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MAJOR CANADIAN ANTHOLOGY PUBLISHED
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VISHONS FROM THE EDGE

John Bell, editor of the prestigious
Canadian semi-prozine, BOREALIS, and Hale-
ifax poet and publisher, Lesley Choyce,
have combined forces to produce VISIONS
FROM THE EDGE: AN ANTHOLOGY OF ATLANTIC
CANADIAN SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY.
Published with the assistance of the Nova
Scotia Department of Culture, this retro-
spective anthology represents a major con-
tribution to the field of Canadian SF.

The book includes 19 stories by natives
ard residents of Atlantic Canada and
covers the hundred years, 1880-1980. Among
the writers represented are Sir Charles
Roberts, Simon Newcomk, Francis Flagg,
Laurence Manning, T.H.Randdall, L.M. Mont-
gomery, Elisabeth Mann Borgese, Spider
Robinson, and William Kotzwinkle. In
addition, there is the entire text of H.P.
Blanchard's AFTER THE CATACLYSM: A ROMANCE
OF THE AGE TO COME, a rare utopian novel
originally published in 1909. Each author
is introduced by a half page biography.

Illustrated by Rand Gaynor, the book is
attractively produced and well worth the
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money. It is 215 pages.

VISIONS FROM THE EDGE is available in
hardcover for $14.95 or as a trade paper-
back for $7.95 from Pottersfield Press,
R.R.#2, Porters Lake, Nova Scotia, BOJ 2S0.

John Bell alsc informs me that BOREALIS

-is to be published by Pottersfield Press
-and that an issue may be expected shortly.a)
. This is to be a double issue featuring
_Charles Saunders.
_is to become a "large Canadian SF and

. fantasy annual including articles, inter-

Thereafter, BOREALIS

views, comic art, fiction, poetry, artwork,
and other features.” Submissions accompan-
ied by a SASE are now being accepted by
John at BOREALIS, P.0.Box 3174 South,
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia B3J 3HS.

OTHER PUBLISHING NEWS

Ottawa fantasy writer Charles Saunders
has scld a novel entitled IMARO to DAW
Books. It is due out this fall.

Vancouver fan/cartoonist/writer Bill
Gibson had a story in the MAY 1981 OMNI
entitled "Johnny Run 54" (if I can read
my own handwriting) which was pretty good.

WASTELANDS, a "small press zine that
features written word with visuals" had
2 special issue on "Machines" this summer.

While not a fanzine, "we find most mater-

ial is either SF, fantasy, or horror."
They are looking for writers and artists
for future issues on the themes of "myths,
magic, religion, macabre-horror, illusion,
or evolution." No mention of payment, so
I assume there isn't any. $2/copy; $6.50/
year. P.O. Box 300, Station A, OTTAWA,
Ontario K1N 8V3

STARDUST "The Canadian SF Magazine"
(*cough*cough*) featured a lead story by
Phyllis Gotlieb in its Spring 1981 issue.
The story, "Phantom Foot™ was reprinted
from 1959. John Robert Columbo's "Four
Hundred Years Of Fantastic Literature In
Canada", based on his talk delivered at
The Rarbourfront in Toronto July 19, 1981,
was also featured. $1.95 from STARDUST,
150 Fermanagh Ave., Suite 7, Toronto,
Ontario M6R 1M3. STARDUST pays 1¢/word
for first North American rightg.

No word yet on ULTRA MAGAZINE.

Edmonton fan/critic/prof, doug barbour,
has co-edited an anthology of Canadian
comic poetry with Stephen Scobie, this
yYear's winner of Governor General's Award.
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Entitled, THE MAPLE LAUGH FOREVER, it is
published by Hurtig (Edmonton) and is
readily available in bookstores through-
out Canada.

V-CON 9 RIPPED-OFF FOR $575 IN BAD
CHEQUES

V-Con 9 found itself holding bad cheques
totalling $575.00 from art show sales. The
cheques, written by a woman signing her-
self "Corwin Amber", were returned by the
bank because she had closed out the account
immediately following the con.

"Corwin Amber" is the name of the pro-
tagonist in Roger Zelazny's NINE PRINCES
IN AMBER series. Zelazny was Guest of
Honour at V-Con 8 last year. When asked
why V-Con would accept cheques from so
obvious a pseudonym, V-Con Treasurer Tim
Bolton stated that the woman had produced
a driver’'s license in that name...though
no one had apparently thought to take the
number down. Attempts to trace Ms Amber
and clear up the nonpayment were hampered
by the postal strike.

The artists whose paintings are in Ms
Amber's possession have been paid, and it
is V-Con which is out the $575. "“We're
still in the black, though" Mr. Bclton
assured NCF.

(—Tim Bolton)

HUGO AWARDS

The late Susan Wood won her fourth Hugo
at the World Science Fiction Convention,
Labour Day weekend. She was nominated for
the Hugo ten times and won it in 1973 for
ENERGUMEN (the famous Canadian genzine she
co-edited with then husband, Mike Glicksohn
and again in 1974 and 1977 as best fan-
writer. This year's award was also for
best fanwriter.

Susan diel November 12, 1980, at the age
of 32.

Other Hugo winners were: THE SNOW QUEEN,
by Joan Vinge for Best Novel; "Lost Dorsai"
by Gordon Dickson for Best Novella; "The
Cloak and the Staff" by Dickson for Novel-
lette; "Grotto of the Dancing Deer" by
Clifford SimaK for Short Story: COSMOS by
Carl Sagan for Non-fiction Book; Edward
Ferman (FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINE)
for best professional editor; Michael
Whelan as Best Professional Artist; Vic-
toria Poyser as Fan Artist; THE EMPIRE

STRIKES BACK for Best Dramatic Presenta-
tion; Somtow Sucharitkul for Campbell
Award (Best New Writer); and C.L.Moore
won the Gandalf Award (Fantasy).

The 1983 wWorldCon bid was won by Balti-
more.

(=—— from SCIENCE FICTION CHRONICLE)
v

CANADIAN SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY
AWARD

The Canadian Science Fiction & Fantasy
Award (CSFFA)} for 1981 was won posthumously
by Susan Wood for "lifetime contributions
to the field." The award was announced at
V-Con 9.

Susan was one of the best known and most
important Canadian SF fans ever. In addi-
tion to her ten Hugo nominations and four
win, she was an outstanding critic with
hundreds of articles, columns, reviews,
and at least two books to her credit. She
was co-aditor of ENERGUMEN, one of the all
time great Canadian fanzines, and later
publish¢d AMOR, a well respected personal
zine. She was also a leading feminist,
and one of the founders of A ROOM OF ONE'S
OWN, whi<h was both a feminist magazine
and the name of the feminist programming
she helped to introduce to SF conventions.
She also made major contributions to the
field of Canadian literature, especially
in the area of women authors.

The first CSFFA went to A.E.Van Vogt,
again for “liftetime contributions to the
field", and was presented at HalCon3. The'
third CSFFA will be presented at NonCon 5
in Edmonton (October 1982) and the fourth
will be presented at MapleCon 6 (October
1983). Readers of NEW CAN DIAN FANDOM
will be asked to nominate and vote on the
Award— details toc be announced next issue.

CANADIAN UNITY FAN FUND LAUNCHED

The Ontario Science Fiction Club (QSFicC)
has organized a Canadian Unity Fan Fund
(CUFF). Like TAFF, DUFF, and GUFF the fund
would help pay travelling expenses for a
selected fan to attend a convention, in
this case, for a Canadian fan to attend a
Canadian convention. The purpose of the
fund would be to help overcome the geo-
graphical barriers to a unified Canadian
fandom by bringing a Western fan to the
East, and an Eastern fan to a convention
in the West the following year.
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CUFF continued:

Fund Chair Bob Webber has proposed the
following rules:

(1) That any money remaining in the
fund after travelling expenses have been
paid be carried forward to the follawing
CUBF

(2) That the fund be administered by
some provincially registered SF ¢lub local
either to the point of origin of the CUFF
winner's trip or the destination of the
CUFF trip.

(3) That all CUFF candidates be resident
in Canada at the time of their trip.

(4) That a donation of $1 be required
to nominate a CUFF candidate, and a dona-
tion of $5 be required to vote in the
CUFF race. A potential CUFF candidate
shall be required to receive at least
five nominations.

{5) A CUFF candidate shall be required
to give a brief description of his/her
background, and to state his/her intended
destination with the CUFF funding early
enough to allow publication of the infor-
mation and its circulation to all people
interested in voting.

(6) Nominators and voters need not be
resident in Canada.

(7} CUFF funds may not be used to trans-
port any person who will be a publicized
guest at his/her convention of destination.

The 1981 CUFF recipient was Michael Hall
of Edmonton who received $50 tawards his
travel expenses to attend Torgque 2 in Tor-
onto. (See elsewhere in this issue for
his trip report.)

(——Bob Webber and CHRONIC)

CANADIAN FANDOM STRUCK DOWN

As most of you are already aware,
the Canadian Post Cffice was closed from
June 30 to Augqust-1ll by a strike of the
inside workers. Foreign mail was returned
to sender and no trade issues were leaving
Canada, so some foreign subscribers may be
under the impression that various Canadian
fanzines have folded. It has alsc been my
experience that much third class mail and
even some letters tend to disappear for
good whenever there is a strike, so if you
are missing an issue or your loc isn't
listed in the WAHF column, I suggest you
check with the editor to see if it was
lost in the mail.

For NCF, the strike not only meant that
the second issue was delayed for two

months, but that we were cut off from all
news, fanzines to review, and so on, so
we couldn't even work on it during the
strike and have it ready to go as soon as
it was over. Purthermore, since NCF isg
mailed third class, it isn't safe to send
it while there is still a backlog of un~
sorted mail, and there was a backlog in
Edmonton (always the last Post Office to
clear it) until Sept. All of this means
that some of the news in this issue is
unaveidably dated, and that we simply had
tc drop some items that had gotten too old.
Sorry.

Just to keep things interesting, the
only papermill in Canada that makes mimeo-
graph paper was also on strike, in their
case for eighteen months. Thus the horrid
colour of last issue and a further delay
in getting this issue out as our papex
order only arrived September 27. (Even so,
this expensive 24lb paper is the only
mimeo paper we can get in Canada at any
time, whereas American fans can get fiber-
tong'twiltone which retails for about 1/6
the price. Now you know why US fanzines
are cheaper.)

LEADING CANADIAN FANZINE FOLDS

THE BIMONTHLY MCONTHLY (formerly THE MON-
THLY MONTHLY) suspended publication with
issue #14 (December-January, 1981). The
decision was formally made in May 1981
when TBM missed its first deadline, but
the paper shortage and the mail strike
prevented them from sending out a notice
to their subscribers. A final four page
issue clearing up lcose ends is expected
shortly.

TBM was published by six of the ten
members of the Gang of Four, and used a
rotating editorship to maintain a monthly
and later a bimonthly schedule. TMM/TBM
were widely acclaimed as Canada's best
genzine.

TBM is survived by its step-brother,NEW
CANADIAN FANDOM, which inherits everything.
All articles, artwork, envelopes, and paid
subscribers have been handed over to NCF.
If you had artwork or articles in the TBM
files and wish it returned rather than
have it appear here, just ask— but before
we publish it next issue, please. Paid
subscriptions to TBM will be honoured by
NCF unless you request a cash refund. The
same applies to trades, though those send-
ing six copies may cut down to two.



SHORT STORY CONTEST

The National Fantasy Fan Federation (M3F)
holds an annual short story contest that
is open to all amateur writers of SF and
fantasy, whether members of the N3F or not.
First prize is $§25, 2nd=$15, 3rd=$1CG, plus
semi~finalists and honourable Mentions
receive a choice of paperback books avail-
able. ALl entries receive critiques.
Rules:

1) Stories must be original, unpublished,
not more than 7,500 words, and sf or fan-
tasy in opinion of judges.

2) amateurs only: may not have sold more
than two stories to professional publica-
tions.

3) Manuscripts should be typed on one
side of 8#x11" white paper, double-spaced,
with the title on each page. The author's
name should not appear anywhere on the
manuscript to insure impartial judging.

4) Contestants may enter any number of
stories provided they are each accompanied
by a separate entry blank and fee. Self-
addressed stamped envelopes are required
for the return of stories. Keep a copy in
case of loss.

5) Entry fees are $1 for N3F members, $2
for others. The money pays for the prizes
printing, etc.

6) Send all manuscripts together with
entry blanks and fees to Preliminary Judge,
Edward Ludwig, 16540 Camellia Terrace, Los
Gatos, CA 95030. (Canadians should send
post office money orders made out to Edward
Ludwig if you don’'t have American dollars.}

7)For more information or entry blanks,
write N3F President, Donald Franson, 6543
Babcock Ave. North Kollywood, CA 91606.

8) Contest deadline is December 1, 1981
Final Judge this year will be R. Faraday
Nelson. ! TNFF ,August 1981)

Us POSTAL RATES UP

While Canadian fans live under rumours
of massive postage increase (100%!) when
the post office here converts to a Crown
Corporation, American fans are bewailing
increase in their rates which bring them
in line with what we have already been
paying for the last two years:

First class, up to one oUNCe..c..... 18¢
2nd ounce (plus 17¢)...ccvcncennce ..35¢
3rd ounce (plus 17¢)...iccnenecnnnnenn 52¢

4th ounce (PIUS 17¢) eeeevencecavanns 69¢

(5)

The US still has a separ.te postcard rate
now 12¢ (up from 10¢). Third class mail
rates have been altered so that there is
practically no difference between third
and first class, at least for the lower
weight categories. This will really hurt
American fan publishing, forcing costs

way up. (—TINFF)

DEATHS

~JANIE LAMB

Janie Lamb, Secretary-Treasurer of the
N3F since the 1950s died Wednesday, May 6,
1981. sShe was 73.

She joined fandom and the N3F in 1949,
and was appointed Secretary in 1953. She
became Secretary-Treasurer in 1955 and
served continuously in that position untily
her death, and held office under nine
presidents.

As reported last issue, Janie's house
burnt to the ground January 1ll, but she
had recovered from the fire and was again
active in local Democratic convention when
she died of a strcke.

The new N3F Treasurer is Joanne Burger,
57 Blue Bonnet Ct. Lake Jackson, TX 77566,
USA. = Donald Franson, TNFF)

NEO FAN'S GUIDE FOR CANADA

The EDMONTON SCIENCE FICTION AND COMIC
ART SOCIETY‘S GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICTION &
FANDOM has been newly revised and expanded..
The new GUIDE has sections on the history
of SF; Canadian science fiction; recom-
mended reading lists; intreductions to SF
fandom, fanzines, apas, conventions, and
clubs; a complete fanspeak glossary, and
George Scithers’ “Manuscript Format"” guide.

This 2nd edition is intended as a proto-
type for an all-Canadian Neo fan's guide
to be published by NCF in 1982. Comments,
corrections, and contributions of articles
and art for the national editicn of the
Guide (tentatively entitled, NATIONAL
NEOGRAPHIC) are encouraged and should be
sent to the NCF P.O.Box.

Copies of the ESFCAS Guide are available
postpaid for 25¢ from ESFCAS, P.0O.Box 4071,
Edmonton, Alberta, T6E 488, or directly
from NCF (P.O.Box 4655, P.5.5.E., Edmonton,
Alberta T6E 535). Quantity discounts are
available for recognized clubs, apas, and
conventions.



news

CONVENTION REPORTS

V-CON 9

[V-Con 9, Vancouver, Holiday Inn Harbour-
side, May 22-24, 1981. Guest of Honour:
Vonda N. McIntyre; Fan Guest: Jon Gustaf-
son; Toastmaster: Jon Singer. Second An-
neal Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy
Award (CSFFA) presented posthumously to
Susan Wood. Retrospectively designated
Canvention 2.

BY RANDY REICHARDT

Recently I phoned Robert Runté to con-
gratulate him on NCF#l1 when I found myself
promising a con report on V~Con. But I
warned Robert, and I warn you, I attended
virtually no programming. 'So who does?’®
suggested Robert. True. So consider this
simply some memories of a weekend in Van-
couver that happened to include V-Con 9.

I needed the time away, and I wanted to
stretch it to the limit. <Clare Coupland
and I took the silver bird on Thursday
night, May 21, and we were met at the air-
port by one unselfish Steve Forty. Not
only did Steve pick us up at the airport,
he also spent most of Friday and Monday
playing tourist gquide, and returned us to
the airport on time Monday night. Thanks
Steve,

From the airport we paid a short visit
to the Cariere'’s house (relatives, gang)
and then a quick trip to Queen Elizabeth
Park. This was followed by a short visit
to the hotel, with hellos to Vonda, and
some serious discussion about SCTV.

Now, those of you who know me know that
I have not read an SF novel for over a
year, and that I have grown weary and
bored with fandom in general. fThis is
still true. Fandom can be very juvenile
and, for many, functions as "institution-
alized escapism" (ten points if you know
where that prase comes from). Whatever.
Jon Gustafson, the Fan GoH {and many before
him) emphasized during his speech that its
the people you meet and the friends you
make that bring you back to fandom. This
applies to your writer, and V-Con 9 served
to reinforce Jon's statement for me.

I like to visit Vancouver. It is a beau-
tiful city. If can see my friends and this
incredible place concurrently, I will be
back.

(6}

Clare and I stayed the night in Steve's
id¢ ¢@¥d house in Coguitlam. Then we
spent most of Friday taking in the sights.
Calre was in heaven., as this was his
first visit to Vancouver. A hearty break-
fast at Steve's favorite greasy sppon was
foliowed by a ride up Mt. Seymour. The
weather was wonderful. {It only rained on
Sunday, and that was a warm rain.) We
reached to the top of the rcad up Seymour
to discover tons of snow, including a
downhill ski run with enocugh left for a
few more tries! Just like home. The
mountain provided incredible views of the
city and surrounding areas. Back down
the road, and we were soon at the entrance
to the Capilano Suspension Bridge. Steve
and Clare crossed it, but halfway across
I chickened out and went back. Ah well,
I'd been across twice before... (some
excuse, eh?). As the afternoon was waning,
we made ocur way to the Holiday Inn, regis-
tered, and Clare and I promptly left to
visit Vancouver Public Library, where I
talked shop with a librarian.

That even ng featured the first of many
excursions to various restaurants on the
Robson strip, including the White Tower
and Red Robin, and for that wonderful
cheap meal, McDonalds. We topped it off
Sunday night with a fine meal at the Keg.
As for V-Con, well...it's all sort of
hazy. Not that I was on heavy drugs or
anything; it's just that, except for the
trivia quiz panels on which I was a parti-
cipant, I attended little of it.

On Friday evening, Clare and I “"hosted"
a Second City party at the con. For many,
inciuding Steve and Mary Fahnestalk, it
was their first introduction to the Great
White North and the wonderful dialogues
of the McKenzie Brothers, Doug and Bob.
Take off, eh, ya hoser! Now Fahnestalk
can add a Canadian accent to his repetoire.
But if he gets it wrong sometimes, don't
be sad, eh? I mean, geez, it's not his
fault, ok? He's not from Ottawa Valley,
and like, he doesn't eat enough back
bacon, ok? So gid-day, eh?

On Staurady evening, some incredible
half-time entertainment was provided at
the costume bachann 1. Two jugglers who
had a knack for the comedy thing combined
skills with laughter much to everyone's
delight.

This was Clare's second convention, and

he decided to AXigMkY# &4L)Ydr¢ make new

5
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friends by sdministering the Federal Civil
Service Examination to the other Canadians
at the Con, which we renamed the Canadian
Citizenship Test for the Americans present.
It is much too complicated to describe here,
but ask Clare about it next time you see
him. Rumours that certain conventions are
putting out a contract on his life are
still to be confirmed.

After watching the seabus cross Burrard
Inlet umpteen times from the hotel, a bunch
of us decided to go for a ride on it our-
selves. Continuing in our tradition of
talking to anyone anywhere, we eventually
started talking to some people sitting
across from us, who turned out to be from
Australia. We warned them not to visit
the States, but discovered they were going
anyway. So we told them about the Xind of
people who live there and showed them Steve
Fabnestalk.

And so went the weekend. Sunday morning
is always the beginning of the end, and
soon we were saying goodbye to Steve and
Mary, but not before Steve, Jon, Mary-Karen
Reid and I had wrapped up our second strai-
ght Trivia Bowl championship. Sunday even-
ing settled down intc a relaxed party in
the Reid's room, interrupted only by some
singalongs, until I pocoped out and put my
guitar to rest.

On Monday morning, Steve Forty, Clare,
and I 4id the walking tour of Gastown,
followed by a trip to Stanley Park. There
we all coughed up $3.75 to see the aguarium
and caught the killer whale show, always
fun to watch.

So another trip to Vancouver and another
V-Con is over. Apparently the con committee
is going to try to get back into Gage

{7)

Towers. I wish them luck. I enjoyed
myeslf as a tourist and as a con attendee
this time. I want to visit Vancouver soon;
I do not wish to wait until next May. You
listening, Steve? Take off, eh, ya hoser...

TORQUE 2

[Torque 2, Toronto, Muir Park Hotel,
July 10-12, 1981. Guest of Honour: Thomas
Disch; Fan Guest: Ross Pavlac. Relaxicon.]

BY MICHAEL HALL

Okay, I admit my trip didn't start out
very well: A surly CP Air employee offer-
ing to exchange fisticuffs with me be-
cause he didn't like where I was standing,
wedged in a crowd in the dvidgdy basement
of Terminal One, vainly waiting for my
baggage to appear. (It finally did trundle
down out of the catacombs, one hour later.)

It ended up two weeks later (in Terminal
Two, this time) on a pretty happy note,
after a good time was had by all.

In between, there was the Ontario Sci-
ence Museum {crowded with a million little
kids who w re playing with all the kncbs
and switches I wanted to play with), the
Royal Canadian Science Museum in Ottawa
(not crowded, and I got to play with
everything!) and many other museums,
movie theatres, stores, freeways, historic
buildings, traffic jams, fish smells and
interesting bag people.

But on to more mundane matters. I
turned out tc be the first winner of the
annual Canadian Unity Fan Fund, and this
fun trip was being partially subsidized
by the Fund and OSFicC.

Torque 2 was my first Toronto conven-
tion, and will probably be the first of
many. While there were the usual col-
lection of dozmos rampaging through the
halls, dart and water guns in hand, the
people not engaged in these pursuits
were for the most part fascinating and
erudite. The trip to the con itself was
worth it just for the opportunity to get
to meet Moshe Feder, and to see Bob
Webber, Taral, and Victoria Vayne.

Torgque was a small con, around 100
paid attendees, and reinforced my view
that this is the best type of con. ,

Leave the circuses to others! I ran
into the Pro G st of Honour, Tom Disch,
late Saturday night, while he was in

the process of forming a new religion,
and Ross Pavlac, the Fan GoH, earlier
Saturday at a Chinese dinner. It wasn't
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hard to find Taral—— he was flitting around
from place to place, seemingly as busy as
if it had been a really large convention.

Early Saturday morning, Rosanne and I
discovered that we had to make a sudden
trip to Hamilton. When I arrived back at
the con, huffing and puffing, late for a
panel I was on, as I sat beside Mike Glick-
sohn, he asked, “Why would anyone want to
go to Hamilton?" I mumbled something
about being born there, but even I wasn't
convinced.

Later that evening I told Moshe Feder,
"You know, that was the first real panel
I've been onl"

Late Sunday evening I finally got a pri-
vate viewing of Victoria‘s stereo system,
Moshe's bed, Taral's famous models, Taral's
bed, and Bob's waterbed. (Please don't
get the wrong id a about this.) That
morning I also got a chance to experience
Roger Reynolds (but not his bed) and Mike
Glicksohn together drinking. Here at last,
was my raision d'etre for attending the
con! .

The one question that still nags me,
though, is: was it really Ross Pavlac
distributing those Christian comics?

Earlier that week (to bring up a totally
unrealted topic) I participated in the
most fascinating theatre experience I
have ever been to in my life. Just picture
in your mind a historic mansion near down-
town Torontc, a dark night, Januvary 10,
1927, a Facist Blackshirt, several guns,

a stunning blonde.... The audience follows
the actors through the house as they act
out scenes in different rooms simultaneous-
ly, and you have to compare notes with
others in the audience at intermission to
find out what's going on. T could go on
and on, but it is quite impossible to
describe a play like TAMARA, you had to

be there! {Michael #all)

[[If I mav be permitted to draw a moral
from these two reports, you'‘ll note that
seasoned con-goers merely use the con as
an excuse for a trip/vacation, and don't
actually worry about attending the con
too much. Let this be an example to
those of you who believe you have to
attend all the panels and take notes in
order to have a good time at a con.

And now some additional Torque 2 comments
from Sam Wagar:]]

I have some lurid comparisons to make
for you about two conventions I attended
recently: Torque 2 in Toronto and Auto-

clave 5 in Detroit. I can comfortably
compare them because they were similar

in size (140 or so) and in the type of
people they tried to attract— the fannish
fan.

Torque was a smashing success with hil-
arity, discussion and interchange all
over the place; huge amounts of smof, very
few asses, and 25 or so really delightful
fanzine fans creating this buzz of golden
colour over the hotel.

Autoclave 5 was a horing failure with
far too many jerks and buffocns {say 30%)
and too few trufen. Open antagonismerup-
ted during the "Fannish Feud" game rematch
of the Dumb, Stupid and Infantile Team
(their name) and the Politically Correct
Team (also their name); and sporatically
elsewhere in my vicinity, a little Slave/-
Master playlet by some Gorcids to upset
my tummy. Ichl ’ .

The differences between the two as I see
them was bhat Torque had a superskinflint
budget with only two function rooms until
the con was in the black when another room
was rented, while Autoclave had two larc
rooms, the consuite, and two huckster rooms
in a classier hotel. There were no one-day
memberships at Torque so fringies were
discouraged, whereas several of the prime
twits at Autoclave had one-day memberships.
There was no showy programming at Torque;
no artshow, no costumes, sercon panels,
obscure movies, mnd no video, while at
Autoclave had video and some of the other
stuff to lower the quality of the clien-
tele. Of course, the fringefen in Toron-
to had just had their own convention and
there was minimal advertising for Torque
the Unknown Convention, whereas Autoclave
was a well known and promoted con.

(— Sam Wagar, Toronto)

BOREAL 3 BY ELISABETH VONARBURG

Depuis trois ans le fandom québecois
poursuit une expérience originale en ce
dui concerne ses conventions: elles sont
situées 3 mi-chemin entre les (trop)gigan-
tesques foires attrape~tout des américains
et les collogues un peu trop intellectuels
des européens, en particulier des francais.
On a donc retrouvé dans la troisidme édis
tion de la convention québecoise, Boreal.
3 la fois la fantaisie la plus ddbridéde
(lors du party costumé-maquillé, ol les
participants ont rivalisé d'humour et 4’
imagination créatrice) et la réflexion la
plus sérieuse (lors des divers débats



proposés par les organisateurs.)

Tout ce monde était rassemblé pour la
find de semaine du 18 au 20 septembre, a
1'Université du Québec & Montréal, lieu
propice aux réunions de ce genre. Tout
comme la premier Boreal, A Chicoutimi,
avait &été organisé en 1979 autour des mem-
bres de la revue SOLARIS (voir notes), et
celui de 80 par les membres de la revue
POUR TA BELLE GUELE D'AHURI (voir notes
également), Boreal 3 a été organisé et
trés honorablement, en dépit de la gréve
des postes, par les membres de la revue
IMAGINE (voir notes, toujours). La con-
vention-— comme toutes les conventions de
SF ol qu'elles scient— offrait des activ-
ités variées: expositions dart, de maguet-
tes, programme de films et de vidéo, panels,
et autres réjouissances diverses. C'est
au niveau des panels gue la convention de
cette année brille par son sérieux: ils
réunissaient en ettet des noms aussi con-
nus que ceux de Darke Suvin et Pierre
Sormany pour le panel sur"La Science et
la Fiction", et ceux de André Belleau,
andré Carpentier et Thomas Pavel pour celui
sur "Quel Fantastique Aujourd'hui?" (Une
des originalitds des conventions quebecoises
consiste en effet & porter autant sur la
SF que sur le fantastique-— qu'il ne faut
pas comfondre avec la “"fantasy": il s‘agit
plutét de ce qui est chez les angle-saxons
"horror and supernatural®, avec toutes ses
variantes.)} D'autres débats trés intér-
essants ent &été également suivis avec
passion par une assistance houlcuse:"SF
et Litterature Experimentale et La SF
Quebecoise Face aux Annees 80". Un
atelier-panel de plus de dgux heures sur
la bande dessinée a comblé les amateurs
d'arts graphiques, et un concours de
nogelles-sur-place a permis aux amateurs
d'ecr}re des texts (les gagnants seront
publies par les revues } C'est une femme
qui a gagne cette année (Francxne Pelletler)
exaequo avec le gagnant de 1' année prece-
dente (pierre Revellin). Je le signale
parce que les femmes au Quebec comme ail=-
leurs, sont tres rares dansllas SF, et
que celle~ci avait participe aux Ateliers
d'ecriture organisés depuis trois ans dans
la mouvance de la revue SOLARIS.

ont également eu lieu plusieurs lance-
ments de livres et de revues: la troisiéme
titre de la premidre collection spécialisée
en SF au Québec (CHRONIQUES DU FUTUR), un
recueil de nouvelles de René Beaulieu,
LEGENDES DE VIRNIE, le premier roman fan-
tastique de Michel Belil, GREENWICH, aux
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&ditions Leméac, une anthologie de texts

de SF sur le théme du Nord, rassemblée
par J. M. Gouwanvic, rédacteur en chef &'
IMAGINE, et le numéro spécial Fantastique
publié par SOLARIS.

Comme tous les ans des Prix Boreal ont
été attribué A la Meilleure Nouvele (Rena
Beaulieu et Jean-Pierre April ex—-aequo
pour leurs nouvelles LE GEAI BLEU ("The
Blue Jay®) et TELETOTALITE touts deux
parues dans SOLARIS; au Milleur Livre
(J.P. April, encore, pour LA MACHINE A
EXPLORER LA FICTION ("The Fiction Machine")
recueil de nouvelles paru daas la collec-
tion CHRONIQUES DU FUTUR;:; au Milleur
Article Elisabeth Vonarburg, pour sa
série ECRIRE DE LA FICTION, en parution
actuellement dans SOLARIS, et au Maéilleur
Illustrateur, Jacques Lamontagne. On
peut en conclure que la SF (et le fantas-
tigue) se portent fort bien au Quebec,
comme le confirme la naissance prochaine
d'une nouvelle collection consacrée a la
SF aux editions VLB

On devrait voir se confirmer cette vit-
atrité de la SF québecoise lors de le pro-
chaine convention, qui aura lieu de nou-
veau 3 Chicoutimi en 1982, jumelée avec
le Troisieéme Congrés International Franc-
ophone; sous le nom de Boreal Et Compagnie.
{On pourra trouver prochainement des in-
formations sur cet événement dans NCF.)

SOLARIS, 565 rue Provence,
gueuil, Québec J4H 3R3
IMAGINE, 403 ouest Bd. St Joseph, Mont-

réal, Québec H2V 2P3
POUR TA BEELE GUEULE D'AHURI a momentané-
ment cessé de paraftre, mais de-
vrait reprendre bientft sa publication;
1'adresse actuelle des responsables n'est
pas disponible...

CHRONIQUES DU FUTUR: trois titres parus,
trois recueils de nouvelles:
-L'0eil de la nuit (The Eye Of Night) par

Elisabeth Vonarburg
-La machine 3 exploere la fiction (The
Fiction Machine) par J.P. April
-Legendes de Virnie (Tales of Virnia) par
René Beaulieu
S'adresser &: Editions du Préambule, 169
rue Labonté, Longueuil, Québec J4H 2P6

Notes: Long-

Pour des rétrospectives de la SF et 'du
Fantastique au Québec, voir les revues
SOLARIS et IMAGINE; voir également dans
SCIENCE FICTION STUDIES #21, Vol.7, Juil-
let 1980, "SF In Quebec: A Survey" par
Elisabeth Vonarburg et Norbert Spehner.

(— Elisabeth Vonarburg)



SAME AS IT

l:L.

Normally a columnists begins by insult-
his editor. He makes out how the editor
begged and pleaded for the merest morsel
of the writer's immortal words. But in
fact it was the other way around (as it
probably is in most cases). I begged
Robert Runté for this column. I mean,
if Robert is going to arrogate to himself
the honour of reviving the original Can
Fan, he might pull it off. He might also
¥all falt on his face, but if New Can Fan
succeeds, I want to be on the bandwagon,
reaping some of the egoboo Robert has
sown.

But when I sat down to write a first
installment, the unexpected happened. For
a long time I have dropped hints that I
would write a history of Canadian fandom.
“Whenever asked when I would begin this
tour de force, I would dote on the diffi-
culties of such a history. There were
"literally yards-deep piles of fanzines
that I had to read first, and many more
feet of zines that I had no copies of. I
would not be able to begin the necessary
reading until I had compiled a biblio-~
graphy. and that project was held up
until I had catalogued my collection. Once
that was done, the rest would follow. How
far had I catalogued the collection? To
"H"— as far as Harry Warner's Horizons
to be precise. I see, and how long had
that taken? About a year.... In other
words, I was procastinating.

It seemed only logical, though, to begin
2 column about Canadian fan history with
a sketchy overview. After an introduction
I would sum up the last 40 odd years in a
few pages, and then close off with prom-
ises for future installments. I have
rarely so miscalculated in ten years of
fanac.

Only a half page into the history and I
realized that I didn't know what I was
talking about. I dragged out the Can Fans
and began a jag of reading that lasted
two days, then I was back to the typer. A
few pages more went by without trouble and

~hen I noticed more gaps in my understand-
ing. I spent a couple of evenings on the
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phone with Jchn Millard and P. Howard
Lyons, veterans of the 40s. Back at the
typer I saw that my manuscript had only
reached 1957, and it was already 6 pages
long. At a conservative estimate, the
remainder would be 3 times as long if I
kept the scale of detail the same. I
fooled myself page by page into thinking
I could hold myself to that length, but
7 or 8 more pages crept by, checking my
source material for almost every para-
graph, and I'd brought the -history up
until only 1975, and only for Torontoc at
that. I broke off and started again with
Vancouver fandom in 1968, which I knew
too littie about. Out came another couple
of feet of fanzines to read. More days
went by. Finally, with 18 pages of man-
uscript completed and still only up to
1975, it became obvious that even a
brief history of Canadian fandom was a
major project, and not one suitable for
an installment of a regular column. Be-
sides which, I was already past my dead-
line.

The result is that if you want any sort
of complete history, you will have to wait.
The manuscript as it stands is half done
and won’t be abandoned. But it will pro-
bably appear in a Canadian fanthology
later this year, along with illustrative
reprints of art and fan writina from the
original Can Fan, A Bas, Hongue, Energumen,
Simulacrum, and other native specimens of
the past. The details of Canfantholegy
haven't been worked out, but as there's
no egoboco in keeping secrets, you can bet
you'll hear about it when they have. In
the meantime, I have a first installment
of a column to write.

*Ahem*

Back in the good old days of fannish
legend, when the aforesaid legends were
14 and 15 and making names for themselves
acting their ages, Canadian fan history
beogan in Aurora Ontario. There were
sporadic outbursts of fanac in Vancouver
before that, but nothing that established
a continuous tradition. 1In Aurora, how-
ever, a small number of proto-fans dis-




covered each other in the gquise of stu-
dents of St. Andrews College for Boys.
Fred Hurter Jr. and Joe "Beak" Taylor
were the most important members of this
nascent group, especially as they found-
ed Censored and Eight-Ball. Fred took
Censored with him to Montreal upon grad-
uation, and Beak took Eight-Rall to To-
ronto. As it happened, Beak was first

to hit upon the idea of renaming his

zine "Canadian Fandom", thus ensuring a
monument to his imperishable memory, Fred,
disappointed by this coup, publihsed only
one issue of his zine from Montreal, then
gave up to the inevitableness of kistory
and wrote for Can Fan in future.

The establishment of Canadian Fandom in
Toronto in 1943 was literally true, as
Toronto dominated its history well into
the 70s. In 1943 this was an easy feat,
as there was no Canadian fandom found out-
side the boundaries of Muddy York, except
in the person of Les Croutch, who lived
in Perry Sound and visited Toronto as
often as humanly possible. But Toronto
wasn't really a fandom as we'd think of
it today. When Beak arrived, he made
friends with a few people, including Al
Betts (an artist), and John Mason. The
three of them would often get together,
especially when Croutch was in town, but
it was sald once in Can Fan's pages that
never had more than six Toronto fans as-
sembled in one place. Nevertheless, there
were many fans known to Beak who he saw
infrequently or never met at all. Most
subscribed to Can Fan, or wrote letters.
The names of these people are found on a
list of Canadian fans in Can Fan #7— all
of about 25 long, Some of them, however,
never seem to have appeared in print out-~
side of this list. They are totally ob-
scure. And yet they occasionally ring a
bell in someone's memory, in another con-
text. A more sinister one.

There is a substratem to fandom that is
rarely noted, and is largely unknown to
fans with more sociable dispositions.
There are the collectors who scrooge away
their dusty tomes and disintigrating mag~
azines in dark cells of the home and soul.
Theirs is a formless fraternity with a
vague history. The historian can see hints
of them in the early Can Fans as the orig-
inal fandom in Toronto, but virtually
nothing of their story was preserved in
print until a windfall in the form of the
personal papers of original Derelict Bill
Grant fell into modern hands. Most of it
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was immediately destroyed by the shogkgd
possesor., Tuckily enough remained to
piece together the facts.

Collectors are often not very nice peo-
Ple. They fight, they haggle ver prices,
and they jealously regard every book and
magazine as "theirs" and every sale to a
competitor as a theft from their collec-
tion. Sometimes they go further extremes.
One old coot here resorts to a petty
strategy to price his books at conventions.
He offers the book for sale at every
dealer's table, driving up the price as
high as the dealer will go, then walks
away.... Another gentleman is reputed to
give false information to researchers if
he doesn't like their looks. Socme collect~
ors who deal on the side hold out on trades
and sales until the desparate buyer agrees
to include some valuable item in his col-
lection as part of the.price. This is
impossgible without the necessary privy
information, of course, so they habitually
spy on one another, and just as habitual ly
let no one know the slightest thing about
theilr own collections. They sometimes
steal from one another too. A friend of
mine was caught up in such a caper, as
the inadvertant recipient of the goods.

I could also mention a well known unemploy-
ed editor, and a Worldcon Chair as known
thieves. (The latter also tried to sue
his victim for copyright infringement.)
Failing all else, they destroy each other's
collections if they can. Pilms once
avallable to Toronto cons are now with-
held after a series of raids resulted in
confiscations. The thanks go to one mcan
old bastard who tipped off the police to
increase the rarity and value of his own
films, So much do they love the dreams

of their youth that many will extirpate
every copy but their own in possessive
madness. ’

it WAR 2
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Already anal-retentive about the whole
thing, such excesses only encourage these,
balding, dewlaped, adolescents to be still
more upitight and more fiercely secretive
about  their vice. Not only fearing their
passion as a flaw in outward respectibil-
ity, they must fear kindredrsouls as well.
And young upstarts who were soiling dia-
pers when they were buying Astounding mint
off the newsstand? They put hate for each
other aside at the mere, thought of such
johnny~come-latelies vying with them for
books. In such atmospheres are twisted
souls nurtured who take one step more .
toward the perverse. Or many steps.

Bill Grant himself was known by the
other Derelicts as a "leg man". He sav-
oured feminine appendages almost as much
as he was excited by bridges, keeping
plenty of photos of each. .Legs and bridges
appear frequently in the hundreds of feet
of film Grant shot at early 50s cons. He
saw the humour of it, and made fun of: his
well known proclivities in a pan of a '
bare leg that ended at the rolled up
trouser of none other than Bob Tucker.

{ie was about as kinky as the 0l14.Dere-
licts got, tooc.} Consequently he was
approadhed one day by some creature of - .
darkness about taking himself more seri-
ously. He recoiled, quite properly, and
the creature of darkness skulked back
into the:shadows. (By day he was no doubt
a respected banker.or:educator.) It was
too late .though. An outsider had been
appraised of the intimate details.of the
group’s activities. The collectors went
immediately underground. Grant knew ex-
actly which rock to lock under for them, -
however, and .it became generally known
that there were collectors in Toronto who
went for whips and chains, leather, fetish-
ism, edged instruments, and other unnat-
ural apetites as a direct outgrowth of
their interest in fantasy and weird fic-
tion. The cadaver was out of the grave,
nor could it be completely re-buried.

The account has become inexcusably pur-
ple, but it's terrific fun to write like
that, and it is largely true. I can be
substantiated to some extent. The focal
point of these people seemed to be a store
run by a man named Hansberger. Rendezvous
Bookstore went in for pornography in a big
way, and sold under-the-counter items in
brown paper bags. At the back, though,
were a few shelves of Arkham House editions
of Locecraft, Blackwood. Bierce, Smith, and
the other writers of the macabre. Customers

came equally. for both commodities, and

are remembered as a pretty odd bunch by
one old fan. Correspondence unfortunately
now destroyed touched on an S&M apa called
The Thing. At least one mailing is rum-
oured to have been cut out in the shape

of a.penis. I have seen what I take to

be a veiled reference to The Thing in
print in one fanzine of the time.

Grant passed on little enough informa-
tion about the seamier sidec of Toronto
fandom, but the inclination to kinkyness
emerded by itself in the Derelicts a few
years later: Boyd Raeburn, Ron XKidder,
and Gerald Stewart were a.later genera-
tion of fans than Grant, and after a . . .
minor rift styled themselves apart from
the others.as the Derelict Insurgents.
They were the leather jacket boys, enthus-
iasts of that racey black music! whose very
name was slang for sex; smokers of funny
cigareetes they got from jazz musicians,
and one was homosexual. Not that that
meant anything, to be sure, and the rest
of it.stopped at sports cars and saxophones.
But the.leather jackets strike’a familiar
note that isn't on ‘a blue's scale.

The Derelict Insurgents were.only an
interlude though. The real thing emerged
again nearly 20 years later. George Hen-
derson is little known in SF'fandom,
but left his imprint on Toronto fandom by
helping.to found the Ontario Science Pic-
tion Club, his help on FanFair I, and
numerous acts 6f benevolence. Capt’'n
George ran a iunky place selling comics,
pulps, and movie memoribilia, called”
Memory Laneé. It was headquarters of
George's Vast Whizzbang OrganiZzation,
editorial offices of The Penny Dreadful
and The Yellow Journal, and site of many
OSFiC meetings in early days. Before
opening Memory Lane, however, he had.
another store, Viking Books, probably not
toco far from the present day ‘Bakka: Like
Rendezvous Books, Viking sold pornography
too. George was even a pioneer in pub-
lishing smut at a time when the city
fathers frowned much more sternly.on moral
decay -than they do in these enlightened
times. . But unlike Hansberger, he was not
the centre of a degenerate cult. Not
until one fine day when Henderson nego-°
tiated with the head branch of the :Count -
Dracula Society to #et up a Canadian ’
chapter. Weird people began turning up...
Very weird people, in fact. His doubts-
matured during a television interview
with a hostile host. -The host  attacked




the Society relentlessly, attacked the
literature, and attacked the people who
read it. The pecple who read it mean-
while began to make animal noises from
the audience. ILooking down on the leather
clad fetishists, the studded belt-buckles
glassy eyes, rude slogans on carboard,
and obsvene gestures, he suspected the
truth about what he had started....or
merely gotten into? The Canadian Count
Dracula Society ceased to have any real
cxistence from that day on.

With the disappearance of that likely
focal point, the weirdos went under-
ground again, where presumably they
remain; Rumour had it that many of those
who turned out for the Dracula Society
were the same ones who approached Grant
in the 40s. Like they were truly the
undead. This is a charming conceit that
nevertheless cannot be dismissed easily.
Whether or not the one group of zealots
is the same as the other, neither hide
nor hair of them has been seen since.

Like the Derelict Insurgents, the
kinky tendancy of Toronto fandom has
shown itself once again. This fresh
contagion takes the form of a number of
people who have variously styled them-
selves comics fandom, an SCA group, gamers,
and recently, science fictio