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Un!omoamce.:
an editorial,
Stmn Go gdﬂ

UP? THE
TUBE

I°m writing this on the ferry from
Vansouver to Viestoris, in the
backseat of an Auetin 1100 with
the typsewriter balancsd on my Imes
( 1t's an 014 Underwood, the
Percheron vie of the typewriters,
and {% weighs a ton ). Thsrefors,
forgive me ny grammer, spelling,
and 2lg0 my typos,

Welcome to the firs% SFAVzine,
the olfigial organ of the Soienas
Piotion Asscoiation of Viotoria,

It is a oollective effort of ths
elud ( although my opinion
yredominates this first issue wo
will, hopefully, have more
contributions next time, more
opinions, more pointg-of-v@d%, )
and should oontinne regularly,
&8 close to monthly as we oen
manegs .

Yes, at lagt we heve an
ugly, sheddy, mimeographed
fenzine, The olub has eome of
age.

First of all, I would liks
to thank all the sontrituters
and everyone who hes helped ma;
their neames are listed on the
contents page and they know who
they are,

Jext I'd like %o sey a

- Tew worda about ecisnoce fiction

1

Lilms, opinions, )

The o¥Ber night I was
watghing an 0ld movie { tha omly
worthwhile enterieipment on the
vidso ) and I was treated to
some disgusting preview ghots
of & rucous monsisr from oubey
spece ( He was onge am astromaui,
right? You maw thig one inm 1958, )
bleoding~<aa he melted--all ower
& nurse that he was strangling,

This pieoe of grade«g junk
( ealled THE INCREDIBLE MFLTIKG

MAN ) iz Just ome of tho
post-STAR WARS tacionce fiatiomn’
movies., The ?geienge fiction®
trend that hes given us such
sanduring piesea of oineme asg
STARSHIP IRVASIOES ( proving
oness &gein that Canada oan do it
ekahpar and worge ), LASIRBLASYT
( model enimetion at it's moss

cut-rate, ), and STAR CRASH
{ a spagetti-Weatern ir space).

e ere baing deluged in

garbage. Huago Gernsbdagk would

Solenocs Fiction Zilm has always, for the
most part, borme edout aa muoch resemblence
0 writien SF es & flashlight does to &
laser, As Georgs Zebrowski pointa out in
his excellsnt 'Solence Fiotion And The
Vigual Media' { in SCIENCE FICTIOF TODAY
AND TOMORROW ), "Written SF tries to be
logicel, abstrast, and sofentifically
beilevable; while SF L£ilm 1a esscoiative,
idrature, sclientifically inacourats and
irrvational."™ The place for written SP
is in the head, the appeal of f£{lm is

to the emoiions, -

SF £1lm, in the 70s, is more
ghettoizsd than written SPF ever wss.
Obssrve, for sxample, the gredual
ghettoization of SP'S moat well-imown
father~figare, H, G. Wells, Poor
Welis, the sdlucuted and gonserned
aritic of society end techmology has
been turned into & monster-movie
parquee namc--mioh &g Edger Allen
Poe's namo was tradod om in the 60s
by Roger Corzan and h1s quiockes horrop
flioks, The best an) most honest :
Wells sdaptions were 71lmed in the -

208, Hes prescence svn be felt

{ 88 saript writer ) in THINGS TO COME
and algo { in spirit ) THT MAX WHO COULD
WORK MIRACIES. EHowever, as both ware
British films { and Brilain seems to
have gotten in the hadbis; of regerding
SF o a degenerets genre ), perhaps e
iock et Hollywood adaptiona i3 nore
valid, Certeinly THE INTISIBLE MARK
aad T ISLAND OF DR. MOI'RAU are

nore Hollywood gothic ( & le FRANKENSTFEIN
and DRACULA | thaa SF, Siill) they
repain faizly ciose to the originsl .
neterial and somewhat Well:tian, In
the 508, howerer, Hollywood twurmed

to k¢ ost xenophobie (preiwdiced
against alisns) of Well's novola,
Corgainly THR WAR OF THY WORLYS wag &
reievent film for a world poised om the
brink of nuslsar destrustion, wmt it

is alse & ‘wruster' movis, By the 60s,

- Well's THE TIKE MACHINE {f{lmed, like

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS, by the molerately
competont Goorge Pal) hsd been lestroyed,

1t's humsn, social thome changs. into
you anoiher ban-tha-bomb aetion tirilier
with radicagiive matent monsters. Now,
in the laie %0z, EMPIRE OF THE ANT,
THE FOCD OF 785 GODS, and the new
ISLAED OF DR. MORTAU have been shook-
theatrs Junk, drewing their inspireijon
nore Ifrom grede~7 horror films then
from Wolls,
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The gradusl decline of Wells in the
cirnema mirrcrg, in some waye, the
SP film experienca, Examine tho
two major £ilms of 1977, STAR WARS
and CLOSE INCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD
KXIND, Both are adsolutsly
outstanding for their aonievements
in special effeats,...,film technology
is proceeding at en incredibly rapid
yace, But..., '

Let me point out, first, that
I loved STAR WARS. I also loved
THT THREE MUSKETEERS, They ware
both good adventure films, and
STAR WARS ie mush bettar space
opera than, for example, Jaak
Williamgon's THE LEGIOR OF SPACE,
However, there is not as mich
innovation, either &a SF or as
f1lm, in STAR WARS sg there is
in Luous® own THX 1138. 4nd there
is more thought--ag opposed to
vigsgerel aoction=--in either THIS
ISLAND EARTH or FORBIDDEN PLARET,
both alsc Space Opers,

It°s legal to go inte &
theatre, wateh a picture, and no%
think, I Just wouldn'{ =want %o
do it all the time,

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THZ
THIRD KIND also sporta specétoniar
special effeots. Howover, azide
from techniecal flaws like the
mothership chenging scaln ¢oasteaitly

in relationship to Tevil®s Tower

and making it's initicl aeppsarancs
moving up, from the earth, imstead
of down, there are too nany unansvered
gquegtiong. Whet does a line like,
"Einstein wars right."” mean? {4 does
not exylein wiy peopls frem d4ifferent
eges have not gotien older iz relation
$0 eaok other. {Cyrogenic cuspsnsion
perheps? An immortality drug?) The
2ilm is frustrating, leaving toc much
mystericuse--overvhelning visually bui
not making the audimnce Wiink,

At leazt, unlike Klattu and Gore
in THE DAY THE EARTH STO0H 8TILL, the
aliens ere not fascistis. 36ill, for

" a gkar~travslling oivilisaﬁio; ﬁhay

do seem suriously AmddASioioekJarss
ineffiolent., The pecplae, inr whoge
brains they heavs. implanted their
contact meggage, are Zimest exgluslviy
turnsd away by the U.3, militars,

It ia inoconcisvable, %c me, twhai $he
oivilization capable of tha? gorgsous
mothership could %e ousamarted by lue

United Stetes military,
Hrooumnim
Harlen Ellison has azlled
the film a, *19508 SF film."
I sgres, but I do think it 1a
the Dest 19608 SF film ever
made, ( It doesn't have John
Agar in it, )
Both filns were good, but
they weren’t sverything that
good SF oan be. In faot, they
were vory little of it., with
the technioel angle under it's
belt, Hollywood should be able
to produce the kind of SF that has
been written for yeers, solid,
cutertaining material that makes
an audiance think and is meaningla
to them.
But we may not see tiat kina
of 2ilm very soomn, beoause most
9f the post-STAR WARS film is
Pre~1961, and more of it is a
deliberaie steal, Comsider Jack
Vobb's appallingly awful PROJECT
U.P.0, { or Dragnet Is Inwmded By
The Seucermon ). Webb, who is
formula~written televison at ittes
worst, seems to have a kmack for
finding aotors who are no better
than himself--I guess it makes him
look good, A ripeoff of CLOSE
COUNTERS, the ghow 18 so pudding.
?ea?sa gﬁi{ ét iatalmoat unwatchab:
nico omat to enjeot exoit:
commercitles into, =
i /nd now, el a prige of seven
millicn dollars, ABC is launching
GRLACTICA, or BATTLESTAR, or
BATTLESTARY GALACTICA, or EARTH ST
or something that should simply be
1%led WE RIP«OFF STAR WARS,
Tslevision 18 @ constant state of
deja vu, From the producers,
"¥6'1l1l be doing storiez that
arg familiar to people, Jjust a whol
difierant context; 1ike Wetve got 4
Pearl Harbor attask for openers, th
teke off like WAGON TRAIN and from
there on 1t's Cowdboys end Indlians w
them constantly being pursued "
More proof thet any competent
gardea~slug ocould progrem televisig
worce intelligently than the people
wno run it now., Sura, I like seein
things explode too, but why does 7TV
and Filmed SF heve to be such Junk®
Is it beoause the people who
meks 1% can't think? Or bsocauss th
axn't want us to thiak?
I have to admit, I cen't upder
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AFTERMATH e s s s see (?)

Time ticks away th lonely hours
- that I spend in my hardened shell,
"What good am I?" I ask myself
as I heng myself out to dry.

The sun beats hot and dries my skin,
It eracks and I emerge reborn;
& new person,
gut of the coccoon that imprisoned me
and my story,
My buOfJ of timeless deeds of bygone days,
/hen the radiation levelb rose to their

L}Guk
and then subsided.csessi s v

— & Be Harjer

HOW CAN I WiZEP IN THE DARK

How can I weep in the dark, my love,

When the stars shine down on me? b
How can I weep in the dark, my love,

When the wind sings in the tree?

How can I weep in the darkymy love,

When the stream laughs oter to me?

How can I weep in the dark, my love,

When the world is whispering to me

0f the hope there is in the world, my love,
For me, oh yes for me, :

The hope of finding somewhere, my love,
Someone just true to me,

For if I can't weep in the dark, my love,
How much can I have loved thee?

-Anne Cave

I swam fields

Of elinging, drowning rain;
I walked oceans

Of stinging sand.
All'was dark,

My eyes were gone,

My ears were gone,

No sounds were ne&ar.
No feeling, no sound,
no sight, no smell,

I had no heart

To beet within,

I had no blood =
to course through me.

I did not 1live

.
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FARMING THZ HIGH FRONTIER
{(Part One)
By K. Coxdingley

The conoept of & ‘gpace
golony,? an orbiting biosphere
for meny thousandas of people,
is beooming closer Lo rsalltly
every dey. Estimates of when
the firgt cololes sen be
established vary ceonsiderably,
with Gerard OtNsill ( the main
forae dehind the congept )
feeling that one will be
construoted in hia 1ife time
and with NASA taking a less
optimistic but, prodadbly, a
more reelistic view, These
proposed colonies will have &
variaty of funotions with their
major purposs being the
conatruetion of solar power
stations and supplying this
powaer to earth by misrowave,

The technology for these
oolonies is being developed
rapidly and several books on
space colonization are presently
in print, Two exoellent books,
both now in peperdamok, explain
in detail the how, what, where,
and why of space golomization.
These are Gersrd (O!'Neillts THE
HIGH FRONTIER and T. 4o
Heppenheimer's COLONIZS IR
SPACLs Both books, and
espeoclally 0°'FNeill's, paint a
very rosy ploture of life on
(in?) & gpace golony. I
feel personelly, thet initially
at any rats, ths oolcnies would
heve & more austere, almost
oonsTyuotior camp eir about thom.

It is slear thet dus to ths
high price of transporting
materials from sarth to the oclonias
( and the locetion of the colonias
ie gtill being hotly debated ) that
they must be essentially self-
supporting, especially in regards
to food supyly. However, after
making this point, neither book
confronts thls question well, and
OtHaill i8 espenislly uncozneerned,
He mertisns tha *green revolubtion?
and the tremendous advanses in .
agriculture, One gets the fooling
tkat he believes ( with Heppsnbelimer
to & leceger extent ) that plant
productior car meet virtually eny
demand mede of it., In fact, most

s amt e mm mandine thasa aimnla

explonations of how produstion gan
e tripicéd or guadrupled must wonder
vy we 8%ill heve a hurger problem
here on sarth, As muéh &s our
politios, sconomios, and social
customs prevent the discoveries of
ths 7groen revelution? from being
uiilized to their fuilest extent,
0'Neill and Heppenheimer are still
guilty of simplifying the problem,

A2 0fNeill is a physioist and
Heppenheimer is an aserospace
enginesr, it is understandable that
naitker oould be expected to havse
an exhaustive knowledge of agrioulture
The fact remjans that some of their
statsments are not only naive ut
plainly wrong. Some of this
origirates, I suspeot, from the
cormecn misconsception emong physicists,
that biological systems obey laws
ag ohrlously and odligingly as
physignl systems, But there is
a me2rgin of the uynpredistable in
every blologloal system that mekes
infalible human predistion impossible,
LAgriouliurs in space colonies will
ot te simple or easy, and it will
not yield answers right sway,

One of the firet problems
arising with the 0'Neill Colony farms
is that 1t is agsumed that virsually
all erops will be grown hydroponioally
{ Although O'Neill is not terribly
¢leazr on this point. ) Meny oropa,
for axexple--~tometoes have been grown
aucaeasfully on carth, However, there
is &lreat alweys some sort of soil
medivm used, either sand or wood
shevings for support of the plents.
Hoever, besldes the less tasty quality
of plants ralsed by this method of
Zerning, there are also many erops
whieh camnot be grown this way, among
them all root erops. Certainly the
growirg of large tieids of grain by
this rethod 1s an infsnt selence--
necessitating the developmont of
redically ditferent harvesting
equivment then what is presently in
axigtances, Othor problems involved
in hydroponies include those of
nitrogen £ixing crops suoch as soybeans
which require 2 s0il bacteria to exist
in gymbionis with them,

However, the most insurmountable
prodlem with hydroponies, and indesd
with auvy intenaa arabnine ev=tam 1a



£inding the reguired nutrientg
necegsary for plant growth,
O'Neill suggeste thet thig
will be 2 simple matter and -
desorikes a Yechnigue for ‘
produping nitrogene-ignoring
pbhosphorus, potassium, and many
necesaary trace elemenis,
These, we are told, will be
mined in gpage (from either

the moon or the astroid bels).
Amg phosphorus remains rare
sven on the sarth some possidble
prodlems with this sahems gan
bs envigsaged,

The second major problem
aree will be assocliated with
radiation and propsr radjation
gshielding, O'Neill olaims that
"plents &are relatively
insencitive %o rediation, eo
thers appeavrs 40 be no nceed
to provide egriculiure areas
with radiation protection,”

With eil due respact to their
"relative insensitivity®, plants
have evolved on earth whars they
here been very wall shiclded
Lrom gosmic .ray activity and solap
flsres, and there hag been no
reason for them to develop any
resistance to radiations High
redletion levels for lorg time
periods may not xill plants or
even xeduce produetivity, but
thoe mers physiocal astion of
partioles pegsing through plant
chremosones will cgeriainly esuse
mutation rates mueh higher than
thoge on our planet.
used in egricultuare have nany '
tines more chromosomes then humens,
meking lethal mutationg very likely,
Radleticn shi¢lding, tiasrafows,
is more likely to be a psrmanent
feature then 0'Feill admits [ Though
he does give a small nod of the heed
to the problem, "Iu early days,
though, before we have sufflcient
experienase, it may de wise to grow
our geed-orops within the gpaae
Bolony‘s living-habitat where full
protection from cosmis reys end
solar flarsz will be provided.).

Ancther ares where pioblems
mey well arise 4s overlooked by
beth Heppinheimer end OtJeill, snd
ons must wonder at their aaivity,
In diseusging the problem of
benefiocial beeteriz aud the spraald
of disease in ths agrisculture pods,
0'Neill gays, "Pesging 81l westen

Plaat speeies

through 4 hi{gh-temperature NOlay
furnage, whiodh will ooat nothing
practionlly, will ensure that ..
overything snfiering the agrigultural
arece im nterile." In the event of
a disense oeouring within a pod the
sams technigue will be used, and then
"appropriate bacteria oan be
rointreduoed.® Many bhacteria are
essaential for plant growth, primerily
the speciss involved in the nitrogen
fixation in legumes, A number of
gspeoiss of legumes will have to be
&T0Wn On 8 8page ¢Olony end the
baoteria are absoluiely essential

te their survival, Verious other
"banefieial' bzoteria, ineluding-
sre¢ies found in humsn and animal
digestive trascts would bs included.

Thnegs bacteria are "bensficiasl?
on earth baguase competition from
thousands of other baoterie) species
as resvited in them finding this
"niten,'~-and thers are more mysteries
in a few grams of soil tham in all
the probloms of space golony conotruct:
Mutations ogour fairly reguleriy in
bagtsrial populations-~but these
mateticns, meny of whioh would not
aurvive on earth due to the pressure
of compevition, will flourish in the
aimpifiol enrironment of the sclony.
Degtroying and re-seeding' the
agricultorel. mediums of the pods may
hecomo & and sxpensive
proggedore ( and in spacs it is
economiosy, not starvation, that
olininates a population, They go
neEw .} o _

i an, quite conclounsly, poirting
ot potential problems without giving
many engwers. ( The angwera will de
the »esult of much 4Aiffioult
reazeareh,) But tte prodlems of
1ife in a mpace eolony ( of whioh
greating a whole, man~-made eso-sysiem
45 surely She most challanging ) must
B2 gonfronied now and not treated as
foasily solvable', then tebled for
feture disoussion. If the 1-5 dociety
ead the other individnals working towa:
the colonization of aspaoce are to suscet
and are %o be takep seriously by a
8keptloal lay public, then they must he
answers., They must remember that thou;
the eln iz $0 construct a sivilisation
for mankind in gpece, consgtruetion wil:
repain an academic question i the
problem of how 3o foed the eoloniate i
not zolved Lirst,

PART TW0: WHAT®*S FOR DINEER TONIGHT?

or
PIGS. IR SPACE
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF i

THE FOURTH KIND!
by: David Thomson

Boy, do I have a story for youl
It started on a Sunday afterncon
and at the end, everybody was
tied up. You see, I went Lo this
meeting somewhere in 03k Bay;
well, actually T was taken there
by someone else, who said it
would be a social gathering (Irtve
had my shots!; distemper, hoof &
mouth, ete.), so why. not? When
ve arrived, evervthing looked
normal on the outside, so I wasn't
worried (much). o '

Once inside, your shoes are forces
fully removed from your person.’ (no
one takes my shoes!), which are
then guarded by a ferccious, man-
eating killer, -who will ‘remove
your feet fram your ankles:1f you
attempt to collect your ghoes be-
fore the allotted time. '

Now you meet the people vou‘ve

heard so0 much about. They look

* normal enough on the gurface, so I
“guess 1t's alright. The meeting
commences and as time slips away,

yYou wonder what you've gotten your-
self into (help! I'm surrounded by
nutst), but as still (hic.) {pardon
me) more time slips by, you find
yourself becoming one of them, and
just when your sanity is in question,
refreshments are served; the food I
can't eat as cavitieshave a new con-
tract out on me, but liguid refreshments
are welcome (four lumps -for me, and
plenty of ecream) and are downed with
gusto - plus a Rolaids Chaser.

By now, we are sitting around discuss-
ing whatever enters our little heads

and conversation is something else en-
tirely than what's normal. Eventually,
(and expected) out come :the ropes {or
one rope and a bit of string) and then
everyorie's all tied up and while two

are roped Iinto this scene, the remainder
of us sit back and laugh. Ever try
drinking tea while you're lzughingz (or
fer that matter, while you're stepplng
through a piece of string?). Aavhow,
one thing led to another,; and I wound up
sayling 'yes' to a. bunch of questions,
and before I knew it, I'm 2 member (how'd
dat happenz. ' '

It sounds interesting, and my .
mouth has said things all by it
self, before my brain knew what

was going on, As I said, I'm in,

-and how bad can things get, I

=8k you?

-eong'?ccc_aooeeaoaateoc-a-o-’toom

Q¥ E?fﬁll@ Fitz~Gerald married

v parth vader, what would her
new name be?

A. Ella vader.
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© METRIC TXIME
- contributed bys

T .. Zeno Woloszczak
e THes o .‘ .
Dogb@lesg you -will have read in
thg.ﬂhti%ggl,?ggss,‘that from
mignight’on the 3rd of January,
1979, the whole of Canada, ex~
cept 'Qttawa, will be converted

to metric time. :

From that date, there will be 10
seconds to the minute, 10 minutes
te the hour, 10 hours to the day,
and so on, delineated acecording
to the following table: ‘

-

OLD TIME NEW TIME

1 second -~ 1 milliday:

1 minute - 1 ecentiday

1 heour ~ 1 deciday (or
millimonth)}

1 day - 1 day"

1 week . = 1 hectoday

1 year - 1 kileday

Obviously, from the Board's stand-
point, due to the fact that one
hour (deciday) represents 5/12ths
of an old one, staff might be
expected to work longer hours,
viz 3% decidays or millimonths
per day. However, as this is ine
convenient for administratien

and payroll purposes, it is in-
tended that the luncheon break
wlll be shortened by 1/3 of a new
hour, thus making a total daily
werking time of 4 new hours.

It is not expectad at this time
that compensatory uplift will be



s W
will be made at the end of 8
day, eveary i-4 decamonths. Cvertime
meai vouchers will be isst=d o nona
managament hectodalily roll omnlovang
for the time worked in excess of 5/6ths
of a deciday, provided zpproval from
the management has been obtained
beforehand. The Pension Scheme will
not be affected, but superkilodayu-
atlon will ke adiusted accordlngly.

A further hulletin will be issued

closer to Deciday, but if these zrrange-

ments present dlfficulties, or if you
have any querieg, please do not heg-
ftate to contact your immediate super-
visora .

Leave

Leave will be affacted only so far as
the change to metric time 13 con=-
cerned and no one shall be worse off
than previously. Thus, if an em~-
ployee was entitled tec 22 days {cld
time) he will be entitled o 220 deciw
days or one hecteday rlus 20 deci-
days for every hsctceday over and ahove
20 kilodays service since tha 10th
deciday of the 3rd hectodas of 19%54.
Dominlon Day will accordingly ke ree
duced to 5 decidays {six souith of the
49th parallel) but 10 demidecidays
wlll be added where relevant to the
Christmas break which will e movad
after 27 hectodays to Labour Day to
take advantage of the longer shopping
declidays. Labour Day is cancellad.
The tazrm "a month of Sundays™ ig not
to bhe used on official documents. The
correct term will be Ya hectoday of
decidays®.

Your immediate supervisor has heon
allotted 3 centidays ver capital uo
clarify any. points wh;ch may aris
priov to Decidavy.

0’$$060090m000008330‘0@0330’:00&%Q%‘OG_C

ALIEN RACES IN ANDRE NdRTON‘S FICTION

complled by: David Thomson

Salariki Warrior

(PLAGUE SHIP)

Height - 2 moters

Colour -« sgkin is ¢grey, eide of
arms and leds 1s tawny yel}cw, blue-
grey or whilte,.

Hair -~ thick along bbckbone

Specles - Feline

Dress = 1loin ¢loths, brightly
dved. Wide shashes forming corseletts

ab0ut the waist.

cmm Tk bt LeTAm Ly ke ehovilSare

Brightly dyad elosks

Pzracnal Weapons - Claw knife &

net.
Ranger, First Galactic Empire
fodman ROSA A D) .
[0 Y ART “LF"P”)
Helght - 2% meterq
Colour - Grey
Hailr - Hairless; scaly bod

It has four digits on both hand
and feet.

Species - Zacathan (reptilian

Dresgs - Grey tunic & pants,
no boots or headgear.

Personal Weapons -~ Blaster or
Disruptor.

Soldier, Rigillian Confederation
{SARGASSO OF SPACE)
Height - 2% meters

Colour -~ Pale blue

Hair «~ kalrless, faintly
scaled

Species - Za¢athan

Dres Coarse, dark brown
tuniﬁ and pants. Black knee

boots Scouts wear communicati
helmets.
Limbian Native (FPorerunner)

{SARGASSO OF SPACE)}

Height - 3/4 toc 1 meter

Colour - ‘Greyish

it's body consists of two glches
one half as large as the other.
TW0 pairs of very thin, fourw
jointed limbs (highly flexible)
protrude from the upper globe -
one palr which separates at the
gecend joint into limber ten~
tacles that end in a cluster of
hair fine appendeges. No featur
hedy semi-transparent.

Spacies = Xotee

Dress -« None

Personzl Weapon « Stones,

¢uild Raider

{THE ZERO STONE)

Ecight =~ 1 1/3 meters

Colour - Pale red

Hair - Hairless ‘
Tt's head rests directly on the
shoulders with no neck. Tall,
Fzathery appendages are located
on either side of the heat. Fou
uppar limbs are hung at it's sid
they are highly flexiblie.

Species - XaTee

Nress ~ Coveralls, space boot

Fargonal UHeapon « Blaster,
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Arvuorizn Navivae {Nor
{THE BEAST MASTER & Ci THLNL 3B
Helght ~ 2 153 mn=

Redliah vel .
Bsld
'nch

Colour “ar
Hair <
ha 1x

navn

curvc back over tue headg

Spacies « Humanold
Press w Heavy loather corzellet:

{

from armpit tnvarotch, split ¢
allow leg movemenl « heavy leg-
gings {thigh}
Parsonal Weapon .- Bow, arcows,
. kiife,

lenyg

Warsiowr, ¥Xik um;ire

{THE BEAST MAS qu .
Helght «~ 2 mete _
Colour  « Pale green

Haiz « Cearse; bleachad, curlad
_ rettalls % shiculder
Species -« Humaneid - .
Dress « Flat bmack tunic 2 harte,
mat black boots

,nrv; ce Terug .
-&da%mro

Pergonzl Waspln

PR N
niYTer )

n

I1 T.“T': AL)DL‘.;. J\Jln {

{THF, ZERO STONE)
Helght - 2 j/B reters

Coiouy w Pa yellaw

Hair « Br 1sr1y in Sti

ateh on head ¢ In

dowmn the oubeslde ofga el

wrishb and ankisg. . There
round, shagay pattﬁﬂs Aown
middlz. K '

ITt*s mands & Fout g il
feat ending in 'u“ Eyves ascs
dasap sttt undayr b intsy
noge iz & Flesh oTe]

S"J
R

v

o

a

I

3=

s

iy

at the roob, whi
&£

)

Lol

s

:v "l - L
two D“D”ldu.u angse. jc taﬁ ne
thin, flesh ir gitled in louse
CLlaps sweeping stralght Laek Ferom
the lower testh te joln Lthe thromi,
arms and legs. It f3 thin and kerrael
shapad, . '

Specie = Humanold

Drass = Sklrt or kilt arcund
thorng cireies the cack on "b
strung Lump oF dvil graen &
nating red gylindare.

Personal Weapon - Cluk,.
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Tl LITTTRR 0¥ THE RONTH
Lo rivbtad Trem Selince Niganst
1 votae 'uo' on mebtries. The pubii

<
asked for ij

wWis not c’ apinion on
this subject,. Besides, cur measure

ment svystem ig ﬁatraditlonally
Avrerican a8 southern fried chicken,
Gur farmers depend on ‘gallons‘ of

norbicides per 'acret', how many
finchest' to set their plows, and ho

many 'uushels' are harvested from
gach anpe They Teed America, and

a large psrﬁen :age of the world, ou
this orogram. Can any of the metri

.

naticng do thisg?

If we truly do change over to
metrics now, wet'll have our money
2ystam ohanged into rubles nextt.

I Ehiﬂ. itTs very un-American and
altogether political. I wigh thers
were toms way that the public could

heard offectivelv,

Mrs. Hzreld Dun
Hayden, Al.
I .\-Agj"l :.luF'T.’\'fLE"‘BR \LN'*‘..:fIl\“( I

ACTION, WE'LL BE DFAD OF IGUORANS
Y LOMG TIME BEFORE WE'RE DEAD OF
METRICS. Sgh.

PUBLEeRnURGCOR0TLACIVRERAQUIOBCBONES



DRACULA: A,D.
19250 A.D, ¢

2116 or
A.Do 2116

The book is THE SPACE VAMPIRES by Coiin
Wilson. It ls supposed to be sclance
£iction.

It isnt*t,

Let me hasten to observe, there ars
spaceships, there are astronauts, and

the story is sSuUpposed Lo occur Eoma-

‘time after 2116 A.D:  However, space-
ships ~ even szpaceships filled wiih
intersteller vampires; €an*t tske what

1t essentlially a2 19508 -peeudo-Lavecraftian
horror story and magically converL it into
SF.

Colin Wilson isn't a completaly incom=
petent writer, But’ his reasons for .
setting this novel in. thé future are in-
comprehens:ble,.,because%the ngvel fakes
place in a world that ig ‘practlcally ine
distinguishable from our cwn. How sC?
Well, for example, there dossn't seem to
be an energy problem, or an overpeopulation
problew,; and nchody menticns why. Cities
and lifestyles do not 'seem to have changed
at all « or if they have, 'Wilson doean'+t
think it's important to mention 1t,
England 3till has a prime minister:(also,
surprigingly, it isn't bankrupt and has

a spaces programil. From a tomment thot
ene of the characters'makés, Wa qEn Cone
clude that the Kinseyv Report is stllil ths
most obtstanding research ever done on

the problem of huaman éexuaiityu' And people
even read newspapecs! '’ The real ‘thing, not
printouts from their: home camvu_er data~
centers.

In short, Wilson’s posSt=2116 world is
about as futuristic &s next Friday,
Which might have been beacable iy there
had been much of a resson for the Su ce
Vamplres ko be lcose in o futuristlic world,
even an unconvincing one. Unfortunztely,
since Wilson spends most of his time proving
that ordinary human beings can be vaapires
{through the timz<honcred rechnidus of
the boring dissertation by the ecceniric
.seientist), there is ro reason whatzroever
for this ko be a futvsistiz storv.

In the final analysis, THE SPALE VAPIRES
is just =2 fairly inte:estinu Cihwlhu mythos
story, with liberal doses of esgterie
theorizing ... bmcu that was obwiocuszly
well researched but that has, perhaps; »
bit too much infermaticn on historichl

_to read the book, but

vamplres (e.g., Cour Magnus)
and criminology. In fact, it
has all the faults of most
post-Lovecraft mythos stories,
Instead of simply using the
mythos as a background decive:
to create a horror story that
would actually frighten the
treader, writers (from August
Dereleth on) have wasted most
of their snergy trying to blur
the distinction between fiction
and reality, mixing up the '
NECRONOMICON with THE GOLDEN
BOUGH, and trying to make the
reader believe that the story

“aetuyally happened. -

A1 incredibly stupid idea, bew-
cause the readers knew the
storles never happened, they
just waitted a good, honest
{right.

Wilson is no excepticn, though
his fake 'facts' are a little
mors interesting than most; his
novel still remalns gquasl-
fagtion, a legtuwre that adds
more foot-notes toe the Cthulhuy
tult. The background 1s
interesting, but once one’s
inteliect has done with the
book, there's nothing left for
the emetions. Igts dull,

A fazte worse than death,in a
norcor story.

And, worst of all, Wilson re-
solvas his story with the most
iroary, <¢liche, deus ex machina
of them all. (John Agar was
foiled by it in THE BRAIN FPROM
PLANET AROUS). I won't reveal
it, in deference to those
Wilson fans who still may want
1tty =
chasp~ghot aﬁding, destroying
any integrety the story had by
chesting the chasracters of the
chence to bring events o 3
Eﬁuim, ctory conclusioq Lheme

e e s

n1 asgaagnaall

And now, having driven the stak
through 1t*s allen heart; havin

severed it's head and stuffed

gaylis cloves in it's mouth,

b tim i @ T L3 Almm PO e mdaent



and burned it to the ground, there re-
mains one last task of duty. We must
scatter THE SPACE VAMPIRES' ashes in
the purifying sunlight.

Examine, if you will, some of Wilson's
writing, from a section near the end
of the book, and see just how pigeon~
headed a writer can be., The vanpire
leader, subdued and hypnotized, is in~
terrogated by tha haros,

One of his ecaptors asks:

“What is vour name?™
"¥ou could eall me Gfroon."

later:

"Heseltine asked, FHow dald you
become vampiraszv
“"That 13 a long story.m™

and

Which he tells, of course, t turnsg
out that these beings, the Niothe
Korghal, were trapped in arbit around

a blaek hole, long ago in thelr travalas
across the galaxy. The vampire leader
explains:

"And then, after more than a thousand
years, the black hole disappearad.
It fell (27) out of space and we
were free,%

And they'd been turned into vampires.

To sum up, Colin Wilson shculd go have

a talk to Sir Fred Hoyle about black
holes or give up Wrlting Sclience Piction,
Only the producers of QUARK could gsalvage
anything useable from THE SPACE VAMPIRES.

€COTCIPIBONEOOUDIVGOOLBCTIABUCC S U IOG

A MAGIC PAINTING BRIGHT

THE MALACIA TAPESTRY: . Brian Aldiss
Triad Panther: ISBN O 586 04497 3

"People appreclate merit only on a pre-
tentious scale. Write a history of the
universe and it will be ;applaudad how-
ever steeped in errors factual or
grammatical; yet paint a *iny perfect
landscape on your thumb and ncbody will
cheer " ‘ :

S0 says master glass-engraver Gievanni
Bledlore in Brian Aldiss! new novel,

THE MALACIA TAPESTRY. He i8 probably
right, certainly fans of‘the Lensman
series and other cosmic¢ blast-em-ups
will be baffled by Aldiss' painstakingly

detailed, neomedlevalist world
(that seems to have been inspired
frem diverse paintings),and by his
dellberate achronism, His werld
1s textured, filled with "the
flavours of fresh-cut timber, spice
cooking, gutters, and the incense
from the leocal wizard." with it*'s
parades of ‘'ancestrals' (muzzled
and saddles dinosaurs), it's
filthy streets, and 1t's actors,
wizards, and prlests, Malacia is
both a savage and a beautiful city.

Doubtlessly, some will object be-
cause Aldiss' world does not quite
make zense logically. Are the
characters really descended from
dincsaurs, not apes? And, if so,
why are their actions and their
history so similar to ours? Surely
an Ottoman empire could never arise
in a world where civilization began
nillliens of years before that of
our own? And what would be the
effect on a culture of a million
years of previous history? How,
after all, did the dinosaurs manage
to survive?

The answer is, simply, that Aldiss
dees not care. The details of the
world's creation are not necessary
because the world is there, it's
feelings and sounds painted on
every page with great flourish,
And tha canvas, while not strictly
logical or realistic, brings
fantasy and reality together to
illuminate art and 1lift and
scrutizine the relationship between
the two.

Tt is Aldisa!

Finally, a word about the American
edition published by Ace Books.
The cover (typically artless Iin a
Yook about art!) depicts a Bert I.
Gorden flash-eating dinosaur with
a mouthful of uneven teeth, about
te rake a mouthful of two humans
in a very hokey stance, It 1lle
ustrates a key point in the book
with nowvhere near the artistry that
Aldiss can manage ia prose. I
auotes '

"Working in a whirl of darkness, I
could hardly see what I did. I
leaped back as the creature gave a
convulgive thresh. Above me was
the head. The eyas saw ne, It
could have been a trick of night
and shadow that they seemed full

best novel so far.
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of benign wisdom, pity - no savagery
there at all, just as someone once said
it would bhe.® )

Yet more proof that book packagers
{especlally American ones) could be
out thought by mosat moderately intelw-
ligent trilobites. :

COPGECDORIGECICEAGOBIVBIRCTUOCEQOOQOED

CELL LIVES -

THE LIVES OF A CELL: NOTES OF A
BIOLOGY WATCHER: Lewis.Thomas:
Bantam Books; 1974 --1978

Lewls Thomas Is president.of the Memorial

Sloan=Ketterling Cancer Centre in New
York. His boek, THE LIVES oF A CELL,

'is plainly one of the bast collectlons

of essays ever written (it won the
National Book Award) and 1t is specu-

lative thought -« well ‘graunded in selence,

in the tradition of Carl Jagan. The
title comes from Thomss® observalion
that the world, in many respects, bee
haves as {f it were & single living
cell.

To let Thomas' nea:-perfgct prose snesk
for itself, (from a sectlon of the ook
on socletiss - bokh *nsecL and human).
"And now, at last, *h :y (ants) have be-
come an Art Form. A gallery in New
York exhibited a collection of twe
million live army ants, on loan from
Central America, in a one~colony show
entltled "Patterns and Structures®.

They were displayed on sand in a huge
square bin, walled by plastic sides high
enough to prevent them from crawling
over and out into Manhatten. The Llnven-
tor of the work arranged and rearranged

the location of food sources in different

places, according to his inspiration

and their taste, and they formed them,
selves inta long, black; ropy patterns
extended like writhing limbs, hands,
fingers, across the sand in erescents,
crisserosses; and long ellipses, from
one station to another, Thus dis.
played, they were watched with intensity
by the crowds of winter-carapaced people
who lined up in neat rows to gaze down
at them. The ants were, together with
tha New Yorkers, an abstractlon, a ltive
mobile, an action palnting, a plece of
found art, a happening, a parody, dep~
ending on the light.”

"I can imagins the people moving
around the edges of the plastic
barrier, touchlng shoulder to
shoulder, sometimes touching han
exchanging bits of informatlen,
nodding, smiling sométimes, pre-
pared as New Yorkers always are
to take flight at a moment's
notice, their mitochondria fully
stoked and steaming, They move
in orderly lines around the box,
crowding one another precisely,
without injury, peering down,
nodding and then backing off to
let new people in. Seen from a
distance, clustered densely arou
the white plastic box contalning
the long serpentine lineszs of arm
anis, turning to each other and
murmuring repetitively, they see
an absolute marvel, They might
have dropped from another planet

Thomas, with his ability to pull
the reader up from a description
of ants into an overview of man=
kind, displays his special kind
of perspective. He sees the wor
as a collection of Inter-related
system, more resiliant than man
imagines, and more complex than
the man on the street cculd ever
guess, Thomas is essential
reading for the Science Fiction
fan, discussing the moral questi
of destroyling moon virus or what
we will say to the first extra-
terrestrial civilization that

we contact. In fact, his though
on dying, on soclety, and on
intelligence, make his collectio
essential reading for any think-
ing person. Carefully scruitin-
izing mankind and his place in
the universe, searching for a
definition of man (which, by the
way, ls what SF does, too),
Thomas 1s filled with hope.

THE LIVES OF A CELL isn't a
science book; it is a meditation
That it is well grounded in
science and immaculatly written
only makes it better. It is a
remarkably geod bhook,

CLAILLRIBBEOUPISIVCESVCIOWSISVREDS



THE OPHIUCHI HOTLINE

From: THE OPHIUCHI HOTLINE by John
Varlay; Dell Books: $11:.75

THZ DANCERS AT THE END OF TIME

At last:

I had to wait five years from the
THE OPHIUCHI HOTLINE is an absolutely publication of AN ALIEN HEAT through
incredible book. It is set in the THE HOLLOW LANDS for THE END OF ALL
same universe as most of John SOMCS, the conclusion of the romantic
Varley's future history stories. The story of Jherek Carnelian from the
situation is thus: mankind has been end of time and Mrs. Amella Underwood
driven drom Earth by an allen intell~ from England in the vyear 18%96. 1
1gence which (while visiting the was terribly afraid that Moorcock
intelligent creatures on Jupiter) have would dle before he finished .the
decided to expend some small energies trilegy, because the three books are,
te liberate the true intelligences of without doubt, the best things that
this planet,; the dolphins and whales. he has ever writtens. The writing
Our civilization; thanks to the is comic, ornate, lush in a way that
Ophiuchi Hotline, an Intersteller laser 18 perfect for the story of innocent,
communication from unidentified aliens decadent immortals at the End of Time
in the vicinity of the star 70 Ophiuchi They are tragic, beautiful, and
which supplies us with a steady stream funny books, so much unlike Moorcock?*
of random information, has now spread other savage fantasy and black
and adapted to the other less-hospitable science fiection that they seem to
planets of the solar system, be written by another author.

The story's hercoine 1s Lilo-Alexandr As usual, the books are connhected

Calypsoc - a geneticlst condemned to
death for conducting experiments ut-
ilizing forbidden material from the
Ophiuchi Hotline. Lilio does die - 3at
least three timeg during the book.
"But she, and her various other cloned
duplicates, manage to get involved in
‘Boss' Tweed's plan to strike back at
the Invaders, to join the symbiotic
Ringers in Saturn's rings, to hatch a
plot with other illegal cloneg to es-
cape from the solar system in an age
troid ark,and finally to confront the
mysterious 1ntelligence from 70
Ophluchlo

into the mainstream of Moorcock's
flction by the shoddy little dramatic
trick (designed to sell forty-five
or so ¢f his books to you) of shared
characters crossing into different
time-streams, realities, what-have-
yout. But the story is separate, and
¢an esslly be understocod by someone
with no acgualntance to his other
flctien scevey and if you read no
other Moorcock you should read this
trilogy, because it 1s Moorcock at
his best. Jherek, the Iron Orchid,
Bishop,Castle, Werther de Geethe,
Sweet Orb Mace, Mistress Christia,
Lord Jagged, and the other

No amount of plot-description, however,
could express the job of this near-perfec
first novel. Varley 1s the bast hard
science writer imaginable, and this
fast-paced adventure novel 1s loaded withThe American edition of the book is
mind-blowing ideas and with good, publlished by AVON and the British
s0lid characterizations. Varley edition is published by MAYFLOWER.
switches pointwof-view from one Lilo Both are currently available,
character to her other cloned cduplicates {There i1s also a companion collection
with amazing agility.  His images, for of three novellas called LEGENDS
example the 1930ish space ship are juszt FROM THE END OF TIME, publisghed by
50 rightasss.I loved tha book! DAW Books). Together they form an
example of that little~-seen but
valuable commodity, science fiction
¥hich is good and which is also
genuinely funny.

gharacters at the end of time are
imore mamorable than any of the
sword«and-sworcery blood-spillers,

Those who have never read Varley should
start now, because he beats Clarke, Niven
and Pournelle hands down. His rich
imagination should stimulate even the
most cynical sense~-of-wonder. It dces
everything that STAR WARS did and It
thinks as well!

QSCLURACUICRECRACVOQARCOINOTHEOUDISANRODE



THE DEATH OF ZELAZNY

DAMNATION ALLEY is so vile, so shoddy, survive the living hell that the
such an inarticulate piece of garbage, world had become. Jan Michaele
that it saddens me to see Roger Vingent's character would have
Zelazny's name remaining on the (inal beaen torn apart by the poste
print. The one moment of rasemblence holocaust world of the novel, nice
to his novel: when Tanner (Hell Tanner guys do nat live through armédEEHE
in the book) pushes a woman from hls Atomic doom isn*t a quick trip

dirt bike to be eaten by glant gzorpions, through the desart with a ¢ouple ¢
turns out to be a con-job on the audlence, funhouse thrills and a few bargair

The woman 1s a department store dummy! basement shocks, it is not a pisne
Fair-haired boy Jan Michael.Vincaent Gerated picturet Atomic death is
could never do that to: a real woman. ugly.

It was almost as 1f the producers vere Meanwhile, DAMNATION ALLEY the mov
taking a deliberate stab at Zel:izny, - is Zelazny with his guts ripped ou
gloating him, taunting: him with a ghost

of the original c¢haracter super- PU0ROOCHOCCRILE0OVOU0OER0NENAUESRT

imposed, for a moment, onto thely
bland-as~yogurt filne ’

Because, even 1f DAMNATION ALLFY was
not a top=-form Zeiazny novel, .t was
still not sloppy, dull, unbel’zvable,
and crap-headed. Even: at his worst,
there L a dark, poetlc grawiure about
Zelazny, a blaciness thal might have
made DAMNATION ALLEY a ¢isturbing,
moving f£ilm. ZInstead faough, we have
Jan Michael«Vincent asf & nice boy (who
does help blow up the'woqia, bat then
everybody mikes mist kes) and George
peppard as the stri.t {(but nice under-
neath, father figus/e) alr force
commander. In short, two cutefrom-
soap chararters r:ady to face evevy
cliche digaster .ltuatlon imaginabie
(and = hust of *adly managed bugs
growine awkwarely hvge through bad
process photoaraphy,

The £film procreds ai a disjointed
se’ies of piyeon~herded advantures (Lhe
40 secreen writers - Alan Sharp and
wuke Heller, rave 30 mucked up Lhe
original prewise 'hat there iz nothing
close to plot rem:ining), all .of which
are totally incomirehensible. (How did
the lone girl survive?z Why did the
earth suddenly ruturn to normal? What
was actually wropy wlth th= earth in
the firsgt place?/. :

The most repucnant thing anout DAMNATION
ALLEY, howaver, 1ls the faci that Jaa
Michael=-Vince:t survivest! WHom, appice
pie, the Amevican way, and dimples will
out, even acainst the heloctust, Such
idiocy. is uibeiievahlel! Hell Tanner,

of the novriy; was a leather-jackel,
vicious truge. A Hellt's Angel {with a
few redeering moral convictlons, bul
Anlyv s £ew) who was, the only Lyps of
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