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EDITORIAL

This is the last issue of the old Volta after one year of publishing

a bad crudzine I've come to the conclusion that I wasn't really enjoying
it all that much, and I didn't really want to edit a genzine which was
what the old Volta had aspirations at becoming.. Instead I found. that what
I really wanted to edit was a variety of faanishly related zines, moat
of them very faanish, but all different, and so the genzine became
coffin, Well I'm getting out of the coffin and I'm going to publish
what I want, the kind of zines I want, I'll still be using the Volta.
name and the new logo which can be found at the bottom of page thres,
But each issue will be different from the one befors, which means that
what comes in the mail every so often may be titled Volta but you might
not always recongnize the contents as being Volta's, o

The next piece of news is a2lso tied in with the new Volta, from now -
on the magazine will be almost strictly advailable for the usual, editorial .
whim after this issue will be cut back, so that unless you write or send: '
in a spare buck, don't expect Volta to grace your doorastep anymore, e

The material that Volta wants for the future new Volta can be about
Just anything, the editor will be exercising more editorial control over
what 1s accepted. (Note though that just about anything that is super
faanish has a very good chance of being accepted.) ‘ S

Athough I've told some people that Volta would began shortly to pay’
for the contributions, these plans have been scrapped when the choice was
made to reformat the zine, and the doubtful fact that their will ever de
enough subscribers for the new zine to pay contributors in anything but.
free copies and egoboo, ' e

We will gladly trade with any other fanzine editor, generally on a
basis of all for all, we hope that the frequency will be high
enough that this will work out nearly even on a 1 for 1 basis with most
other fanzine editors. : .

: Anyone who has contributed to this issue and would like a few more
copies for friends ect. feel free to ask, : I

The editor would like to offically apologize for this late issue, I
know I promised cne before Christmas, but at that time I became very -
busy with work, and .then after Christmas I was too drained to publish,
In February I went for a vacation to Hawaii, so that it waan't till March
that I've been able to get this issue done up. The next issue,though I'11
make no definite promises should be shorter which means it will be out much
sooner than this one I hope. Short theme issues will probadbly de .
what the new Volta will be about. However their is always a need for
a good lettercol and contributions. -

This editorial is probably more a nattering of imformation that I . :
think the readdra should know about, than a real honest to goodness -editorial
that some fanzines actually have, 80 no critisim please, o )

For those of you who have not purchased Victoria Vayne's Fantholo o

. JZ% do buy please, cost is I believe $3, here and $3.50 overseas, it ;
S8till has of yet to make a profit, once it does all profit will go to
TAFF, DUFF And the Faan Awards. Victoria's address in the lettercoel, _ ,
part one, I urge you to buy this if you haven't already, it's that good, q\

All faans who have gotten sick of the Fonz please tune into Cliffhangers
on NBC, tueday nights at 8 pm, I want to see the end of "The Secrea " N
Empire" before it's cancelled. - '

Support Howard the Duck as a canidate for the Faan Awards Committee,
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"T never knew her (Wilma Deering) tc show to the men or
women of anv rrce anything but the utmost of sympathetic
courtesy =n? considerztion, whether they were the noble
brown skinned Caucasions of Indias, the sturdy Balkanites
of Southern Furove, or the simple, spiritusl Blacks of
Africa " -

The, "dbut" to tat is thot Wilma would tear any Han to pleces,
the yellow skined, little devils!

That attitude, from the 20th century cannot be remowed by any
update. It is just a flaw in the work that must “be accepted along
with Armageddons good points. :

~----reviewed by Julian Duste=-=--

The Cold Cash War ‘ A
obert Asprin B '

Dell Books, 1977 '

$1.50 paperback,

I am somewhat st a loss as to how to approach the review of :
this first novel. Tt is a brisky written piece with occassional
flashes of emotional and intellectual brilliance. I particularly
remember & scene on page 153 of the book where an anonymous mer-
cenary who has been ambuched and is dying, buries himself while
he is still living so that the enemy caznnot "count" his body of-
fically. - Yet it is also a choppily paced work with some loose
ends an® some highly unsatisfying "results" for some of the char- -
acters, ' ‘

In brief the primary plot, (end there is a number of subplots)
is the takeover of the world by the multindtional corporations, who
at first are eng2ged in sophisticated war games against each other
for control of various world markets, but when challenged by the
world's governments proceed to fight tve world's armies for dominance.

This preoccupation with the modern multinational corporation
seems to' be something of a hallmark of '70's sf, and rightly so
considering thr influence t*at multinationals have on the economy
and life of today's world. (4nd no, I am not forgetting the 50ts
novels of Pohl and Kornbluth) Asprin's novel is far more inventive
than Pournelle's collection (ed:High Justice) and pulls a few inter-
esting switches on the Pournelle, usiness is beautiful...and so
beautifully American" theme, though it is verhaps not as' literate
and not as finely crafted ss is to be expected when comparing the
work of a neophyte to that of a,,.shem..."pro." .

The author dedicntes the bock to Gordon Dickson and properly
soc, The mercenary "code™ that comes through in the book and even
the military organization of a2 erack unit described, bears uncanny
resemblance to Dickson's Dorsai novels. Rut thie is natursl en-
ough. For thre book to work the mercensries must kave a major role
and it is further necessary to invent =ome appropriate training
sequences in the novel. Dickson probably aided Asprin in developing
these sequences 2rd they 40 bear his stamp, except for Asprin's '
ad2¢ition of the samurai traite to his modern mercenaries. An in-
terestine twist,

(A8 the reader yawns in anticipation: "When will this turkey
finally say whether he likes the book or not?") I found this an

------ continued on page /8.



T H E Julian Dust, c/o Chemistry Dent.,
- Mount Allison University, Sackville,
New Brunswick, EOA 3C0O, Canada.

Yhen this Will reach you, I don't
B UN C H: 2 know. T can thank the postal un-
ion for thet, I suspect the lead-
er of twe inside postal workers
union is & rabid sAnti-unionist; his frequent, insane strikes are the
best argument for outlawing 211 unions and brinr back the seventy
hour work week thnt I've heard of vet,
Arvway, enourh of the rﬁntlng an? raving, (bretty good imltatlon
of Jerry Dournolle, eh?)
Granted the printing is not t%e best..., but 2 little 1ncrease
in eales of Volta would, T imagine, help pay for impréving the printing
quality. : : :

((well the posties have gone back after being cajoled by .the government,
and proving their point that they are a law unto themselves, and the
hell with the rest of us, The orinting quelity should impréve this
issue, just a few more issues on down tre road and I'll become a cert-
ified mimeo master, maybe?))

M2N S5BL.

esed loc. Starring, Taral Warne and a cast of none, Minutes in the
makinr, %Pennies in evpe-se, : :

T would like to write a brilliant lcc, one congradulating you- 9
on brillisnt ~rticles, dazzling artwork, and superd layout and repro. i
Where do T start? 'While T am glad to see a fellow Ontarion pubbing
a zine, especially when it looked so0 much like local fandom had plunged
inte extinctior, zine-wise, T cannct vt say that Volta brightens
mv day when it annears in my mzilbox. Why? To begln with, after
several years of fandiom, book reviews “ave no effect on nmy system
anymore, excent possibly one of relief, knowing that this is material
I need ~ot reat,,.We 211 hrve 5 limited time here on Earth, and I
quite 2 while 2go decided it msde much more cense for me to read sf,
rather than reviews of sf, and fortunately, few reviews have anything
of intrinsic merit enourh tc read for their own sake. To put it
‘bluntly. I've seen Rattlescar Didactica. You've seen Battlescar
Didactica. So's everyone whe cared to, Why review it? Afraid some-
.one will like it? UHad the reviewers had more on their mind than a
strairhtforward commentzry, like a clever insight not likely to have
occured tc mont reople, or 2z revolutionary opinion such as "It's goodl
then a review of the tvpe would have appealed to me more. As it was—
uhn-uh,... wasrtt interesting. Do, by all means, write review of as
Tany things as you want., My reaction is explained only to explain
my reacticn. Put I think you may find my reaction a common one among
seasoned faans.

I could say nearly the same trings 2bout the article on Anne
VcCaffrtv, changing only that I never was interested enough to read
the sf in thig csse, lct alone the review. But why write the same.
naragreoch twice (w1t% only o~ne smell Aifference), eh?

Of 211 the tinpgs in Volta T read, T ree? th fnz reviews with
the most interest. They have the game frults as book reviews-I'd
rather read the zines-but T learn somet*i-g nbout the reviewer as

Taral Wayne Maclonald, 1812-415 Willowdale Ave., Willowdale, Ont;,



a fan that T'=m not interested in about the revinwer as a reader when
sf is reviewed,.

The Tncredible Shanny, who S.I.N. ~nd Birth Certificate we won't
exsnine too closely, knows a rood zine when bhe sees it, I agree with
kie praise of Mava and SFR, for instsnce. Unfortunately, I'm not
convinced th~t S5 nny YFous 2 bad fanzine when he sees one,..I would
nave been hopsher on Stardust,” 799 I think Ttd hove been hard put
to say pnvtving nice 2Fout Jfordock (since I'm not really interested
17 that sort of thing,) It T5 too eer’y to judge though. Of the zines
reviewed, most of thcm were not in the mainstréam of fanzines, and
Ttm 1ikely to w=2ve roecr ovinions of thew, a2lmost si-"t unseen.

The “Worlfeon has bren held outside of North America 6 times out
of 36 Worldcens, but 211 of these times have been since 1957, so the
ratio might more frirly ststed as 6 out of 22. Next yesr the ratio.
bacomes 7 out of 2%, cr almost 1/3 precisely the ratio Tom Jones was
askins for... Thuere is now » »ropcsal that me2y well be voted and
ratified tec add »n overseas Worldcon to t*e rotation vlan that already
exists, One way ¥t mirht bhe done is simzly adding it in turn, hence
West, Central, Tast, Overseas. This would actuslly have the effect
of lowering twe ration from 1/3 to 1/4 tho:gh, a fact T don't think
anyone's mentinned vet,,. '

In Canada therc 2re only 3 locaticns T can imegine with the
facilities to handle » Worldcon. Toronto, Montreal, 2nd Vancouver.
Two doesn't “sve the necessary reserve of experienced manpower to
take on 2 Worldcon for a few ve=rs at least. And no desire exists
in any resvonsmible bossums t*zt T 4know of to launck 2 Torcon 111,
Thank God., Idon't want to be involved in 2nv such vroject now, and

10 yet certainly could not bear to stand reide while otters put thelir
theories into practice while mine lenguished. (Yes, I know this
is a Tog in twe Yanger complex, but there it is..,)
~  Montre=l hae a fardom, but it's rocis are in alien soil. It has
inadequrte contact with the rest of North American fandom to vut
on 8 North Americen Worldcon, and from t*e little I know of it, Montreal
fendom is too incohesive to form 2 homogenious concom. Andy Porter
tried to flo~t & Yontreal bid for 1977, but he lacked support in
Montrezl itself, 2nd so he withdrew the bid. Winnipes fandom is in
the process cof drifting into other fannish ¢~mps, ¢ne by one, and
probably doesn't have convention facilities up to the task of holding
5,000 attending foans. Of course, Winnipeg, further away from every-
place else in the world excevot Fdmonton, would probably not get 5,000
feans.,.. WFolding the Worldcon in December would insure against over-
attendance. (Maybe that's the answer to overcrowded unfannish World
-cons., Nome Alaska next year anywhere?) This bringe us to Vancouver,
which not only probably has facilities, but has s resevoir of competant
manpower to run the mzchinery of a Worldcon if the annual V-Cons
are any indic=tion. Fowever.,.the biddinr committee contains one
individual who T have worked with on past conventidns, and my confidence
in this persrn, especially i» 2 position of stress such as running
2 Yorlscon is likely to place her, is virtually non-existant. I be-
lieve others who have worked with her 3w the past wculd be reluctant
to endorse her chririnc 2 worldcon bid 21=0, On tre basis of this -
onc persorn I'm opposed to a Worldcon in Vancouver. 1984, however
ie & yerrs away, »nd 6 years is long enourh for either conflict to
dissolve the bid, or fcr the bid to dissolve the conflict, if yvou
xnew whrt T mean,,, Under different circumetances I may yet support

. .
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a Vancouver bid.
C2altlahanleen.

({As noted i= t»e editorinl ¥olta is chanrins direction, due to the
amount of tiwe t»c editor has to spend on the zine, so the number

of book reviers, and in fret 211 reviews except for fnz will probably
dissanpesrr with the next issue, As for snother Worldeon in Canada,

T wouldn't rule ovt Winnipeg, which has more then enough facilities,
an' 3 convention centre of good provortions. WYowever I think a very
likely spot would be Czlrrry, Fdmonton's not the far away, but because
of the pgenersl remotness probzably centt win a Worldcon bid ih the
near future. Cslgery on t-e other hrnd, with suvport from Edmonton
faans would be verfect. There's enourh facilites for a cgood size
worldcon, anc the faan pop. in both cities would give it a. boast

over some recent gatherinrs., Also te mountains 2re a ninty minute
drive away, for some of the best Western scenerv, a consideration
¥orldcon committees must now take into account, as the averzge faan
beccmes more prosverous, and mobile, Montreal, Vancouver and Toronto
thourh are not strong enough to launch a mz2jor campaign, athough Van-
couver is getting stronger, and is likelv to succeed in it's Worldcon
bid barring major changes from now to the vote.)) '

Chester Cuthbert, 1104 Mulvey Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3M 1J5, Canada.

: . - ‘
. The reviews ofnCanadian fanzines sstonished me, mainly because l l

of the number of these now being published. Tt is guite impossible

for a retired pensioner to subs€ribe to 511 the good material being

presented nowadave—even the vprofessionsl magazines I purchase second-

kand. :

Of the fnzs you reviewed, I have recieved Maya 15, and Rothnium 5
only.

Of the local fzrns, only Stuart Gilson is actively collecting
Canadian fanzines, and T evpect to show him yours when he calls to-
morrow. Ve ic carrying = heavy load of study at the University of
Vanitoba, however, and hes been forced to drop a lot of faan writing.

Renn Sutton, 67¢ Mt. Pleasant Rd., Apt. 103, Toronto, M4S 2N3, Canada

I have to maxe this brief because T have draw another drawing
for Maclean's this weekend, plus I'm working "Full Time" at Toronto
Life, Vy next drewing for The Canadian should 2ppear in the saturday,
“ov. 11 issue of The Can2dian (for The "You ~=ked us" column about
"swayiag buildirngsV) ({This Is my tenth or eleventh illo for The
Canadian.) : -

((ec. not; the 1llo cdidn't appesf until thwe 18th edition came out,

for those of ycu who must krow. [It's thc¢ kind- of drawing that I

wish Ronn wculd do for Volta, nofte we're even poing to pay contributors
after this icsue (see editoriel) so “ow 2bout it Ronn.))

Victeria Vayne, T.0. Rox 156, Station D, Toronto, M&P 3J%, Canada.

veCaffrevts bocks T enjoy, =n? have rea? four of the Dragon YHooks.
) ES
(White "raron, I'm waitirs for the penerback, T have not rot 1C.




. er

to spend on a hardcover,) A :
Battlegtar Galactica...unfcrtunately I shetled out 83,75 to see
this at a theatre, an en saw much of it again, free, on a friepdse
¢olour tv, Verdict, nah, Doeen't make it.. On the big screen. the
-ff1aws'infthe‘matting were to appsrent; on.tv it lost-too much;- It
“was"damned both ways. Plot and dialogue stink, Special effects are
Y .‘7oftenTgood,'thpugh, end the only thing that makes it worth spending .
:" 'time on at-all. The Macho Jock Twins, Star Fuck and 2 palling, do
not incite''any pymgathy or identification-ability on tg; part of the
' (But may be a slight _step up from- the Betty's-.of Quark.)
- 'In general, though, blah, 1It's not “worth spending my time on, I

usually have better things to do sunday night, like sort ‘elipsheets

- .Tor really distroyed ones. . . A R e PR
"L Fanzine reviews, are entirely Subjective, and seldom do two
different revéewexa agree. 1I'm glad to see you running them; though—

"+ too few peopldithese days, that any.reversal of the trend 1s heart-
~ening, Besides, I sometimes find it interesting to compare my view
to the entirely different ones of someone-else.-~Rothnium;'fon<exampla.
To me, there is simply no comparison between the—RoEHnIum:of‘today :

. and the issues David Hall started out with lest year-—ﬁe's-mada‘quantum
‘Jumps of improvement in quality. . Today he publishes a nice balanced
genzine, attractively designed and well printed, with some outstanding
articles (and some that I admit I'm not- crazy, about; but then what
else is new?) The original Roianium issues were rather ordinary in
appearance-—not abysmally grungy, but nothing that stéod out either—
and’>while" they had- enthusiaem, they published amateur PICTION!!IJ(’u:p’)

, caden T Tlel Aull quite; that misguided practice in short+order, lined
.' : up'contrlu;.-bn ‘rom fandom, and. got his shit together, ' It isntt
-quite there right nu., but a few'more issues, and he'll probably have
one of the top ten genzines in fandom——provided-he continues on an up-
ward .trend rather .than reste. on his laurels, Slick, yes, as.far.as
mimeo fanzines go; profeseionsl, no—no. more than-any low circulation
mimeo fanzine. €old?—no, competent, which need not be.cold. -David
Hull 1s there, in'sa short editorial, and between-the letters-in the
lettercol,’he's not being aloof. And he's inmeted enough of himgelf

‘throughout the'zine in other tlaces, too. I guees it depends on your
outlook as far as fanzines 89, I received a copy of Rullts prospectus
for Rothnium back before the first issue was even put together, when
they were soliciting contributions and advice, and from the "ideas the
group had for it then in early 1977, I would never have' expecéted to

:..have come in-my mailbox today the .sort of fanzine Rothnium is now—

- Tthe kind_thht”is.all 100 rare in-fandom today and That Y 3 ways' find
a deligﬁt‘tb'receive. You agree .that the zine is better today, but
fay-the old excitement is missing? 1I'd say the excitement--is there

oday, : .

Much of what you review is not "fanzine" type material; though—
there are a lot of amateur fiction zines there, for example.’. But
you review zines, and that's something I hope . you'll continue.’ I 7
Suspect that in many ways what you expect out of a fanzine ia rather
different from what I'd expect-~but' itrs interesting enough to read: -
about that difference that I won't quibble. e e 8 X
: Now' your letter—what T find enjoyable about your letters is
the fact that you seem so interested in.Canadian fandom and-Canadiaen

' fanhistory. (Why not let this 5pill over into Volta?) Tou're,talking

-, -

B
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about & rather frinpe aspect of fandom, though—my concentration
in fandom is entirely sf fanzines, i.e. those put out by people who
were attracted to fandom through sf in books and stories, rather
than through Star Trek; films, or comica, Thus comice and media
zines I would never hesr about—there is rather 1ittle evoss contact
these days, athough at one time all the groupse were closer. - .

((Battlestuck I agree with you whole heartedly about, being &n in-
frequent viewer from the start, has made me appreciate what I can
do when not .watching it, like type up Volta, anawer my mail, and
read other zines, in the last bit T haven't even been thinking akout
watching it. Of course two years from now I'll be able to catch

it on a UHF channel, before I switch to prime time.

Shanny will still be doing fanzine reviews, and he still refuses
to change hls opinions, his taste is however exceedingly strange.
(anyone who reads Perry Rhodant has to be gtrange.) However Shanny
will still continue fandom as he see's it, from what he buys and
wha§ is sent in, he is afterall one of civilizations last unbilamed
degeénerates.)) ed. note; part of this letter was in answer to one
wriéten by the editor, I decided to print it because I felt you the
resder would be interested in it, and you needm't have read the letter
I s%nt in order to understand parts of this one........?

Dav% Cobbledick, 245 Rosalind St., Ashington, Northumberland, NE63-9A%,
England. ' l
Well Dan, me old son, you've done it again; haven't you? Another®™ o
erudzine for vitriol slincers to mash up., I don't know how you do

ity I mean, I sterted pubbing my own zine, Tiofart around the same

time as you started Volta., Now, athough twiF 1s Blowing my own trumpet,
Tiofart looks like Maya Compared to vour efforts. Your presentation .
{a ahitty, the cOnten¥ 1e haphazard and the gener-l style is nausiating.

((T admit the presentation has been shitty, but we're working on it,
and T hope you've have at least noticed some improvement, as for the
content, that is changing as you can see by the editorial with the
next issue, on the other hand Tiofart is not exactly great and In

A Few Issues I'll Beat You. (there I got it out of my system,..7.?)

The Anne McCaffrey thing., Now athough Anne iz a much beloved
and respected authoress, I doubt whether people are going to be in~
terested in reading something which has appeared in a public place
for them all to see; referinge to the Waghington Star newspaper.

2nd Rattlestar Galactica-well, we havenii yet got it over here
in the UK, but It has been reviewed over here several times,..also,
now that it has been screened in the States (and presumabl¥ Canada)
people will have formed their own opinions upon it. Waste of space.

3rd.$uotes and News is a good thing, but unless the news 1s news
then suggest a crafty change to Imformation, becausé that™ 18
what it 1s...News or nott

"Lth Fanzine Reviews, thanks for the mention of Tiofart ,{wonder
what you've got to say about the new fsh?)but I like my reviews to -
be very, very short. There were far to many pages taken up for this,
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the loneliness of it all.
-thoughts-

-clack, tlackw=~long into the night, ‘
Got ten more zines to loc tonight. What!, three o'clock and I've
go to work tomorrow—oh my Ghod.
Fiawol. o ’
Thie is & crudzine, why did that neo send 53t to me? Does she actually
think I've got time to loc it? What the hell, I've already got the
first page done.
Gotta look that up in Warnerts book., How do I spell that--got to
buy a dictionary someday, ' ‘ '
-clack, clack-=long into the night,
Wife wants me to come to bed (and I haven't even finished reading
Algol, (who does she think she is?))
Fiawol.
What's this that brf wrote &bout another? Why is this faan complaining
about 1t? Why? Why? ’
My Name Is Mentioned-—they spelled it wrong!: )
Here's a letter from a neo wanting to knéw when the next issue of
Nurd 1s going to come out? Soon!, SOON!, I tell you, maybe in a
“year or two. : I
Look who's getting a divorced from whom! I knew they'd never make
it as a couple, she's into Star Trek, ond Me's into Space 1999,
Thls is » wonderful fanzine——athough I believe the editor is expecting
to much, when he promises 300 pages a month,
This is a hote letter— ’
clack, clack—long into the nirht,
T didn't know he died, last time I saw him he was running around the
hotel at last year's Worldcon in a gorrillia suit chasing a girl in
a slave's costume from the Gor series. ' -
Fiawol.
This person can't exvect me to .publish this trash in Xurd, I have
my standards to maintain.
Either Nurd goes or my jJob goes, and Just when I was begining to
take interest in being a scientist, )
What's this from my apa-I must contribute ten pagee or lose my
membership, How dare they, T founded it. I've been busy. They
can't do this to me, I protest! How do they expect that I'm going
to estch up on my mail, and publish another issue of Nurd if I have
to come up with ten pages to satisfly them? _
—this just can't go on. ’
clack, ¢lsck,~—long into the night. ‘
I need & new typewriter ribbon, how can I expect to create enlightened
letters with a faded ribbon, now answer me that. .
Fiawol.
I didn't know he was going to gafia, this could have serious repro-
cussions, I'11 lose the only paying subscriber that Nurd has. This
is unfair, I nearly had Rurd on a firm financial footing and now I!ve
been dealt this setbsckl
I don't care who said it T want blood, or at least a apology, I write
better than the guy who writes Perry Rhodant
;ieck clack,~long into the night,

awol .
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enjoyable book, though it's constant scene changing meant that I
found it also very easy to put the book down for a few hours,,,or
days.,.0r... It did not grip me and hang onto me until I had fin
~-ished it. And no, I will not add this novel to my collection.
But T alsoc do not regret having purchased it in the first place,

te#sssletters also carried over from I don't know wherasesese

especially in a small sized package that Volta happens to be.

5th: Locs, I like these in any zine, but who was that dread-
ful Cobbledick fella who neede his fucking dirty mouth washing out
with soapy water. Still, I must echo hie opinions on Volta all
of which will carry through to this ish, _ .

In conclusion I must say that Volta could improve one hell of
a lot after all you're not a dimwit; a Turd or any such abomination.
What you need are some interesting articles, good and plentiful art-
work, decent heading titles, a firm policy as to what you're do
and finally good reprocduction. Sorry about all the vitriol, but if
T said anything less it woulda't be truel

((Let me at him, come on Dan you promised, this pompus turkey.,,

Now Shanny while Greg and I hold you on the floor so you can have
your temper tantrum, think of what you can do to Tiofart in the
review section.....okay now,.,...

Some of your comments Dave are well founded, but we're improving,

and someday, yes someday there will be the most incredible issue

ever in fandom...but that's a little ways off, and now on to the’

last letter.)) '

Michael MacKay, 1587 Westbrook Drive, Peterborough, Ontarfo, XKSJ €RG.

I was quite surprised to reccive a copy of Volta today. Tt
took a grand total of five days for my zine to reach your place
and your's to reasch mine. Quite a contrast from the last izsue of .
Algol, which took forty-five days to reach me and arrived with the
envelope completely torn on three of the four sides,.

Volta was a nice surprise, It's a nice surprise that every
faned doesn't think it necessary to have a cover that took some
poor artist two hundred hours to draw and has to be reproduced by :
offset, It's also a nice surprise to find a fanzine that isn't
as impremsive af most of the gnes in my colle;tign. COmpziga to 4
my copies of Rothnium, SFR, Algol, Karase, Ash-win » Boreealis, an
Cg eg Toadstool ec!.aﬁ§'3;n Tst e?Tort ceemed pretty Yesble.'
!EE then Volta, the firet fanzine I receive in trade is pretty small
too. It's a nice feeling,

And so ends the lesttercol, and now for the: WE ALSO NEARD FROM P!E%;
Requiem, Norbert Spehner, Kenny Willis Jr,(for 1t°s slze as enter-
tained me alot.), Gil Galer(read it and enjoyed it.), Eric Scalsi,
Bil1-Dale Marcinko, Richard E. Geis, and of course Leigh Edmonds

whose name-unfortunately didn't get in last issue, thankyou one and

all and 'rite again....I.I...OIlI..O....C...llll......‘.....“.....
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Tom Jones, 39 Ripplesmere, Bracknell,
Gaodn coweantd (oliild Iruew oril Berks, Rg12/3QAVEngland} --''(FOOL
PRI LNl ol § 1P 1 1 ole el G4 BIISL = B e By kcxgggxru:zc.b33?31n3'bnargggcw53
H_ 2 Waif 3 is allftyped andilinow'need to -
.3 0,8 ol pan i Foll summon up’ therenergy)to! duplicate it.
S8 Lo2tvon 5 AcGT ¥ .ceT i Somehow-once thel'creativetlprocessiis
: aif np) nndel o cpn. ostrcfinished:the.réstibecom¥sta:drag, o0orT - .
You're right’on.what you-say:about droppingihamesimaking’you:pépular,
and; speaking,your;mind. oIn.Waif 3;1phave;awgotﬂétszgtNicho;adﬁﬁ?youJ
may.have;heard;of>him; and;as he'sIlocked.onias7a Uliero! by certain’parts °
of UK fandom“who-can-do;no:wrong;~I’is alloweditolslanderiall’with"nols
comeback.,,,I-shall no doubt end.up unpopular.o Fortunately this'worries
me NOYennmmn sfor ard .} Swo od Dipunc 2% opfenid naofiell dreeycl DoEECy
-blt's;vpyyodigf;gu;t for.people: to .separate -people and:ideas;cinifact
some philosophers insist we are but the sum of:ourlideas, #GeisTthough®
I'm sure throws out.ideas.to see what.reaction heigets and:sometimes he
gets a hammering (oftén rightly so). L
(3.7 owe Dmoseranct no nosd acd pifol 36 cpasl dondl))

Ciflpparod koA yinf o s pEAg : .
*((Slander 18’ certainly ;an;unpopular.act,cand maybe;asmygu putyit irightly

80' however that ‘can’ only be Jjudged(when Isee-Waif 3.))- at Totsoilqubd

Jessica Amanda:Salmonson;<Box 5688, University -Stat1on;iseattie) Washington
98105, USA.off. D onuei nsewl bu 1 po i oJV0 o8 Joza0ht g 0uz i ert s
SUTGUI0 S o dnenll cud c 0wk URo00C han g.s0l ordadd pdalh
Dear dapper Dan: My moft (sic) gracious hummle (sic) fanks (sic) four
(sic) yore (sic) nifty funzine (sic)-entitled Volta (cross the volta  _
MMPH, cross the volta MMPH, mm-mm-mm-mm, cross the volta MMPH), I did ﬁ:acgn
in truly fact enjoy parts of it, tho' it isn't‘meaty enuff (sic) two (sic) ™
trigger lota of comments., Wee tsf@l had .a-one-(sic) derful holida¥ i
here——a small Solstice celebration with juss/(sic)~a.few wimmin (Sic) '
to honor the Goddesa—— then a regular;ol’. \éhristhaa‘i.\(sick) gathering 19
at the local sf club, then another ﬁqrtyrgtﬁaqrri;and suzle's, another ™
planned for the New Years at_Vonda McIntyre & Jane Hawkins' place.  In
between it all, 1 finiahed-the‘book_AH&ZONS\yhich { will mail to DAW=sf

in another week, .I hope~“you'll review-it ;someday; available sometime
next year, I /f A 9

o ) .

4 2% s
({(A review when I find the book Onféﬁg;neystand, or someone else finds
it on their newstand and sends me,in“a review, I promise, though it .
might have to wait for a special’ review ‘issue,I!ve planned out sort
of in my mind sometime when I haze gpgugyﬁprOper\ggterial))

Sy :
) Lo M T ™~N
. Y ‘—\\ l\ . . .
Michael V. MacKay, 1587 Weatbrook Dr%, Peterborough, Ont,, Canada, K9J 6K6
I thought maybe you died or even gafiated. If you don't watch it, Loki 3

might be out befors Volta 5. Look for it™in your mailbox by the end
of March. Except for the better lettercol, I‘ haven't received any

&

- contributions, I've decided I don't need any contributions, and I can't

afford the paper to print them all. XIfgén't even have the room to
print all my contributions.) The format of Loki has been adjuated accord
"'ingly. ' . ? ,'T: :-b

"-"ch\. [ L

((I am st11l alive and kicking, and -no. I‘have fot gafiated. Just tired
I guess is the only excuss for not publishing Volta.))

.



Robert Fester, Box 972, Carbondale, Il., 62901, USA.

Today's mail brought to me, among the usual bills, hardware store
flyers, and assorted miscellania, the most current installment of '

The Whole Fanzine Catalog.
Therein, I found among the usual flotsam and jetsam areview of

your magazine Volta which seemed to be more ‘roast then a review, But
then Brown, for all of the manifest shortcomings of Wofan (as he
is want to call his zine) isn't the kindest reviewer, ",

I make my 1iving in roughly squal parts as a writer and a -deputy

- sheriff, I am & 1973 graduate of Illinois State University. I edit a

limited circulation fiction zine called Weird Adventures, e

I have an anthology of Canadian swo sorcery in the works
called Beyond Nothern Lights. It should be out in the not greatly
distant future, As it stands now, 'Commoner's Books of Ottawa' has
first shot at producing it. _ -

‘best wishea for future successes with your zine,

{(Each issue of Volta has been an improvement over the»lasf,,And hopefully
as Brown puts it.] may yet have a chance at finding the enchanted .
duplicator in a few hundred issues,)) :

Yes this is another WAHF, Lari and Lea Davidson, Barry Kent MacKay, .
Barry Meikle, Michael S. Hall, Brian Earl Brown, Bruce Gillespie,
Alpha Centura Inc., and Neology from the Edmonton sf club,

20 59 '
"  ? ,, S




THE SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN:
by SHANNY

For better for worse this space is Fiven to me the incredible
Shanny, to pop off at you faneds, expose the turkeys and mention the
gems if the're any? - .. :

" And from the pile the first EYgKeé¥, victim is: Locus, edited
by Charles N. Brown, 34 Ridgewood Lane, Oakland, CA,  OLRT1,U.5.A.
$1. a 1ssue or $9./12 issves N, America (V.5, cash), approx. monthly,
approx. 20 pages per issue. ’ : S '

Locus containe all the news that there iz in sf, nobody does it better,
nor has anyone made more money out of it than Charles Brown. For
over a decade Locus has been "the" newszine, It has .t grown in
those years, ITom & small mimeo newszine with a few hundred readers,
to a offset magazine, with photos, sdvertising by the major sf pub-
lishers as well as the smaller ones and has gone from a sideline -

in Charliets 1ife to his job full time. Locus now employs two assis-
tants, and reaches between 7 and 8 thousand -readers-every. issue,

(The old fan in the backroom is erying now, "This is not a FANZIREL")
That may be true,Charlie has withdrawn Locus from-the smateur mag-
azine competition,after he won this. year's Hugo for the fourth time.
But. their are other elements to consider, Locus started out in life
as a fanzine, and now i1t is somewhere in the middle, Tt's fanzine
roots are still their, but they are disappearing now. The
batch of issues I have on hand here, 211-214 are fairly reprsentive
of the direction Loecus is heading in, hard news, less in Jokes, for
consumption by a Teader not familar with s¢ fandom, or 8f for that
matteér. . The only weak point Locus has is thet it tends to fall ' -
way behind schedule, with issTes appearing at very odd times so
that -a 12 issue sub. may take more than a year to run out, other 23
than that highly recommended. . - :

. .

g!g_9 & 10 %Egﬁis edited by Taral and
aral Wayne McDonald VictorTa Vayne. It acts as a
1812-415 Willowdale Ave. : fannish newszine, for Toronto's
Willowdale, Ont, ' . "Derelict's" and others, The
M2K 5B4, Canada, content can best be described as
3/817. (9.8.) or 3/81.20 (Can.) being very fannish in origin,
monthly, ususally 10 pgs.? .Victoria and Taral have long been

: . - known for their expertise in the
art of using eolour  in their mimeoing. DNQ gives faans who haveé
never seen zines such as;%ﬂg 10 whick usés six different colours,
a chance to see what can Be done with the mimeo-still at a ‘very
reasonable price, If any of you out their are interested in what
fandom 18 (or was) DNQ is the place to see it happening, and no
more need be said, = ' ' :

Loki 1 Loki .suffers. what all new
Michael MacRay fanzines by a.unknown faan suffer: .
1587 Westbrook Drive lack of material, Michael wrote .
Peterborough, Ont, the entire first issue, which isn't
K9J 6R6, Canada. as bad as some have been, - but much
-40¢ or 3/81. or the usual, of 1t is just a little pretentious.

He's got a very good grasb on the
mimeo machine, so futwre issues if there are too be any should be
reproduced well., Whet is Lokl to become, I don't know, and I don't
think Michael does either, right now it's a personalzine,
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Bring on the next bateh arnd lets see the meat,....,..,

Aftag2 ' _ Every once in a while a crazy
-Dall Marcinko editor comes out of the woodwork,
home address 5/16—8/31 ' and they attract other similar
rater Ave. : Crazies; and a subfandom is formed.
Wharton, NJ, 07885, U.S.A. . This appears to be the case, in
' the form of Bill-Dale Marcinkeo, .
school address 9/1~5/15 " Afta started out it seems to be
- ' . centred around comix fandom, with
Rutgers University . this the second issue it reads-
New Brunswick, ., U.5.4. like a2 magazine for bopular cul-
200pp. 81.50 a issue or$3/4 ture. Their is no focus-in the

-

-zine, egnd even Bill-Dale? admits
this fault,: Certainly one can see a lot of work has gone into Afta,
but the question is was it a)l in vain, Two hundred pages of small
printing by less than well known fans,writing about subjeets I-the
reviewer know something about,and managing to hold back the tears |
as they fuck it up is not my idea of entertainment, Bad running
Jokes, and the feeling that the editor printed absolutely’everthiﬁg
he could obtsin permission ‘also goes t~ wake -Afta less entertaining.

4

.What Bil1-Dale? needs is to stert ~“iting, produce smaller more fre-

quent issuew,ani he might rct -0 of the deficit Afts has unless he
is wealthy. Maybe because he lives in New Jersey EaS'SOmethingvto
do with 1t9 ) '

Requiem 23 ' ' Requiem the french Canadian
1Ug5~Sf. Jean has ofice again proved that quality
Longueuil, p.qQ. ) 4s 1t's by word. This issue shows
Canada, J4H 2723 ", thet fandom is -far from a dispersed
$1. a issue or 8€/6. " non-homgenous in Quebec. Editor
bimonthly 40Opp. Norbert Spehner has séveral vieces

in this issue as do Michel Belil,

~ Daniel Sernine, Ineer Bozzeto, Bernsrd Goorden and Jacques Sadoul,

Reccomended to 8 yone who speaks French,

Tiofart . ' : I reviewed issue two in this
245, Nosalind st. . column last issue. The present
Ashington, Northumberland, issue has several things going for
NE 63-9AZ, U.X, , © 1it, a very good cover by Terry

the ususel, 40 rages, Jeeves, and a short interview with

~ - : Bob Tucker by Mary Long. However
Tiofart once again suffers from editorial incompedance. Yes, the're

8t111 printing ghod awful fiction, old movie reviews of shows that .

have usually been on the late show upteen times, (oopshrorgot,they'
don't have late shows over their, something to do with a low sex
drive or some such thing...) but anyways to sum 1t all up Tiofart
is improving, but Dave needs better materiasl and ideas. as Tar as
design and layout are concerned,

Not much in the mallbox 's0 far that has impressed me encugh .
to recomend it, maybe what is needed ore. some new ideas in fandom.
Itm getting articles thust arpesr to be articles of articles, is
their no originality left in fandom anymore? The major-offenders,
are not necessarily alwsays new faans...waaaaagh!...;Jand onward, ..

}

<
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Orbital Relerence 2 What's wrong with O.R, is that

¢/0 J., Michael ¥cKay . there's to little of everything,
g7 gong:rf;a 2r.' Lake: Well that's common for a new

+ 8. #1, Porter's e, - neoish fanzine, 0.R. has enough °
Halifax County, Nova Scotis, . , . potential, that In a couple issues
Canada, Bo; 230, : 1t will be worth glancing through
+35¢ for issue 3, . a copy. But by then I rather

or the.usual, ‘have to believe the law of averages

' : A and say that the zine will most
likely be cead before that happens.

. The Devil's Advocate ' Barry has the same problem with

° Barpry Meikle ‘ Advocate that O.R, hasg, lack of
877 Kensington Dr., material, Though in Barry's case
Peterboroush, Onterto ~ the materisl is begining to appear,
Canada, K9wf6J8 Still nothing in this issue to
the ugusal, Canadian get all that excited about, but
postage atgmps, or again their is some promise in
how about § & buck, the zine 1if it survives..,.,
Sf Commentar Sf Comm, is the super sercon
U.3. agents; . zine.,  The zine has gone back
Hank & Leslsigh Luttrell ) to being mimeoced after a brierf .
525 West Main, Madison, WI, flirt with offset, reason being -
53703, USA, - cost, | :
Austrialia; Bruce 71llespie The long distance between issues
GPO Box 5193AA, Me bourne, may be improved, but editor Bruce
Yictoria, 3001, Australia. Gillespie talks like a broken
$1, Aust,/ or / $1.20 in ' man over the failure of Sf Comm.
U.S. and Canada‘a issue. . - despite extensive advertising

to get more  than 500 subscribers,
= : Probably the major reason being
that St Comi, attracts so few people is that design and layout are kept
to their slmplest terms, with virtually no artwdrk, just page after page
of unbroken type. . However if you want perceptive ingights into the sf
you're reading or might read, from maybe a perspective you haven't considered
R34 Comp, is for you,

Fantarama Ynzg N, ¢ ' Fantarama b1lls itself as 'A
Pubbug Press Pu ications - Magazine for the Fannish World!
11220 Bird nd. . .. Yyet scmehow the world that 1t
Richmond, B.C., V6X 1N8 - - seems to be directed at is the
. 6 issues $4. or ,75¢ an isaue, comic faan world? :

i//WhEEGer it is directed at it,
deserves your attention, if only because- t's an inexpensive, well laid
out little riagazine with at least one or two articles that are interesting
to any faan or should be, Athough théir has been a delay longer than
usual between this issue and the last, Fantarama follows it's bi-monthly
schedule pretty closely, making this a very dependable 1little magazine

1f you decide to subscribe to 1it,

Wy ¢
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Gu*ing Gyre #11/12
i aliaer

1016 Beech Ave.
Terrance, CA, 90501, USA,
the usual, I guess

about $1. if you nust.

S0 that we get some neos, or bnf's typos,
can fit the letter in., Most of this issue
is made up of Gaiorg 'Project' in
favourite reading choices on a 100 scale r
that this is a va
The zine can't really be recommanded
favourite author's books.

Stardust Vv, 2, N. 3
Forrest Fusco J0...ed,

¢/o Stardust Publ:ications
222 Albany Ave.
Toronto, Ont, - -
Canada, MSR 3C6
$1.50 per copy or
$6. (four issues)

a
- more than Sf Comm,. The repro,
can be descrived as being good

which read

2id system which is valuable
except

has ever had,

GG, is not a visual fanzine,
though it does pay attention

to poor. Gaier has a tendancy
to take letters sent to him,-
and paste them into his zine, -
strikeovers ect,, if Gajer.

+ in-fact the whole damn thing
ers send in their personal .
eading system. Gaier believes -
for teachers, teaching sf?
as guide to some of your

A . .

The cover by Ken Steacy is
about the best the magazine
In fact though
the magazinelone of the lower

paying markets for fiction,

it does pay as much as Usaarth,
and though it's fiction doesn't
come up to the standards of many
other sf magazines, the presentation

-
"

is geiefally far uuperior>duo ta@ the better paper used, A good magazine

to keep your eyes on in the future,

e Whole Fanzine Catalog &4, 5, 6/7 °
rian Earl Rrown.
16711 Burt Rd., #207
Detroit, Mich, 48219, U.S.A.
the usual, 1-3 trade, or

HA0¢ a imsue or 5 for $2,

out looking, for what is being pubiiahed in Tandom today.

Simulacrum 8 o
ctoria Vayne T
P.0. Box 156, Stn. D ° . -
Toronto, Ont, D .
Canada, M6P 3J8 '
. $2.50 U.S, in North America,
" and $3,00 U.S, overseas.

r—

WoFan tries to review-all that -
graces Brown's door each month
or s0. The reviews are generally
fair, though their is always
some disagreement., The repro. .
is generally fair to poor.
Wo¥an is & good way to start

This is the doomgday and -
unfortunately last issue of
SIM, the best fanzine graphically
now, The issue is a little .
too serconish for'my taste and
Victoria's too. She was planning
on making SIM shorter and more
faanish, but she had to much

. trouble getting materisl. 8im is likely to become one of the all time

great -fanzines for faans and collectors.,
what else Victorin publishes beside the ne

That'a it for this issue, please keep send
can review them, and please support Howard
the Faan Awards Committee, - p .

It will be interesting to see’

wszine with Tarel‘'DNQ,’

ing those zines to Dan, so I
the Duck as a candiate for

. -
’




BRITOTES

This the last page of Volta has been set sside to review a few
things which care in after a 2he deadlines had passed, The first
is the Fanzine [irectory, vol. » advailable fer trade, or US. and
Aust, $7, Canade 31,75, UK. 60p. or 5 Intermational Reply Coupons.
advailable from Allan Beatty, PO. Box 1040, Ames, IA 50010, USA,

FD lists virtually every fanzine published; vol. 2 covers 1976,
with a total of 874 separate zines listed, along with the addresses
of the editora The directory also includes corrections for vol, 1,
Probably the most comprehensive listing now being issued, This
issue of FD was published in August of 1978, Particularily reccommended
for collectors.,

Fantarama 9 (see Shanny's reviews for address info,) arrived a
couple of days ago, Still a bargain for .75¢, for 48 pp. printed
with justified margins. The zine is coming out on time again, approx.
bi-monthly, this issue is more faanish than most of the previous,
with a faan column on the Rain party held in Vancouver to help finance
the 1984 campaign for the Worldcon, and the reappearance of Lulu
review; reviewing fanzines, Fantarama bridges the sf, f. faan world
with that of the comix faan worild. Recommended. 27

Ignoring good judgement and what have you, I went last night to
see the new space epic Buck Rogers in the 25th Century. Expecting
the worse, though the fi is rate H eir were an inordinate
number of children wai+ ing in the lineup,and in the theatre they
were even more in presence, Bracing myself for the worse, the film
open slowly for the first 30 seconds or 80, then it cut t¢ a number
of very beautiful girls ir suggestive poses, Yes, they got my interest,
After that the film moved along, at full tilt, no time to stop and
explain or think about the inconsitancies in the script.

The plot borrows from Star Wars heavily, with a dash of Battlestuck
thrown in for good measure. roduced by Glenn Larson product cns, the
same people who “rought you Battlegtuck, Buck Rogers is a funnier,
more likeable venicle than the other. I'm calling this one the best
satire on sf films so far, If you happen to see it take,es nothing
more than that and enjoy.




Dan Farr
R. R. #8

Dunnville, Ont.
Canada, N1A 2w7

25

##%return postage guaranteed®®#

’
1

ﬁ? é@%/ﬂl>/71%113/&jﬁ“ |
PO, Bop 43478

Deddl St
V ewcoven, B, C.
= U7X AR



