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- The Editor's Opinion

by John Willcox Herbert

Page 3

Well, thanks a bunch, and we promise
nos o forgst thelinte people we squashed
on our way to the top, Karl what's that
stuff on the sole of your shoe!

Buc seriously....

If vou haven't heard already, Under
The Qzone Hole won the 1903 Prix
Aurora Award for Fan Achievement -
Fanzine. Since we weren't there in person
to receive the award, ] nope no one objects
if we take a few paragraphs here for a
thank-vou speech of sorts,

First, congratulations to the orher
nominees. o share the nomination with
the likes of BCSFAzine, Alouette.
Communiqué. Temps Tar,

ConTRACT was award enough

. f T
CEOCSH T meéan were Gf?CH!'lH’lg, thoug

Second, thanks go to our many con-
tribucors, especially Laure Atkins, David
Gordon-MacDonald and Paula Johanson
whao have given Us great stories, reviews and
articles, {And more i the future. right?

More thanks go to Liovd Penney and
Robert Runcé, who have given us lots of
encouragement and advice {some of which
we took, some we declined, bur all we
apprecia ted:: .

Important thanks go to Menica and
Stephanie: Monicafor herexcellent proof-
reading. desptte the fact chat I never give
herencughtimero dothejob, and Stephanie
for magically turning the blank spaces |
can't fir words into into art.

And lastly, thanks to our readers for
their support,

Y a know, for a zine title Under The
Ozone Hole. we haven't featured much
abour the environment. Monica's horse,
Red, has a badly sunburned nose this year
for the first time. and other horses in the
So Red is

looking verv chic in zinz. | was coing to

area are suffering as well.

] . 1 e

commeni on the environmental record of
- L. R

British Columbia's current New Demo-

cratic Pargy government: adding cramsic

levies to gasoline {goad!:‘,. increasing tax

on luxury zars {good!}, increasing the

scope of provincial sales tax o include
solar panel cells (bad!}. and che decision
to allow logging in C!a)’oquot Sound
‘harmful, bad. foolish. half-wicted, asi-
nine. daft. stupid. inexcusable. horrific,
piss-poor, and just plain ofd dumb dumb
dumb dumb dumbi!!!71. 1 was going o
touch on this, bur | guess 1'd berter nor
now. You see. Kim Campbe i she who
would be Prime Minister, savs that I'm a
condescending s.0.0. In her eves. eriticiz-
ing government withour being a member

of a pelitical parey is a no-no.

She said inan interview in Vancouver
magazine: "I don't believe that democratic
fnstitutions run on autopilot. The Ehing
thar infuriares me is apathy. People who
boast about how they've never been in-
volved In 2 political party. Whe do they
think is working to keep this society intact
so thev can have rhe luxury of sirting back
and being such conrf!escending s.ob st Te
hell with them.”

Gee. and L afwavs thaugh: that it was
taxpaving citizens who worked to kcep

this society together by paving cheir taxes

- Uader-Fhe-OzoneHole Number Four - May 1993
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i provide funds so that cheir representa-
tives in Parlizment. elected by cicizens,
could pass laws und implement orograms
15 decreed D" the will of the citizens. And

alwavs rhoug’nt one the principles of

et

ot

PMOCTALIC 30ciery was that 4 Person Cou uid

.

= policically scuve and effeccived’ with-
out being a Party Member. Golly, tirst Ms.

Campbell brands cirizens who oppose the

current gcvemment"ﬁ programs’ enemies,

' - -,

o R
‘ﬁdhgk views, cven for a Lory, Didn't we

ger nid of these ideas 8 vears v’
But mavbe [ am too condescending. [

guess it must be from listening For toe

many years (o condes ndmo ,Jbli[ ans

who waste and over pend our money and

. '
then tell us we Yh;we to cut back. ‘mu

Allegumc

To hell with you, Kim.

he Editor's Other Opinon

:by'_KarI Johanson

[m a wypi-
cally great loak-
ing guy withu 9
tnch penis. |
never really be-
lieved any of the
letzers in your
“forum” section
until my neigh-
bours Candy.
Buffy and
Yolanda came
over one dav
withalarge bow!
of k(8poono
READ ERROR
L -
EER A S ¢ 1] 1]
801 010 o1
150 181 1o

%ggggggggggggggggggl! AN

LCOM.>>>>>> can see the new
computer 1s working out fine. The oniv
problem ['ve had so far was with rext files
{a few of my lerrers o other zines got
mixed n with some Under The Ozone
Holetiles, burFve managed to scraigheen
the whole rhing our.

I believe the Aurcras managed to

. . - .
:)errar—n irBa. . u'l‘ .\ 13 Dy MoSh imoor-

i E

Tant funeziom. ©hev heiped make fans

e of V‘,“il! s by

:“ g,an.launs I‘l e h-,.llrﬂ 31 >DCM.LL‘1=‘."'6
fiction.

Seeing who was chosen to win is also

t. bur I think a second-

AN IMPOranc aspec
ar}" ane. Iﬂ aur L.‘lfigof‘!" { WWas hﬂnoufﬁd
just o see our cirle lisred next to other
worthy zines [and now we have the ad-
dresses of ¥ zines we didn’t have before™.
Manv thanks to Perer Tavvis and Tiennis

Muilin as well 55 co all che ochers on the

Aurora and Wolfcon commitrees. Abso

1 H : ] : ! T
rhanks (0 Adam iCharlesworta 'dﬂd Liovd

provide more reviews or repores of elinibiz

W

wecanget .:es?ecialfj.'
from fans west of
Vancouver Island}.

This issue is
designed for release
ar V-Con 20 [this
will be 12 V-Cons
in a2 row for me’.
Setring up reiease
dares ro correspcnd
with convensions re-
ally seems ro hei?
deprocrastinnte me,
though probabiv net
cnoug'n. I fear. |
strongly suspect that
this issuewill be col-
lated che nighr be-
fore we leave while
should be packinc
Atany rate ['miook-
mg forward o V-
Conand expect that,
with Steve Foroe as
con chair, it will pe
at worst a wonderful rime.

Cne addirional bic zbour the Kennedy
assassimation. Some people have argued
that che photos of Oswald holding fire-
arms were faked. ['ve thoughe a greas deal
abour it and decided chat ic just isn't
possible for somecne to do thar sort of

thing to 1 nhorograph.

tnder-The-Bzone-Hole Number Four - May 1993
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{i{Whar basn'c Roberr donein Cana-
dian Faandom: Well, co our knowledge he
hasn 't danced nzked on a Diaafers Table ar
2 Toroneo Trek. Bur fe's done jusc abous
evervehmg efse. Helll be Fan(ioH ar
Conadian. Robers advises us that i car-
ler version of this article appeared in

Novord, edited b{ v Colin Finz. }}

As a long rime fan [ have contributed
my share of articles to the extensive body
of "how to” literature on organizing fan
clubs, atrending and running SF conven-
tions, and fanzine publishing. Most of
these articles are for che edification of new
fans; indeed, the recruitment of neos is
often the real point behind writing a guide
to fandom. I have long believed thar the
continued vicalicy of our subeulture is
de9en<§an: upon a steady supply of new
members and the new ideas they :Dring
with them.

What [ have been slow to realize,
however, is that thelogical corollary of the
need for a constant influx of new blood
may be the corresponding need for the
eventual &eparture of the older genera-
tion. While there are 1 grear many articles
instructing neos on che finer points of
joining fandom. there is relacively lictle
available on when and how one should zall
ir C{ui(s. In my e.\:pez‘i nca, inertia often
carries iong time fans to continue their
habit of conand clubartendance long after
chey have lost any real interest. Others
remain inceresred and active, bur are fix-
ated on the events of the golden zge [ie.
whenever they were neos) and have failed
to keep up with recent trends and events,

Crhers have in fact lon

o since gatiated,
but ‘have failed ro make che mecessarv
adju.stmenes to thetr selr‘«image. I there-
fore offer senior fans the following list of
tell tale signs that they may have reached
the poincac which retirement from fandom

is now imminent.

YOU KNOW ITS TIME TO
GAFIATE WHEN..

~vou mail out the latest issue of

i

your fanzine, and all buc three copies com

back labeled, "noc known at this address’

..you try explaming to the club ex-
ecutive why somerthing won't work on the
grounds that "Youremember chelast time
we tried that!”, only they don'c

..you show up at rhe convention vou
helped to found and the registear teies <o

recruit vou to fandom

~vou work 1 lot of grear tas

. . )
ineo your ToastMaster speech, only none

of che people thev re about show up at the
con

..you find the current issue of your
fanzine in the huckster room marked.
“Rare Fanzines from che Yesteryear of
Fandom"

..the office manager announces a
new "open access” policy for the office
photoco?iers, and all you can think of is,
“WNow I'll be able to get my office reports
done faster!”

.. The TAFF ballor arrives and vou
stack it with your junk mail

..you notice that the fanzine pro-
duced by chat promising neo is issue
#1438

.your boss asks you if you have
plans for the Labour Day weekend next
year, and you can't remember off hand

..che editor of the local clubzine
phcnes you up and asks if he can interview
you abour the old davs
' w¥OU WID 3 fan award, but it's for
“Liferime Achievements”

~.VOU VISIT vour $9-2ditors ro ?icf\' up
this issue’s submissions and they tefl you
how noscalgic that makes them feel, but
what did you want really?

~vou notice that the Chair of this
year's convention has the same name as
chat kid who won the Costume Contest in
the “under five” category a while g0

YO get really angry ar an arcicle by
some jerk. and then realize it's a reprinc of
SGmCEhing "-,-'OU. WrOts Ten j\'eﬁl's 3\50

.you have ro ask "Which rap group
was that again?” when the neo you're
tatking to keeps referring o “APA and the
BINFs"

you decide ta drop into the weekly
meeting of che local club and the janicor
tells you they haven't mer in this building
for over three years

..the only names you recognize in
fanzines chese davs are in the "in
memorium’ column

.vou send an article to a fanzine
Cﬂ!i‘:ﬁd E“fr" A COUPE& O-{ negs o E,i'l\'.‘\)ul'flgf:
them, and chey send it back
~you threaren to quit SF and no-

bady tries to talk vou out of it

Under The-Ozone Hole Number Four - May 1993
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LAST M

FRIDAY
9:30 Black Holes: Are They Real,
or Just a Leftist Conspiracy -- with
Otiver North, Marlon Brande, and Jermy

Pournsllie.

10:00  Laser Tag and Bearing People
Up With Sticks {There is actually no
panel on this topie, it's just a convenient
way of gerting rid of all the jerks for a
while and give the rest of the con 2 break
Maximum [Q limit = 883

1030
the real thing just won't de,

Artificial ]rue}ligence -- When

11:00
permanens part of fandom? Myles Bos,
Biff Hollis, Monika Bandersnat;h and

Robert Gunderson speak of their personal

Goats - Apassing fad ot anew

experiences.

11:30

session -- 19 years and over only

Eifquest Fan deprogramming
Tunless
you're American, then it's 21}, This isn't
Pr&‘l‘!“-'

2:00 D & D Players Against Funda-
mentalism -- Does religious fundamen-
talism }ead to unusual worship parcerns,
violence, and suicide?

12:30 My @#%$ing Computer is
Better Than Yoursi!!

CWIis 2 computer can come and participate

- Anvone who

in this panel/screaming match. Be pre-
pared to listen to all the srandard compu-
£er user arguments, like: " Oh, yeah? Well,
my Fenwick 282 has a +1 meg hamsrerszat,
11 self-cleaning micro-wave math proces-
sors, 2 spare Donkey Kong carrridges, a
French, and a Russian and a Swahili
grubbelderhrew, 2 so‘ar-powered back-up
gitzensnorker, not to mention a 728 baud
rate hummamaginger that’s compartible
with ahy blue or orange computers made
since 1985!! Sc there, nyah!”

13:30  How To Win at “Smurf Res-
cue in Gargamel's Castie” - Is jr true

that you can make Smurferte’s dress dis-

appear?

1400 Clam Shooting! -- The how

new Californiarifie sport that'sactracting

girls, money, and gun nuts. In the Sly

Stallone Room.

14:30 Movie Previews
JFK IL: THE SLAUGHTER CONTIN-

UJES -~ Wes Craven takes over from where

Oliver Stone left off. Featuring William
Shatner, who utters that immorztal line:

“What have vou done with Kennedv's

brain?!?”
TERMINATOR ©:ELECTION DAY -
Brian Mulroney stars as 2 man sent from

Elﬂ.e {L{CUY@. [Re} \i&S[L‘O” odun CEJ‘ Canac{a.

1
Poeelnhion

Crily winning the next federal
stands in his way.

SLAVE GIRL QF GOR:

they said shouldn't be made!

-- The movie

Starring
Dolph Lundgren and Madonna.

TOTAL REC
denly forger the terrible horrors of the

ALL IT - Americans sud-

Reagan/Bush Administrations: amnesia or

rose-coloured glasses? The Democrars race

against time to {ind out why.

2000:; A SPACE ILLIAD -- Scenley
Kubrick's liztle seen prequel.

THE LAWNMOWER MANIL WEED-

EATER -- Naw,

15:00 101 Great Blowfish Jokes --
Lastyear, some people thought this panef
was so funny that they had ro leave before
it ended!

16:00  Cheese Whiz Coupons -- How

to cotlect them, and where to trade them,

SATURDAY

10:0¢  Rewriting Other People’s Sto-
ries And Getting Them Published --
CANCELLED {Someone stole ouridea.}

11:00 The Secret Life of Robert
Runté -- University student gone mad, or
fandom's greatest secret? Cur p:mel of
experts {Bob Johnson, Marshs Chondrice
Sally Mander, Robert Ludium, and Steve
o

+2% take you behind the scenes and ex-
plorz the lifz of one of Alberty’s knewn

fans.

G UPOATE
CHANGES

12:00  Star Trek Aurhor Readings

Leonard Nimoy reads from [ Am Nor

Spock Mase QOFf The Time Only When
Semeone Favs Me;

DeForrest Kelley reads from { Am Nor
Dzad,

Tames Dochanreads from f4m Nor Scort;
William Shatner reads from [ Am Nor A
Direcror.
12:30  Meech Lake and Canvention--
Should Quebec fandom have a "norwich-
"r With Keith Spicer, Joe

Clark. Robert Bourassa, Jacques Parizeau

standing clause

and Dave Panchvk.

13:06  Raoul Mitgong: Could He
Have Helped? Our panel: John Wilicox
Herbert, and Harlan
Ellison. Bring vour own jeliybeans,

Karl Johanson.

14:30  Book Preview: Foundarion and
Gor -- John Norman reads from his new

bestseller. In the Piers Anthonv Room.

13:00  Are Panel Discussions Dead?
- loin Robertr A. Heinlein, L. Ron
Hubbard, Terry Carr, Isaac Asimov, Frank
Herbert, Stanley G. Weinbaum, Cysil
Kornbluth, and James Blish for a lively

discussion.

Are Trekkies Gullible? -- Bring

to this panel and find out.

15:00  Star Trek News -- The latest
news from local fans with "..jots of bud-

dies at Paramount.” QOur panel: Robert

Koight, $.T.Lar. and Bill Hickey.

16:30  Mr.Science -- Exposed!
16:42  Mr.Science -- Arrested!
17:00 Rubber Chickens In 8F -- Dan

O'Bannon discusses the deep psychologi-
cal urges thar make him pur a rubber
chicken in all his films.

Achoo! - Gesundheiz,

2001 A S?ace Odyssey

bader-The-OzoneHeole Number Four
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Andrew C. NMurdech
2563 Heron Street
Victoria, B.C.

V&R 5Z¢

I have swo reasons for writing chis
LoC.First, Iwanted to beat Robert Run:é
at writing to you. Second, I wanted te give
egoboowhere egoboo was dueand express
my appreciation o you for speih'ng my
name correc‘{l}/ on all six occasions ic
appesrad inissue #3 of UTOH. Congrats
on the Aurora and keep up the rerrificjob!

P.S. Is it possible to receive an 8x10
glossy of Laurawearing hercostume which
shows off the expanses of skinwhile she's
licking her keyboérd in contemplation?

Thank you.

{{Laura responds:

Hep! Thar arcicle was called “Seren-
dipity and Reader Abuse, “ror “Serendip-
ity and Whacking Material! "Besides, you're
going to ruin my carefully buile-up repu-
tation asafatslob if you continue ro imply
thar I am worth looking at in all my many
bare expanses.

Now, abour rhac preture. Do pou
mean the expanses exposed by my purely
fictitious and highly satirical “spandex
and handkerchiel” castume, the expanses
exposed by my bodice and skirt, or the
expanses exposed by m 1y Impossible Barele
Bikini (the one which, as revealed else-
where, I rese-drove at Norwescon 16 and
thereby caused many insrances of whip-
lash)? Let me know, and chen we can settle
the minor decarls like copyrighe, many
thousands of dollars, and the condo in

Fiji }}

The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney,
P.C., M.P., Prime Minister of Canada
QOrrawa, Onrario

One of the finest Cabinet Ministers
ever from Western Canada, the Honour-
able Don Mazankowski has nominated
you, Carl Johanson [sic] for membership
in The 500,

Today, icis my privilege to extend to
you my personal invitation to join The
500,

Since being elected Leader of the
Progressive Conservative Party of Canada
in June of 1983, the members of The 500

have been in the forefront of our Party and
have provided critically imporrant sup-
port for econemic policy initiatives.

Now, our party faces 2 1993 general
election. An election which I believe will
determine the direction of Canada for
many years 1o come.

Orther major parry leadarswould drive
us back to the wild spending of the past...
a period none of us want to see Jor can
afford) again.

Ouf Government‘s new eCOﬂOlniC
policy initiatives will give Canadaa strong
foundation upon which to return to the
full economic growch chac provides op-
portunity for all Canadians.

I nieed to have the help of members of
The 5001n order to secure these economic
policies and to avoid falling back into the
high spending, high inflationary practices
of past governments. [know the tragedy of
those practices ... because for eight years
I've been dezling with the chaos they left
behind.

The upcoming elecrion means I must
rely on 500 members more than ever
before. They will be key o meving our
economic renewal agenda forward and to
winning the next election.

That is why I am so plessed my
colteague, the Honourable Don
Mazankowski, has recommended you for
membership in The 500.

I hope you will accept my invitation
tojoinour special team of menand women
who care dcepiy about Canada, who are
working with us for betrer government
and leading the campaign for a srronger
nation.

Inspite of the cynicism and criricism
of the opposition, our govermmnent has a
good record on reducing the rate of growth
of the annual deficit, on sound manage-
ment of the counry’s business and mak-
ing Canada more competitive.

Our opponents? They offer no new
ideas, No innovative alternatives.

It is the Progressive Conservative
Party -- strengthened by the dedication of
the men and women of The 300 -- that
must continue to forge ahead and chare a
bold course for Canada's future.

Membership in The 500 is a rare
opperiunity for you to help make a direct
im?act o1 [he fucufe O( Our nation b}{'
helping us to win the next election and o

achieve our agenda for economis renewal

in the rest of the decade,

Y our personal contributionof 31,000
or more, working with those of other
members of The 500, will give our organ-
izevs the political tools they need aow to
build a winning campaign. That task can-
not be put off any longer.

Please review The 500 brochure ['ve
enclosed for you which highlights the
benefies of your associarion with this
most vital membership group of the Pro-
gressive Conservative Party of Canada.

Then, I encourage you to give my
personal invitation your full considera-
tien and decide to serve as a new member
of The 500 today. By joining now for
1993, you may receive a tax credit of $4350
against your 1992 raxes.

We need your leadership and com-
mitment $o that we may continue to lead,
£o inspire and to win,

I will be very grateful to know 1 can
rely uponyou for help at this erirical time,

{{T wonder (f s it called “The 500"
because it Bas I, 500 members or because
Ir eosts $1,000.00 to join?

Your government has reduced rhe
rate of growth of the deficit? Thar means
you've decreased the rate of acceleration
by which che nation's nec debc is icreas-
ing. Awescriking!

- KL M

{{Gee Brizn, for a “personal invita-
tion,” pour signature looks racher ma-
chine-stamped. [ also don't understand
the phrase “reducing the race of growth of
the annual deficit,” Is this another way of
saping that after nine years in powsr, pour
government scill spends upwards of
§34,000,000,000 1 year more than it
rafes in? And fow come the nacronal debr
was only $I42 billion when you ook
power, bur afrer nine years it’s now some-
thing like $450 billion? And rsn't asking
for money to belp re-elect pou, when you
know youaren t going to berunning, tad
unethical? Isn’t thar sorc of Jike taking
money under false pretenses?

Enjoy your retirement, Brean. It s the
end of an error.

L W.H}

Ynder The Ozone Heole Number Four - May 1993
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Dale Speirs
Box 6830
Calgary, Alberra

TP 2E7

Greetingsfrom the Speirs and Runié
Spell Checkers Co. Led. {"Specializing in
the Lecter 'e’. No Job Too Big or Small,
Whether In Front Cf An i’ Or Under 2
P,

;

UTOH #3 arrived taday. David
Gordon-MacDonald'sangst over the deach
of Superman reminds me of why I'stick co
real books instead of comics. For all the
faules of cen-volume trilogies and endless
series, at least novelists are noz yer riddled
by corperate lunacy.

The comment on how con flyers
should explain toneoswhat a con is was of
interest because righv: now the phiiateiic
hebby is going through a similar debare.
One stamp show, called SEPAD for fifey
years, is now the Philadelphia National
Stamp Exhibition, and others are rushing
to change their names to somerhing more
understandable by neos. The Elvis stamp
shook up the habby because of the sudden
publicity, sort of like all three Star Trek
series rolled up in cne and hicting the
1930 Worldeon. And tradi Eicm;\lly stamp
exhibitioners have had up € ten frames to
show their exhibits {16 album pages is a
ft‘ame} , but the hoteest fashion now is che
one-frame show where exhibitors must
cell 2 story in 106 pages, not 160, A lot
harder to do. much like trying co create 2
world in a short story and still havea good
plot instead of leafing along ina padded
novel. Bringing in neos is a lot harder
because ofcompetition from trading cards
and computers: people get more excited
about Manon Rheaume's rookie card than
a stamp honouring 100 years of account-

ing in Canada,

{{Tve given up on collecting comics;
[}ICI@:S'J‘US: oo mufb [oi3in fbe!'e to ké‘&p
rrack of [ juse read what [ like and don'c
carz if it’s going co make me cch in che
fururs or nor. [ made a small fortune on
Frank Miller’s Dark Km:gﬁt ind lost a
small forrune on John Byrne’s Superman.
Win some, lose some...

You say noveliscs are nor ver nnddled
l‘fVcoz;z;vom relunacy, Whar about che “brand
name 'writers, themost obvious being che
late Dr. Asimov? Flfs name gets plascered

on so mamy book covers thae fe had licele,
ifanvthing, ro do wich. Nor blameng fsaac,
mind pou, but isn't thar corporate lunacy
ar irs hejghc!

3

Manon Rhesume had 1 rookie card?
And  mrssed 57 Gads! Bur never mind
that, persona]]yf can't wair ro watch The
Mighty Ducks on The Pond. Spare me.
(Shoot me now! [ love the smell ofgun—
powder and burnr faathers! And cordite!)

— [WH}}

Lioyd Penney
412 - 4 Lisa Street

Brampron, Onrtario
LaT 485

HEY, YOUSE GUYS!
]east.\it should be}

Thanks for hurling another UTOH

my way. Up to three issues, andyou're over

Youse” is the ?lurai of “you." At

the hump. This is a fanzine thac will
survive and may it {and yvour chequing
accounts) live long and prosper.

John's editorial reminds me chat { am
in deep doodoo with Tim Lane, the editor
of Fosfax. [ expressed my pissed-offedness
with the gullible American response to
Kuwaici lies about what was happcning in
Kuwait, courtesy o'r-fraqi soldiers, to drag
it into what became che Gulf War. I'm not
defending Saddam o any extent, but it
was proven: that Kuwaitis lied abouc [raqi
atrocities. Then, I am accused of being
anei-American. presumabiy becauseldon'c
agree with American fareign policy 110%,
or wasn't 110% behind the war, Perhaps
the best answer to the accusation came to
me directly from Joseph Nicholas, who
said that of course [ was anti-American
because I didn'c chink chey were as won-
derful as they thoughe they were. Think
you might send a copy of chis fanzine o
Tim Lane? Just asking. . . once again, I'm
just throwing 2 fox inte a henhouse. . ..

I haven't seen chocolate used as a
medium inacon's art show. bur [ have seen
it in a dealers’ room. This dealer was
selling chocolare suckers in the shape of
various characrers, like B T, Darch Vader,
and Marvin the Marcian, or wich familiar
st symbols, like a Federation arrowhead,
or Star Wars logo. Unfortunacely, chey
didn'tsell acall.. . we couldn’c explain chat
one; Perhaps no one liked the idez of

edibles in the dealers’ room or something.
Anyway, this dealer left zarly because the
smell of s]igﬁtl}' raneid chocolate was
wafting through rhe air and curning 2 few
stomachs.

[ wonder if D.C. comics was waiting
for a long pause in the sequence of Super-
man movies to kil off the big guy. I've
never beena comic reader, buryou're right.
.. Superman is a cultural icon that you
wouldn't chink they could serew around
with, but any screwing arcund suddenly
becomes part of the legend, and that
stmply makes ol’ Supe morve three-dimen-
sional than ever. Something like this has
also happened with Star Trek. . . its status
as a cultural icon allows for fanfic, movies,
and even new series, with che resulr being
arhree-dimensional history of the Federa-
tion. The four-clening of Superman is
another gimmick to reinforce Superman
comics sales, and introduce four new titles
that will ride along with che crest of
Superman’s popularisy. Nifry marketing
gimmick on DC's parr.

Since my lasc lecter, Toronto's been
hit by two storms, and whart chey re calling
the biggest scorm of the century is right
now threatening to blow in myliving room
windows, Hey, you {or youse, whichever
you Pref-er} guvs, you Forget I used zolive
in Vicroria, tooi [ have lived onboth sides
of the virtual brick wall called che Mani-
toba-Ontario border, and chere’s foolish
snobbishness on both sides. There must
be more communication between the two
halves of this country o tear down that
brick wall. In pasE newszines that have
come out of westarn cities, western news
has dominared so much as to make former
western fans now living here say that
eastern fandom was dying, It wasa't. bur
they knew sc littleabour what was happen-
ing, chey figured thar was the truth. Only
now is Maritimes fandom resurfacing by
staging chis year's Canvention.

One of the newest activities Y vonne
and I are involved inis convention consul-
rancy. We are working wich a group in
Hamilton involved in staging 2 fan-run
Trekeon in Niagara Falls, as well as the
Incernacional Space Development Con-
ference 95 1o be held in Toronre. We
might also be working with rhe local
m}’smrff/decectivc fanswho might wanf o
hold an annual myscery convention in
Toronto.

trnder-The-Ozone-Hole Number Four - May 1993




Page 10

Thelocal convention season is nearly
upon us here, with FILKOWNeario 3 in
May. Ad Astra 13 inTune, Toronto Trek
Vil in fuly, and a teip ro the Funny Farm
in Auguse.. by che way, add Marina Sireis
to thelist of guestsat Toronto Trek VI,
and possibly more ro follow. I've enclosed
an Ad Asera progress report as well,

Joseph Major's LoC hines ar what
we've done with Ad Astra the past couple
of years. . . we've added a gaming room, a
model and dispiay room, an animé roem
and we might have a display of some of
Gerry Anderson's SuperMarionartion pup-
pers. We must diversify to keep fans
coming back, to give them something new
to do and loock at, and ro actract new
people into the con. There are consin the
LLS, that are solely-lirerature criented,
and they succeed because because of the
high-density fannish populacion chat will
attend. Where we are, though, we must
keep the appeal of the con diversified
because of lewer populasions and slighely
higher costs. Besides, the varied inrerests
of gaming, models, sf books. and animé,
among others, are very intertwined. I've
been leokingfora copy of Damon Kaight's
The Futurians, given my current predilec-
tion for reading fan histories. Besides the
other books listed [in issue three of
UTOH!, I would recommend Years of
Light by John Robert Columbo, which
outlines early vears of Canadian Fandom,
The Immorral Storm by Sam Moskowitz
{adry read, bur informative and the com-
panion book to Al Cur Yesterdays), and
A Wealth of Fables, now re-edited and re-
issued. FYL Space Rangers has been

canceled, and Babyvloa 5 and Time Trax

seem o have faded alreadyv. The onlv new

show that appears o be succeeding is Star

Trek: Deep Space Nine, riding on the
coattails of The Next Geperation. The

Paramount execs don't get paid for being
dumb.

As T said earlier, fan histories are one
of my newer interests, and | have been
trying to find as many fan histories and
anriquities of the fannish past as [ can
afford. Cne of the fan histories I really
den't know abour is Toronca's {my. how
Canadian’ If Garch Spencerwants alfairly
complete fan history up co 1980, he can
conrace Taral. After then, my own genera-
tion of fans walks in. and he loses all
objectiviry. I mighe be able to piece things

vogether after that. burt there’s no guavan-

o

ree. My memory is notoricus for

aps in it, as wells 23 rowrinin

g o
L= =
<

1]

NCTIMOous

H from rime ro time, so [ mav have ¢
wrranlp Vo ! Crre
COTISULLD L VONNS J0OUE T5JEs.

Karl., you mighr like to knew thar at
least Ad Astra has taken vour caveat abous
con flyers ro heart. For the past few vears,
we have put the line “Toronre’s Regional
Science Fiction Convention” at che rop of
the flyer to eliminare some of the mvstery.
This vear, to add to the list of additional
guests on the flyer, we have added a list of
acrivities, such as dance, masquerade, pan-
els, dealers’ room, art show and auction,
wearable art display {giving 2 lirele mys-
tery in to acttract chem further, animé
room. gaming room, model display and
I o § L
contest, etc., which, honesdy, will acreacr

new peopie more thanalist of names. This

year, we'll see if it works.

{{Dont worry, Llovd, you're not
alone. I wasn'c 170% for che war aither,
although ar some pomnt. you have o call
Saddam s Bluff: you can't fec him run
amok and arrack soverergrn nations. [ You
CAN et him arcack Kurds in bis own.
counttry with gas, appacencly. Buc [ di-
gressi. The real crime /s haw Saddam gor
to be the nerghbouchood bully in the firse
place. The basic hrpocrisy of American
forergn policy is thar the meaning of all
their hrgh and mighcy words ends ac rhe
barders. Mapbe I'm just overly naive, bur
I rake the pﬁrasc‘ “.all men are creared
ec]uaf... "romean thacallmen “andwomen”.
act just the Jucky few who Lve in che
U.S A, are equal: alf Canadians, 1l Rus-
stans, all Echiopians, all fapanese, all fra-
nians -- everpbody! [f the fact rhar all men
are creared equal is & "self-cvident rruch,
if all men are “endowed with cervain inal-
fenable Righes, thar among chese are Lifz,

Lfber{;', and che pursurt of Happmess, 7

freedom and democracy are ideals worth
striving for. than why would the U5, ever
support cin-por crackpoes like the Shah,
Noriega, Marcos, and Hussein vo whom
freedom means nothing and demaocracy is
7 munor annovance? Whyt How can dhe
LS. ever }'usﬂ'}f-‘ actrons a gg_"n_;[ che

Sandfnrscas. as an e.mmp/e. sefren fr sep-

porred other regimes that were just as. if

not more, morally bani’rupr;‘ Too ofren,
the American milicary muse fix the mis-
tzkes of American foreign policy.

The Uniced Stares often casts rrself
it vhe role of having a “higher moralicy”
chan orher narions, oras the world's peica-

Ceeper. Thrs &5 an odd notion, .r'f‘mu
consider chac during che Iran-Irag war. che
LS. government was iilegally selling arms
toone sideand strategic information from
spy satellices ro the ocher. Where'’s the
moralfty inthae? That’s murder comake a
buck.

A few years ago ar Norwescon, the
topicara panal turned to frradiating food,
AnAmericanwriter named Grant Fiermedal
made fits case dgarnst, creng Ais fears of
radiacion, bur someone in rhe audience
shot down Fjermedzl wich cechnical argu-
ments of his own. and went on ro say thar
food irradiation could help save che Third
World from starvation. Frermedal’s replv:
“Well, it5 good enough for the Third
World butnor forAmerrcans. " This s che
areitude che world sees.

The United Stares' f E)rexgn policy
{and thar of all countries, of course]
should be to do what /s morally right ina
sftuation, aor what is necessarily fn frs
anmediare best interest, f think che Srares
would find that very quickly the two
would hecome one and the same. lsn' i
inreresting chac che U5, and thecoalition,
dunhg 2 time of recession, could come up
with $01.000,000.000 to fighe the Guif
War, bhur c¢an'’t come up wich
$0,000,000,000 to feed and immunize all
the children in Africa?

And yes, we trade with Fosfax. And as
far as throwing foxes into fenhouses,
u’fmrJVou do with consenting animals s
most certainly your own business.

Re The Dead Superman sketch: You
forgor ro mention that coming back from
the dead enhances vour legend even more.
Look whar it’s done For [Jesus, Sherfock
Holmes, Spock and foe Clark!

Yes, che counrry sull fas Probfems
with chat vireual brick wall. And it goes
bork Ways, [_fq_ch. Per_s‘onaf{ v, I think the
Globe and Mail should change {ts byline
from "Canada’s National Newspaper” to
“Toronro’s Nacronal Newspaper.”

[ve been warching the reruns of
Thunderbirds on YTV and can't believe
Aow cheesy /v isf OF course, frwas really
nezr li’j’}t_‘ﬂ [ f}‘fsf u’df{:{’l@d ffem [W{_’}]{I"—
odd years ago (oh ghodll. [ve nowced,
however, thar Gerry Anderson seemed ro

fifr che music righe of F Thunderbirds and
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a'rop it faro Space: 1990, Every now and

then, as the camera Dans across 4 clifF or
mouncain range ind che music comes up,
I'm half-expeering in Lagle ro come crash-
Ing 1cross che rerrain!

Re Space Runcers. At Norwescon
this year, someone gor hold of 1 “lost
episode "of Space Rangers. Jt was a rough
cut of an unaired episode; work on It was
halted when the show was cancelled.
{There's supposed to be another eprsode
around in even rougher sﬁape than chis
one. Thishad remporary effecrs shots eg.
spaceships From other movies (| Star Wars
for one) cutin where effects had ver co be
filmed,} Buddy Hackerr was the guest
star. The episade was, dare [ sap, almosc
watchable, and chere was the occcasional
funny line. But the best part was rhe
opening line. Hackere pfa‘yea’ 2 comedian
wha, in the opening scene, was on the
subspace radio to hfs agenr who has jusc
informed Aim thac his lacesr grg, and Ars
concracr, have been rerminaced: “Can-
celled?t Wharra mean rhe show fs can-
called?”

~ LWH

Robere Runeé
#2108 - 173 Agonguin Road
Lethbridee, Albersa

TiK sLe

Let me be che first ro congrarulate
you on your Aurora win. Well done, and

well desewe& gentlemen!

Nevertheless, T musc register one

minor complaine: You guys cut off the
punchline of my loc last issue, My vidicu-
lously picky comments were intended 2s a
satire of the sort of whining wich which
fanzine edicors are 'nabimaﬂr' confronced.
and was intended as che introductiontoan
article on why one should not respond o
such rubbish incne's ferrer columns. Since
vou chose not to tun the “how ro” article
which followed, however, quoting che ini-
cial paragraphs out of context might leave
some readers believing [ acrually was char
Qomg‘aous. Furthermore. instead of pub-
lishing what [ rhoughr of 2s the real poin:
af the terter —— wt vLch was how o ouil the
bU.[‘E[:..;ﬂ,{l'r’e "9 LS outl Of A EGC ‘-Vithi)u[
wasting spaceon the ;icky complaines one
inevitably receives -~ you ignored the sub-

stantive bits of my letter and focused on

the picky complaines. “QObvicuslviewasn’c
as effective an article as {
course, the real

forced me to writz a further lctcer ar

complaine. which I vou publish mezns

that vou stil have nor underscood mv
argumene chat one should ignore all such
complaints since they inevirsbly iead o
further complaints and a precceupation
withnegarivity; whereas if you finailv “ger
it” and so skip over this bit of my lecterfor
the more interesting bits larer on.itmeans
that my complaint will go unacknowl-
edged and my repu tationwill hervuined. So
Tamkeentosee inwhich way vou are going
to disappoins me: by reveaiing me to he an
ineffecrual writer or by making me our ro
be a pompous 1diot.

I found the Aurora ballor a bic con-
fusing because Jean-Louts Trudel was lisced
under the Fanzine zategory when. as che
newsletter of the profassional wrirers as-
sociation, Communiqué should clearly
have been under the "Best Ocher Work”
professional  category. Lisung
Communiqué under che fanzine category
may not only be a slight to the prot}ssion-
alism of both Trudel and SF Canada, but
it is also unfair to Trudel's chances of
winning, Even rhouch Communiqué :s
now accepsinc‘ :;ubs**ipcicns from non-
members, relatively Few fans have ever seen

udel clearly deserves

it. Yetlean-Lows |
SCME recogniiion of hiswork over the past
dacade in both fandom and prodom. His
work within SF Canada and on several
recent Aurora Award commicrees is par-
th.ularl i&.suvinﬂ Qt an award, J’loucn e
has iun\:, been inscrumental in establishing
and keeping open the lines of communica-
sphone and

i
e

ties. Unrortu-

tion berween rhe inglo
i:rancop'honc SF communt
nately, most of Tradel’s work has been af
the behind the scenes variery so thar while
his role has in many cases proved abse-
lutely pivoral n the success of various
major projects, his coneribution has often
gone unrecognized.

{ therefore propose that we mount &
cam?aign to nominate him nexcyear under
the Prcfession:d “Best Other Work” in
borh Enpgiish and French for his work on

. I e T

Communiqué. [adesd

would like to see fanzines pavin
artention o the Auroras than simply dis-
eriburing the ballot. Where are the reviews

of nomma&d books? Where are che dis-

cussions of who should win in che fan
categories? [ know next o nothing of
Louise Hyper or Annetze Ing andIdare say
few Fastern fans had heard of Adam
Charlesworrh before this vear's win, bus
aiven regular convention veviews and club
'\Vfl‘fﬁ UPS, voters m}.ght then ‘De Bbiﬁ To

make 2 more informed choice.

{{Okay, Robert. we've decided to
never edit anything pou send us ever again.
Therefore, if you end up sounding like a
“pompous rdior,” it will be through no
edieing of our own. By the way, [ler it go
Jasc sssue, bur [ must pornt our char
“Willeox " has two 1's in it, and nor one as

vou keep :hIp{,mhg. [ think che solucion to

, . o
che name-spelfing cresis that fas plagued

this zine Is ro simply change the name of

every fan i the country to ‘Bubba, ' Of
course, this will lead to more confusion,
bur showld clear some obstacles for the
spef]:hg-cﬁaf/engei

Thank you for the congratulations,
Bubba.

- JWH P}

Joseph T. Major

4701 Taylor Blvd. #3
Louiseville. Kentucky, ULS.A
40215-4308

There is 2 problem of mailing ad-
dresses. Does the ho?eful LoCeer matl to
this issue's Editor, this issue’s Orher Edi-
cor {che presumpsive Editor of the next
issue), ot to one selected Editor?t It could
save a lot of crouble, chat is unless vou
guys really need reasons to see each other
rrequently.

What [ choughe of on reading David
Gordon-MacDonald's arcicle was chac che
new Superman was created to fir che
Mneeds of John Bvrne, whowas slated
to become The Superman Artist, so the
oid Superman comic became Adventures
of Superman and a new Superman book
withnew sumbering was started o fearure
and highlight the art of The Superman
Arrist. { Then Byrneguic.. .} However, the
Prob’icm of the field seems 1o be mors

basic than that, as D observed while reading

a Wall Screer Journal arricle on basebal
card collecting.

The article pointed vut that the base-
ball cards which have kept their value are
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the ones produ sd before 1988. T
was when the mania be gan and
card discribu d:

ball cards specizically for

3rs sEarte
oiicctors. The
man, in Turn, seems to have come from
shifcing‘ove:' trom the stamp and coin
fields. [Ask Dale Speirs abour char.}

In his fanzine Paperback Parade,
Gary Lovisi deplered che invasion of che
inveszors, as he had seen in comics, where
investors drove the prices of comics to
astronomical heights and forced our the
original collecrors. In face, he might well
echo Gordon-MacDonald’s comment that
“rhings ltke Comic Price Guides, which
give us those exaggerared claims of value,
exist purely to allow dealers ro charge
insane prices for bits of colourful Papcr."
Come o think of it, charwas hisreason for
opposing the idea of a Paperback Price
Guide.

And going to {Gordon-a\/facDomld‘sE
letter, of course no one looked into the
morives of people like Mark Lane, who
might have got the idea of vast conspira-
cies based on half-vast pieces of evidence
from che Stalinists of the Naricnal Law-
vers’ Guild. Or Jim Garrison. who when
people starred noticing that he called New
QOrleans Mafia aapo Carles Marcelle "2
fine businessman’ and he lived next door
o one :)t \ .Jl E[O 5 1CJ\.E'}3F[S, lf‘_\ﬂllZ\_d
that he had o starc some big. showy,
atcention-gecting prosecution? Or Oljver
Stone's source L. Flercher Prousy, who is
so odd chat he used the Report From [ron
Mountain as oroof of a conspiracy and did
not realize that iz was 3 satire of chink
tanks? [ncidencaily, che chief counsel for
the 1979 House Assassinations commic-
tee was interested in pushing his own

conspiracy book, and the single piecs of
X E

evidence on which it bases its conspiracy
has ar least three impossible Lhmgs in-
volved to b

The Other Ediror is no doubr pleased

.

real.

by che abrupr cancellation of Space Rang-
ers. It sounded too bad to be real. This is
what you get from the Hollywood produc-
This is

tion method of “high concepr.”

being able to deseribe a story {movie.

series. pook and so s ides in no more

then three sentences with no words of aver

three S}'zil C) :_!CU‘"VOOG ’\.ECHCI'-P Jo
not have the mental capacity to compre-

pacty t
hend anvthing longer.

The Editor's prime number thesis

sounds interesting, At fease he can shucof 13

che printer before it prix

with hundreds of lines of '3 is nota prime

number.” Whart 2ba

'ctlon fanzines i‘ne w0

ignore science? {Besides all che fancasy

types.)
hougahr Comic Price Guides wers
[ thouyg
creaced co sell Comic Price Guides.
race Raneers was precoy bad bur
LY. R prece
ﬂzle' dC;’[’[fg Wals 10 woerse ff’l’d’[] ’{)c‘ f.l"":)!—
TING. 57

Was precty much gudrdnteed an sudience

seasonof 5S¢ - TG, nowever.

of suckers like me who'd warch the tirsc
few seasons while the cast learned o act
Space Rangers fad no suclt fuyers,

{ rs 1 prime pumber it che persen
Pgw’ng{;—‘our research ST SAVS 15,

- KJ}}

{{He already fave reasons ro see
ezch other f}'equen tly: {live in the councey
(sorr of ) and Karl has 2 hor rub. If the
trurh must be known, we mainly use Karl's
address as the recurn address hecause the
Posc OFfal here (n Sooke rnsiscs thar
addresses be exacely, precisely, serdeely
correce. For instance, if you pur just
UTOH and noc my name or vou forgot to
rr}uferum/ Rourenumber  RR #2
che eavelope, chances are che local Post
Awtud would rerurn it ro sender ;[ ve heard
thae Sooke is the worse rural pose offtee i

the councey for chrs:. The crazv ching s
char Sooke fas on{’;’ ewo Rural Rouce
numbers!t e v thar hard for che Poste
Morrem to figure our?

vou could f

ea. fosc‘ph ive fren-

- . . g e
rroned whar che rhree smpussu‘:‘w Thnrs

involved are. Or sven whar che prece of

evidence you refercors ol though{assume

vou mean the scoustical evidence.; [nrer-
estingly, Mark Line wrore 5 book in 1968
called Rush Teo Judgment waeredn fie se-
VEI‘{:‘]_‘ v criccized che Warren Commission

and 115 reporr. Me claims Cthrough docu-

menes obtarned under The Freedom of

Iniormation Act che
the book froem the publisher before the

book was released and che CFA. derer-

ot har ehe Bt ;
muned char the book was dangerous and
thac sceps be caken ro J’.f}rrau.rr fane and

P . . . .
s g’C‘G. :‘.-'[]i‘:.’l‘fb‘"-‘,’.!g DOME s f. Tl H‘

i 1 s LE !
rius DeoK, Lang offers a0 conciusions on

the assassination, exeepe that the Warren

Commission is wrong, and ‘Dofﬁ s 1o fin-

LA gotdcopy of

gers of gudle. Why, then. would che CLA.

be atrard of chis hock? And whife there s
Ferle dovhr char che Lice [ Garrson will

:1‘[’”',1"'5 !‘c‘m,-ilf.! of L‘OI‘IL’FO!'C‘.FSIJ/ f;’g‘t’.!!‘(;‘ m

issassenacren fore, o one v fsard ibour
has impugned Stone's oiher source Jim
Marrs, and his excelfent work Crossfire:
The Plor That Killed Kennedy,

- FWEH )

Dave Panchyk
9022 - 92 St
Edmonton, Alberra,
TeC 3R2

I'm sorry [ haven’t got in touch wich
vou for che lasc while. Thank you very
muchfor JTOH #3: congratulations en
winning the Auroral

I gor a comment from Runté onee,
too. [ was doing my usual venting when he
was in Regina, and at one point he turned

to me and said. You have a2 bad artitude.”

Harry Andruschak
P.Q, Box 5309
Torrance, CA. 90510-
U.5A.

5309

Thank vou for Under The Qzone
Hole #3. Were yeuat Norwescon? Fsaw
vour fiver inthe rack. and locked abour for
the two of vou. Bur Nerwescon had no

fanzine room, fan lounge or much in the

- way of fanzine programming. so I was

unable to locate vou. Indeed. [ was barely
able o find Jerry and Suzle (Mainstream).

So if you were at Norwescon, sorry
Tmissed you. Buc that (s the way things are
ar these big conventions. To be honest
abour it, Norwescon had some dull times
for me, given the amount of media ori-
ented programming, and I think [ will not
be bothering about a return visit for sev-
eral vears. As noted. I do not see much
chance of getting to any other ouc-oi-
towr conventions in 1993, and maybe not
everr [99+4. [ am hopmg o get to b[asvow
af

for che 18935 Worldeon §

[ can ger che
: ™~
3

L On with

time off from the Posc Of
the LoC.
Cheeolaze, page + Pass. T am a tvpe

I diaberic.
Idon't pav any attention ro cemics,

30 cannol comment on Superduperman.
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By che “tone of typer,” I assume you
will not be joining that group, The 500.1
wonder how they got your name, though,
and whar criteria they were using. Maybe
they thought you were 2 publishing giane.
like Randolph Hearsr,

De Profundus is still monthly, with
Tim Merrigan as the new editor and che
weight still limited to one ounce. In the
meantime | have come under heavy criti-
cism for not letting sleeping dogs lie,
rocking the boat, and generally making a
fuss over the fact thar lass November saw
Robbie Cantor, who is on the LASFS
Board of Directors, entered the APA-L
room at the LASFS clubhouse and pro-
ceeded ro throw out several hundred del-
lars worth of fanzine producing equip-
ment.

This equipment belonged to APA-L.,
not LASFS or Robbie Cantor. It included
a working mimeograph and a working
spirit-duplicator. All the scuff is now in
some LA landfill. [ have yet to get any kind
of explaination I can undersrand from
Robbie.

However, last Thursday’s LASFS
- meeting was supposed to be devoted o the
question of compensation to APA-L from
LASFS{orvandaiism. Ed Green, the LASFS
President, scheduled it for a Thursday he
knew I would not be able to attend, being
at Norwescon in Seactle. Cute. I'll find
out what the resuls of all chis was. Bur
really, have you ever heard of a fan throw-
ing our somebody else's mimeo and ditto
machine? Damn, but ! could use an axtra
ditto machine myself, since my own ma-
chineisonirs last legs, and nobody makes
diteo/spiric-duplicarors anymore.

As for the book reviews, you brought
back some inceresting memories with the
review of Sty Scrence Fiction Plays. Notof
Ellison or Roddenbeny, bur of Roger
Elwood, whom you barely mentioned. Six
Plays was one of his really good collee-
tions. Most of his “original anthologies”
have long been out of print with good
cause. I have often wondered what hap-
pened to him after he lefr che sf field
licrered with original anchologies, the Laser
line of books. and thar magazine of which

T forgor che dtde.

{{You didn't see us? We were the
folks with the red & white checked ging-
ham hats and the penguins. Now that we

know che fannish pennance for mjsspe//—
ing 1 zine ile, whats the [senafr;v for
chrowing our other fans mrmeos?

KM

(e really did have che hars and che
penguins. Would we lre to you?

7 Sorry wemissed vou roo, Flarry. [saw
your note on the bulletin board, but in 2
crowd of three thousand, ir is hard enough
o kee_p track of the peaple pou came with,
ler zlone someone pou ve never met. Ak,
well ...

Whac would fandom bewichout scan-
dal and stupidicy? Upon Afs resignacion,
the former Pres:'a’en tof alocal clubup here
did noc hand over any records or files o
the new presia’cnr; rnscead, he threw our aff
the records!! The nesw prez drdn r even ger
a membership list. And s0 (v goes. . ..

{ seem ro recall hearing char Roger
Elwood moved inro Christian Books after
leaving sf. No rest for the wicked.

JWH

Bob Johnson

Address Unkown

Berween vou two and me. and you can
quote me on this, ff:w if any fans are going
to truly grasp the underlying nature of
past, if not concurrent, events as pre-

sented, Canadian [if not West Coast)

fandom shouldnt only be done, bue should
be seen to be done. Nowhere is this more
tmportant than in such chings as hospital-
ity rooms, con reports, bids, fan feuds,
milk shake ?arties. ar ?Doling, back rubs,
hiscorical rerrospectives or hot tubs. Wich-
our, and doubtless including, such inre-
gral aspects, fandom could acutely be
described as a several thousand persen
pissing concest.

It has been said chat reviewing zines
is to fandomas killing che unbelieversis to
religion. If chiswere so, would all bur a few
recognize the parallel beyond the overt?
Could zines such as yours survive serutiny
at the aromic leve] as nanozechnology may
allow? Questions like chis are a waste of
time.

Ms. Atkin's “Tale of the the Young
and Slochful” raises some important
points. [n 1968, however, such value sys-
tems are not questioned now, can be all we

know, defined and rightiy S0,

{{Well, Bob, I rhink vou hit the natl
r,fghf on the side of the head.
WHM

We also heard from:
Leah and Dick Smith {congrats on che
DUFF}, Paula Johanson and Garth Spen-

cer.
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ALQUETTE

MNo. 7, March 1993
7601 Bathurst - Suite 617, Thornhill,
Ontario, L4 4H53
Published by Who’s That Coeurl? Press
Edited by Roberc J. Sawyer

This issue’s contents of the newsler-
ter of the Canadian Region of SFWA
included the Prix Aurora Award winners:
news; a large and informative section on
compurernets, -mail, Compuserve, GEnie,
etc; a SFWA member profile (J. Brian
Clarke); marker reports; and 1 report on
the federal government’s plan co cur back
on Public Lending Right payments (basi-
cally. a program chat provides compensa-
tion to auchors for royaities lost because
of freelibrary circulation of their books).
[ particularly enjoyed Andrew Weiner's
articleon Orson Score Card's * Losr Soys™
and Bruce Steriing's “Dori Bangs.”

While reading this zine, however, I

_get the same sense that Roberr Rumié

mentions in his letrer rhis issue wich
regards te Communiqué and che Auroras
(see page 11): this is not a fanzine -- this
Is an informative, very wall-produced
prozine, lts contents are written for and
about the problems of pros. If the Best
Work - Other is the “pro” category as
Robert says, then Alouerre should be
nominated in that category. So Robert can
zampaign for Communiqué, I'll campaign
for Alouette, and we'll hope for a tie.

W

BCSFAzine
#237, #239
P.O. Box 48478 Benrall Centre.
Vancouver B.C., V77X 1A2
Published by the British Columbia Sci-
ence Fiction Associarion
Edited by R.Graeme Cameron
Available for $20.00/ vear

As always, BCSFAzine managed to
brighten my mailbox,

In BCSFAzine 237, the editor men-

tions that his computer packed it in, He
didn't say if it happened while there was 3
hours of unbacked~up data on ir.

This issue conrains part three of an

interview with Spider Robinson, and Me.

Scienceisin sood form. once again caking
advantage of co-marketing. This time he's
seiling the Mr. Science Kicchen CGamma
Ray Srerilizer Kit.

Sidney Trim's “Space Report” is an
interesting article abour the proposed X-
30 SCRAMjer.

Steve Forty's "Authors Update " isan
excellent listing of news about local au-
rhors.

Inissue 239, Mr, Science answers five
difficult questions. He is also requesiing
contributions so he can test the h_\,'poth-
esis that money can't buy happiness.

In che first pare of an interview, Sean
Stuart answers questions and ralks about
{ife, writing and everyrhing.

“Hot Gossip SEDP” centains lecal
fan news, stories from Norwescon 16 and
a list of Alberta fans who've moved o the
west coast. 1 here Is also a mention that
Lisa Cohen has a storv in the .\?ril 93
Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine.

“Wierds Did [t” is a continuation of
the editor's historieal review of BCSFAL It
consists of execorpts from  past
BCSFAzines, as well us Graeme’s com-
ments an events, Inceresting for those
invelved or chose who enjov fan histories.
The retrospective ends ac 1973 and is o
be continued in futurs issues,

The February 20th On Spec
Eundraising Jdance and "Cver The Edae”
issue release’is reviewed by Lynne Tavier
Fahnestalk.

- K

ConTRACT
Vol. 5 #2, j\/Iarch-;\pril {093
321 Poroage Avenue,
W'innipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2Bo
Fax: {204} 044-1908
Edired by John Manstield
Available for $7/six issues or free ro Ca-
nadian Concoms
ConTRACT continues to publish

irs extensive lists of [mosthe}

L.anadian

indan

cons. A good source of inbormatior
excetlent place 1ot cons 1o et some adver-
tising.

After the con Iistings is che section

“Thoughes & Reviews.” Con*Cepr 92 15

reporcec‘i to have been a success, with
pOBitive reviews, enlarged 2erendance and
1 proﬁtabie borrom line [gee. [ write one
editorial about how cons can avoid losing
money and it's happening already}.
Maplecon 13 is listed as having last
money due to lack of accounting for GST
& PST [Concoms take nore).

o
- K.J

DIMENSION

Vol. 1, No. 4

Box A-13, 1720 Douglas Se.. Vicroria,
B.C., V8W zG7

Published quarterly by Falcon Entertain-
ment

Available for The Usual {3}

The chivd issue of thislocal newszine
sees a marked improvement in layout and
typeserting quality. Grammer and spell-
ing still need work, bur the issue has loss
of interesting Hollywood gossip and ru-
mours, and a Picture of William Sharner
wich ani afro {p.I+4). This zine improves
wich every issue.

- LWH.

INNCOVATIONS
Vol. 4, No. 1
Box 3700, Markham, Onrario. L3R 8G9
Published by Lego Cuanada
Availzble for $9.99/2 year membership
The vast majority of tays seem to fic
into three caregories: uitra cure, ultra
violene and ultra disgusting. Lego man-
ages 1o avoid all three of these zategories.
It canulso help to develop rhe imaginacion
while remaining fun long after other tovs
become buried forever in toy boxes.
Looked at objectively, Innovations
is ltrcle more than a tlyer used <o promote
the sales of a product. [t is an interesting
read, though. Phoros of the winning en-
tries in each issue's conrests show rhat
areativizy is not dead among voung Cana-
dians. L he congesi constructions shown
this wees are speedboats. The contest ror
the next issue i3 beaver building. The
“Wall of Fame” section is more pictures
of Lego construcrs and constructors, this

Lime tn ne particular category. Lego holi-
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days are mentioned chis issue with the
Lego creative play centre at Onrario Place
and the Lego Imagination centre at the
Mal! of America in Bloomingten, Minne-
sota mentioned as possible destinations.
{No mentions of Legocons though.)

Each issue ends, of course, with ads
for Lego.

—&]

QSFS STATEMENT

#188, February 1993

Box 6636, Crrawa, Cntario, K2A 3Y7

Published by the Otrawa Science Fiction

Society

Edited by Lionel Wagner

Available for $18/year or The Usual
This issue has the usual assortment

of club news/minutes/calendars ece, plus

movie news, reviews of Space Rangers and

Time Trax, book reviews, letters and zine

reviews. Worth checking our. '
—LW.H

SERCON POPCULT LITCRIT
FANMAG 2
Box 13335 V.MP.O. Vancouver, B.C,,
V6B sB1
Published and Ediced by Garth Spencer
Available for The Usual {7)

Yes, the rumors are true: Garth is
back zining. Most of this tssue is filled
with letters, and Garth's responses, about

various issues concerning fandom. Garth

alsowrizes alictle abour life in Vancouver,
and there’s anarticle on whether the State
of Idaho reallv exiscs ornot. It doest I've
been there - four times!” A modest bur
welcome effort from ene of Canada's
MOSE famaeus ziners,

- JWEH

THE OFFICIAL STAR TREK FAN
CLUB QF CANADA
Val. 1, No. t, Winter 1993
77 Mowar Avenue, Suite 621, Toronto,
Ontario, M6K 3E3
Published quarterly by Marquee Publica-
tions
Edited by Rob Srern
Available for $22.99/ oneyear. or $40.99/
wo years

Okay, socthisone isn'treally afanzine
either, but they sent me two free copies of
the first issue, so what the hell. The big
difference berween this and its counter-
part from the Staces {Star Trek: The
Official Fan Club), is the ads to pages
ratio. The Yankee version has 14 pages of
magazine and 2 20 page ad insert, while the
Canadian version has 40 pages of maga-
zine and only an § page ad insert. This
premiere issue concentrates an Deep Space
Nine and includes aninterview wich Cana-
dian director Paul Lynch, who has already
helmed quite a few DS0 episodes. If you
think you'd like your “offical, Paramount
approved Trek” with a twist of Canuck,
then this is for you.

—JWH.

XENOFILE

Voi. 10, No. ¢

223 - 12 Ave. SW., Calgary, Alberaa,
TR 0G93

Published by Con-Version Publications
Edired by Sheldon A Weibe

Available for $6.00/four issues /free to
NonCon and CalCon members)

Sheldon’s edirorial starts wich the
comment, “we're back,” and from there
the intended editorial direction is ex-
plained. XenoFilewill publish the progress
reports of all three of Calgary’s ongoing
conventions {CalCon, Con-Version, and
NonCon). It is their intent to evenrually
include convenrtions across Western
Canada and the Pacific Northwesr. Should
be interesting.

In addition to con reports and ads,
there are commentaries on fandom, sci-
ence ficrion as modern myth-making,
Rabvlon 3, and Star Trek: Desp Space
Nige. (Mucho amusing was the observa-
tion that station DS is a scale model

miniarure, while B3 is 2 full size model in
eyberspace.) Art for chis issue includes an
armored jousting robot on a unicycle, a
muscle-bound man with a sword. 2 mus-

cle-bound woman with a sword and a

muscle-bound bipedal tiger with a sword.

K]
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ALOUETTE
No. 7, March 1993
7601 Bathurst - Suite 617, Thornhill,
Onzario, [.4] 415
Published by Who's That Coeurl? Press
Edited by Roberr |. Sawyer

This issue's contents of the newslet-
ter of the Canadian Region of SFWA
included the Prix Aurora Award winners;
news; a large and informative section on
computer nets, e-mail, Compusewe. GEnie,
ete; a SFWA member profile {]. Brian
Clarke); market reperts; and a report on
the federal government's plan o cus back
on Public Lending Right payments (basi-
cally, s program that provides compensa-
tion to aurhors for royalties lost because
of free library circulation of their books).
[ particularly enjoyed Andrew Wainer's
article on Orson Scott Card’s * Losr Bays™
and Bruce Sterling's “Dors Bangs."

While reading this zine, however, |
get the same sense that Robert Runié
mentions in his lecter this issue with
regards to Communiqué and the Auroras
(see page 11): this is not a fanzine -- this
is an informarive, very well-produced
prozine, Lts contents are wricten for and
abour the problems of pros. If the Best
Work - Other is the “pro” zategory as
Robert says, then Alouette should be
nominated in that category. So Robert can
campaign for Communiqué, I'li campaign
for Alouecte, and we'll hope for a tie.

- JW.H

BCSFAzine

#237, #2390

P.O. Box 484783 Bentall Centre,
Vancouver B.C., V7X 1A2

Published by the British Columbia Sci-
ence Fiction Association

Edited by R.Graeme Cameren

Available for $20.00/ year

As always, BCSFAzine managed to
brighten my mailbox.

In BCSFAzine 237, the editor men-
tions that his computer packed it in. He
didn’t say if it happened while there was §
hours of unba:ked—up data on it.

This issue consains part chree of an
interview with Spider Robinson, and Mr.

Scienceisin gooci form, once again caking
advanzage of co-markering. This time he's
selling the Mr, Science Kitchen Gamma
Ray Sterilizer Kit.

Sidney Trim's “Space Report” is an
interesting article about the proposed X-
30 SCRAMjer.

Steve Forey's “Auchors Update™ is an
excellent listing of news about local au-
thors.

Inissue 239, Mr. Science answears five
difficult questions. He is also requesting
contributions so he can test the hyporh-
esis that money can't buy happiness.

In the first part of an interview, Sean
Stuart answers questions and ralks about
life, writmg and everything.

“Hor Gossip Stop” contains local
fan news, stories from Norwescon 1 6and
a list of Alberta fans who've moved to the
west coast. There is also a mention that
Lisa Cohen has a story in the April 93
Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine.

“Wierds Did Ic” is a continuarion of
the ediror's historical review of BCSFA. It
consists of excerpts from past
BCSFAzines, as well as Graeme's com-
ments on events. Interesting for those
involved or those who enjoy fan histories.
The retrospective ends ar 1973 and is o
be continued in furture issues.

The February 20th On Spec
fundraising dance and "Over The Hdge”
issue release is reviewed by Lynne Teylor
Fahnestalk.

—KJ

ConTRACT
Vol. 5 #2, March-April 1693
321 Portage Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2B9
Fax: (204) 944-1998
Edited by John Mansfield
Available for $7/six issues or free ro Ca-
nadian Concoms

ConTRACT continues to publish
its extensive lists of (mostly) Canadian
cons. A good source of informationand an
excellent place for cons to get some adver-
tising.

After the <on listings is the section
“Thoughts & Reviews.” Con*Cept 92 is

reparted to have been a success, with
positive reviews, enlarged atzendance and
a profitable botrom line {gee. [ write one
editorial abour how cons can avoid losing
money and it's happening already).
Maplecon 13 is listed as having lost
money due o lack of aczounting for GST
& PST (Concoms take note).
— K.

DIMENSION

Vol. 1, No. 4

Box A-13, 1720 Douglas Sc., Vicroria,
B.C., VBW 2G7

Published quarterly by Falcon Entertain-
ment

Availzble for The Usual {2}

The third issue of this local newszine
sees a marked improvement in layout and
typesetting quality. Grammer and spell-
ing still need work, buc the issue has lots
of inzeresting Hollywood gossip and ru-
mours, and a picture of William Shatner

with an afre (P.I-@. This zine improves

with every issue.

- JWH

INNOVATIONS
Vol. 4, Ne. 1
Box 3700, Markham, Onrario, L3R 6G9
Published by Lego Canada
Avaitable for $9.99/2 year membership
The vast majority of toys seem to fic
into three categories: ultra cute, ultra
violent and ulrra disgusting. Lego man-
ages to avoid all three of these caregories.
Trcanalso help to develop the imagination
while remaining fun long after other toys
become buried forever in oy boxes.
Looked at objectively, Innovations
is lictle more chan a flyer used to promore
the sales of a produce. It is an interesting
read, though. Phetos of the winning en-
tries in each issue's contests show that
creanvity is not dead among young Cana-
dians. The contest constructions shown
this week are speedboats. The contest for
the next issue is beaver building. The
"“Wall of Fame” section is more pictures
of Lego constructs and constructors, this

time in ne particular category. Lego holi-
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In Back To The Future Parc II chere

is a scene of an alleyway in the 21st

century. Next to some garbage cans, there
is a number of bundles of discarded (and
compacted) laser discs, On rhe bundles
are the heaich warning, “Caution: Siii-
con.” The subdlety of this joke was obvi-
ously lost on some. The Wall Screec
Journal (3/22/93} menticas that sand-
blasters working 8 hour shifts withour
masks can ges silicosis. The government

of California, ref'erencing a single contro-

The Top Ten Fims of 1892

1} Batman Rerurns - $162,300.000

2} Home Alone 2 - $145,0C0,000

3) Lethal Weapon 3- §14.4,700,000

+) Sister Acr - $139.37C0.000

5) Wayne's World - $121,000.000

&) Basic Instinct - $117.700,000

7) Aladdin - $115,300,c00

3) AlLeagueof Their Qwn - $107.0C0,000

9) The Bodvguard - $38,500,000

10} The Hand That Rocks The Cradle
- $88,000.000

versial study, claims a weak link between
silicosis and cancer. So yes, California

The Tap Ten Genre Hims of 1992
1) Barman Returns - $162.800,000

2) Aladdin® - $115,300,000

3) Bram Stoker's Dracula®- $31,600,0C0
4} Beauty and che Beasc - §73,582.000

H nation in ch e {1991 rozal ~ §73,067,000}
ugo nomination in the nonfiction zat- 5) Honey. I Blew Up che Kid

egory for his book, 4 Wealth of Fables -
An Informal Hisrory of Science Fiction
Fandom 12 the 1950s. (Send $25 U.S. to
SCIF] Press, P.O. Box 8442, Van Nuys,
CA, 91409, USA)Y Good luck, Harry!

now classifies sand as a carcinogen and
requires it to be provided withthe warrling

{abel "known to cause cancer.”

Congrats to Harry Warner, fr. on his

- §38,55+4.000
6) Death Becomes Her - $58,423,000
7} Alien 3- $54,207,000
8) Hook - $48.206.000
(1991 rotal - $70,595.000}
9) Encino Man - $40.057.000
10} Universal Soldier - 336,193,000

*still in release in earlv 1993

Some Orthers {for comparisen'’s sake)
Tovs - $18,200,000
Freetack - $17.,033,000
Twin Peaks:Fire Walk With Me
-S4, 181,000
Love Potion Ng.9 - $717,000

{And whar are the top-grossing films
inhistory, youask? 1) E.T., 2} Star Wars,
3} Return of che [edi, +) Batman, 5) The
Empire Strikes Back. 6} Home Alone, 7)
Ghostbusters, 8} Jaws, 9} Raiders of the
Lost Ark, 10) Indiana Jones and the Las:

Crusade, 11} Terminator 2; Judgement

Day, 12) Indfana fones and the Temple of
Doom, 13} Beverly Hills Cop, 14) Backto
the Future, 15) Home Alone 2, 16) Bat.
man Returns, 17) Ghost, 18} Grease. 19)
Tootsie, and 20) The Exorcisc. Trends:

sixteen of the Top 20 are sf/fantasy/
horrorfilms, sevenwere sequels, six starred
Harrison Ford, six had George Lucas’
involvement, five were directed by Steven
Spielberg (he exec-produced a sixch}, and
three have one-word titles that starr wicth
the letter 'g.” Also, Aladdin will be some-
where on this list by the time it closes.)

GTAR TREA GPINOFFS

With a new Srar Trek series, Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, on the air. here are some

other Star Trek spinoffs thar didn't quice make it.

DATA'SPLAYHOUSE --Data quits Starfleet and becomes host of 2 children's
show. Fearuring The King of Tri-V Toons and the secret word. (Today's secrer word
is "Fully-funcrional.”}
FEDERATION'S MOSTWANTED -- Romulans, Borgs, good seripuwriters
-- who is the Federation hunzing for this week?

STARBASE 20210 - The angst-ridden, heart-rending, over-aceed story of the
teens in the hippest Szarbase in the Federation. Patrick Stewart as Jean-Luke,
JAMES T. KIRK CAN'T LOSE -- A look back to Kirk's Academy days. In the
first episode, he faces che Kobayashi Maru scenario.

TREKKIE TOONS - A cartoon crossover. With Patrick Stewart as Buster, and
Jonathon Frakes as Babs, Guest starring John de Lancie s Pepé e Q.

MARRIED . . . WITH ISLINGONS - A “whar if”" series: whar if Beverly had
married Picard inscead of Jack Crusher? “Well, ah, y'know, Bev, an intergalactic shoe
salesman just can't support a redhead and two lower lifeforms that vaguely resemble
children with funny bumPs on their heads! T know the food processor's a licde ruscy,
but couldn’t vou program it fortea? [t doesn't even have o be Earl Gray, and lukewarm
would be sufficienti” “Now, Jean-Luc .. .." With Wil Wheaton as Bud,

Plus: Who's the Caprain: The Sirears of Nimbus [H; Wesiey Crusher, M.D.:
This Borg's For You: Federation's Funnigst People (Al Vulcan Special); and
Woelcome Back, Tasha.
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1893 Prix Aurora Awards
Best Long-Form Work in English - Meilleur livre en anglais: Passron Flay, Sean Swuart;
Best Short-Form Work in English - Meilleure nouvelle en anglais: *“ The Top Ml Daivd Nickle & Karl Schroeder;
Bess Other Work in English - Meilleur cuvrage en anglais {Autre): Tesseracts 4, ed. by Lorna Toolis & Michael Skeet;
Meilleur livre en frangais - Best Long-Form Work in French: C[zrcm};ues du Paps des Meres, Elisabeth Vonarburg;
Meilleure nouvelie en francais - Best Short-Form Work in French: «Base de négociacion, Jean Dion;
Meilleur cuvrage en frangais (Aurre) - Best Other Work in French: Solaris, Joél Champetier, réd.;
Artistic Achievement - Accomplissemenc artistique: Lynne Taylor Fahnestalk; .
Fan Achievement (Fanzine) - Accomplissement fanique {Fanzine): Under The Ozone Hole, ed. by John Willeox Herberr & Karl §

Johanson;

Fan Achievement (Organizational) - Accomplissement fanique {Organisation): Adam Charlesworth, Noncon 15.

The Canadian Region of the Science
Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America
(SFWA) has been granted equal starus
with the other four regions of SFWA.
Rabert ]. Sawyer is the current Canadian
Regional Director. (Alouette No. 7)

Terence M. Green, Robert [ Sawyer
and Edo Van Belkom gave readings during
an evening of Canadian sf and horror in
Taronto on February 28.

Benoit Girard has started “The Fro-
zen Frog's Fanartists Collectable Card
Project.” IHe wants portrairs of fanartists
on one side and a bio (including ar least
one bit of shameless bragging} on the
back. For info, writz Benoir Girard 1016
Gitlaume-Baisser, Cap-Rouge. Quebez,
GIY 1Y9.

Elisabeth Vonarburg Was runner-up
for the Philip K, Dick award with her
novel, [ che Mocher s Land.

Hugh Spencer and Allan Weiss are
working on a Caradian Science Fiction
and Fantasy exhibition for the Narional
Library of Canada. Dr. Weiss is also com-
piling 2 bibliography of 2ll Canadian sf
and fantasy novels and short stories. For
info,write Allan Weiss, 3865 Bathurst St..
Apt. 1, Toronte, Oneario, M3H N4
{Alouetre No., 7)
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Lanucks Writing Books Dep’t

Dreams Underfoor by Charles de
Lint {Tor), [nto the Green by Charles de
Lint (Tor), The General #3: The Anwl
by David Drake and SM.Stirling {Baen),
The General #4: The Steel by David
Drake and $.M.Srirling {Baen), A Fand-
fid of Men #2: Upfanrf Quclaws by Dave
Duncan {Del Rey), 4 Handfid of Men
#3: The Stricken Field by Dave Duncan
{Del Rey), Vircwal Lighe by William
Gibson (Bantam Spectra), 8lood Pacr by
Tanya Huff {DAW?, The Callzhan Touch
by Spider Robinson, Lady of"ﬂ/fc‘rcy by
Michelle Sagara {Del Rey), Fossi] Hunter
by Rabert |. Sawyer (Ace), Passion Play
by Sean Stewart {Ace) and TekSecrer by
William Shatner (Putnam}).
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Between The Covers
By David Gordon-
MacDonald

The Stress of Her Regard
Tim Powers

1989

Ace Books

The Emtm're of Fear
Brian Stableford
16088

Simon and Schuster

The Hollow Earch: The Narrariveof Mason
Algiers Reynolds of Virginia

Rudy Rucker

1990

William Morrow and Co. Ine

Lesc Darkness Fall

L. Sprague de Camp

1639/1967

Del Rey Books

Sherfock Molmes and The Case of The
Raleigh Legacy

Sherlock Holmes and the Case of Szbina
Half

Sherlock Holmes and The Thistleof Scor-
land

L.B. Greenwood

990

Pocker Books

Remember when SF was sometimes.
called “Furure Fiction?” Alrighe, maybe
not in yeur liferime or mine, buc chat old
appellacion fromthe days when Gernshach
coinad the rterm “'Scientifiction’” was
brought co mind by chis monch's review
set. Without exception they are set ini the
past, and three are rechnically not even SF
ac all.

The Stress of Mer Regard by Tim
Powers is bota che most lyrical and the
most imvolving novel L have encountered in
gquitesome time, | als novel, by theauthor

of Dinper ar Devianrs Pilacz and The
Anedis Gaces is set in the zacdy [0th
Century and involves the romantic poets

Byron, Kears and Sheﬂe.v‘ Plus Perey

Shelley’s well known spouse. Mary. Inone
aspect, Srress is 3 vampire novel, bur not
of a type that has been done before,
Powers combines a profound knowledge
of the Old Testament, Romantic litera-
ture, classical mythology, tfolklore and
European history and geography inco a
quire astonishingly seamless whole, Sel-
dom have vampires seemed so natural, or
so primal. As Powers depicts them, chey
are a strange inorganic species that has
shared the Earch withman, butwhose cime
is gone. Once upon a cime they were the
Fares, the Muses, the Lamia, and The
Giants in the Earth, but their time on the
planet would have been over save for the
treachery of a man who berrayed his spe-
cies in return for eternal Life. The Lamia
need the bloed and soul of a human being
m order to survive, bur it must be a
particular type of human -- a crearor, a
writer or artist. The poets of the tme,
patticularly Byron's group of friends, are
enslaved to cheir vampiric muses render-
ing their lives dreadfully short {these are
Romantic poets. after n}i:‘ ind not at all

L *
happy-

The Proragonist is a London

acoucheur {primeval obsterrician} who
accidentally becomes attached to a vam-
pire/lamia and is forced to spend a dozen
years of his life ridding humanity of these
parasitic creatures. [n his quest he rravels
from rural England ro the be-aur}' of Swir-
zertand's Lake Leman and Venice, encoun-
tering Byron, Keats and the Shelleys on
the way. The poers and their work have
never seemed so alive as in Powers’ por-
trayal, and 19th Cencury Europe never se
atmospherically depicted, If you've been
getting the idea thar I ltked this book,
vou're right. Highly recommended.

The Empire of Fear is one of two

works in this issue's group that is not set

inthe 16th Century: instead it is ser inthe -

time of Shakespeare, the late 1och o 2arly
17th Century. The Empire of the dide is
the vampire cligarchy of

, ..
\" SMPIrism <ame T ¥

©

a;‘d‘u?f:l‘:i%‘.“f ANG I0ST-

who convertad
tuced rule b}’ the new ﬂobiiity: vampires.
Ac the time of the novel, Avilla is scill alive
and ruling che Eastern half of Europe, as

is Charlemagne. ruling che wesc. Further,
Richard Coeur de Leon saill rules Eng-
land, while vampire warlord Viad Tepys.
called Dreakulya, holds the east against the
armies of Islam. This is Vampirism of a
completely non-mystical nature, com-
pletely based onbiology, thoughthe nobles
try ro swell the public fear of them with
superstition. One man, Noel Cordery,
must carry the torch of narural seience and
keep the nobles from snuffing it our in
crder to protect their secret. His search
for the answer takes him to Africz and
deep inte the mosaic of African religion.
Stableford depic!:s these religions, for
once, not as superstition and folklore, but
as faiths wichall the beaury and majesty of
the major western and eastern religions.
Empireisa wonderfully complete denje-
tion of a plausible alrernate history, whose
detail, flavour and texture contribute as
much to making it 2 hard-ro-put-down
volume as do the moving characteriza-
tions. This is an excellent first novel frem
Stableford. Watch for his second baok,
The Werewolves of London.

The Holfow Earch, ‘Dy marchemarti-
cian Rudy Rucker, is a deligheful romp
which emulates the stvle of borh SF and
cravelogues of the 19th Century and early
20th Century. It berrows, to great effect,
the "found manuscript” device used by
Burroughs and others. The story moves
from a real and rather grimy ance-bellum
south to the intertor of che FHollow Earch,
or should I say Earths. (I'm not going to
try to explain chat one. You'll just have to
read it and see.; Wound up in the ploris
Edgar Allen Poe in not one, but two
incarnations. Rucker displays an admira-
ble knowledge of Poe, his life and work
and shares it quite painlessly. Topping off
this tale of the Fanrastic is.a more or less
accurate picture of how a Hollow Earch
might exist and still conform to the laws
of physics as we know them, plus a few
wild ideas from the outer fr:'nges of theo-
retical mathemartics. Overall s an in-
credible mixcure, burche recipawcrks. and
1T never STops entarzaining. I'm definitc:if;
looking forward to Rucker's next book.

Lesr Darkness Fallmight be cailed an

SF classic, ironicaily. Why ironicatly? Be-
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cause chis seminal tale of 2 historian
(Martin Padway) misplaced in time con-
cerns his efforts to circumvent the dark
ages and progress directly from the fall of
classical civilization o 2 more modern.
Peacefui waorld. Many have gone over this
ground since de Camp published rhe firse
version of this story in Unknown Maga-
zinein 1939, Lesewas the story that made
de Camp's reputation, and no matter how
many times it has been emulated, he was
still the firse. Sprague de Camp may be
familiar to you as the co-editor/co-writer,
with Lin Carter, of che complered Robert
E. Howard Conan saga. The immense
knowledge of history and archaeology that
de Camp displays in Lesc Darkoess Fall
was also whar lent verisimilitude to the
completion of the Howard saga. By the
time de Camp and Carrer had arganized
the Conan saga and filled in the missing
pieces, Howard's work was more than
stirring, it was unforgecrable. Thank them
for the Conan-craze of the 1680s. Also, if
youever findany of de Camp's non-fiction
volumes on the engineering, archirecture
and urban geography of the ancient world,
grab chem; they are superb. [ seem to have
rambled: chis started out as a review of
Lesr Duarkness Fall Where was 12 Ah, ves

When the 20th Century historian lands in
Rome under the OseroGoth regime. he
realizes that he is in for a dirty, viclent,
uncomfortable life unless he acts quickly.
By various methods, Padway introduces
such modern innovations as distillacion,
thﬂ da_liv nev VSPdPef Ar.’ibic numl‘:rais,
double enrry bookkeepmg arxd the cross-
how. He publishes volumes itroducing
modern astronemy, mathematics and naru-
ral science more than 2 millennium before
their time. By the time he has finished. he
has replaced the QstroGoch king wich a
better tacrician and helped him retain
control of Italy.

Remember that Padway's main ob-
jective is to guaranree some kind of com-
torrable, decent life for himself and. as a
spin-off, the otherresidents of Tealy at the
time, In order to do chis, he must stop the
Emperor [ustinian from reclaiming Rome
as the seat of his Holy Reoman E Empire,
somerhing that this woufd-Le SUCCESSOT IO
the nobie Romans did not deserve. His
“legions,” actually various tribes of mer-
cenaries, were led by Belisarius, 2 Thracian
Slav, and Justinian himself was a Dalma-

tian which is to say, his claim to the
tmperacy was spoery. [ Sorry, it just slip?ed
Qur. as :‘ne 5l>nor> satd o the Duchess) In
QU ﬁib[ofv, :Cllb-’l Ha 5 LCG H U.SEEﬂ_l.lﬂ 5 EC{'CES
o victery but oniy after the war had
rﬁﬁgfd Ll? 11-1\1 O‘)‘v n ,;_1.', N -.l\ lf‘\_‘ Wwasle o
che entire peninsula. This is what Padway
sought to avoid. and he eventually sue-
ceeded in doing so.ltis ceemendous fun o
see a historian appiving his knowledge to
create his own branch rimeline and play
merry hell wich the history he learned in
school. Best of all, pic{way suc:essfuﬂy
enlists one Germanic tribe to protect
Italy, and especially Rome, from all the
other Germanic and Slavic cribal groups.
which if you think abour it couid be
thoughr of as preventing vandalism. {Okay,
1o more puns, bur read the book.},

Apart from SF, my favourite vice has
to berales of Sherlock Holmes. Many have
edited the reminiscences of Dr. Watson
since the death of his original literary
agent, Sir Arthur Conan Dayle, bur few
have succeeded in preserving Warson's
aurorial veice. Some insist on replacing
Watson's narrative with an omnisciens
narrator as if he and Holmes were charac-
ters in a novel; others, like Frank Thomas.
canchaim lirtieaurhenticioy for cheir manu-
scripts. Themas, who once starred as Tom

Corber., Space Cadar. has refeased volumes

with such dubious citles as Sherfock
Holmes, Bridge Dececrive. Thomas' sto-
ries are unquestionably self-auchored sat-
ires of the Rathbone/Bruce films, them-
selves sacirical: ver Thomas appears com-
plerely unaware of what he has produced.
and rakes chem racher seriously. Many lost
Warson manuscripts have rurned up from
the good Doctor's safer “‘cnosit box in
Cox's Bank. from pac&:ets enrrusted to his
solicitors, or left wich friends in his final
years. Generally, Warson inscrucred char
these delicate and controversial cases not
be revealed until at least 50 years afrer his
deatch.

Ameng such authentic unpublished
memoirs are those ediced by L.B. Green-
wood, of Kelowna, Brirish Columbia. In

these tales, rhe lirarary veice of Tohn

Famish Watsen sines rrue. In The Ruidengh

v v i L,
Legacr, an Elizaberhan mystery with ties
to Warson's student davs

:nmlw_g 25 the

two detectives. The two reﬁzaining books

edited by Ms. Greenwood, The Cuse of

Sabina Halland The Thistle of Scorfand,

retlect very much on the role and life of
women in the lare 10th Century. The
English ?andscape piavs 3 great part in
gacr and  Sabina Hall

dark and E’TD(}uiﬂQ counery houses. deso-

both Ralergh Leg

late moors and land ruined by the indus-
triai revolution set the meod immediacely.
Sabina Hailisa sorrewful story of women
with few financial resources desperateiy
trying to maintain control of their own
bodies in a sociery which won't ler them.
The Thistle of Scotland, on the other
hand, is atightly woven, funand satisfying
mystery set mainly in che city, There are
enough clues that the reader doesn't feel
like a complete twit, but Watson and
Greenwood keep back an ingenious final
piece of the puzzle so char you are tanta-
lized uncl che final chapter.

As an editor, Greenwood is abso-
lutely faithful ro the Holmes canon and
displays a thorough knowledge of Viero-
rianera Londonand its society, something
essential to any presenter of Dr. Watson's
works. Best of all, Greenwood isan editor
sympathecic to the nature of che rale. For
instance, nestled in among the story of the
mysterious disappearance of Lady Carolyn
Mobray's amethyst (i.e. che gem called the
Thistle of Scotland) is a poignant but
nen-didactic subtext conczrning che sorry.
treatment of Vicloriun era women, even
those in the highest social circles, It's
good to see thar Greenwood does net
crouble us with ridiculous theories of
questionable origin a5 have other editors
of Watson's reminiscensces, such as chat
odd one which proposed Dr. Moriarty was
3 creation of Helmes' drug fevered brain,
Why, that's almosc as preposterous as the
suggestion thae Conan Dovle was mere
than just a literary agent. or thar Holmes
and Watson are merely fictional charac-
ters. Rubbish, I tell you! Such suggestions
are nothing more than horsefeathers and
balderdash. Ask any crue Holmesian.

xx oz oxox

Babvlo 3

Space station Babvion 7 is the lasc
resort or' peace in the galaxy, Established
asatres pertserving the five maimn galactic
empires {The Earth Alliance, The Narn
Con{ederacy {vaguely reptiﬂian human-
oids}, The Minbari {more humanoid al-
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iens;, The Centauri {once kings of the
galactic hill, and now an empire in decline)

Vorlons {whom no

and the mysterious
one has ever seen because they live inside
environmental suics’, Babylon 5 replaces
four previous stations on the same spou
the first three were sabotaged and Babplon
4 disappeared twenty-four hours after
opening. No cne knows hew or why,

Jeffrey Sinclair, commander of
Babylon 5, has his own personal mysteries
1o deal wich. Ten years eaclier, he was part
of the Earth Alliznce’s last-gasp efforc to
save Earth from a facal blow by over-
whelming Minbari forces. Sinclair blacked
out for 24 hours during the barcle; when
he came o, the Minbari surrendered to
him. He doesn't know why.

Let’s start with those much-
ballyhoced computer graphics. All che
special effects were compurer generared
and they were stunning. There's no ques-
tion Babylon 3 represents the next stepin
special effects. Indeed, the lock of the
show was wonderful, especially when one
considers thar Babylon 5's budger was
about one-sixth tharof D egp Space Ning's
opening episode. The alien makeup effects
were alse ourstanding.

What was not outstanding, and was
in fact disappoincing, was the acting. Un-
fortunately, the rwo feads, Michael O'Hare
(Commander Sinclair} and Tamilyn
Tomira {Lieurenant Commander Laurel
Takishima, secondin command of Babvion
5y displayed all che emotive abilicy of bark
mulch. Jerry Doyle. 2 Bruce Willis clone
who piays Security Chief Michael
Garibaldi. is, at least, an interesting pres-
ence, and Johnny Sekka as Dr. Kyle was
also of nore. Most of the “human actors™
were sub-par, however, and a fatlure, The
aliens were far mere interesting: Andreas
Karsulas {Tomalak from ST: TNG) rakes
a star turn under chree hours of make-up
as Narn Ambassador G'Kar, His coming
on to Lyta, a human psi cop. is the high-
light of the show. Also noteworthy was
Peter Jurassic as lLondo, the Centauri
Ambassador.

The plot was average: the Vorlon
Ambassador Koshisset to arrivear Babvion
5 however. someone is Piotcim; IO 25535~
sinare him.Ie's the o' “would-be assassin
is really a shape-changer who disguises
himself as the show’s star, thus implicat-
ing him in the crime” trick!! Ho hum,

Whar is interesting is all che unanswered
questions of the backstory has that cer-
tainly pointed the way for che future of
Babvion 3:

What happened to Sabrfon £

What happened to Commander
Sinelair? :
What do Vorlans really lock like?

And, more importantly, will Babvion
5 get picked up for the fall? Let's hope sat
éespite its problems. this has the Potential
to give Star Trek {in its various forms) a
run for its meney. A quick trip back to the
shop for some retooling could make a
world of difference. Besides, you have to
like a show whose producers’ motto is:

“No cure kids or robots - ever!”

— [W.H.

Qur Angry Earch
by Isaac Asimov and Frederik Pohl
Tor: April 1993; 36.99

“People sometimes have che arritude
that Carz will look after us.” Bur chat's
wrong. If the concepr means Jnyehing ar
afl, Gaia will look after herself. And che
besc way for her to do thar might well be
to get rid of us.” '

--James Lovelock, originazor of the
Gaia hypothesis.

Tsaac Asimovand Fraderik Pohl spend
agreat deal of time in this book compiling
artragic litany of how humanity is destroy-
ing chis planer. It's a cervible list of
comp%etly moronic behaviour by cur spe-
cles {and a stinging indictment of .envi-
ronmenral inaction during rhe Reagan/
Bush vears). Exampler A country in Eu-
ropehas had unusually small snowfalls che
past few years. which is threatening rhe
countrj,f's ski/rourisc industry. So they've
takento salting downtheir glaciers so chey
can be more easily skied on! Now, of
course, all cheir once beautiful mountain
streams and rivers are now contaminated
with sait, not ro mention all the land down
river, Chaprers deal wich the pollution of
the air, che land. the ocean. space, CFCs
and, of course, ozone holes. There s also
a section on the economics of ch)iiui‘ion‘
and how the real environamencal costs ars
not always what chev seem. [A digression:
My boss recency complained ibour che
cost of garbage rickets, which run some-
thing like $50 for twenty tickets. “Imag-
ine,"” she sald, “it s costing $2.50foraguy

o throw a can of garbage into a truck!” |
replied. “No, it'scosting $2.30 o encour-
age you 1o recycle as much of the garbage
as you can, for a guy to throw a can of
what's lefr into a cruck, and for the mu-
nicipaliey to figure our what the heil to do
wich all thar stuff.")

This is a depressing read: chere is not
alot of good news here, Buc chere is some:
the aurhors feel thar the damage is not
irreversible, although it will be a long
struggle and conditions will ger worse
beforethey get better. Theend of the book
is a section on political action that can be
taken, and the Paperback edition conrains
an updare, mcluding comments on the
Earch Summir.

A viral and important book, Our
Angry Earch is a fitring capstone to
Asimov’s career (although I chink Pohl
did most of the wark). Please read it.

— W,

Red Dwarf (Series Five)

“FHoloship,” “The Inguisitor,”
* Terrorform,” ' Quarancine,” " Demons

and Angels,” " Back ro Realigy”

For shose of you unlucky encugh o
be unfamiliar wich this st Brir-com.a brief
description follows: ie’s wacky. Dave Lister
was pur into stasis as a pem'it‘,' for insub.
ordination on the mining ship Red Dwarf”
as it began another eighreen mench min-
ing expedtion in the outer planets of the
solar system. It turns out that Lister's
bunkie, a by-the-book bur cotally inept
rech named Arnold]. {forJudas) Rimmer,
accidently released radiacion inte the ship.
killing alf che crew. Holly, the ship's AL

compurter, kept Lister in stasis until che

radiation was gone and i
release him. Unfortunately, it rook chree
millionyears. Holly realizes that the newly
released Lister needs some human com-
panionship and creates a hologram of
Rimmer to keep Lister company. During
those chree million years, Lister's preg-
nanc cat became the progenitor of a race of
felinoids rthat evolved in che ship’s hold,
and Lister and Rimmer discovers the last
of the felinoidsin a2 memorable scene
Later on, the characrers meer up with
Keveen, an andeoid rhar has survived 1
ouple of space accidents of his own (and
is played with whac the actor claims is a

Canadian accent).

Yader-the-Ozone-Heole Number Four - May 1993




Page 22

In past adventures, Rimmer made a
double of himself, an alien polymorph
atzacked them, Rimmer and Liscer traded
bodies and Lister goc himself pregnanc -
with twins. Red Dwarf takes basic sf
conteptsand twists them in on chemselves
with uncontrollabie silliness. (The writ-
ers don’t follow their continuity on pur-
pose because chey know that many sf
viewers worry about such things.)

The first episode of the new batch,
“Holoship,” is a typical example of this
approach. The crew encountersa Holoship,

a hologramatic ship manned by a crew of
holograms thar was sent cur to explore
black holes, worm holes etc. Whata great
concept: whar other kind of crew would
you send out on 2 vovage through the stars
besides a crew of nearly invulperable im-
mortais? Rimmer decides thar thisis where
he belongs, but in order to join the
Holoship crew, he must win a battle of
witswitha Holoship crewmember (whose
[.Q.sarein the 200s while Rimmer's is, a8
he puts it, unknown). Add o chis Rimmer
having sex for only che third rime in hislife

and it all becomes very silly. And very
funny.

“The Inguisitor” (s about a renegade
android whe's made it iss life’s work o
hold judgement on every intelligent being
as to wheather they've made a worthwhile
contribution. Listerand Keytenare judged
to have failed (Rimmer and the Cac, being
so useless to begin with, did manage to be
deemed worchwhile. Jusc barely). The “im-
mortal judging all living things” is a
throwaway joke from one of Douglas

Adams' Hitchhiker'sbook (#4, I believe],

Laser Disc Corner
The Abyss
Produced by Gale Anne Hurd
Written and Direcred by James Cameron

Did you get the feeling when you first saw The Abyss cthat someching was missing? That suddenly in the last act che film made
an abrupt turn that really didn't make any sense?

Writer/ Director James Cameron (whc is Canadian. by the way - born in Kapuskasing, Ontaric) has restored 28 minutes of
footage and changed The Abyss from z darn good fiim into an urrer masterpiece.

The nuclear sub U.S.S. Montana, armed with 192 nuclear warheads, has gone down in che Aclantic. The Navy has commandeered
a submersible oil drﬂling rig, Deepcore. to facilitate a rescue, The Deepcore crew, led by Bud Brigman {Ed Harris), is joined by a
Navy SEAL team, under cthe command of Lieutenan: Coffey (Michael Biehn). Also on board is Bud's scon-to-be ex-wife Lindsey
(l\lfaty Elizabeth Mastrantenio) who &esigned Deepcors and isn'c pleased thar the Navy has borrowed it. To make matters worse,
Soviet subs are thought to be in the area, world tensions are mounting, a hurricane is-raging on the surface, and Coffey is slowly
being driven nuts by pressure sickness. The sub lies near che top of an abyssal rrench ("...two and a half miles straight down..” as
one character puts it}, which holds ocher surprises, namely alien creatures with whom humans have been unknowingly sharing the
earch. These aliens have decided to make cheir presence known, and rto give us a very spectacular warning. {Yes, the famed “wave
sequence” has been restored to che film!}

The Abyss is now a stunning motion picture, running the gamet from a tight action thriller to a thought-provoking
understanding of humaniry as others would see us. In the new version. the themes of death and rebirth are played ous on a global
scale as che aliens threaten humanity’s destruction, and on a personai level as Bud and Lindsey rediscover their love for each other
{and in Lindsey’s case, a very literal rebirth). The restored scenes not only make che aliens’ involvement more integral to the story,
they burtress Bud and Lindsey's scory, the heart of the film.

This is the first laser disc rransfered using the THX system {Yes, George Lucas stejkes again} and the results are mesmerizing.
The sound and picture quali{y are quite lirerally stunning. In fact, Gene Siskel {of Siskel & Ebert fame) declared chis the best laser
disc in rerms of sound and picture performance thar he had ever seen. The disc is spectacular. {Now, if only George would use THX
on a certain trilogy he finished making a decade ago.}

But wait! There’s more!

In addition, you also get the original crearment, the draft scrips, and the final script. You get hundreds of starybeards and
production :llustrations, hundreds of behind che scenes photos, behind the scenes and sfx cest footage, and three different theatrical
trailers {plus two for Aliens(?1)). There’s also 2 one hour documentary on the making of The Abyss especially put rogrher for this
set that features new interviews with Cameron, Harris and orher cast members as they recall “the roughest shoot in histogy.” (One
cast member, Leo Burmester, after recounting the time his dive helmer biew off 40 feer under water, says, “Every other film is cake.
You always hear actors whining and bitching. I say to "em, Fuck you, I did The Abyss.”") One only appreciates the end result more
after watching the “making of " segment as one realizes the tremendous hardships the cast and crew put up with. Ed Harris, for the
scenes involving the “fluid-breathing dive suir,” had to be 40 feet down wich a helmer full of warer and no air supply of his own.
(As a side note, the fluid-brearthing demonstration performed on Beany che var was not a special effect, it was real}

This restored special edition of The Abyss eruly is someching special.

-~ L WH

P.S. The Fox neswork just ran the Wotld Television Premiere of The Abyss. They showed che “in flight” cur, which begins with
the superimposed message, “Edited for celevision, 23 minutes have been cur from the original theatrical version.” Sacrilege!
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and this episade also suffers from 2 some-
what confusing ending. Plenty of laughs.
but only an average e.pisocie.

" Tereorform’” opens with z grear pun
forartire Kryren's and Rimmer's Srarbug

. i i . .
“a Red Dwarfshuetlecrafs hascrashed on

;
a planer. There is 2 marvelous sequence as
Kryten, who's badly damaged and unable
to move, cucs off hus hand, sticks one of
hus eyebaﬂs ona ﬂnger. and sends it off to
find help. The hand recurns o the ship,
but Holly mistakes the hand for a giant
space tarantula (or “raranshula” as Lister,
who's deathly afraid of spic{ers. speﬂs ich,
and Lister sits frozen in fear as the hand
slowly crawls up his leg into his boxers.
Liscer can only communicare by typing on
acomputer. Cat, being Car, decides co calk
back by typing also until finzlly the hand
joins the fun. It turns out that the planet
is a psi-moon thar terraforms irself ac-
cording to the Psyche of whoever's around.
in chis case, Rimmer. Need we say more.

"Quarantine” postulates the exise-
ence of viruses which can affect holo-
grams, Rimmer fails vicrim to one such
“holo-virus” which affects his mind and
enables him o fire laser beams from his
eyes. Dressed in a red and whitz checked
nightdress {withmatching hac} and sporc-
ing a penguin pupperknown as Mr, Flibble
{""Mr. Flibble is gerting very cross™, he
stalks the others, growing more insane by
the minute. Very twisted. and very funny.

*Demons and Angels” 1 can barely
remember, $o it obviously left licdde im-
pression. {But Monica says it had some
good bits.) “Back co Reafiry” rakes rhe
time honourad it was ail a dream/halle-
cination/video game” cliché and givesiran
extra twist. Lhe Red Dwarf characrers
crash a Starbug and are killed, except chat
it turns our they've been playing 2 Toral
Immersion Video game called “Rad
Dwarf,” and playing it quite badlv. In
reality, Kryten is a cop named Jake Builic,
Car is a buck-toothed nerd ina Beatle-cuc
named Duane Dibbly, and Rimmer and
Lister are. . .brothers. Is this realicy the
real thing, ot is ¢ somerhing else? Wacch
and find out, Be prepared to laugh out
loud.

- LWH

Tesseraces 4
edited by Lorna Toolis and Michael Skeat

Beach Holme Publishers

(4252 Cemmerce Circle, Vicroria, BC,
VSZ 42y

83.9%

Ark of Ize

editad by Lesley Chaovee

Potrersfield Press

(Lawrencetown Beach, RR 2. Porters Lake,

NS, BoJ 2503
$14.95%

Two new Canadian science fictien
anthologies on the marker are Ark OF fee,
from Porrersfield Press in Nova Scotia,
and the fourth in the Tesserzces series
from Beach Holme (formerly Parcepic
Bookst. New and emerging writers are
showcased, some ro good etfect, and some
of Canada's literary wricers have tried che
sf genre. not always with success.

Ark of e moves from an introduc-
tory essay by editor Lesley Choyee to an
afterward by Judith Merrill. one of the
great voices in sf writing and editing, bur
the collection moves by fits and stares
through an uneven selection of stories.

Eleven of these Ehirty’—ﬁhree stories
have previousl_y appeared in books and
periodicals, bur this is no indicator of
whecher the stories are the authors” best
work, ot whether chey will appeai to most
readers.

Choyee has divided the anchology
intoe four parts, wich stories on the theme
of Macroethics, The Arc of Escape. Ecof
Logical and Political Alienation. These
themes are well c{eveloped in the stortes
which haveparticularly strong voices, such
as Phyllis Godieb's " The Newes:t Profes-
sion,” Monica Hughes' ™ The Price of the
Land " {eerily reminiscent of the classic
“ The Lotrery’™ H.A Hargreaves' " [n FHis
Moccasins,” and Garfield Reeves-Srevens’
' Quiport. '

At the cantre of the book are " The
Immaculate Conceprion Photogra phy
Gallery,” in which Katherine Govier de-
scribes che subtractions and additions of
an immigrant Phocographer. and Candas
Jane Dorsey's " Living in Ciries.” Dorsey
writes: T his city where [ live now, I know
deepi}r: knowing it chis way is not 2asy nor
does it lend itself ro analysis. So when
Aaron asked meif [ could show my CEE}' o
astranger.ons P&L‘Eicular sEranger. fwasn't
sure [ wanted to do it. .. The scranger was
different than{ expected. Small, 2 woman,

with a heavy braid of black thick hair

almost to her waist. Instantly, unexpect-
edly, [ wanted to undo that braid, comb
chat wild hair with mv hands: her pale face
was serente and | wanted co take that
serenity apart with passion.” These two
storjes zre the strongest in the cotlection.
and more than compensate for any disap-
pointment when che reader finds thac
Margarer Aswood's story is only a brief
excerpt from The Handmaid's Tale, and
W.P. Kinsella's story was clearly written

when he was nineteen and had not ver
found his writer's voice nor anyone else’s.

The twenty-nine stories and poems
in Tesseracrs 4 are, by contrast, a more
consistent selectionof good modern seyle.
Generally hard-hicting, with well-devel-
oped plots and themes, these stories are
more representative of the best these writ-
ers can achieve, in che stocies " Remember,
che Dead Say'" by Jean-Louis Trudel, " The
Best of Boch Worlds” by Lesley Choyce,
and * Erernity, Baby" by Andrew Weiner,
than in these authors’ stories in Ark of Jce,
There are 2 number of "established” wric-
ers who are giving Canada a strong, unigue
vaice, and their names appear in some or
all of the Tesseraccs series.

Among chis year's nominees for the
Aurora, the Canadian nazional sf award,
were " Anrs” by Allan Weliss, Coupf:‘.s’" by
Eileen Kernaghan and * The Toy M/ ™™
by David Nickle & Karl Schroeder, all of
which appeared in Tesseraces 4 Neicher
Dave Duncan's poem ™ The Others™ " They
come no more a-begging /in good times or

in bad. /Thev haunt the woods no more, /

only our dreams.”) nor Candas Jane

Drorsey's * Deach of ¢ Dreamm” were nomi-
nated this year, but both show a fine rouch
ac taking new discoveries and memories of
the past, to show people in new situations.

Borh of these anthologies were nomi-
nated in the Best Other Work in English
category of the Auroras, and are up against
the prize winning On Spec magazine,

Prisoners of Gravity {an sf/comics

o

series from TVOatario}, and Norrhern

Frights,an anthology from Mosaic Press.
[c will be interesting to see whether the
award goes to the crackerjack editing ceam
of Toolis and Skeer, to Choyee's future
ficcion selecrion, or to another worthy
candidate in chis close comperition.

- Pavda fohanson

{{For the 1993 Prix Aurora Award
winners list, see Canadian News. -~ Eds. 1 }
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The True Life Advenrures of Sparrow
Drinkwater

by Trevor Fergusen

Har?erCoHins: $24.95

There is a trend ameng Canadian
writers to include elemencs of Fanrasy and
imagination in their mainstream fiction
novels, some of which are highly success-
ful, sPeculative elements and zll, Cer-
tainly, a book opening with the hero's
conceprion ina Georgian swamp, sired by
a great black bird, cannot be seen as
mundane. When the hero’s friends and
t—amily include his schizophrenic mother,
an agora?ho‘bic witch and a mad tunnel
digger, it is no wonder che pages keep
turning in Trevor Ferguson's newest bock,
The True Life Adventures of Sparrow
Drinkwater.

Will Sparrow grow wings like his
father? His mother expects it. “Mother
believed I had been sired by a bird. She
remembers the night it happened. She had
been peeing in the woods behind the
school when 2 huge raven drifred out of
the sky, blotring the moon... She knew it
was a raven because it was all black with an
impressive wing-span. {1 suspect a priest
in his robes. Or a travelling monk. An

"

ecclesiastic. | suspecr a man.)” A man
whom SParrow expects has driftad in and
out of his mother's life forever.

When hismother Sheilaghdances off
a train bridge inte the Wataminga River,
the child Sparrow is adopred by a family
fromworking-class Mentreal “My mother
has stepped again into her native realm of
spooks and wraiths and demons and spie-
its, a place where I could not easily follow.
She has forgotcen. orneglecred, totake me
atong.” And when he finds her again as a
young man, what will be the business of
hislife? “Who could have guessed thar the
dangerin discovering Sheilagh Drinkwater,
in comprehending her dilemma and sup-
porting her recovery, lay in losing my-
self?”

Farguson’s latest book, promoted as
being based on the rrue story of Canadian
business man Norman LeBlanc, is a blend
of fanrastic visions and down-to-earth
imagery -- literally under che earth as the
hero explodes subterranean runnels dur-
ing hisboyhood in Montreal. The descrip-
tions of Sparrow’s life are current encugh
thar he seems realistic and contemporary,

and his mother’s visions seem uncon-

nected in cime, unlike some of Sparrow’s
neighbours, who are locked in cheir grim
memories of the past or steaitjackered
inte memories of che present.

Ferguson has caprured perfectly in
Spatrow's mether some aspects of the
schizophrenic: Sheilagh's strong love for
her son even though she cannoc fook cut
for hum, her bewildered emotions even
when calm, her disjointed visions and
words when she is off medication.
“*Streetcats buffalo sidewalk bridge.” A
defianc chane for our time.”

With accuracy, and net without af-
fection, Ferguson depicts how the bew:l-
dered can move in the wide world, "I don't
want your fucking spare change.” hollers
a Panhandling drunk who has honed lhis
pitch to world-class caliber and volume. 1
want your money!”

While Sparrow never hears angels or
sees demons as his morther does, as a
growing boy and man he moves smong
people who see the world diffevently from
our consensus renlicy. This affecrs him
deepiy through lave, work, and whar home
life he can find or make among eccentrics
and mundane business people. "I’s her
courage,” Sparrow rtells the zeader, "her
sovereignity in those My serious quarters,
that 1 will endeavour ro emulate when
passing through che unknown backrooms
and boardrooms and corridors privy comy
deceivers.”

Consiscencly throughout the book,
the narrative is almost choked with pro-
fuse restarements and grand language.
Looking back, it is casy o picture the
novel as the life's stoty of an embictered
exile, told over margaricas and piria coladas
on the deck of 2 Bahamian mansion. There
are certainly encugh internal references:
and it seems che only rime Sparrow is not
centered on himself is when he is caring
for his mocher,

Whatever parallels chis novel has with
Norman LeBlanc's life, I wonder if he too
moved among other people‘s visions, and
searched this hard for mother and father
before retreating to the Caribbean, like
Sparrow sull searching for peace.

-- Pada fohanson

Twice Upon A Time

Being the founder and presiden:
unelect for life of the Vicroria Dark Star

Appreciation Sociery, 1 greatly enjoyed
meeting Brian Narelle {Lz. Doolitde) at
Norwescon & f\'wouic{n.t you know, it 1
didn't have my rubber chicken with me’.
[ewas ar the conwirh a behind the scenes
look at the upcoming animared movie
Twice Upon A Time.

This movie, which intersperses live
action and animation, features paper cut-
out animation as opposed to drawn or
painted animacion, Several thousand small
paper eyes, heads, hands, bodies and such
were meticulously placed on the back-
ground for each frame. Mr. Narelle man-
aged to convey how much of an exercisein
patience this was with a brief story. He
slowly opened the door to one of the
animation rooms {you had to open them
slowly or all of the paper curour bics flew
everywhere) and walked over to the anima-
tor working there. The animator, a large
Viet Nam ver, was hunched over his lighe
table grabbing eyes and hands and such
with his fine tweezers. Mr, Narelle asked
him how chings were going, and the ani-
mator slowly looked up ar him and said,
“This is worse than Nam." Mr. Narelle
just backed up slowly and closed the door.

Twice Upon A Time didn'c reach

many movie thearers. For several years |
asked video rental stores if they could ger
a copy of it in, to no avail. Joha {co-editor
John} finally spotted a copy in his video
club and snagged it for me.

The story takes place in the part of
the universe where dreams are creaced.
While some places create pleasant dreams,
nightmares are created at the Murkeworks
by Syncnimous Botch. Borch has plans to
have his nightmare-delivering vultures
capture all of cthe pieasanc dream-deliver-
ing figmen, thus ensuring that humans {or
Rushers, as they're called} will only have
nightmares. The protagonists, Ralph the
mulcipurpose animal and the mute
Mumford, enlist the aid of Ron Rescue
Person and a fairy godmother, to stop
Botch and free che figmen.

Unfortunately the story seems to be
a lictle coo “childish™ for most adult
audience members, and a teifle “inappro—
priatz” for younger viewers. However,
fans of animasion should keep their eyes
open for chis.

~ &
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onvention Listings

1993
CAN-CON ‘93
May 14 - 16
Delra Horel
Ottawa, Ontario.
GoHs: Karen Wehrstein, Shirley Meier,
Robert [. Sawyer, Greg loannou and Bink.
Can-Con, Bex 105, 220 Woodridge Crs.,
Nepean, Onrarie, K2B 8G1

KEYCON 93

May 21 - 23

Marlborough Horel

\‘Vinm’?eg, Maniroba.

GoHs: Roger Zelazny, Fred Saberhagen,
Bob Eglington, Linda Ross-Mansfield.
Keycon 10, Box 3178,

Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 4E$§

V-CON 20

May 20 - 30

Totem Residence, U.B.C

Vancouver, BC.

GoH: Charles de Lint; Toastmaster:
Michaet Coney; Art GoH: Rob Alexander.
V-Con 20, P.O. Box 48478 Benrall Cen-
tre. Vancouver, BC, VSV 1W4

AD ASTRA 13

June 4 -6

Sheraton Toronto East

Toronte, Onrario.

GoH: Frederik Pohl; Special GoH: Dave
Duncan: ArcGoH: Robin Wood.

Ad Astra 13, Box 7276, Station A,
Toronta, Qrrario, M3W Xy

WESTERCON 46

]ui;f I1-5

Red Lion Inn

Reilevue, ‘Washingron.

GoH: Grcg Bear; ArtGoH: George Barr;
FanGotls: F.M. & Elinor Bushy and Wally
Weber: Toastmaster: George Alec Effinger.
Wastercon 46, Box 24202, Searcle, WA,
93124 UUSA

MONTREAL SCIENCE
FICTION FESTIVAL
July 3 -4

Poinre-Claire Hoiida‘v Inn

Pointe-Claire, Québec,

Golbh Robin Cureis; MC: Larry Stewart;
FanCoH: Scoer Aldred.
P.O. Box 311, Station B, Monrréal, PQ,

H3B 3J7

CONVERSION 10

July 16 - 18

Marlborough Inn

Calgary, Alberra,

GOHS: L. SPfague and

Cacherine Crook de Camp.

Conversion 10, Box 1083, Stn. M, Calgary,
AB, T2P 2Ko

TORONTO TREK 7

July 23 - 25

Regal Constellation Horel

Toronto, Onrarto.

GoHs: George Takei, Marina Sirris; Au-
thor GoH: Barbara Hamblev.

Toronto Trek 7, Suite 0116, Box 187,65
Front Streer West, Torento, ON,

MsJ 1ES

WILFCON X

August 415

Wilfred Laurier University

Kitchener, Ontario.

Writer Gol: TBA;

Artist GoH: David Chum.

69 Donald Sereet, Unir &, Kirchener, ON,
N2B OGS

CONFRANCISCO
515t WORLD SF CONVENTION
September 2 - 6

Parc 55, ANA Hotels. Moskone Conven-
tion Center

San Francisco, California

GoHs: Larry Niven, Tom Digby, Alicia
Austin, Jan Howard Finder & Mark Twain
{dead GoH).
ConFrancisco, 712 Bancroft Rd #1993,
Walnut Creek, CA, 94053, USA

COMN*CEPT 93
crober 15 - 17
Moneréal, Québec.
P.C. Box 403
Station H, Monceéal, PQ, H3G 2LI

MAPLECON 14

QOcrober 22 - 24

Chimo Hortel

Otrawa, Onraric.

P.O. Box 20235, 360 Rideau Screer E,
Creawa, ON, KiN 9P+

1994

KEYCLONE ‘904

May 21 - 22

Travellodge East

Winnipeg, Manitoba.

GoH: Ben Bova; FanGoll: Dave Clement
Ke}rdone. P.0O. Box 3178, Winnipeg, M3,
R3C 4Eb6

CONADIAN

52nd WORLD SF CONVENTION
September 1 - §
Convention Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
GoH: Anne McCaffery: Ardist Goli:
George Barr; Fan GoH: Robert Runté.
Non-presupporting Actending Member-
ships: 365

Comadian, Box 2430, Winnipeg, MB,
Ri3C 4A7

1995

INTERSECTION

53rd WORLD SF CONVENTION
August 24 - 28

Scottish Exibition and

Conference Centre

Glasgow, Scotland.

Gols: Samuel R. Delaney, and

Gerry Anderson.

1.5, Address: Theresa Renner, Box 15430,

Washingron, DC, USA, 20003

UK. Address: Bemie Evans, 121 Cape
Hill, Smechwick, Warley, West Midlands,
Bso 45H
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IR HATE: ANIIVIATED DOCTRIN

J

TECHMNICOL

Like many good ideas before it po-
litical correctness has fallen inco the hands
of those wishing ro make policical hav and
has goﬂﬂ ‘-’b’i‘idi}' our Of‘ CCI‘;C;“O]. : }.1;;1: 'Gﬁf'.'
‘Doonsbury” Trudeau's take onche whole
subject -- satirical of course! T he follow-
ing is the salutation from a speech Trudeau
gave at Yale Unuversity's Class Day. May,

Igo1.

Dean Kagan, disringuished faculty,
parents, friends, graduacing senfors, Se-
crer Service agents, class agents, people af
class, people of colour, colourful peaple,
people of height, theverrically consrrained,
peopfe of harr, the dfffer&n:_;’ coifed, the
optically challenged, rhe cemporarily
sighted, the insightiul, che our of sight,
the cur.of-cowners, the Eurocenerses, rhe
Afrocentries, the Afrocencrics wich Eurail
passes, theeccentrically inclined, the sexu-
ally disinclined, people of sex. sexv people,
sexist pigs, animal companions, friends of
the earth, friends of che boss, the tempo-
rarily emploved, che differencly emploved,
che differently optioned. people with op-
tions, people with stock options, che
drvestitursses, che deconscruccioniscs, che
home conscructionises, the hAomebovs, the
homeless. che temporardy housed at home,
and, God save us. the permanenci- Aoused

ar Aome.

Butlet’s not forget those of thinning
and missing hair. the follicularl‘—' chal-

lenged....

Unf.ortunatel)'. the humorous excesses
of our P.C. world have a much darker flip
side that is not at all consistent with che
usual standards of reasonable society. This
behaviour, strange for these politically
correct times, is the telling of racist jokes
about Arabs and those of Arab extraction.
Peoplewho would not dream of offending
any other ethnic group often have no
hesitation about insulting Arabs. This
seems to be especially true in the ULS.A,
and especially since the Gulf War. Arabs
have been subjected to che kind of shock-
ingly racist humour, both jokes and cari-
catures, that racher shamefully characcer-
ized che depicrions of the [apanese during
WW I Late night ralk show hosts on
continent-wide TV have shamelessly
painted Arabs as fools and simplerons in
their opening monologues, but the worst

example isinanotherwise quite entertain-
ing film: Aladdin,

Disney seems to have regained the
knack of making the enreriaining ami-
mated features [remember from my child-
hood. and indeed Roocin Willlam's per-
formance as the genfe is quite memorable.
Unforcunately, che villains of the piece are
all Arabs drawn as outrageous and insulr-
ing caricatures. The Arabs are portrayed as
sneaky, uncrustworthy, liars who will stab
you in the back [often quite lirerally} at
the earliest opportunity. Maoreover, be-
fore per{orming each act of villainy, they
are shown to invariably say, “In Allah's
name!” or "Praise Allah!” -- both quite
unnecessarily offensive portzayals of Is-
lam. I don't think Christians would be
particuiariy chriiled if a motion picture
depicted the villain as crying, “In Jesus'
name!” as he slid the knife into someone's
back.

Keep in mind chat chis film is in-
tended primarily for childrenand families.
What has been the effect enyounger, more
impressionable children? One of the most
disturbing effects reporred by educazors
has been the ostracism of children of Arab
extraction by their classmares. When asked
why, the children told their teachers that
Arzbs were liars and uncrussworthy. and
that they didn't want them in their play
groups any more. [his horrifying out-
come of seeing Disney's Aladdin has been
reparted all over both the U.S.A and even
in Canada. Fortunately, Canada’s
mulricultural educational system should
manage to cure this }uveniie prejucﬂce
befaore too long. [ don't know if schools in
the U.S.A. are doing the same. Somehow,
I don'c think many of them would cry.

It appears that Aladdin is destined to
be an arrifact of its time {production was
started during Desert Shield) rather like
the original Fanrasia, which shows in one
scene 2 biond, Caucasian female cenraur
being tended by her maids -- tiny, bare-
breasted Negro centaurettes. The blond
female centaur was clothed, by the way.
Disney has replaced this scene in the
recent releases, the video version and the
remade version of Fanprasiz with 2 close
shot of the biond centaur, no zceendanrs
visible. Fine. Now, what the hell can they
do abour Aladdin?
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- The Question of Art

by Stephame Ann Johanson

About seven years ago [ was coerced
mto taking 2 print making zourse. There
were only seven people enrolled. so we got
a great deal of personal attention from an
excelient art reacher, Mitiam Thorton. |
started out with block prints, Towards che
end of the course I had progressed to
intaglio prines. Due to the love of intaglio
and aneedfora press 1o do chem, Fdecided
to take the course over, next term.

Upon my arrival next rerm, T was
greeted at the door by Mirtam: "You're
gomyg to illustrate a book!” This was even
before hello’. I couldn’t see how she could
knew. (I had been asked to illustrace a
children’s book by a writer who had seen
acoupls of my prings ar Dragon Space Art
Gallerv.; Whar 1 was scon o find out,
afrer staring blankly ac her, was that a
writer friend of Miriam's, Stanley Freiberg,
had seen some of my work. Miriam handed
mealmostaream of wvped paper ticled 7he
Hidden Ciry: 4 Poem OF Peru, T skimmed
the pages Stanley had marked as good illo
material.

SR

Afrer class Sraniey rold me about his
story and asked me ro do some roughs.
Next class [ had che roughs for him. He
liked them. [ was given che icb, the specs.
and a deadline. Panic ser in.

[ read the whole story. made notes
and small drawings, The subject was Incan
mythology. After calking ro Staniey [ was
of the opinion thar the book was well
researched.

A grear deal of the story revolves
around the ruins of Machu Picchu, [found
s0me photos of this area in my own
collection of books. My fivst full pageillo
was soon under way, at least three times
bigger than it needed o be. and ten times
more derailed. Staniey loved ir.

Now I was sruck; che other drawings
had to be of the same calibre. Next illo, a
goddess changes from a woman into a
macaw. [ had to search for a picture of a
macaw: the dictionary didn’t doic

Afver completion of the forth full

page illo, I did seme zalculacions: average

KEW

time per piece, amournt of time till dead-
line. [ wasn't going to make it. So I drafred
my sister Karen. This proved 1 steoke of
genius an my part. for Karensuggested we
go to the UVic library for reference mate-
rial. Three c{ays of ‘;ibrary’ research, draw-
ing in cubicles and not eating until the
library closed, and we were ahead of sched-
ule.

My faveuriteillo inthe bookisoneof
Karen's. It depicts an Incan god in the
shaPc ofa Panther spreading seeds over the
land after che grear deluge.

The Incan people believed that man
and animals came down from the stars.
Stanley writes of an Incan astronomer
who. towards the end of the Incan Empire.
believes thac the stars ace multiplying. For
this illo T dida background of stars. It ook
days.

[lustrating The Fhdden Croy wish
Karen's help was a wonderful experience
[ tearned abour Peru, the Incan way of life
and how to Pret'm'nk an art job before

startng,
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COME JOIN THE ADVENTURE...

SKYLARKING...

A BI-MONTHLY DIGEST OF STAR TREK &
SCIENCE FICTION STORIES AND ARTICLES

SKYLARKING DIGEST
6582 Gladstone Street
Vancouver, B.C. V5P 456
Canada )
(604) 322-0021

Skylarking would like confributions from amateur writers and artists who are interested in
ihis field. Based in Vancouver B.C., we receive submissions and have subscribers

throughout North America.
Skylarking... is looking forpo
science fiction book or movie review

YES! | WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SKYLARKING! Subscriptions are OAN.522.50 In Canada
Also, register me as o WRITER O and/or as an ARTIST Q. | AR SeE DTN VR
l 1).5.825.00 in the U.S.A.

| CAN.$28.00 other countries

ems, short stories, opinion columns, relevant artwork, and
sl WRITE NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION!!

Name:
| 1993

Mailing Address:
City:

Country: Posial/Zip Code:

Prov/State:

Phona:
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TTLE BIKINI

IBLEB

WHY IT LIVES ON

THE IMPOS

{{Lavra Ackins noc onlv retitses ro
say wiere she works, she won'T even put
Aer reaf name on fer badge anvmere, yy

Inmyfirst-ever fanzinearticle, " FHow
{ Lose My Convirgrnity,” I mentioned
those stalwart defenders of life. libercy,
and svelte figures, the Sociery for the
Prevention of Crueley to Spandex. A very
glib {and borrowed® phrase on my parc,
aiong withm}r own
invention of the
term “spherical al-
tens.”

More recent
chinking on my
part has led me to
believe chat [ have
an error in the
consistency of my
logic in chis re-
spect, so naturally,
being the brilliane
creaturel am.lam
irmediately mov-
ing to correct this
error not only on
my part, bur on
vours as well. If
being amemberof
the Right-Think-
ing People’s As-
soctation deesn't
Inerest you, you
may, of course,
stop reading at
once. [n fact, I'd
prefer you did,
since We Don'c
Need Your Kind
Round Here.

See, T think
Peop}e shouid be
able to wear whar
they want. includ-
ing an Impassible Battle Bikini {I recom-
mend Elmer's White Glue for this pur-
pose}, no matter whar their body weight
is. If you want o believe that vou're a fur-
clad barbarian for a few days, hey, there’s
no berrer place than a Con for it, though
I must admit I fail co undersrand why you
'”Cu!d use Eur if :,"Gu needfﬁd TO Wear a
bikini o stay cool.

Well. As it happens, I've been rhink-
ing abour this arricle for quire some time,
and int the interests of sciencific experi-

ens 1 decided + and creare 1 I mpos
ment, Ldecidad {0 crvand createan ;mp\jﬁ'
sible Barzle Bikini, And rhe first thing |

discovered abour the {BB is that araviey

penciI rests of yesteryear....

However, with assorted pieces of cord
and such, [ was able to create an [BRB rhar
Feould wear as long as T didn't bend over.
The next step. obvicusly, was ro acually
test-drive it at a3 Con just to see how
tolerant Cen-
goers are of
skimpy attire.
Norwescon was
coming up, so I
packed the BB
neatly inathim-
ble and took ir,
along with a
biack cape in
case of emer-
gency {such as
me needing to
pick something
up off the car-
pet).

Results: six
cases of whip-
lash, cne Polar-
oid photo, sev-
eral baffled but
entranced busi-
nessmen, as-
sorted glariag
women, sundry
smﬂing men. a
million
goosebumps,
NUIMerous Cam-
pliments and
one proposal of

. -
Co-Creanion or
sprogs. My
bodyguards
took ro walking
behind me so they could warch che jaws
drop from 2 berter vantage point, while I
coneentrated ferociously on walking ina
very uptight position indeed.

There isne moral to chis story. There
is barely even a point. Whar most of this
is is filler, since 1 delered my original
editorial rampage to fir the constraints of
available space.

Pardon me, I see some barbarians
topping the rise. Thank you and good
nighe,
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Captain Dwayne “Spunky” Spongester of the late space freighter Mudronerwas adamant. It didn't marcer that his spaceship
had just crashed into an uncharted planet, it didn't mateer thar he was srranded on said Pianet wich only two companicns {Princess
Mavis Octavia of the Royal Court of Crunchiebar and Arnold the Android}. it didn't matter that right now Kling Davar's henchmen
were quite probably closing in, and ir didn't matter chat his hair was mussed and he’'d lost his comb in the crash. No, what mattered
now was that there was no fornicating way that he was going to accompany Arnald the Andreid.

“T won't do it,” insisred Spongester. “No form'cating way.”

“It won't do aqy harm,” pleadeci Mavis. “In facr, it mighs be fun. I want to watch!”

“You're sick. T won't do it.”

"Please,” Mavis pouted. “Would you do it for me?”

“For you? I doubt it. I don't know anything about vou, except you're supposed to be leading me to your bank machine to pay
off your gambling debt to me. I know those things are supposed to be everywhere, but there's just never one around when you need
one. --Fornication, quit pouting! Oh, copulation, I'll do ic?”

He stopped pacing. and sat beside Arnold. "Sir,” said the android. “vou do nort have to de this, No one is forcing you. While
Twould like someone to join me, you do not have to. OF course, it is a lot more fun when more people are involved. Seill, if vou're
embarrassed....”

“Nao, I've done this before. Surprised, Mavis? [ guess you don't know much abour me either.”

“Sir, 1 did serve for a time as an entertainment unit on Vegass I1 Perhaps I should lead? I chink you'll feel more comfortable,
Jump in when you're ready.”

"Yeah, okay. [ am 2 little nervous. It's been 2 while.Y ou srart.”

“Very good, sir. Ahem.

Row row row your boar
Gently down the stream
Merrily merrily meerdly merrily
Life is bur a--"

"Arrgh!” shouted Spongster as he jumped up from the Android. “I can't do it! I just ean’t, I'm not ready--"

“Not ready for what?” asked the voice of the man coming aver the hill.

“Look!” cried Amnold. “It’s Admiral Runté!”

“Good 'Ehing I hit the emergency locator button just before we crashed last chapeer.”

“Sir. T read the last chapter and I don't recail you doing any such thing."

“Ssssht”

“Sir, we don't even have an emergency locator button. If you recall. you disconnected it to supply power to your lava lamp."

"Sssssssssshi”

“Well, Spongester,” said the Admiral, “what brings you here?”

“T could ask you che same thing. Admiral. When ! last saw you on the cover, you were trapped ona Planet of desperace wormen
with a secret, How did you get away?”

“Ic's a secrer.”

Mavis could stand it no longer. “Spongester, you know this man? He's responsible for the deaths of millions of
Crunchiebarians!”

“He is? How? Do you realize what you ate you saying? Spit it out! Can this be? Is it possible? Whar am I saying?”

Why is Spongester umwilling o sing?

How did che Admiral kill millions of beings?

Did che writer actually scop ar this point because he was too lazy ro think of 1 way our?
To be continued...
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