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BCSFAzine © December 2005, Volume 33, #12, Issue#391 isthe monthly club newsl etter
published by the British Columbia Science Fiction Association, asocial organization. Ane-mall
membership (including email delivery of the newsletter in PDF or TXT format) is$15.00 per
year; new membershipsare $26.00 per year; membership renewalsare $25.00 per year; aNew
Family membership (including 2 votesin WCSFA meetings) is $32.00. These pricesincludea
subscription to BCSFAzine Make chegues payableto WCSFA (West Coast Science Fiction
Association). (NOTE: The West Coast Science Fiction Association isaseparate, officially
registered society.) For comments, su bscriptions, suggestions, and/or submissions, writeto:
BCSFAzine, c/o Box 15335, VMPO, Vancouver, BC, CANADA V6B 5B1, or email
garthspencer@shaw.ca.

BCSFAzine isprinted most excellently by the good people at CopiesPlus, at 1950 West
Broadway, Vancouver, BC, tel. 604-731-7868.

BCSFAzineisdistributed monthly at WHITE DWARF BOOKS, 3715 West 10th Avenue,
Vancouver, BC, V6R 2G5, tel. 604 -228-8223; email whitedwarf @deadwrite.com. Single copies
$3.00 each.

"Our email list URL: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bc_scifi_assc/

BCSFA's events this month

BCSFAzine deadline: Fri. Jan. 13 at FRED. Thisisthe Friday night of Rustycon. |
know that, it's just too bad.

Feeding Frenzy: Sat. Jan. 14, 7 p.m. at Nyala Restaurant, 2930 West Fourth
Avenue, Vancouver. Ethiopean cuisine! It'svery good.

BCSFAzine production: Fri.Jan. 27 - early distribution at FRED. Thisistheweekend of
Last Guest Con. | know that, it'sjust their bad timing.
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WHY DON'T WE THINK AND TALK ABOUT...

Therearesomeinteresting ideaswe could think over together. Thereare
also things we could do about them, projectswe could build, if wewant to
expend the effort.

Recent newshasfocused onissueslikeavian bird flu, which may bea
non-issue, or genetically modified foods, which may be another. | could add
thingslikethe famous mad cow disease; thisissue may also haveblown over.
Ontheone hand we could be researching and talking about these i ssues,
which are scientificissues; or we could be examining and eval uating the way
some non-issues get played up in the news, while somereal issues—
sometimes urgent ones— are obscured.

Thereisstill alot of misinformation going around about AIDS, for
example, which is an immediate problem in Vancouver, not only for
downtown drug addicts. Thereisalot of ignorance about desertification, |oss
of topsoil in agricultural heartlands, and decreasing human fertility. We could
read up on that as well as anyone.

Inthelast fiveor tenyears, there have been anumber of moviesand TV
documentaries about unlikely catastropheslike asteroid impacts. | think the
emphasisisall wrong: if there are bigenough rocksout there, why aren’t we
exploiting them? Moving them into high earth orbit and mining them?
Because we are going to need the mineral resources, in aconvenient place,
when we build an industrial base in space.

Alsointhelast five or ten years, we have seen another wave of movies
and documentaries about climatic disasters. Setting aside the absurd and
unlikely ones, there does seem to be ageneral changeinthewholeworld’s
climate, and we have persistent evidence that permafrost and Arcticiceare
melting. Well, if that meansthe Northwest Passage will actually be navigable
in about ten years, shouldn’t Canadacapitalizeon the optionsfor merchant
shipping, to and from Asia? Why let the Greenlanderstake all the profit?Isn’t
it mandatory for Arctic residentsto protect their environment from rapacious
foreigners?(Not to mention rapaci ous southerners, but that i ssueisnot news.)

Another issuethat seemsto be only half-thought-throughisecological
damage. Am | the only one who suspectsthat Ecology hasdegeneratedtoa
popular motherhood issue, and is not understood as atechnicalissue? Am|
the only onewho doesn’t find anything Holy about the “ natural” world-any
morethan thereisanything Holy about theartificial world? Am| theonly one
who thinks, “Well, if we're breaking down ‘ natural’ ecosystems all over
Canada, inthe Arctic and the Lower Mainland and the latest BC valley
opened to lumber companies, why notdesgnnew ecosystemsthat support
humansindustries?” Am | the only onewhothinks, “Well, if we regoing to
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fiddle with genomes anyway, why not design new ecosystems, and new
species adapted to them?”

Is anyone elsehere half-inclined to take up genetic engineering asa
basement hobby? (Or rocketry, or robotics, or Tedacoils, or something...)

Incidentally you may have seen what | have seen, in newspaper and
broadcast coverage. Some people arguethat the corporate newsmedia, in any
country, arein effect one Vast Liberal Propaganda M achine. Other people
believe they are a V ast Conser vative PropagandaMachine. To me, theonly
commitment of newspapers and broadcast mediais to publish popular
sensations — or even to make up sensational news—in order to attract
attention, and just incidentally draw your eyesto theadvertising they carry.
What is your response?

Moving on to public-interestissues... if you haveany perspectiveat al,
you realizethat terrorism has been around for along time; thereisreally
nothing new or different about theworld, since September 2001. Theleve of
shock, and violence, and atrocity on September 11" was equalled or exceeded,
before and since; the only difference is that something so sensational
happened inthe United States, for achange. Also, as Spider Robinson pointed
out —rather sensibly—that if the brains behind the kamikaze attacks of
September 11'" werein effect terrorist geniuses, they eliminated the threat
they represented by committing suicide attacks.

So, we'reall vulnerable and we' reall on thefront lines; thisisnot news.
And just to make life moreinteresting, aVancouver organization bid for and
won theright to hold the 2010 Olympics. Are we best advised to move
elsewhere? Maybe that’ sagood ideaanyway, if the GVRD can expect a
major earthquake someday. Do we haveto wear flak jackets, learn self-
defense skills, or shop for biohazard and radiation -sicknesskits? Or must we
all learn to watch out for suspicious behaviour, and effectively become our
own security professionals?

My point, and | do have one, is that wedon't tackleany of thesethings, in
any SF club or fanzine or category of fandom, of which | am aware. And |
desperately want the company of active, interested, intelligent, imaginative
minds, who think things through, and who turn up overlookedideas.

| walked out onthe November BCSFA meeting, where | was supposed to
demonstrate the conversation game | call aKaffeeklatsch. I left, not just
because L exie Phaithe was going on and on and on about conventional
fandom, and conventional ideas, and wouldnever stop. | realized thatthiswas
all I could expect from the BCSFANns who were present.

So I’'m going to have to start my own gang.

Check out the news section for an announcement.



LETTERS

Lloyd& Yvonne Penney, penneys@l | st r eam net , 1760-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke,
ON M9C 2B2, December 16, 2005

Itisdifficult tofind other channelsof getting SF& F, mainly becausethey could
beanywhereontheWeb, Google notwithstanding, and thereare so many of them.Yes
difficult, becausethere’ ssomuchduplication. If only therewasadirectory of whereto
find groups, websites and other Internettish SFnal stuff.

((Like there aren’t scores of them already.

((Thedeal with SF Northwest Resour ces, and FANAC.ORG, and fandom.ca, and |
don’t know how many others, isthat they' re all rather partial and incomplete. Then
there are cobwebsites like mine.

((The deal with Madein Canada took me a while to understand. Apparently the
founder, Don Bassie, mainly cover s authorsand actorsand filmmakers; it covers S-
conventions, as you know, but rather as an afterthought. Itisn’t there to cover
fandom.))

Hey, don’t look at me, |'ve been told | volunteer too often, anyway.

The*slannish’ ability of fansto misunderstandeach other and assumetheworstin
what weare supposed to have said or written alwaysamazesme. | do my best to keep
itinmind, sothatif | wonder what the hell HE meant by that, | will re-read and wait
for clarification. Thisisthemainreasonwhy | am not on any listservsany more.
Writing for fanzines has taught me patience.

My loc...When it comesto anewsletter, | amleaning tojust sticking with my
lettersof comment, and | eaving achannel of national newsto awebsitethat all can
access. Theresumescontinueto go out; | seemto never havejust theright kind of
experience, or | may have too much experience.

Y ou havetheright attitude now, Garth, andit takesall of usacertain amount of
timetorealizethat we areinfandom, or anything elseinlifefor that matter, to get out
of itwhat we can. Some of usget out of it what weputintoit, someget moreor less.
Wedon'tknow that inour neo days; perhapswelearnitthelonger westay infandom.
Yes, we're getting older, but at least we'realso getting wiser.

Just for therecord...Yvonne' shirthday isright between Fran’sand Barb's, the
19th of December. | asked her where shewanted to go for abirthday meal, and she
asked meto makeabig Italian spaghetti dinner at home. | know what I’ Il bedoingthis
coming Sunday afternoon (day before her birthday), spendingitinthekitchen. My
wallet will thank her later.

Conventionlist...| haveafreshone, ready to go, and will e-mail ittoyou after |
finish this letter.

((Got it, thanks.))

Congratulationsto Paul Carpentier and Andi Shechter on their SmofCon
scholarships. Andi’ sbeen running consfor alongtime, and | remember when shelived
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inBoston. Used to see her at Worldconsall thetime. Dork, geek, nerd...| hatethese
words, especiall y when they are applied to any interest anyoneimmersesthemselves
into. Wefall intothetrap thepresshaslaid for us, cubbyholing usto they cantry and
fail to understand us.

The Advisementsto Speakersisconcentrated wisdom that most conventions
shouldrelay totheir potential panelists, especially No. 4. Too many paneliststhink the
tableat thefront of theroomisapulpit or fount of wisdom. Y our jobistoinformand
perhapsentertain for an hour. Thesethingshaveto putintheir proper perspective.

((I thought the major problemwasthat our speakerstend to mumble, swallow
their voices, or speak to the table or lectern instead of to their audience.))

When you do set up the official CUFF website, it might beanideatoinform
Victor Gonzales at Trufen.net about it, especially torevivesomeinterestinthesite.
Onceyou need our information, let usknow, and wewill dig out aphoto and fannish
resume.

((That note should actually be directed to Brian Davis.))

Fannish get-togetherslike FRED and FANS...asof January 2006, thefannish
First Thursday gathering moved back towhereitfirst started, the Foxes' Denon Bay
St.inthewestern downtown area. If indeed Keycon, Conadian, Westerconand Torcon
3 havethese pots of money, they will need torenew their efforts toinform Canadian
fandomthemoney ishere, and how thosefansmight avail themselvesof themoney. |
amsuretherearerulesand regs. | seemto recall that one of these groupswill be
issuing all literary SF conventionsin Canadawit h funding to keep the consgoing.

Itislateas| writethis, so here goesthisloc, and | will be e-mailing out my
newest convention list to you and Cathy Palmer -Listerin Montreal and Sand-Marie
McLaughlinin Ottawa. | know it’ stough for alot of peoplethistimeof year,andl’ve
beenthere, but wewishyou, and all of BCSFA, ahappy Christmasand New Y ear. We
all deserveit, and we sure could use it.
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Corona Diragen

BCSFAZINEzine (Felicity Walker), #209-3851 Francis Road, Richmond, British
Columbia, V7C 1J6, felicityd711@hotmail.com, Saturday 10 December 2005

- “((I hadthreatened to publishmy
negative screed about VCon [ ...] but | realize what people are prepared to read.))”
That sounds interesting.

((More interesting than what | had to say. Honestly, | must be getting tired of
sciencefiction, or at least tired of fandom; VCon in October was as much a waste of
my time as the BCSFA meeting in November.))

: Denny’ s[ig Still acceptable. The
musicisquiet until thenight shift begins. Thefood isbetter than peopleassumeit will
be based on other Denny’ slocations. Attendance has been fluctuating-onFriday 2
December 2005, therewere only two people; Friday 9 December 2005 thereweresix.

The Morrissey: As Ryan said, good ambiance, but too loud.

AlsoLounge: | accompanied Ryanonthisone. It had great mood lighting, but
wasvery expensive-it’ soneof those places so expensivethat they don't even use
dollarssignsor decimals; they’ll say “ 8%z when they mean“ $8.75.” | found that the
proj ection screen distracted from conversation. We' d alsojust missed alivemusical
performance, which suggeststhat therearetimeswhen the placewould bevery loud.
Ryan’ ssuggestion of using Also Loungefor special eventssoundsgood, though.

Activity Suggestions | also suggested aBCSFA public-accessshowafewyearsago.

! i : I liketheideaabout the new general

guideto SF fandom. I'll let you know if any suggestions occur to me.
I'm looking forward to Interesting Times.

The Jezail Bullet (Media File): | liked the old Cybermen better.
The government census knows how many peopleread or watch SF?!

We also heard from: Randy Barnhart, Greg Slade, Lynda Williams
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BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 1: Bill Salmon

Jan. 2: John Coffey

Jan. 4: Mike Wolf

Jan. 5: Garth Spencer
Jan. 5: June Osborne
Jan. 6: Eileen Kernaghan
Jan. 10: Anne Kelly

Jan. 15: Ed Hutchings
Jan. 19: J. Stewart Smyth
Jan. 19: Gary Owens
Jan. 25: Pat Burrows
Jan. 25: Gerald Boyko
Jan. 31: Brandon Sackett

ADVERTISING

F.A.N.S. (Fannish Activity on the North Shore)
Areyouan anime, comic, fantasy, gaming, horror, or sciencefictionfan?If so, youare
invited! Come hang out every Friday night from 7:00 p.m. until closing at: Eighties
Restaurant, 110 West 14th Street (facing the Civic PlazaWest of L onsdale), North
Vancouver

ROYAL SWISSNAVY T-SHIRTSand other paraphernaliamay beviewed at:
http://www.cafepress.com/ royal swissnavy (nodot betweenroyal swissand navy)

Thefollowing advertisersoffer a10% DISCOUNT to card-carrying WCSFA
members:

MICHAEL'SBOOKS - Michael EImer, Owner 109 Grand Bellingham, WA 98225
USA Tel. (206) 733-6272 Booksin all fields"We pay cash for hardback &
paperback."

IMPERIAL HOBBIES, 5451 No. 3 Road Richmond, BC, V6X 2C7 (Acrossfrom

Lansdowne Mall) Tel. 604-273-4427, fax 273-2916 Role-playing games, tabletop
games, model s, comics, supplies, and muchmore! (Discount appliesto selecteditems)

BCSFAzineison sale atWHITE DWARFBOOKS, 4368 W. 10th Avenuetel . 604-
228-8223 for hoursDRAGONFLY MUSIC 106 Harrison VillageMall 196 Esplanade
(Box 118) Harrison Hot Springs, BC, VOM 1KO0 Tel. 604-796-9289



WRIGLEY-CROSSBOOKS
current mailing address: PM B 455 2870 NE Hogan Road, Suite E Gresham OR 97030

Phone (503) 667-0807 Toll Free (877) 694-1467 http://www.wrigleycrossbooks.com
new email address: books@wrigleycrossbooks.com

CALENDAR

January 2006

Jan. 13-15: Rustycon 23 at the Radisson Hotel Seattle A irport, Seattle, WA. Guests:
MikeM oscoe, Ruth Thompson, Clan Burnout/Carbon Based Rentals. Theme: Living
the Sci-Fi/Fantasy Life. Reservations: Radisson Hotel Seattle Airport, 17001
International Blvd., Seattle, WA 98188, (206) 244-6000, rooms $89/nite.
M emberships: $50 at thedoor. For moreinformation, write Rustycon, POBox 27075,
Seattle, WA 98165-1475, email rustycon@rustycon.com, or see Www.rustycon.com

Jan. 15: deadline for She'sSuch a Geek anthology by Seal Press. Submit 3,000-

6,000 wordsessaysintyped, doubl e-spaced, and paginated formwith your address,
phone number, email address, and ashort bio onthelast page. Essayswill not be

returned. Send essays el ectronically asaDocument or Rich Text Format fileto
Annalee Newitz and Charlie Anders at sheissuchageek@gmail.com.

Jan. 28-29: L ast Guest Con at the Radisson Hotel Seattle Airport, Seattle, WA.
Package (room, membership, banquet): $122 single, $160 double. Reservations:

Radisson Hotel Seattle Airport, 17001 International Blvd., Seattle, WA 98188, (206)
244-6000. Information: Last Guest Con, c/o SWOC, POBox 5181, Lacey, WA 98509
5181, (360) 456-7441, email mcitrak@comcast.net, or seewww.lastguestcon.com.

February 2006

Feb. 3-4: Thefirst annual ScienceFiction Short Film Festival ,co-presented by the
ScienceFiction Museum and Hall of Fameand the SeattleInternational Film Festival,
will take placein Seattle, WA at the Cinerama Theatre and the JBL Theatre at
Experience Music Project.

Feb. 3-5: WicCon at the Shilo Inn SuitesHotel Portland Airport, 11707 NE Airport
Way, Portland, OR 97220-1075. Featured Guest: Silverstar Red Crow (Red Witch
Tradition). Musical Guest: Heather Alexander. Rooms $99 + tax for singleor double
occupancy, $109/3, $119/4; mention Wiccon when you phone (503) 252-7500.While
thisisnot strictly fandom, itspagan focusisrel evant to certain elementsof fandom and
itisalso anorthwest convention. Memberships $40 up to the door, payableto
Magickal Winter Weekend, Box 8246, Portland, OR 97207-8246, or see
www.wiccon.org

8

Feb. 16-18 (Thurs-Sat): Life, theUniverse & Everythingat Brigham Y oung
University in Provo, Utah. Writer GoHs: Kevin J. Anderson, RebeccaM oesta; poetry

guest, Michael R. Collings; artist, Stephanie Pui-Mun Lau. Venue: 3rd Floor,
Wilkinson Student Center, Brigham Y oung University. Anacademic symposiumonall
aspectsof sciencefiction and fantasy: writing, media, worldbuilding (CY OW), art,

anime. Academic papers. Art show, charity auction and more. Y ouregister at thedoor,
but admission is free. See http://ltue.org

Feb. 17-19: Radcon 4Bat theRed Lion I nn, Pasco, WA. Writer GoHs: Jay L ake, Dean
Wesley Smith & Kristine Kathryn Rusch; Artist GoH: Frank Wu, Science GoH: Dr.
ThomasHopp, Editor GoH: Anne Sowards, FanGoH: Dave Hirzel, Specia GoH:
Heather Alexander. Memberships: $25to Feb. 2, $30 at the door. Write Radcon, PMB
#162, 2527 W Kennewick Ave., Kennewick, WA 99336-3126, email
chair@radcon.org, or see www.radcon.org .

Feb. 17-20: Conquest NW, Seattle Marriott Sea-Tac Airport Hotel, Seattle, WA.
Gaming convention. Guests: Nicole Lindroos, Chris Pramas, James Ernest, Pater
Adkison. Memberships: US$40 until January 31, US$45 at the door. For more
information, www.avalonconventions.com/conquestnw/

Feb. 24-26: Potlatch 15 at the Best Western Executivelnn, Seattle, WA . Emphasison
writing. Reservations: write The Best Western Executive Inn, 200 Taylor Avenue
North, Seattle, Washington 98109, Phone: 206 -448-9444, Fax: 206-441-7929, Toll
Free Reservations: 800-351-9444, http://www.bwexec-inn.com/, info@bwexec-
inn.com. All roomsare now non-smoking. Potlatchratesare: $79.00/singleor double
occupancy; $99.00/triple or quad plustax. do not use Best Western'son-line
reservation serviceor national "800#" to makeyour hotel reservations ...If youhave
questionsabout the hotel sor need hel p with atravel-related problem, pleaseemail
Suzanne Tompkinsat hotel @potlatch-sf.org. Memberships: $45/moreat thedoor.
Potlatch 15, c/o S. Tompkins, PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165; or see
http://www.potlatch-sf.org/.

Feb. 24-26: Kei-Kon|V: ANew Hope, University of Victoria, Victoria, BC. Anime
convention. Admission: $15, $13 student. For more information,
www.geocities.com/uvicanime/staff4.html.

Feb. 24-26: Potlatch 15, Best Western Executive Inn, Seattle, WA. SF literary
convention. Book of Honour: “The Avram Davidson Treasury” . For moreinformation,
www.potlatch-sf.org.

M arch 2006
March 6: Portland Comic Book Showin Portland, Oregon (reportedly Oregon's

largest Comic Book Convention. Heldtwiceayear in Portland, Oregon) (GET MORE
INFO)
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March 10-12: Trumpeter Salute, Bonsor Community Complex, Burnaby, BC.
Gaming convention. Memberships: $15, one-day membershipsavailable. For more

information, www.trumpeterclub.com .

March 17-19:AnimeOasisV at theBoise Airport Holiday Innin Boise, ID. Room
reservations $69/nite via (208) 343-4900; mention Anime Oasis. Memberships: Adult
3-day, $25 payableto Jeremy L opett viaPayPal, or before Feb. 11/06 to 3 Harvestview
S., Apt. H, Mount Joy, PA 17522.

March 24-26: Official Stargate SG-1& StargateAtlantisConvention, Hilton
Vancouver Metrotown, Burnaby, BC. MediaSF convention. Guests: Michael Shanks,
Joe Flanigan, Cliff Simon, Martin Gero, Gary Jones, James Bamford. Memberships:
USfunds, see website. For more information, www.creationent.com.

March 24-26:Gamestorm 8 at theRed Lion at the Quay, Vancouver, WA. GoHs:
TBA. Reservations: Red Lion at the Quay, 100 ColumbiaSt., Vancouver, WA 98660;
tel (360) 694-8341, rooms $74 single/double. Memberships $30 at the door.
GameStorm, POBox 764, Portland, OR 97207, email chair@gamestorm.org, or see
WWW.gamestorm.org.

March 24-26: Sakur a-Con 9 at theWashington State Conventionand Trade Centerin
Seattle, WA. Sakura-Conisthe premier Pacific N orthwest AnimeConventiondevoted
to East Asian Culture, with aparticul ar focus on Japanese animation (anime), Japanese
Comics(manga), and video gaming. Guests TBA. Memberships$45to Feb. 28, $60 at
thedoor. Sakura-Con, 3702 South Fife St., SuiteK -2, PMB 78, Tacoma, WA 98409,
tel 877-873-3317, email chair@sakuracon.org, or see www.sakuracon.org.

March 31 - Apr. 2.Ad Astra2006in Toronto, ON. Hotel TBA. Author GoH: Terry
Brooks and Peter David. Editor GoH: Del Rey Bookswith Betsy Mitchell.
M emberships$60to Feb. 28 and at the door. Ad Astra2006, POBox 7276, Stn. A,
Toronto, ON M5W 1X9, email info@ad-astra.org, or seewww.ad-astra.org.

March 31: deadlinefor Canadian Unity Fan Fund 2006 del egate nominations. Brian
Davisin Fredericton i s seekingnomineesfromWestern Canada. Prospectivenominees
must be Canadian citizens, or permanent residents of Canada; submit awritten
document outlining their fannish history, and their reason(s) for wishing to bethe
CUFF delegate. The submission must be datedand containfull contact information;
Provide signed nomination |ettersfrom six Canadian fans; threefansfrom Eastern
Canadaand three from Western Canada; Agreeto assume the duties and
responsibilitiesof the position of CUFF Administrator. Theseinclude, but are not
limitedto, financial administration, fund raising, and CUFF raceand el ection running;
Represent CUFF and their region of Canadaby attending the next CanV ention (or
designated Canadian convention). Thesuccessful candidatewill travel toCanvention
26, whichisbeing hosted by Toronto Trek 20. Pleasedirect any questionstoBrianA.
Davis, 45 Charm Court, Fredericton, NB E3B 7J6, Email: badavis@rogers.com. An
official CUFF website is online as of December 2005, and each previous

10

delegate/administrator will havetheir own Web pagethere. A partial list of past
administratorsisavailable at Garth Spencer's previous volunteer website,
http://ww. vcn. be. cal ~hr ot hgar/ cuf f. ht m (Brian Daviswill work up
a better one Real Soon Now.)

April 2006

April 1-2: 4th Annual Emerald City ComicCon at the Qwest Field Exhibition Center
in Seattle, WA. A comics-related conventionwhich drew 6000in April 2005. Multiple
comic artist guests. Hotel is Springhill Suites Seattle by Marriott. Ticketsthrough
Ticketmaster, availablein 2006. See www.emeraldcitycomiccon.com.

April 1: Nishikaze 11 (aspring animefestival) at the University of Lethbridge
(Anderson Hall), Lethbridge, AB. Guests: TBA. Memb erships: $2 or non-perishable
food donation. See http://www.nishikaze.org/ for more information.

April 9: SeattleGameCon v2.1, Seattle Centre, Seattle, WA. Gaming convention.
Guestsand memberships: TBA. For moreinformation, www.seattl egamecon.com.

A pril 13-16: Norwescon 29 at the Doubl etree Seattle Airport Hotel. Writer GoH: Lois
McMaster Bujold, Artist GoH: Donato Giancola, TM: Robert J. Sawyer, Featured
Publisher: DAW Bookswith Betsy Wollheim & SheilaGilbert. Theme: "Journeys,
Adventures and Ques tsof Fantastic Fiction." Rooms: 18740 International Blvd.,
Seattle, WA 98188, (206) 246-8600, rooms$102 quad occupancy. MembershipsTBA.
Norwescon 29, POBox 68547, Seattle, WA 98168 -0547, (206) 270-7850, email
info@norwescon.org, or see Www.norwescon.org.

May 2006

May 5-7: Corflu 23 in Toronto, ON. Theoriginal fanzinefans' convention.

Memberships C$60, US$50, UK 25. Chequesto Colin Hinz at 148 Howland Avenue,
Toronto, ON CANADA M5R 3B5. Contacts: Colin Hinz, asfi @eol.ca, (416) 516-

8686; Catherine Cro ckett, crockett@eol.ca, (416) 516-3571.

May 7: Calgary Comic & Entertainment Expo, Calgary Stampede Grounds,
Calgary, AB. Guests & memberships: TBA. For more information,
www.cal garyexpo.com.

May 19-21: Keycon 23, Radisson Winnipeg Downtown, Winnipeg, MB. SF
convention. Guests: Jaqueline Carey, Ruth Thompson, Barron Vangor Toth.
Memberships: $35. For more information, www.keycon.org .

May 20: OlympiaComicsFestival in Olympia, WA . Guests: JessicaAbel, Matt
Madden, more TBA. See http://www.olympiacomicsfestival.org
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May 19-21: Flatland Fantasy Games Convention, Hotel TBA, Regina, SK.
Memberships: TBA. For more information, www.reginagamers.com.

May 19-22: Cangames 2006, Rideau Curling Club, Ottawa, ON. Gaming convention.
Guests: TBA. Memberships: $25 until April 30, $30 at thedoor. For moreinformation,
WWW.cangames.ca.

May 20 & 21:Otafest 06, Hotel TBA, Calgary, AB. Animeconvention. Guests &
memberships: TBA. For more information, www.otafest.com.

May 26:Calgary Comic& Toy Expo, McMahon Stadium, Calgary, AB. Guests: Pop
Mhan, Norm Breyfogle, Ken Steacy, Cary Nord. Admission: $5. For more
information, www.comicandtoy.com.

May 26-29: Miscon 20at Ruby'sInn & Convention Center in Missoula, M T. Writer

GoH: Jerry Oltion, Artist GoH: Frank Wu, Special GoH: Dragon Dronet. Reservations:

4825 N. Reserve St., Missoula, MT 59808, (406) 541-7829. CORRECTED RATES:

"Roomsthisyear at MisConwill be $79 single and $89 Doubleand comewith the
complimentary breakfast buffet asalways. Y ou can view Ruby'sinformation at
http://www.miscon.org/Hotel/hotel .html." (Bob Lovely, Nov. 19/05). Memberships:

$25to April 31. Miscon, POBox 7721, Missoula, MT 59807, (406) 251-9463, email

chair@miscon.org, or see www.miscon.org.

June 2006

June 2-4: ConComCon 13 at the Cascade Mountain Innin Cle Elum, WA. The
Northwest's conrunner'scon. Focusfor 2006: "sharing of information". The organizers
fromthe North American SF Convention akaCascadiaConwill sharestuff. ACD and
handoutswill beprovided. For rooms, writethe CascadeMountain Inn, 906 E. 1st St.,

Cle Elum, WA 98922, phone (509) 674-2380, or fax (509) 674-7099. C-cubed room

rateis 55 - 75 depending on the room - it would be good to have moreroom

reservationsmade so that the hotel feel smore securesincethey aresmall and not use
to professional conferencesinthislittletown. Thetoll-freenumber for reservationsis
1-888-674-3975. Preregistration: $25to May 31, 2006, then $35, to ConComCon
[127], POB0x1066, Seattle, WA 98111. Contact the Ccubed 13 chairman Bobbie

DuFault at Chairman@cascadiacon.org or visit the Ccubed Website at
www.swoc.org/ccubed/ .

July 2006

July 1-4: Wester con 59/Conzillaat the San Diego Marriott Mission Valley in San
Diego, CA. GoH: Walter Jon Williams, Artist GoH: Bob Eggleton, FanGoH: Bobbi
Armbruster, TM: Kevin JAnderson. Reservations: 8757 Rio San Diego Dr., San
Diego, CA 92108, (619) 692-3800, rooms$139 quad occupancy. Memberships. $70to
June 15, $80 at the door. Conzilla, POBox 845, Ramona, CA 92065, email

info@conzilla.info, or see www.conzilla.info.
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July 7-9: TT20/Canvention 26 at the DoubleTreeInternational PlazaHotel, Toronto,
Ont. Guestsinclude: Amber Benson, played Tara on BuffytheVampire Sayer;

Michael Shanks, playsDr. Daniel Jackson onSargate SG-1 (Sunday Only). MCLarry
Stewart. New additions: LEXA DOIG (Andromeda, Stargate SGland The4400) and
RICHARD HATCH (Battlestar Galactica, both versions). TT20 once again hoststhe
Prix AuroraAwardsfor contributionsto Canadian SF and fandom. Roomsareat the
DoubleTreelnternational PlazaHotel: 655 Dixon Road, Toronto, Ont. Y ou can now
call theDoubleTreeInternational Plazato book your hotel room at: 416-244-1711or
800-222-8733. Don't forget to mention you are booking for Toronto Trek to get the
conventionrateof $129. OR you can book onlineand usethe conference codeof TNO.

Visit our web page at http://www.tcon.cafor linksand information. Ratesare only
guaranteed until June 5, 2006 and whileroomsare still availablein our room block.

Pre-Registration Fee: Adult full weekend, $60; deadlineisMay 26, 2006. Notes: All

pricesare subject to change. Enclose acheque or money order payableto: Toronto
Trek OR if youwishto pay by credit card: (Y ouwill bebilledin CDN dollars) and
sendto: TT20P.O. Box 7097, Station A Toronto, ON M5W 1X7 Contact: Information
Line: (416) 410-TCON (8266) E-MAIL: tt-info@tcon.caWEB: http://www.tcon.ca

July 8 & 9: Animethon 13, Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton, AB.Anime
convention. Memberships: Variouslevels, seewebsite. For moreinformation,
www.animethon.org.

August 2006

Aug. 11-13: Con-Version 22 in Calgary, AB (Hotel & ratesTBA). GoHs: David
Weber, Larry Niven. Canadian GoH: R. Scott Bakker. FanGoH: John Hertz.
MembershipsC$40to April 1. Writeto Calgary SF & Fantasy Society, P.O. Box
20098, Calgary Place RPO, Calgary, AB T2P 4J2; moreinformation at www.con-
version.org.

Aug. 18-20: Anime Evolution, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC. Anime
convention. Guests and memberships: TBA. For more information,

www.animeevolution.com.

Aug 23-27:Worldcon 64/LACon |V at the Hilton Anaheim, Anaheim Marriott and
Anaheim Convention Center, Anaheim, CA. Writer GoH: ConnieWillis, Artist GoH:
James Gurney, FanGoH: Howard Devore, Special Guest: Frankie Thomas.
Reservations: (Hilton) 714-750-4321, (Marriott) 714 -750-8000, rooms$99
single/double. Memberships$175toJuly 1. LACon |V, c/0S.C.1.F.1. Inc., POBox
8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409; email info@laconiv.org, or see www .laconiv.com.

September 2006

Sept. 22-24: Foolscap VI at theBellevue Sheratonin Bellevue, WA. GoH: C.J.
Cherryh. A flat -paper-stuff convention, featuring artshow, dealers’ room,
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programming, abanquet at $26 ahead. Roomrates TBA, about $85/nite; contact
Bellevue Sheraton, 100 112th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98004-5817; tel (425) 455 -

3330; fax (425) 451-2473. Memberships: $45to April 1st, $50 to September 21, $60 at
thedoor to Foolscap, c/o Little Cat Z, POBox 2461, Seattle, WA 98111-2461, or via
PayPal to treasurer@foolscapcon.org; URL www.foolscapcon.org.

Sept. 22-24: Rimcon Victorig "First Annual ScienceFiction Convention”. Guests: To
beannounced [ Should be confirmed by Nov. 15/05]. To be held at the Holiday Inn,
3020 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, tel. (250) 382-4400. Discussion panels, Guest
autographing sessions, DealersHall and Art Show and much more. MEMBERSHIP
RATES: Adult Child* (Must beaccompanied by an adult); until Dec. 31/05, $20.00
$12.00; Jan 06 to May 06 $25.00 $15.00; Jun06 to Sep 06 $30.00 $18.00; At Door -
three days $35.00 $20.00; At Door- Day Passes$20.00 $12.00; * Children5yearsand
under arefreewhen accompanied by an Adult. " Supporting Membership" (?) $9.00
(upgradeableto Attending at therate at thetime of upgrade); "Friend of RimCon"
$50.00. (Payment by Money Order payableto RimCon Victoria. All fundslistedin
Canadian dollars). For moreinformation: go or+lineat: www.rimconvictoria.org, or
inquire by mail to: Registration, RimCon Victoria, PO Box 32108, Victoria, BC V8P
4H0.

October 2006

Oct. ??:VCon 3l at theExecutiveAirport PlazaHotel, Richmond, B.C. GoHs: Writer
GoH TBA7??, ArtGoH, Lynne Taylor Fahnestalk; FanGoH: Randy McCharles. Chair:
Clint Budd. Dealers' Liaison: Greg Slade. MEMBERSHIP RATES??Registrar:
Howard Cherniack, #302- 1330 Graveley Street, Vancouver, BCCANADA V5L 3A2,
tel. (604) 255-0796, email cherns@compuserve.com.

November 2006

Nov. 2-5: World Fantasy Con 2006at the Renaissance Hotel at the Arboretum,
Austin, TX. GoHs: Glen Cook and Dave Duncan, TM: Bradley Denton, Editor GoH:
GlennLord, Artist GoHs: John Jude Palencar, Gary Gianni. Reservations: 9721
Arboretum Blvd., Austin, TX 78759, (512) 343-2626. Memberships TBA??. World
Fantasy, c/o FACT Inc., POBox 27277, Austin, TX 78755, email wfcinfo@fact.org, or
see www.fact.org/wfc2006/

2008

Oct. 30—Nov. 3: World Fantasy Convention 2008, Hotel TBA, Calgary, AB. Guests
and memberships: TBA. For more information...
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YEAH, T
BROUGHT
THE STUFF,
YOU BRING
THE MONEYT

New BCSFA member: Dale McGladdery (signed up Dec. 2, 2005 at FANS)

IAIN BANKS had aletter inNew Scientist *Symbolically, reason hasalready
triumphed in the debate over intelligent design. Thefaith-based sidehasshiftedfrom
using theterm"creationism" tousing "intelligent design". Sotheir argument h &s...
evolved.' [GW]

Ansible 221, Dec. 05

The Self Appointed Fannish Elite

“ We know something you don’t know”

GARTH GOES INDEPENDENT

Garth Spencer proposesto found anew SF club, to be provisionally titled The
S.A.F.E. (Sdlf-Appointed Fannish Elite). Theprimary criterionfor selecting S.A.F.E.
membersisoriginality: coming up withnewideas, about science and SF and public-
interest i ssues. Secondary criteriaincludethinkingthingsthrough, scepticism, humour,
impudence, impertinence, disrespect for authority, disbelief inreality, and asenseof
theabsurd. Also we pledge no allegianceto political, religious, economic, sportsor
artistic movements.

S.A.F.E.disavowsany affiliationtoMENSA, BCSFA, TheRoyal SwissNavy, or
the Legion of Dynamic Discord™.

People can contact Garth about thisat P.O. Box 15335, V.M.P.O., Vancouver, BC
CANADA V6B 5B1, tel. (604) 325-7314, email gart hspencer @haw. ca.

| hope someone can suggest a better name, to start with.

For VCon Dealers (past and present)

Greg Slade writes:

"I am now the Dealer Liaison for VCON 31. Clint Budd promisesthat thiswill be
the most heavily -promoted VCON yet, and | havemy ownevil plansfor increasingthe
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trafficinthe Dealers' Room. At the moment, the hotel for VCON 31 hasnot yet been
finalised, although the best offer that hasbeen tendered so far isby the Executive
Airport in Richmond, where we held VCON 30.

"Wherever weend up, | would liketofill the Dealers' Room with all you
wonderful people, and more besides, so that the Deal ers' Room becomes so well
known as*the* placeto get fannish stuff that peoplewill comeout totheconjustto
get into the Dealers' Room. (Well, | can dream, can't |?)

"Specifically, I'd liketotry to find somebody who sel I sstuff like T -shirts NASA
mission patches, caps, and other SF/fantasy/spacerel ated apparel. (Why?Becausel
want to have some fannish stuff towear to consand | can't sew ast... | mean, "toadd
morevariety tothe DealersRoommorediverse." Y eah, that'sit. That'stheticket...) So
if any of you know somebody who dealsin that sort of stuff, please put themintouch
with me.

"I haveafew other evil plansup my sleevetoincreasethediversity of productin
the Dealers' Room, soif you areplanning to deal at VCON 31, pleaselet meknow as
soonasyou can, and givemeapreécisof thetype of goodsyou plantobring, sowecan
putitontotheVCON web site(and so | cantry to ensurethat no onetype of product
ends up dominating theroom), and al so please send mealogo, 120 pixelswide, and
preferably somewherefrom 30to 90 pixelshigh, for useontheweb site. (I have
software which canimport most graphic formats, but if you want meto keep my
grubby mittsoff your pixels, you should send me somethingin .jpeg or .gif, because
that's what we use on the web site.)

"I'd alsoliketo continuethe experiment westarted at V CON 29, of having pro
guestssign autographsinthe Dealers' Room, only I'dliketo have several authors
scheduled at atime, so they can keep one another company in between clusters of
autograph hounds.

"Andfinally, thisisaone-timemailing. FutureDealersUpdateswill only besent
tothosewhoindicate someinterest indealing at V CON 31. Asguestsareconfirmed, |
will includethat newsin future Deal ers U pdates so that those of youwho arethinking
about coming can make stock decisions.

Greg "Grga" Slade, grga @bluebottle.com, Nov. 26, 2005
VCON 31 Dealer Liaison

((Thereisstill some question whether all the dealersadvertisingintheVVCon 30

book have paid for their ads. -GS))

FESTIVAL OF DELUSIONS?

Issomeone putting wordsin Paul Hellyer’ smouth? Or are Paul Hellyer, aformer
Canadian Defence minister, and ahost of other parties entering adelusional belief
system?

First my correspondent TarasWolansky provided thefollowing, and then my
correspondent Reptoid added another article, which follows later ...
http://news.yahoo.com/s/prweb/20051124/bs prweb/prweb314382_ 1

16

Former Canadian Minister Of Defence Asks Canadian
Parliament Asked To Hold HearingsOn RelationsWith

Alien "Et" Civilizations

OTTAWA, CANADA (PRWEB) November 24, 2005
—A former Canadian Minister of Defenceand Deputy
PrimeMinister under Pierre Trudeau hasjoined forces
with three Non-governmental organizationstoask the
Parliament of Canadato hold public hearingson
Exopolitics—relations with “ETs.”

By “ETs,” Mr. Hellyer and these organi zations
mean ethical, advanced extraterrestrial civilizationsthat
may now be visiting Earth.

On September 25, 2005, in astartling speech at
the University of Toronto that caught the attention of mainstream newspapersand
magazines, Paul Hellyer, Canada’ sDefence Minister from 1963-67 under Nobe Peace
Prize Laureate PrimeMinister L ester Pearson, publicly stated: "UFOs, areasreal as
the airplanes that fly over your head."”

Mr. Hellyer went onto say, "'I'm so concerned about what the consequences might
beo f starting anintergalactic war, that | just think | had to say something." ...”

Theforegoing story comeswith someinformation links: Canadian Exopolitics
Initiative : i

Click hereto sendyour letter tothe Parliament of Canadarequesting public*ET”
Hearings
http://exopolitics.blogs.com/star_dreams initiative/2005/10/the senate of _c.html

CONTACT NOW: Toronto, Canada: Victor Viggiani, Exopolitics Toronto
Symposium Tel: 905-278-5628 : iti

Winnipeg, Canada: Randy Kitchur Tel: 204-582-4424

Washington, D.C.: Dr. Steven Greer, TheDisclosure Project Tel: (540) 456-8302
(Office) http://www.disclosureproject.org

Vancouver, Canada: Alfred Lambremont Webre, JD, Med; | CIS-Institute for
Cooperation in Space Tel: 604-733-8134 http://www.peaceinspace.net

ICIS Alfred Webre 604-733-8134 E-mail Information

Forwarded by Taras Wolansky, Nov. 28, 2005

From: "I CIS-Institute for Cooperation in Space'" <peace@peaceinspace.org>
http://exopolitics.blogs.com/exopolitics/2005/12/2006_exopolitic.html

“STEPHEN BAXTER wasthefirst to receivethe Oxford University SF Group award
for “best SpeculativeFictionnovel publishedin paperback inthe preceding academic
year'. Infact hewasslightly bemused tolearninlate November that * Coalescent
actually wonlast May, but the person who was supposed to e -mail youatthetimeand
inviteyouto Oxford never got roundtoit.' That soundslikethe OUSFG | remember.”

Ansible 221, Dec 05
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. - OKAL REL UNIVERSE NEWS
Olkal Rel

L " Book Launch for First Anthology: The book launch for the
- 3* SN first Okal Rel Universe anthology, published by
Anthoregyl ™ Windstorm Creative, was held Dec 7, 2005 in Prince

4 George, at Booksand Company. Anthology authors
Elizabeth Woods, AmandadaSilvaand Sarah Trick read
i fromtheir selections. Out of town authors Rick Hoggarth

Lk gl and Adam Volk wererepresented by theeditors, Virginia
O'Dine and Lynda Williams.

Righteous Anger: Fencer and filmmaker Craig Bowlsby
completed providing hisinput onthe duelling scenesin LyndaWilliams' next novel in
the Okal Rel Universe main series published by Edge.
See http://www.okalrel.org/blog/arc/2005_09_01_arc.html

Lynda Williams, Lynda@okalrel.org, November 30, 2005

L

=

“ROBERT CONQUEST wasone of 14 recipientsof the US Presidential Medal of
Freedom on 9 November—not for hissciencefiction, nor for co-editing the Soedrum
anthol ogieswith Kingsley Amis, nor evenfor hisunbelievably filthy verse sequel to
“Eskimo Nell', but for the detailed expose of Soviet atrocitiesinTheGreat Terror and
other historical works. Ingenrecircles, hismost quoted saying must be theSedrum
epigraph so often echoed in these pages: "S-'snogood,' they bellowtill we'redeaf. /
"But this looks good." — Well then, it's not SF."”

Ansible 221, Dec 05

“BLA -FOO MUMBLE: Irish singer Enya, who hassungin Gaelic and Latin, has
rejected thoselanguagesfor her newest al bum asnot quite ecl ectic enough. Forget
English; that's"alittlebit obtrusive", shesays. Thus, threetrackson her latest album
aresunginLoxian. Not familiar with that tongue?That'sbecauseshemadeitup: it's"a
futuristiclanguagefrom adistant planet," she says. "It seemsto choose el ements at

18

random," saysTerry Dolan, aprofessor of English at University CollegeDublin.' The
resulting "language" has"noform of grammar or word order," Dolan says, which

provides"very limited comprehensibility." (LondonTimes)...Bigded: BobDylanhas
sung in that sort of language for years.
This Is True, Nov. 27, 2005

SUBSCRIPTIONSto"ThisisTrue" arefree athttp://www.thisistrue.comPublished
weekly by ThislsTrue.Inc, PO Box 666, Ridgway CO 81432 USA since 1994 (ISSN
1521-1932). TRUE isavailableto newspapersasaregular feature column. "Thisis
True" is atrademark of ThislsTrue.lnc

ANSIBLE SUBSCRIPTIONS. Toreceive Ansblemonthly viae-mail, send amessage
to ... ansible-request{ at} dcs.gla.ac.uk .. with aSubject linereading: subscribe
(Messagebody textirrelevant.) Please send acorresponding “unsubscribe' toresign
fromthislistif youweary of it or planto change e -addresses. Y ou can al so manage
your subscription details at the following URL —updated August 2004. ny
https://mrl.dcs.gla.ac.uk/mailman/listinfo/ansible

“ASOTHERS SEE US. AnObserver bioscience article'sopening sentenceworkshard
tochill theblood: "Itisaprospect worthy of asciencefiction B-movie maecouples,
women past themenopause, infertile couplesand even celibateclergy producing their
own children.' (13 Nov) Presumably thereporters saw arange of Thog-ratedsf films
that the rest of us missed: Attack of theFertilitoids perhaps, or the epically tacky
struggleagainst alien oppressorsin Ed Wood's Planned Parenthood fromQOuter Space
“Nowadays even Supreme Court nominees attract sfcomparisons: “Ontheother
hand, [Judge] Alito hasthedisadvantage of following John Roberts, whowasjust as
smart but carried himself like abig man on campus: athletic build, quick humor, and
good looks. Compared with Roberts, Alitolooksasif hewereintown for aSar Trek

convention.' (Dana Milbank, Washington Post, 3 Nov) [MMW]"
Ansible 221, Dec 05

ConComCon 2006 room rates and programming

" C-cubed roomrateis $55 - $75 depending on theroom-it would be good to
have more room reservations made so that the hotel feel smore securesincethey are
small and not useto professional conferencesinthislittletown. The number for
reservationsis 1-888-674-3975 or (509) 674-2380.

"Oneupdateto programming that | amvery excited to shareisour "Durmmies
Guideto Publications." | know that none of usare dummiesbut therearetricksand
thingsto consider for publicationsthat werealized that not everyoneknowsso Paul
Carpentier hasagreed to host thispanel for us. It will befull of great informationfor
everyoneeventhosewho themselvesarenotin charge of doing publications.

" Another update to programming will be areview of hospitality-howtoworkin-
between the hotel srul es, the con com expectationsand budget whilestill serving some
great stuff thecon goerswill rave about. Wewill have somerecipesto shareand other
info for all the new hospitality runners to make their lives easier.”

Bobbie Dufault, Nov. 16, 2005
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In Memorandum [sic], Wendy Jackson Hall

“Inthepast, Wendy'snewsl etter Northwest Animationhasbeen posted onthisml.
| had the opportunity to speak with Wendy on acoupl eof occasions. Bright, funny, she
wasenthusiasti c regarding the advent of animecrossing thewater to thiscountry. Her
talent and creativity will be missed.

“Continuing on Wally's post about the passing of Wendy Jackson Hall, the
publication Animation World Network has posted a biography of her career.
http://news.awn.com/index.php?Itype=top& newsitem_no=15426
I've personally have emailed back and forth with Wendy for anumber of years, but
alaswerenever ableto meetin personto shareour mutual lovefor animation. Shewill
bemissed. Thank you Wendy for giving and showing myself and othersthewonders
of animation.”

From: "Wally Garrett Lindsey" wallysama@yahoo.com
Isaac Alexander to nwconleague, Nov. 22/05

Goth House Newsletter: 18 November 2005
"The 24-hour comic: 7 to 9 pm. http://www.gothhouse.org/
"Annotated here: http://www.gothhouse.org/gh_parlour/posts/ghp000008.php
Julie McGalliard, Nov. 18, 2005

Goth House Newsletter: 02 December 2005
“’The Wretched Day’ is complete! Huzzah! http://www.gothhouse.ora/

“Theannotationsarenow doneasacommentary track which you canturn off and
onat will. Try it! It's fun!

Julie McGalliard, 02 December 2005

Making Maps of Registration?

"Here'saneat littletool ontheweb. Thisisawebsitewhereyou can createyour
own map with data. |maginemaking your own map with your convention databaseand
pluggingitintothis. Convention planners could then better plan on how to market
themselves by where their membership comes from.

"http://www.frappr.com/
Isaac Alexander to nwconleague email list, Nov. 24, 2005

AS OTHERS SEE USII.

“TheWired events cal endar for D ecember sumsup the |l ong-running Philcon:
“Thissci-fi fantasy extravaganzain Philly offersFilk music singalongsand adults-only
role playing. It's enough to make Rod Serling roll in hisgrave.' [MMW]”

Ansible 221, Dec 05
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How Long Has This Been Going On?

Sothisguy writesto me out of the blue about Canadian gaming writing:

"A few weeksago | thought it would agreat ideato compileawebsitethat listed
Canada'scontributionto D&D. | amabit of aD& D collector and particularly enjoy
more of t heindependently published material rather thanthe TSR stuff. A littlewhile
ago, | found afew issuesof First Encounter magazinethat spurred meontotry and
find out what other Canadian made D& D itemswereout there. | wasgiven your email
address from David Malinski who thought you might be ableto help me out.

"I know abit about the First Encounter and Delf peoplehaving emailed Eric Hotz.
I waswonderingif you know anything about the other itemsor of any items| do not
have listed? Any ideawherel might beabletofind any of theitemson list?
"(Addendumat Nov. 22/05: " First Encounter washilled asbeing " Canada's Coast
Loast Fantasy & Gaming Magazine" and | am quite amazed that the advertising
actually doesavery good job of covering c oast to coast. Themagazinewaspublished
by Kelly Villemaire but Eric Hotz did some artwork and wrote some articles, John
Frazer wastheeditor. Therewere 8issuesrel eased around 1982-1983.1 haveisues4-
8 that | found lurking around in Hamilton, Ontario.")

"I noticed that you are associated with V-Con aswell. Did V-con ever do any
gaming or wasit mainly Sci Fi oriented?f so do you know what the Tourney modul es
used were or who wrote them, where | could find them etc?

"My list so far is as follows:

"BC: First Encounter Magazine (Canada’'s Coast to Coast Fantasy & Gaming
Magazine) #1, 2, 3, Annual #1 by Kelly Villemaire,

"Delf Games (Burnaby, BC) Lair oftheMedusa, 1982 by Kelly Vilemaireand
John Edwards, artwork was done by Eric Hotz

"RPGameM asters (Burnaby, BC) * Runningthe Game- book * GR1 Guerrilla
Base/Thelnsurrectionist (Sci -Fi Adventuremodul€) by Jeff Mehain* ST1 Keltek:
Servant of Stawitchi (Fantasy Adventuremodule) * ST2? Tower of Stawitchi * In
Search of the Emerald Door - British ColumbiaFestival of Games 1983 Elimination
Dungeon
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"Ontario: In Search of the Living Key, by John Lee. Another tournament
adventure, thisonewasrunintheToronto Games Club's Aug. 1517,1980Dungeons
and Dragons Tournament. 15 loose pages.

"Saskatchewan: TheManor of Lord Alderic of Enroc, Part | (upper levels) by
Kelly Sturch and Dan Hatchen * TheManor of Lord Alderic of Enroc, Part 11 (lower

levels) for Wizard's Challenge in Saskatoon, Sask, 1983.
"Other Canada - Fantasy Factory (CAN) Catapult Run (1984)”
Mark Petrick, mdtpetri @cs.uwaterloo.ca, Nov. 22, 05
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{Star Trek in Finnish with Klingon subtiles)

Finnish Star Trek Parody (with Klingon Subtitles)

"Hi all, hereisthelink to the Finnish (w/ English subs) Star Trek parody film:
http://www-fi3.starwreck.com/download.php

"TheKIlingon subtitlesmust be added by hand, unfortunately. Hereisthelink to
the Klingon subtitles: http://www-

fi3.starwreck.com/media/switp/fansubs/star_wreck_in_the_pirkinning_subtitles_klingo

n-tlh.srt

"Towatchthemovie, you MUST havethe Xvid codecinstalled. Hereisthelink
for the Xvid codec: http://www.xvidmovies.com/codec/

"Or, you could search for "K oepi's MegaCodec" which containsevery possible
video/audio codec (andtheir respective players) you could ever need. And about two
dozen you might need, but didn’t know it.

Peter (vurk@earthlink.net) to sfnorthwest, Nov. 22/05

THOG'S MASTERCLASS

PrestidigitationDept (or, Y ogaExercise#42). "AsMorgan sat in another chair
beside him, Duncan rolled hishead in Morgan's direction and looked at him
searchingly, folding hishandsand tapping joined forefingersagainst hischeek ashe
rested hiselbowsonthe chair arms.' (Katherine Kurtz, TheBishop'sHeir, 1984)
[TMcD]
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Method Acting Dept. "M ay furrowed her brow. Her pupils
jittered sideto side, asif her frontal |obeswere doing heavy
lifting. Her gazewas sointense, it looked like her skull could
blow up inapuff of hot steam at any moment. Then her facelit
upwithadivineepiphany.' (both Greg Vilk, Golem, 2005) [PB]

JUST TO BE A GOOF
“US author lauds suicide bombers”

"(19 Nov. 05) Oneof the greatest living USwriters has
praisedterroristsas"very brave people" and used drug culture
slangto describethe"amazing high" suicide bombersmust feel
before blowing themselves up.

"Kurt Vonnegut, author of the 1969 anti-war classic
Slaughterhouse Five, madethe provocativeremarksduring an
interview in New Y ork for hisnew book, Man Without a
Country, acollection of writingscritical of USPresident GeorgeW. Bush. Vonnegut,
83, hasb een astrong opponent of Mr Bush and the US-edwarinlrag, butuntil now
has stopped short of defending terrorism. ...

Christina Carr

(c) TheAustralian
David Nason, New York correspondent
Forwarded by Taras Wolansky, Nov. 21, 2005

HUNDREDS
OF PEOPLE
FIE EVEEY AT

ANEP THEYT'EE
DELCISUS.

Where the De Camps' Library Went

"Half-Price Books, thewell-known used/remainder chain, has purchased the
library of science fiction author L. Sprague de Camp.

" Sprague de Camp and hiswife Catherine both passed away in 2000. They had
residedin Plano, Texassince 1989. Both werewr itersand editors, especially inthe
sciencefictionfield, although he al so wrote semi -popular historiesof engineeringand
technology.

"ThedeCamplibrary isnow onsale (volumespricedindividually) at the Half-
Pricemain storeon Northwest Highway in Dallas. Thecollectionincludescopiesof
most of de Camp'sworks, aswell as many volumesfrom the Golden Age of science
fiction, including inscribed books from Asimov, Leiber, etc. Alsoincluded are
numerousvolumes (first and early editions) of E.R. Burroughs, Lord Dunsany, and

P.G. Wodehouse.
Bill Burns to Timebinders email list, Nov. 13, 2005



23

Remember that foolish “V” miniseries?

MEDIA FILE

Media File, January 2006: “ All Quiet on the Media Front”

Yes, it's Christmas-timeinthemediaworld, and with the networks showing
dant;]i ng snowmen, there’ snot much going on until theM onday after deadline. Sobear
with me.

Two of the new American sci-fi seriesare history. The ABC remake of Night
Salker bitthedustin mid -November inits Thursday-night suicidetime-dotandhas
been replaced with moviesuntil the New Y ear. CBS' sThresholddidn’tdomuch better
(despite glowing reviews) inits Tuesday-night time-dotandhasbeenreplacedwiththe
reality seriesThe Amazing Race: Family Editionfor the foreseeablefuture. The other
showsaredoing abit better. However, it stoo early in the seasonto seeif they’ |l be
around for next year.

Asfor everything el se, themundanesaretakingit over. If Global onceagain pre-
emptsasci-fi seriesfor aBilly Graham crusade (they’ ve been doing thissince 1970),
Il stand infront of him (or hisson, who hastaken over by thetimeyoureadthis),
jump up and down three times, roll a head of cabbage, and giggle.

Spaceisn’t doing much better. OK, | admit “WaldVision” isagresat tax write-off
tofill atime-slot on the very lowrated Christmastransmissionday. However, thelast
thing even adie-hard mundanewantsto seeisastarving childinthearmsof Megan
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Fellows (who replaced William Shatner, an disnow getting to beabout thesizeof him)
whenthey’ vejust eaten aholiday meal that could havefed thewholevillage she's
standingin. So | say, since Christmas Day showswill never get ratingsyou want
(unlessthewhol e country becomesentirely non -Christian), why not put onsomething
for thefew sci-fi fanswholivehereat Christmas? What I’ m sayingistalk to someone
like West-Jet Airlinesand then bring back the“Killer B” moviefestival for Christmas
and Boxing Day, and don't forget to start it withThe Rocky Horror Picture Show at
11:00 PM (Eastern), Christmas Eve.

Over in the UK, aDoctor Who special aired aspart of the“ Childrenin Need”
night on BBC1 on 18 November 2005, starring the Tenth Doctor (David Tennant) and
his companion Rose Tyler (BilliePiper) inamini-adventure. Canadian seriesfans
don’t havetoworry about missingit becauseit airspart of the“ ChristmasInvasion”
episodethat will air onthe CBC on 26 December 2005. It’ svery likely that the other
mini-adventure, titled “ A ttack of the Graske,” will after air “ Christmas Invasion” on
CBCDigital (Pleasetapeit for me, Steve40!) that will introduce abrand-new villain
to the Doctor Who universe.

The Doctor Who episode written by actor and seriesfan Stephen Fry may be
moved to season threeduetolarge production costs. Thestory dealt with“ anhistorical
figurewhoisn'tall that they seem...” It soundsquitegood andif it’ smovedto season
three |I'm sure it’ll be worth the wait.

The BBC hasreleased i nformation on theDoctor Who spin-off seriesTordwood
Seriesproducer Russell T. Davies (who al so makes Doctor Who) said “it will bea
dark, clever, wild, sexy, British, crime/sci-fi, paranoid, thriller, cop show with asense
of humor —TheXFiles meetsThisLife” Still noword if the CBC will pick up the new
seriesyet. However, itwon't be hitting theair in Britain until October, sowegot lots
of time to wait.

Sorry about going not going on that rant | told you about | ast i ssue. Maybe you
can read it this time next year.

(update, Dec. 9, 2005)

It looks like classicDoctor Who will start airing on BBC Americaon Monday,
Oct. 2, 2006, with a new series starting on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2005.

ABC haspulledthe plug ontheremake asof November 17. Theserieshasbeen
getting very low ratingsagainst CBS's CSI, NBC's The Apprenticeand Fox'sOC,
dippinginitslast week tojust under 4 million viewerswith 1.4/3millioninthe 18-49
age group.

ABC will replace the November 17 episode with an extendedPrimetime Live
while holiday specialswill fill the rest of the dates until the New Y ear.

Ray Seredin, BCSFA list, Nov. 15, 2005
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So what Kind of benelits
de you quys get ?

BOOK REVIEWS

by Donna McMahon

Perfect Circle, Sean Stewart (Small Beer Press, 04)
Going Postal, Terry Pratchett (Corgi, 04)
Touched By Venom, Janine Cross (Roc, Nov/05)

Perfect Circle, Sean Stewart (Small Beer Press, 04)

| have been remissin not previously reviewing Perfect Circle, the most recent
novel by peripatetic (Edmonton-V ancouver-California-Texas) writer Sean Stewart.
Thishas nothingtodowiththequality of thebook and everythingtodowithit having
slid underneath astack of detritusin my office, only to berediscovered monthslater.
(New Y ear'sresolution: clean office.) Nonethel ess, it'sworth avery latereview, since
this is a hell of a book.

Perfect Circlewasnominated for the World Fantasy Award and the Nebula.
Everybody whorevieweditlovedit, from L ocustothe Washington Post. It featuresa
contemporary setting, stylish prose, and deep issuesthat, if they aren'importantto
America, ought to be. Sowhy hasn'tit sold agazillion copies? Damnif | know.

Atfirst glance, peoplemight be excused for thinking that William Kennedy's
nickname, "Dead," refersto hisdead end life or deadbeat habits. He'sdivorced,
swelteringinascummy Houston apartment, failing to pay child support, and hasjust
beenfiredfromhislatest McJob for giving extremeattitudeto an obnoxious customer.
He can't get over his exwife and he can't get his life together.
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Under these circumstances, thefact that he can see dead peopleisadecidedly
minor inconvenience. Thatis, until adead girl leadshiminto anear fatal encounter
with her murderer and Kennedy'sodd ability becomesnews. Now everybody intown
who doesn't think he's crazy wantsto hirehimtofind ghosts, and Kennedy isafraidit
will ruin what's left of hislife.

Perfect Circleisabout | ots of things. It'sabout gender rolesand classinavividly
drawn modern Texas. It's about ownershi p—of people, money and guns-and about
pride, guilt and rage. It'sasearing snapshot of "normal” lifeinaworking classsuburb
of Americawherethe dead people seem alot morefunctional thantheliving ones.

It'salsoagoodstory, withafunny, likeabl e protagoni st whowefind oursdves
rooting for despite hisblatant flaws. Finally, pop culturemavenswill get akick out of
the contemporary music references (all of which werelost on me, but what the heck).

Thisisareal rarity—anintelligent, sensitive and entertai ning novel aboutwhatit
meanstobemale. | think it will speak most strongly to men, but it should appeal to
many readers, mainstream as well as genre.

* k* % %

Going Postal, Terry Pratchett (Corgi, 04)

I haven't read many of Terry Pratchett's books, so | came toGoingPogal without
any background on Discworld and itsinhabitants, and I'm pleased to say that | didn't
needit. Thisnovel standsperfectly well onitsown asthetaleof aconmangivena
choice between hanging from hisneck until dead or running theutterly moribund post
office of Ankh -Morpork.

Deathisabout theonly incentivethat could get Moist von Lipwig (or anybody
else) to consider thejob of postmaster. To beginwith, the monumental post office
building iscrammed with guano-encrusted | etters that haven'tbeenddivered sincethe
postal service collapsed decades before. In the meantime, modern technol ogy has
bypassed them. The"clacks", run by the Grand Trunk Semaphore Company, can
deliver amessagefar faster than any horse could possibly run with abag of mail.

Oh, and then there'sthefate of thelast few post masterswho all met with swift
and fatal accidentsinthe bowelsof the building. Fortunately, von Lipwig'sformer
career asacon artist has polished hisskillsin areas such asthinking on hisfeet,
convincing peopleto believe theimprobabl e, and evading retributi on—dl abiliieshe
will need in abundance.

The correct word for anovel likethisis"romp." It'san amusing read with
eccentric characters and a plot that gathers mome ntum asvon Lipwig keeps
impulsively raising the stakes. The quirky settingisfun, too, along with theironic
wordplay.

Pratchettisableto sustain hisover-the-topjokeright totheend by makingvon
Lipwigacharming character, reluctantly sliding towardsredemption. Thisisagood
rainy day book for pretty much anybody.

* * * %
Touched By Venom, Janine Cross (Tor, Nov/05)

Thereisoneenormousadvantagein being an occasional and usually unpaid book
reviewer. | don't havetoreview books| don't likeor don't think haveany merit. | don't
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even haveto read them—I canjust sampleafew chaptersand thentossthem onthe
discard heap, rather than wasting a preciousfraction of my life wading through
something | can't stand. Regular paid reviewersdon't havethat choice, soit'sno
wonder they tend to become cantankerous.

At any ratethat'smy theory about the scathing Kirkusreview of Touched By
Venomfrom North Vancouver writer Janine Cross. Kirkustrashed the book as
"wretched drivel", whichisaharsh condemnation for afirst novel. Now, | don't
usually read other reviews, | et alone quotethem, but when | heard about this| became
intrigued because something seemed to have hit aparticularly sore spot with the
Kirkus reviewer (and others).

Touched By Venomiscertainly unusual . Thissagaof agirl brought upin poverty
inasociety that worshipsdragons, isabit likethe Dragon Riders of Pern set amid the
untouchables in the rankest slums of Calcutta.

At thestart of thebook, Zarq Darquel isnine, and doesn't understand why her
mother isan outcast, or her beautiful sister issoldinto sexual slavery, or why it'ssuch
abad thing to be ahal f-breed Djimbi. Nonethel ess, when her mother fleesthe pottery
clan, shediscoversthat life can bemuch, muchworse. Firstthey liveintheZoneof the
Dead with peoplewho tend corpses, then they join the Dragon Convent of Tieron,
whereasmall group of desperately poor women carefor old dragons. Theresheis
drawninto theritesand taboos surroundinghighly addictivedragonvenom, andbegins
dreaming of revolution.

Ontheplusside, | thought thisbook wasreasonably well written. Thestory keeps
moving, and thesettingisexceptionally vivid. Crosshasobviously spent considerable
time and thought mapping out thehierarchiesinher society, andtheway inwhichthey
all ultimately hinge on dragon worship. Thisisone macabreworld, too, steaming and
pustulatingwithlifeand death. There'safair bit of theother kind of steaminessaswell
—and whether it'serotic or icky issimply amatter of taste. Personally, | didn'thavea
problemwiththe"bestiality" (doesit count if the beast ispurely fantasy?) thoughit's
pretty clear that some reviewers did.

Nobody will accusethis Fantasy writer of romanticizingsubsistenceliving. It'sall
there—leeches, bugs, malnutrition, vomiting, exhaustion, mud and misery.
Unfortunately what'snot thereisthe other side. These peopleseemlargely devoid of
companionship, humour, fun, and kindness. I'd arguethat it makes them lessthan
realistic. It certainly makes them less than compelling to read about.

Thisisan unremittingly grim story inwhich the protagonist, unfortunately, does
not movetheplot. Sinceshe'sonly achildfor thefirst two thirds of thenovd, thisis
understandable, but theresultisanarrativeinwhich oneterriblething happensto her,
then another worse one, then another still worse one, etc.

Moreover, | never developed any empathy for young Zarg. | didn't find her an
appealing orvery interesting person, nor evenall that realistic. And having persevered
totheend, | discovered that the book isanything but astand-aonenove. Itmightas
well conclude with the words "to be continued.”

None of thisexplainsthelevel of vitriolinthereviews, however. SoI'll point out
some things that struck me about Touched By Venom.

First, whilethereiscertainly agreat deal of violenceinthisbook, it'snot the sort
of violencethat isgenerally foundin Fantasy novels. Apparently it'sOK towriteabout
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disembowel mentswith swordsand warsthat kill thousands of people, but readersare
not ready for more mundane and realistic sorts of brutality—thecircumcision of the
femal e protagonist standsout in particul ar. L ots of Fantasy n ovesfesturewomenwho
arebeaten, raped and soldinto slavery and poor peoplewho areexploited or starved,

but not with thislevel of detail. Nor can | remember any other protagonist whois
consistently so powerlessfor anentirenovel. It makesadisturbing and very
uncomfortable read.

There'sablatant feminist messagehere, too, inthesuffering of thewomeninthis
misogynisticsociety, andit'strowelled onthick, but, hey, Margaret Atwood diditinA
Handmaid's Taleand that was applauded asliterature. So | beganwonderingif there
wasn't abit of adouble standard here. Men have written plenty of SF/F novels
featuring graphic violence and heavy-handed political messageswithout seemingto
arousethiskind of criticismfromreviewers. | sthisash oeonfoot thing? Andarewe
all so accustomed to certain sexist tropesinthegenrethat we don't even notice any
more?

| findit hardto guesshow thisnovel will sell. It'scertainly generating lots of
controversy inblogland, whichisprobably helpful. But readerswho pick itup at a
storeon thebasisof acover and title that suggest a bodi ce-ippingdragonfantasy,are
liable to be shocked and disappointed.

Still, | wasimpressed by theworldbuilding, and Cross'sattempt to portray poor
and exploited charactersin an unusually vivid way while dealing with real human
themes. Trivial, exploitive entertainment likeaGor novel isdrivel. Touched By Venom
isaflawed first novel.

JERRY! JERRY !
LET ME INTO

gt e wiran
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MOVIE REVIEW
(Serenity)

By Ryan Hawe

So here's how it was.

U sad to be, the same guy who decided to turn modern dark fantasy onitsear with
Buffy theVampire Sayer then decided totell aWestern-type story against a space
backdrop. Now, such had beentried before, but mostly in the superficial sense of
cowboy hats and desert shootouts. Our man Joss, hewent intotherootsof thefrontier-
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fiction phenomenon, and gaveviewersaHan Solo type (yes, astrong manwritten by
the Joss) who was on the losing side of acivil war, and the oddball crew of a
ramshacklefreighter asit pliesthefringeworldstrying to stay out of trouble-dffidd
or otherwise. Therewere cowsand bordellos, true, but also fancy balls, urbanized
worlds, and a Sino-American col onization effort that |ed to amerged language of sorts
by 2510. Or at least, an English that had much Mandarin swearinginit.

Then Fox Broadcasting got ahold of it, and even though this'verse of Joss' had
legalized prostitution (and acourtesan asacore cast member), they just didn't know
what to dowith the show. Most infamously, they broadcast the second episode (a
simpletrainjob) first and thepilot last. Only 10 of thethirteen episodeswereever
shown. And so it might have gonetheway of alot of "too smart for the networks"
television, but a funny thing happened.

Theolder Trek fans, thosewho remember whentheir sagawasn't even 79 cansof
syndication, will know what I'mtalking about. Thefew, the proud, thefen, they would
not let thisshow simply diealone. They rallied, they organized, they gained converts
with each group-party viewing. Then camethe DV D rel ease, and Joss served up some
good fixingsonthat one (including the missing epi sodesand afolksong that needsno
explanation). Thesaleson that werestrong enough to convincethe Powersthat Be at
MCA Universal to give Jossashot at resolving some plot threadsinamovie. Not a
big-budget movie, assciencefictionfilmstendto go, but aswe'velearned inthe past
few years, it's not so much the money as what you do with it.

And that'swhere |l comein, totell you all about how that turned out.

Both truefansand new viewersalike should befairly well pleased by thislittle
film, there'sanice beginning flashback to eventsbeforethe seriespilot which helpto
set everyonestraight asto howwe got here, and ajob-that -doesn't -go-according-to-
the-gorram-plan to givethefans some action and the new folk someinsight intowho
these peopleareand what they do. When Capt. Mal colm Reynoldsand hiscrew barely
escapefrom the Reavers (cannibalistic spacerai ding-typeswho combinetheworst
featuresof Uruksand the Sabbat vamps), ship'sdoctor and rel uctant passenger Simon
decideshe'shad enough, and he'sgoing to take hissister River of f Serenity. Couldnt
have picked aworsetimefor it, though, astheAlliancehasonceagain setitssightson
getting River contained again, and thistimethey've sent an Operative of perfect skill
and perfect belief out to see it done.

Beforeit'sall through, our band of folks-out-to-make-a-living will find
themselvesup against all themight of the Alliance, aswell afleet of Reaversthat stand
betweenthem and alost planet that may hold thekey to unlocking River'sgifts.

Oh, and sad to say, the Shepard dies. | kind of had afeeling about that one, asRon
Glasshadn't appeared in much promotional material for thefilm. I'm more surprised
that one of the core crew al so doesn't makeit through themovie, and no, I'mnot telling
you whom.

Something some of us Jossfanswere curiousabout al so getsan answer h ere
Reaversdon't turnto dust whenyoukill them. That said, watching River plow through
a bunch of them still made me think "Slayer genes", anyway.

That'sreally my oneniggleabout thisfilm (well, that and thefact that Inara
doesn't have as much todo asshedidintheseries). Jossisagood writer, athird -
generation scriptwriter, who'smade hismark by taking variousgenresand playing
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withtheir conventions. | can see, though, why some of hisdetractorsfeel that he's
developed hisownclic hé, the"Onegirl inall theworld" with super-srengthandkill.

Soitwaswith Buffy Summers, soitiswith River Tam. It probably doesn't help his
casethat healso hasinherited afew strong femal e charactersin other projects(Ellen
Ripley inAlien: Resurrection, soon Wonder Woman), though it'stoo soon to say Joss
issetin hisways. And hehasastrong maninMalcolm. Deeply wounded though he
may havebeenfor all the seriesand agood chunk of thefilm, whenthelightsgo out,

he doesn't back down fromdoingwhat'sright. Intheend, "River theReaver Slayer", as
much asit may feel tofansof theJosslikewe'veseen all this. All inall, if you haven't
seenthisfilm, you'remissing out onagoodyarn. It'sasimpletale, but not aformulaic
one, and it's powerfully told.

UNCLASSIFIABLE

COMETOFRED ! every Friday at 7 p.m. at Denny's Restaurant on Davie Street at
Thurlow, Vancouver, BC.

METROTOWN WRITER'SGROUPisopen to new members. Meetingsare held
twiceamonth at the Metrotown library, o n Thursdaysfrom 7to 9 p.m. For information

call Ken, 604-876-5751 email ktran@vcn.bc.ca

Need skillsand experience your businessjust doesn't have? Consult CAPRICORN
MULTITECH. Contact Chris Sturges, either by email or by phone (604) 762-0059.

THERICHMOND WRITERSGROUP meetsevery second and fourth Tuesday of
themonth, 7:00 p.m. t09:15 p.m., at the Richmond Arts Centre, 7700 Minoru Gate. E-
mail or phone Bill Marles at bmarless3@yahoo.com or (604) 277 -6775, or go to
http://groups.msn.com/richmondwriters/

Why You Got This:

__Youareamember. _You are anon-member.

__You'vegotthebeat. __You've got the groove.

__Youknow why the caged bird sings.

__What, you'recomplaining?__ | want to bear your children!

__You'resofannish, it'sscary!__You' reamean motor-scooter and arowdy
Roto-Rooter! Yow!



