidentally, both Fresno and Salem are
vying for the title of Raisin Capital.
As the Americans would say, raisin a -~
ruckus. ‘ o

' But, somewhere or other, there is.’' -
a town or city about to claim (if it ="~
has not already done so) the title of -
Capital Capital of the World. Wake-
ups Threadneedle StreetI™"¥ Are you -~
going to let -Fort Knox beat you .to it?

Notes
* Colon, Ohio.
#% . Albuquerque, New Mexico.

% Apparently the firm has no con-
nection with the Annual Cow Chip
Throwing Contést run by the Rotary .
Club of the same township -~ Chatham,
near Springfield, Illinois.

sxx For purists who argue that a -
street or streets is not a city or
town, I would refér to (a) "Passport
to Pimlico", in which the London dis-
trict of that name declared autonoiy
and (b) more recently and in "real

. life", the report that the Indepen-
" dant Republic of Frestonia had been

founded by people living 1n two - .
West London streets. T
~Mary F Long

' ((THOUGHTS FROH .THE DEPTHS ## contin-
" wed from page 3)) 7
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WHATS!'S ALL THIS THEN?, Dave Vere-
schagin, 8833 - 92 St., Edmonton, Al-
berta T6C 3P9. This is a one shot.
Available for the usual, I presumes.
//Dave says that this is practicing
for a couple of upcoming fanzines,
including The Groom Stripped Bare #9.
Dave also says that he has nothing
apainst mineo, which this is, but
that he still has to master the art.
Msster the art? And he adds "to a
decent extént." Just what in hell
do you consider a decent extent, dave?
To me, that would be legible repro
and a tidy layoute From what I can
see in WAT,T?, you've got all thate
Your biggest problem, and I really
suffer from this, is your manual type-
writer, which, like mine, scems to
be a bit out of kilter. And it's al-

- product.,

“this one is done nicely.

" has written for children.

nost impossible to get nice, even
type without an electric. (I'm as-
suming you are using'a manual by the
look of the type) But some of us are
perfectionists, and even though it
means a hell of a lot more work, most
of which I consider unnecessary, they
do it all. I guess it depends what
you put ‘emphasis on —- I'm concerned
with publishing frequently and reg-
ularly and putting out z half decent
Others are concerned with
putting out a beautiful product once
in a while., And yet others ... well,

above, and available for the usual.
//Nicer looking than What's all this,
then?, but basically because there
aren't so many wide open spaces.

This is a con report, lguanacon.

I don't usually like con reports, but
The writing
style is interesting and it's done
like s story. Quite good, actually.//

{# I have before me a pamphlet for
a one-act musical play called "The-
ater = A Celebrationl" by Ben P. Indick,
According to the pamphlet the play
explores the motivations of an actor,
using songs, dances, skits, and exc-
erpts from all kinds of plays. The
pamphlet also says ‘that Ben has been
awarded several prizes for plays he
T didn't
know thate ILooks like:it might be
interesting, and I'm wondering if -
our local children’s [lay group could
be persuaded to put it ops But T see,
on reading the pamphlet again, that

‘it might be a touring group who are

doing it right now and that no one
else but them can do ite Oh well,
I 'wouldn't mind seeing its -

((contirued in the near future))

A
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A quote on the back of Marta Ran-
dall's new novel, Journey (Pocket,
32’4 PDes $l¢95), Says that it “.cocar"
ries the familiy saga into an exciting
new dimension." I don't know if that
is true, as I've never read a family
saga before (that I know of), but I
do know that Journey was a damn good
read, It follows the lives of dif-
ferent members of the Kennerin family
as they adjust and cope with an influx
of refugees from a dying planet; part-
icularly Hart, the youngest at the
time the refugees arive, who believes
they have ruined his life. There
" are large lapses in time, but the
story continues smoothly through
each lapse and is constantly inter-
esting. Some parts I found hard to
accepts T.e. Hart, through pract-
icing in a ramshackle basement with
haphazardly constructed eguipment,
goes on to.become one of the galaxys
foremost genetic tamperers. The last
segment of the book, dealling direct-
1ly with Hart, on another planet, is
soméwhat dissapointing, because it
has nothing directly to do with the
story we have been reading .for the
past LOO pages. None the less, the
book is worth the price. Reccomended.

Aswell as enjoying books like
Journey, I can also get into fast,
action packed SF adventure like Lo-
gans Bun (by William F, Nolan & George
Clayton Johnston, Bantam, 148 ppe,
$1.75)s This is a nice, tight, incr-
ediblly fast paced novel, and if
there was a spot wher Nolan and John-
ston let me get bored then I must
have missed it. If you've seen the
movie and neglected the book, think=-
ing it to be the same hollywood pap,
then think againe Granted the char-
acterization is minimal, but it serv-

L
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ed it's purpose. Characters were
created quickly, deftly, with no waste
of -waluable wordage. It is a violent
story, and by now you probably all
know the basic premise: DEATH AT 21,
or you beccme a runner, As the title
implies, this is the story of Logan &
Jesgica's run. However, unlike the
movie, Logan is loyal to his job as

a Sandman (runner hunter) untill the
last few pagess Suspense, action,
violence, all in adequate proportions.
Reccomendeds

An absolutely amazing collection of
stories is James Tiptree's Ten Thous-
and Light-Years From Home (Ace, 374 pPps
31,95), There are not many one-author
collections where I can say I enjoyed
over B0% of the stories. But I can
here. Every story was different,
marked by Tiptree's easy, descriptive
style. "Faithful to The Terra" is one
of the best N.,ea day in the life,. "
stories I've reads It concerns the
director of Raceworld, a world where
all species in the Galaxy can come
and compete in races, with Horses,
insects, even dinosaurs, or protoplasm-
ic blobs.  There are hundreds of loose
threads.creasted as the story progres-
ses, but-every single one of them is
tied up in the conclusion. 4 very
satisfying story. 4ll of the others
were good, except for the first two

in the book, but that could be a mat-

ter of taste.

I can only recall one example of
a good book that was created by joine
ing a couple of novellettes or novel-
as that had been published earlier, °
and that was The Man Responsible, by
Stephen Robinett. In that book, the
two novelletes had been "woven" to-
gether so that one ‘formed a subplot



to the others It made the noyel more
exciting than either novellette. In
Mack Reynold's novel, Police Patrol:
2000 A.D. (Ace, 181 PDey $10 ;O}, how=
ever, four separate stories have just
been thrown one atop the other to

form different sepgments of an overview
of police life in the future. As a
collection of stories sbout the same

. character, Police Patrel: 2000 A.D.

is quite interesting. The stories

are good, exciting, well written; but
as a novel it just doesn't pull it's
weights I can't reccomend this book
as a good novel, but I'd hate to make
anyone pass up these stories. So get
it and expect nothing but four good
stories with some inbetween material.

Mack Reynolds constantly amazes
mes He is the only author I know of
who would write a book about a giant
alien space-craft discovered on the
moon (I'd like to say more about that
but I'd probably give away the story)
and not have a single scene within a
thousand miles of it.

Space Visitor (by Mack Reynolds,
Ace, 149 pp., $1.50) begins with a
scientist on the moon, Werner Brecht,
*iscotering an alien space-craft. He
refuses, however, to reveal it's loc-
ation untill the nations of Earth get
together in peace and make a joint
project of researching the space-
crafte The rest of the novel takes
place on Earth, where only what has
happened in the first couple of chap~
ters reminds us that we are reading
science fiction, and not some present
day political thriller. Written in
Reynolds inimitable, simple, straigit-
forward style, Space Visitor keeps
up a tremendous pace and is constant-
ly suspenseful and excitingese.rec=
comendeds

Another example of how Reynolds
can take a potentially boring, com-
plicated subject and mold it into
the framework of an exciting, suspen-
sefull novel. Day After Tomorrow
(Ace, 181 pp., 31.25) deals with the
attempts of a government agency, and
in particular one man, Larry Woolford,
to stop THE MOViMENT from completing
a revolutionaty coup that would change
the entire nation. The Movement be-
lieves that people should be judged

by their abilities rather than how

they dress and how "in style" they
ares In this way, they believe, the
nation will be run by Competent peop-

- le rather than people who got where

-they are by wearing the right clothes

or having their hair cut the right
way. The Soviet government also agrees

“with The Movement, and sureptitiously

- of weeks.

helps the American government in crush=
ing the group. Though I found some of
the novel slightly unbelievable, it
was well worth reading. The change

.that comes over the lead character in

the final page seems forced, but the
ending is satisfactory. Reccomendeda

After reading Chthon a couple of
years ago I was turned on to the tal-
ents of Piers Anthony, and since that
time I've read almost every book he's
writien, He remains one of my favor-
ite authors, His newly completed
Kirlean trilogly, however, I've just
started, with the book Cluster (Avon,
25l ppes $1.75)s The hero, Flint, a
caveman from a colony world called
Qutworld, is totally unbelievable.

A barbarian turned scholar in a number
He is chosen by Earth for

a special mission, to bring the secr-
ets of Kirlean transfer to other races
in the galaxy. The reason he, a mere
caveman, is chosen is because he has
the highest known Kirlean Aura rating
in the Galaxy. Appropriately trained,
flint sets off on his mission, thwart-
ed constantly by a group of extragal-
actic aliens who are trying to use

our galaxy for energy. Even if one
can accept the preposterous premise,
the: book is so disjointed as to make
for uncomfortable reading. There are
five or six differcnt segments, where
Flint is on a different planet, in a
different body, trying to make contact
with someone in power. [Dach of these
is almost a story in itself. Some of
the segaents are well written, but as
a whole the novel is a flop. I1'm not
even sure 1 should read the remainder
of the series., But more than likeyley
they'll -have improvéd, and 1'll never
be able to sleep at night knowing there
are tyo Piers Anthony books that I
haven t even attempted to read. But
Cluster, in case you too are planning
on reading the entire series, is the
worst Anthony I've ever reade.



( (THOUGHTS FROM THE DEPTHS ## contin-
ued from page 5)) ' |

## 1'm very disappointed in this
blue 20 1b paper I'm usings The show-
through seems worse than I was getting
with the 18 1b whitel But the 18 1b
was high quality paper purchased di-
rectly from A B Dick. This blue stuff
is some sort of bargain brand purchased
from Wilsons Business storess. It
doesn't seem to be absorbant, and
needs to be slip sheeted, which I do
not intend to do. This week, I think,
I'11 put in an order to A B Dick for
" a box of white 2l 1b mimeo paper. It
should be absorbant as well as cutting
down the show through.

. ## A local fellow who is in the

- process of putting together a pro-
fessionally printed, layed out, and
type set, newspaper type publication
dealling with UFO's, science fiction
and other junk like that, phoned me

up the other day and asked me to

write an article for hime Not only
that, he offered tc pay me $25 for it.
Nows I know this guys reputation, and
he is constantly losing money on things
like thise. I didn't want to take
money from him and make it worse, sO

I told him I'd do an article for free.
He, however, refused, saying ie want-
‘ed to Mesedo it right." this time, and
was paying for every contribution.

1'd only met the fellow once before,
and at that time he'd subscribed to

my magazine. And now he was under the
impression that I could WRITE. So
now I have to get down to the business
of writing an article about SF that
~is going to be shoved into a UFOzine,
Helles Hell againe I'11 have to think
_up a pseudonym for this ones

## 1'm going to be getting an el-
ectric typewriter. I really hate
what this monster does to stencils.
It!'s inhunan, Hopefully with an el-
ectirc everything will be a bit neat—
ere Who knows. Perhaps this new
typewriter will even be able to
spelll

## I've been avoiding paying to
see movies these days. Somehow the
big screen doesn't seem to hold the
attraction for me that it used to.

However, when Jack ilicholson's lat-
est flick, Goin'! South, hit Winnipeg,
I.decided I'd take it ine This film

" is also directed by Nicholson, but

I not sure if it's his first.
Anyway, Goin'! South is a western.
And it's nothing special, apart: from
the fact that it stars Jack Nicholson,
He stars as an outlaw who is to be
hangedy much to his.dismay. However,
in this psrticular town, there is an
ordanance that gives any female of
the town (who hapnens to own property),
the right to claim the sentenced crim-
inal as a husband. * Nichelson is so
claimeds And is set to work in a mine

on the woman's property.

It's a typical romance/western.
The relationship between Nicholson and
the young woman is rather forced at
first, Neither of them wants it to
worke But of course they come to love
each other, and Wicholson vartially
gives up his crazy ways. (the girl
sort of turns partly crazy to meet
him half way)e ,

But even if it's typical, it's
hilarious in places. Wicholson has
such a way about him that even the

' most serious ‘scenes are tinged with

humgr., I &lmost fell out of my ‘seat
in one spot: He's about to be hanged,
and this old lady claims him. = Nichol-
son, of course, is overlfjoyed, his neck
saved from the rope. He jumps off
the gallows, laughing, and grabs the
0ld woman, hugging and kissing her.
And she falls dead on the ground.
Nicholson is paraded back onto the
platform. God, I cracked up.

1 liked it, though, as I've said,
it was nothing syecial,
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Just a couple more actually.

Mastadonia (by Clifford D. Simaky,.
no other information known), I dis-
covered tie hard way, is a much too
overstuffed, overworked version of
Simak's 1959 hugo winning novelette
#"The Big Front Yard", My disappoint—
ment stems not from a feeling of have
ing been fed the same story twice un-
der different titleg, because liasta-
donia is adequately changed and long-
er enough to make it into a semi-new
story. My disappointment comes from
seeing such a fine story as "The Big

_ Front Yard" made into such an average

novel. The original was an interest-
ing, well paced story of a man who
discovers an alien spacecraft on his
farm, and finds clues as to the aliens
nresence in his own home. Eventually,
contacting the alien with the help

of a local dimwit, who also heppens

to be telepathic, the man has his

~ home turned into a doorway into an

alternate world, Instead of alter-
nates, the alien in Mastadonia cre=
ates various doofways into time. If
you've read the original aswell as

the recent novel you'll have noticed
some familiar name. For instance, the
hero of Mastadonia has the name of

The Big Front Yard's dimwitted tele-
path. The hero's dog is now Bowser
instead of Towser.

Yet lastadonia is not a bad novel.
in fact, some of it is downright in-
teresting. For instance, when the
hero tries to make the time doors into
a money maKing venture, the story
picks up considersbely. 4 lot of it
is typicall time travel stuff, but
some of the business zspects are int-
eresting...as a tax shelter our hero
makes his base of operations in a
pleasant prehistoric time period and
claims to be an independant nation.

But I'd reccomend you read The Big
Front Yard (Hugo Winners Vol. 1)
either before or after you read Mas-
tadonia. llake up your own minde

Have you ever read a book that was

80 exciting, so suspenseful that you
couldn't read fast enough? Icgan's
World (by William F, Nolan, Bantam,
19 pp, $1.75) is like that. Like
it's predecessor, logan's Run, logan's
World is fast and violent, It takes
place ten years later; Logan and Jes-
sica and their son Jaq have returned
to Earth from sanctuary. The Thinker,
the giant computer that kept control,
has béen deactivated by Ballard, and
the world has returned to savagerye.
The cities are controlled by Cubs and

~Scavengers...brutal tribes of younge

- posties are always striking.

sters who torture or kill those who
enter, Those who wish normal lives,
live in the wilderness, in small vil-
lages, making do. The story starts
off at a break neck pace with Logan
heading for one of the cities to get
medication for his sick sons and ends
up inside Crazy Horse Mountain, shaped
like an indian on a horse, housing the
Thinker. Here lcgan faces a group of
ex~Sandmen who hope to reactivate the
great computer, bringing the world

‘back into control.

Once again, minimal charactcrizate-
ion, but adequate. Definitely worth
your time and money. Nolan promises
more from Logan; and I'm waiting, I'm
waltinge

## Well, it's finally happened.
The bleeding post office has gone on
strikel It waes time for their annual
vacation, I guess, and they decided
to take it. But this time the govern-
ment has legislated that they return
to work immediately...thank God. I
can never figure out why those damn
They
make so much Ghodam money it's un-
believable. And they aren't worth
half thate If it was up to me 1'd
fire the whole bunch of them and -
hire somebody who'd be willing to
work for a decent ware. Half the
work force would be willing to work
for posizl wages with no complaints
at all. But no, those assholes fig-
ure they're worth the world. "God's
gift to mankinds It's getting to
the point where I'm all in support
for a 100 % machine operated postal:
service, and to hell with the pccr
posties who'll be unemployed. I'd
laugh them all the way to the unem=
ployment .office. Sorry, but I'm MaD!



STRAWGE DISEASE, STRANGE FANZINE

Reed Andrus, 1651 E. Paulista Way,
Sandy, Utah 84070, USA .

1 feel somewhat uncomfortable op-
ening, "Thanks for the Pit RotilV
Seems as if I should follow up with
", ..and the crabs and dengue fever
you gent along with it weren't too
"bad, eithers"

Ed Ackerman does have a point «=
you should do whatever you are hap~
py withe But if locs and/or egoboo
of one sort or another is the driving
force behind your publishing mania,
then you have to relate, at least on
some degree, to your readership. De-
pends on how in-bred you want to gete

* I've been going to the same "Sleazy
pub! for fifteen years now. It's cal-
led The Sugar Bowl for no apparent
reason. 1t has booths and a long bar,
two bar-sized pool tables, a couple
of football tables, and about five
dingerse I could probably write a
story avout the changes of personnel
and crowd scene in fifteen years, us-
wally coenciding with a change in the
management. Trouble is, Salt Lake is
semi-dry. 4ll the bars can scrve is
beer; if you want the hard liquor (as
I do =~ rum and cokes and screwdrivers
being in vopue) you have to browm-bag
the bottle and buy set-ups. The more
liberated (but not sober) of us have
been trying to change the laws for
years with no success.

//I guess egoboo always plays a
part in the production of a fanzine,
But it comes in many forms. I can get
egoboo (from myself} just by holding
the finnished product in my hands.

et 0 g

YOU'RE A BAD BQY, TIM

Jessica Amanda Salmonson, Atalanta
Press, Box 5688 University Station,
Seattle, Washington 98105, USA

Oh gosh, oh wow THREE issues of
ZOSMA at onced I must. have done
something remarkable to deserve thisi

Spiderman (Spideteen?) is a whin-
ing grovelling sap who gets his rocks
off pushing bank robbers around. Why
doesn't he get the REAL culprits in
society =-- THE BAWKERS, Or whoever
is responsible for Post Office Reg-

-ulations.

Tim Ender
Should be
Returned to sender

The next cylindar Tim finds in his
apartment will come from Whileaway,
and it will be a BOMB. DNever trust
a Gor lover, say I. This twit deserves
the resepct of a headless side=winder,
Nyae

I'm not nor have I ever been a mem-
ber of the Anachronistic Societyes I
am too busy being a real-life Amazon
fighting injustices like anti-lesbian
laws, and rape. A couple of weeks ago,
I took a bazooka and blew three lewd
teenage boys off the face of the plan-
et, To be in the Anachronistic So-
clety a woman has to bake cookies and
make like Guenivere or some suche, All
those sexist dukes and kings HATE to
be dethroned by women. They hate more
that some women are sebting up countries
of our own AWD WE'RE MORE POWLRFUL,
We're a1l witches, you know, AND WE CAN
MELT SWORDS WITH A GLANCEe. liost of
those dummies use wooden swords anyway -
and if a sword is a phallic symbol,
they must have wooden dicks too.

oy i g i —————

//HOV WHAT DID SiE MEAN BY THAT?
I'm not =2bout to stick up for Tim,
because. there's no need to. I've
read all the Cor books (though I'd
refrain from calling myself a Gor Lov-
er), because mixed in with all that
ridiculous Slave Philosophy, is us-’
ually a passably good story. I don't
think anyone who reads the Gor books
ever takes Norman and his pathetic
ideas about women seriously.//

-10-



TALES OF THE POST OFFICE

Mary Long, 1338 Crestview Drive,
SPRINGFIELD, ILL 62702, USA

. Some thoughtsee.s,unsealed envelopes.
I wonder if this is because of the
danger of large unsealed envelopes
trapping smaller post and whirling
off a letter addressed to someone in
the Falklands to, say, Barrow-in-Fur-
ness or Edinburgh? I'm sure it's hap-
peneds I often think that is how any
mail that does not get to me must have
been spirited off.e.though it does not
explain the most famous instance where
socme books I was returning to Ned
Brooks never arrived, but the envsel-
ope did, stamped "Found in supposedly
em ty equipment”, and containing not
the books, but a bunch of a journal
called Jerusalem Journal of Internat~-
ional relations, or some suche I
often wonder if the person expecting
to get the journals got the books,
and if so, what he made of them (one
was a Sydney Lanier and the other a
book sazid to have been dictated by
T. E. Lawrence after he died). And
of course I felt terrible about the
loss of the books, though Ned was not
too betheredaas

I must admit that I did read 7 or
8 or even 9 of the Ger books one after
the other, because i wanted to see
"our hero" get his come-uppance! Un-
fortunately he never did, except for
about one nighte I dislike the books
intensely; whichever way you slice it,
it secms to me thet it's nothin: more
than rape, and that is not a nice
thing, But someone must like themn,
they sell so many -- and I think they
are up to about the twelfth in the
series now, aren't they?

//Your comments on unsealed en-
velopes-- that's probably what hap-
pened to all the hundreds of locs
that I didn't get. As to the Gor nov-
els, #12, Beasts of Gor, waes released
last years I guess there are a lot
more people who read the Gor books
than admit to that fact, because
they are consistently pOpular.//

THIS SPACL RESERVLD FOR DUMB COMIENT
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lee Pelton, 1204 Harmon Place, #10,
P&)ls., MN 55h03, USA

- -

I- don't know exactly why I got
Pit Rot 1, but I suspect Garth had a
hand in it. Whatever the reason, I
found it interesting reading. I know
Ggrth is doing weekly BOOWATT's and

"it 1looks like you are doing something

simeilar., What is it about Winnipeg
that causes these type of fanzines to
be created? Don't answer that.

What Ed Ackerman wants you to do 1is
not his place to say. 1f he want's
to see the fanzine he describes, let
him do it. You stick to your guns and
do what you want to do. You have to
live with the results, not him.

By the way, never trust mike Halle

" He said the unpardenable notion to

Mike Glyer that Edmonton is better



than Mplse What g fool. If this is
so, why do so many Winnipeg fen come
out to see us? Or, for that matter,
why do Edmonton fen write nice let-
ters to RUNE? He's just plain jeal~
CUSe

I wish you had more art than just
a cover. 1% really does dress up a
zine when done correctly.

//itike Hall Jealous? It must be
more than that, at least as far as
he's concerned, 'cause hels even
thinking of moving to Edmonton. I
wonder how Winnipeg rates on his
scalesssGod, you should see the let-
ters he sends meees//

WHAT SORT OF MAN READS ZOSMA?

Buck Coulscn, Route 3, Hartford City,
IN L7348, UsA

A friend in Brazil wanted me to
get the YScience" issue of PENTHOUSE
for him, so I did. Looked it over,
of course, before sending it. iost
unimpressive lineup for $2 I ever
gaw; I'm glad it wasn!'t my money.
I'm not mach for looking at pictures
of naked women, anyways Or at look-
ing at real naked women, for that mat-
ter; I have very little voyeur in me.
Sex is one thing; looking is some-~
thing else entirely, and pretty damm
boring. (And one does it in pretty
damned dull company, toce) 4 friend
"used to get PLAYBOY.and I would look
over a few issues when we visited.:
Cartoons were usually good (unlike
PENTHQUSE) and the "Playboy Advisor!
column was sometimes hilarious. What
gsort of man reads PLAYBOY? The sort
who can't put his socks on in the
morning without help from an advice
columnist, )

//Actually, the only such magazines
Itve ever purchased were for review

purposes in Pit Rot, and that was only

one issue of each. (PENTHOUSE/PLAYBOY)
It gets pretty tiring after a while,
looking at page after page of naked

- womehe It loses it's appeal rather
quickly for mee In another yeary I'll
probably run out and get another is-
sue of each of the above mentioned
magazinesees for review purposes, of
COUYSC, L

et - . - .
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In the last little while I also heard
from (in ore form or-another, includ-
ing trades, pocs, etc.): Gil Gaier;
Randy Reichardt(T); David Vereschagin
{T)3 Ben Ifidick; Chuck ‘Hlady; Sheryl
» Birkhead; Garth Danielsoni Keith &
Rosemary Walker(T); Mary Long(again);
Gil Gaier(again); Dre David A. Mc-
Clintock(T); Bill Bridget; and of
course all those who happened to
“"talk to mes -

- .
o e -

4% FINAL THOUGHTS #¢ .-

- ## 1f all goes:as planned, you
"should be getting this around the
beginning of -November, and along with
it should be a copy of Pit Rot 2e
Any letters I recieve between now and
the publication date of Pit Rot will
appear in that humble zine.

## I don't know what's happening.
with # 123 I mean, I don't know if
it%11l be like this, or more elabor-
ate, or what, - If you wish to write
an article, on any subject, please:
do. Artwork, etc., will be apprec~
iated.’ - Remeber, trades will be. re-
viewed, and/or locced, so send em
all to me. Next issue there will
be a box, somewhere, with an ex-
planation beside it., If there's a
mark in the box it means that it will
be your last issue unless I get some

' sort of response, which can be in
any forme -Just so that I know you're
recieving the zine. - ' :

## Just put in an order to A B~

Dick for an order of 12 reams .of -24 1b

white mimeo paper and I'1l be.using
that, primarily, next issue. . And now
.....--...zosm CONTEST

~'I have a hardcover SF book I'm go=-
ifig to give away. Tell me which of

the following it is and I'11 give it to

the FIRSY person who replies with a
correct answer. WHERE DO WE GO FROM
HERE (Asimov); THE BEST FROM F & SF
#1, (Ed., Davidson); WORLDS BEST SF:
1970 (Wollheim & Carr)}; AST:OVIS
MYSTERIES(Asimov); FIVE FATES(five
authors)s That's it. If you don't
“#inthere'll be-a consolation prize

for all who enter. (Christ, this sounds

like a frikking game showl) See yous
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