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Notes from the S’harien

By Don and Lisa T icGovern

This is the first of many articles we hope to submit to the BCSFAzine
Other S’harien members might write them, but they will come!

We are sure you are all aware S’harien members have put in a bid for V(
24. We hope for your support and will certainly be picking some BCSF
members’ brains for advice on just how to do (or not to do) all this! Hop:
fully, we haven't bitten off more than we can chew! ThankegShewchuk,
Doe Pairier, Steve 40, and David Langtryfor helping us get this show on
the road. We are looking to put on a great con. The latest up@a@rispin
has agreed to be our literary GOH. She is bringing her significanMittrexel
Capobiancg also a Science Fiction writer. The con will take place (pendin
acceptance of our bid) May 21-23, 1999 at the Surrey Inn.

Other news: We are working to get our entire executive to join BCSF/
as we would like to see more interactions between the two clubs. For the s
of clarity between us, the S’harien is no®a@ence Fiction/Fantasy Social
Club. We may use titles like Captain and Section Chiefs, but that is mair
for story purposes. And to géteve 40s goat!!! (If you want to know about
the story, you have to join the club or buy kronicles of the S’harien.
The Neutral Zone Journal - the bi-monthly club journal, is available for $3.
If there is interest we can bring Journals to FRED)

One last note. We would like to take this opportunity to invite an

BCSFA member to S’harien events. The next major event is a club social
July 28", It will be a S’harien Murder Mystery and we need to know by Jul
4" whether you will be coming aBammy and Lisa are writing the murder
mystery. Call Lisa @ 931-1241 or email to dmcgover@direct.ca . After th
the next event is The Battle of the Starships. This is a wacky Olympics wh
teams compete against each other in strange events i.e. Frisbee tossing,
corn run, etc. The winning team gets prizes and the trophy. It takes pl
Sunday, August 23 at 11 a.m. in Central Park. Get a team together and
us!

Catch you next month!

fa)

Press
Release:

The National Science Fiction
and Fantasy Society held a very suc-
cessful fund-raising auction on June
7 1998 at Ad Astra in Toronto.

The SF crowd is reputed to be

a bawdy bunch and they certainly
lived up to expectation at this event.

POCO PLACE MALL, Among the many auction highlights
18, 275 5 LOUGHEED Hwy’ was a large wooden bas-relief depict-

ing a scene of orgiastic decadence,

PORT COQUlTLAM, BC v‘}B this untitled work was the object of

0 much frenzied bidding and was even-
10% off for WCSFA members tually knocked down at $200. The




Letters To The Editor 3

Fat Puppy Press

Fat Puppy Press is pleased to
announce that it now carries a line of
fine science fiction/fantasy art CDs
(very high quality “clipart”) with im-
ages from some of the best artists in
the world. Inexpensive, they make
great gifts, art resources, and aids in
contacting other artists. For complete
information about these CDs, please2.
contact us.

The art CDs now handled by Fat
Puppy Press are unique. They make
great gifts (even... or especially... to
one’s self), valuable art resources, and
can aid in contacting artists if you
might wish to purchase their artwork
(either originals or prints). Theartcan  win, Monika Livingstone, Julia
be used to make one-of-a-kind fantas- Lacquement, and David Martin.
tic stationery and greeting cards, liven3. DRAGONS & DINOSAURS —
up letters to other artists or fans, dress A “theme” art CD with 1000 im- $10.00 per CD ($12.00 for overs
up calendars, or... well, you get the
idea.

The art on these CDs, while
called “clipart,” is in reality very high
quality art in color and B&W by some
of the best-known, award-winning
professional and fan artists in, quite
literally, the world. The CDs are Win
95, Win 3.1, and Mac compatible.

There are six CDs available
now, with four more due out in the
next year. They are:

high -quality color and B&W im-
ages from artists such as George
Barr, Monika Livingstone, Donna ~ Warren, and Dale Ziemianski.
Barr, Gary Davis and more. This 5. SCI-FI & FANTASY 2000: THE
CD treats sex in a light, fun, and
uninhibitedly erotic way. (You
must, of course, be over 21 to pur-
chase this CD.)

SCI-FI & FANTASY
CLIPART: ATLANTIS TO
THE STARS — A “generic” sf/
fantasy art CD with 1000 images
by 33 American and Canadian6.
artists, including Alicia Austin,
George Barr, Alan M. Clark,
Steve Gallacci, Michael Good-

other "generic
1000 images by 46 artists from

Alan M. Clark, Gary Davis, Ja

H.R van Dongen.
ATLANTIS TO THE STARS

bored with this screensaver.

Ferrari, Cora Lee Healy, Randy and mail it to 621 East “F” Stre

and Dixie Walker.

4. ROCKETS & ROBOTS — An-  please do not hesitate to contact

Canada, Germany, and England,10pm Pacific Coast Time.

1. FEVERED DREAMS: EROTIC including Frank Kelly Freas, Jon Qustafson
FANTASY ART — This is the George Barr, Gail Butler, Lynne Fal Puppy Press
first title to be produced by Fat  Taylor Fahnestalk, Kelly Budd-fTiefTiabon

Puppy Press. It contains over 200 Faltermayer, Bob Hobbs, Ross

STARS AND BEYOND — An- 4 / f
" sf art CD Withm ove prices are for

SCREENSAVER— 250+ images
in full color by 31 different artists,
set up in seven different categorigsy. qsurer
It will be almost impossible to get

“Tarkas” Hoar, April Lee, Ellisa Moscow, ID 83843 USA. Allow

Mitchell, Ingrid Neilson, Diana about 2 weeks for delivery in the US,
Harlan Stein, H.R. van Dongen, about three weeks outside the US.e BCSFA Com Rep.,
If you have any questions, Keeper of FRED,

<donnall rnc:t\mal\<>n(@suns!\ine.nef‘=

Mathis, Jean-Pierre Normana\CSFAMevsersiis
George W. Todd Ill, William R.New

$26.00
New Family ~ $32.00
Renewal $25.00

Family (2 Votes) ~ $31.00

renewals and includes
trggbscripiion to BCSFAZine.

US, Canada, and Germany, inclugike checks payable fo
ing Alicia Austin, Gabriele Berndtywcsra ((West Coast

elsdence Fiction Assodiation)

Lissanne Lake, Mark Roland, and

WCSFA Executive
e President

Lisa Gemino
e Vice President
Palle Hoffstein

Doe Poirier
e Secratary

The price is an incredibly low R. Graeme Cameron

eadrchivist

ages by 65 artists, including orders), and that price includes first R.’GroemeComeron
Kevin Brockschmidt, David class mailing! Make out your checkEdifor
Cherry, Gary Davis, Mark or money order to Fat Puppy Pre.s%/\e

John C.H. Wong
mbers at Large:
Dawna Read
David Langtry
Steve Forty

et,

me/-Con Ambassador

other “theme” art CD with 1000 either by phone or e-mail. My phone for Life
images by 71 artists from the US,number is (208) 882-3672, 8am

to Steve Forly (5.40)
e \/-Con 24 Rep

ContriBuTion CREDITS
BCSFA Logo
Tim Hammell

vintage fanzin&Veird Tails contain- Canadian SF&F and to promote Glickson, Mici Gold, Mike Green
ing soft-core slash fiction from such SF&F in Canada. Ed Greenwood Peter Halasz Janet
‘sedate’ luminaries as Robert Runte, The auction was such a hit thatHetherington,Nalo Hopkinson,
Lorna Toolis andiane Walton was ‘The Society’ has been asked to re-Tanya Huff, Don Hutchison, Cath
also a ‘hot’ item. peat it later this year at Con*Cept inJackel, Hope Leibowitz, Mark
We have neither space nor timeMontreal. We look forward to see- Lefebvre, Charles de Lint, Sall
to list all the wonderful lots donated ing you there. McBride, Shirley Meier,Jean-
for auction but ‘The Society’ would Donors, volunteers and eventPierre Normand, On Spec, Parse
like to thank everyone for their gener-staff included: Raymond Alexan- MagasineJim Pattison, Lloyd and
ous donations. In addition we would der, James Armstrong Ad Astra, Yvonne PenneyRobert J. Sawyer,
like to acknowledge the hard work of John Anderson Bakka Books, Edo Sci-Fi World, Donald Simmons
our volunteers and auctioneers includvan Belkom, Jack Brooks, LesleyDoug Smith, solaris, DaleL.
ing the two “guest” auctioneers NancyChoyce, Carolyn Clink, Contact Sproule, Tesseract Bookdex von
Baker and Josepha Sherman. Donor&ditions, Con*Cept, Glen and Carol Thorn, Sally Tomasevig
volunteers and, of course, bidders allCook, Cory Doctorow, T.M.
combined to make this a memorableDriverman Kyle S. Duncan Fabu-
and successful event. The National Scitous Finds, H.B. Fenn & Calamie
ence Fiction and Fantasy Society willFraser Books FreelanceAmanda

Jean-Louis Trudel, Elisabeth

Vonarburg, Peter Watts, and Sug

Witts.
O
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Faux Fur photos from a con lastyear of Pepe Le Pew and Lola Bunr
One of the more striking things suits that were _extremely_ popular.
that you'll see if you visit a furry con- However, many fursuit builders have focused their
vention or get-together is somethingattentions on more attractive, moveable and realistic cre:
shared with other SF cons and eventtions. There are several fursuiters (none of whom I'm fa
as well. At each one, there aremiliar with, alas) who have produced striking costumes
groups who enjoy not just being of very animal-like beings that look very, very realistic in
b, part of the fandom, but who get their design and wear.
_' a little deeper into the theme Another method is something I've seen former
% -atSFcons, it's SCAmem- BCSFA furry writer and fursuiter extraordinaire Lynx
bers or Trek fans who Meerkat use often, which steps away from the full-bod
show up in the accoutre- suit and instead combines components to produce a le
ments of their preferred heavy, more flexible suit style. Instead of having a body
interests, and at furry cons, it’s theand a heavy formed head thatreduces visibility and serv:
furs who show up in the fur. as a portable sauna, portions of the suit are put on seg
Or fursuit, actually. rately - paws and feet, ears and tail, for example. gene
Fursuiting is a grow- ally, there’s some makeup work involved, too - Lynx of-
ing interest among furry fans; ten used latex muzzles that he blended in expertly wit

there seems to be a real interest into getting ‘into the skite rest of the face, providing the usual markings of th
of the creatures that inhabit our minds and appearing thefaracter.
way towards other furs. For some, it's a hobby, for others  Often, that can also be broken down even further
it's bordering on a way of life. furs will be seen wearing ears and tail through conven
| can’'t say that I'm an expert on the making or theions, which is beneficial in that it’s still totally cool-look-
wearing of fursuits - I've never even seen one in persoimg and if you have to pass through areas that are pop
actually - but still, they do intrigue me, and the way thdated by mundanes, you can go into stealth mode b
they seem to be the link between where we are and wheeclipping the tail and stowing the ears in your shirt. :)
we want to be has produced some fascinating discussions Somewhat unrelated but still a way of connecting

in newsgroups and mail.

N@W]’l”@ R@@ﬂ&S

7793 Ro;ga[ Oak (at Clinton)
Bumab;g, B.C, V5] 4K2
Te[epbone: (604) 435-6500

Modern, Literature,
Classics, Genre Fiction
Children's Books
MILITARY HISTORY
A wide range of quality non-fiction
hardcover and paperbacks.

10% OFF
WHEN YOU SHOW US YOUR
WCSFA
MEMBERSHIP CARD

to the personal furry is the wearing of collars by furs. Many
A gquestion in the most used Furrydo wear them, but often it's considered a bondage thin
Code (which URL | don’'t have handy, by people who don’t understand it. While some of the
check out http://www.personal.isat.com/ furs might lean that way, not all of them do. | have two
captpackrat for a link to it) asks the re-collars, for example; | enjoy wearing them at times be:
sponder whether, if it were offered, theycause they do give me a connection to my furry self. On
would accept the ability to be transformedof my closest furfriends wears a choke chain most of th
into their personal furry. Most (including time under his shirt, because he likes the feel of it. It's nc
me) wouldn’t even think twice. However, a possession thing (though should | get tags, they’ll be:
right now that option isn’t available to us, sets of initials as required;) ), it's not because | want to b
so many make that link with one of the vari-leashed or tied up, etc., it's just a way to get in touch witl
ous types and levels of fursuit available. my furry self. In essence, the collar is the lowest commol
The complete fursuit is one that manyform of the fursuit for many furs.
people have seen - the most common type  For more information about construction of fursuits,
of suit is the sports team or corporate masand some great pictures, Nicodemus’ page is a great r
cot, those big, bulky suits that are comsource; he can be found at http://www.best.com/~nico
monly seen hanging around at games. Ifursuit.cgi . There are links to other pages as well from hi
Vancouver, the most noticeable is The Foxsite; take a look if you're interested in the fursuiting com:-
the mascot for the radio station of the samenunity. But be careful - it can be addictive.
name - which is actually a fairly good ex- Until next month, keep your tails clean...
ample of the mascot style. Cartoon charac- &

ter suits are also a popular example - | have — Tony




GODZILLA'’S WE B JoawySas.

So here’s the situation.

Yahoo's Godzilla's Web Page..........cccccceevvieeeennnne. hitp:/Mmww.godzilla.com/ First of all, the computer that this magazine is laid out
Mario’s Godzilla page...........ccccveereunnee. http://iwww.avia-art.com/Godzilla.html on takes itself and commits Hari Kari. As a result, the tech-
Godzilla and other TONo StUff............oooiiiiiiee el nician decides to erase the entire hard drive by reformating

....................................... http://Amww.netwave.net/members/christ/vidlist3.htnit. Since this fails to solve the problem, the motherboard is
Godzilla’s Revenge... hitp:/mww.parlorcity.com/awinterrowd/kaiju/godrev.htmireplaced which seems to solve the problem.

Dark Horizons: Godzilla......... http:/Amww.darkhorizons.com/1998/Godzilla.htm Fine.

Tyzilla’s Destroyer Page..................... http:/Mww.geocities.com/Tokyo/3511/ Now the computer runs slower and | have lost some of
Godzilla VS SPace GOUZIIAL............coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereee e the programs and files that were on that drive. Nothing a few

......................... http:/Avww.avia-art.com/GODZILLA SITE/btscenes/bts3.htnffundred dollars wouldn't solve.
Film Ink Special Report: GOUZIA. ..........o.oveeeeeeeee e eeeeees e enenen e Then the boss decides to replace the computer any-

............................ http://vvvvw.fiIm-ink.com/speciaI/1998/may/godziIIa_sp.hthay' Now | am working on one of the newest power Macin-
tosh computers on the market. It is a “G3” running at 233

G-FOrce AMeriCa........eeevieeeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeen http:/Amww.public.asu.edu/~firecat/
Godzilla’s Breath..............cocovviiiiiiiiciiiiin ) http://grove.ufl.edu/~flex/ megalfgerti.
Dean’s Godzilla Links.................... http://pw2.netcom.com/~ultra80/dean.html asts

. . . Hell, yeah!
US. (_30d2|lla.._..........._ ........ B PR htt_p://vvww.godmlla_.co.]p/ So what's the problem?
Off|C|z_iI .God2|lla ana QuiZ......cccuviieee http:IIV\MNv.qszand.com/godzﬂIa.htm | can't get my PC files to work on the Macintosh.
Unofficial Web Site........ e http://\vaw.cantnot.org/gm:i_mlla/ Now, don't get me wrong! | love the Mac. | started
Barry's Temple of Godzilla......... http:/Aww.ultranet.com/~barry/godmain.htmg \+ on DTP using one of the early Macintosh computers.
Barry's Temple of Godzilla.......... http:/Amww.stomptokyo.com/godzillatemple/ Gjyen the chance, | would choose the Mac over the PC. Macs
Godzilla Vs King Kong.....http://www.universalstudios.com/files/pages/godzillaiaye the ability to read PC files built into the operating sys-
Joe’s Godzilla Page............ http:/Aww.angelfire.com/va/JoeGpage/index.htmfem. You need to buy the software to get a PC to read a Mac
Ground Zero............ccoeevveeeennnns http://monsterzero.org/GroundZero/ZillaStufflgisk .
Godzilla 2000Q................. http:/Amww.randomhouse.com/godzilla/god2000.html So here’s my problem. My Pagemaker files are plat-
GOdZilla DOWNIOAAS. ...ttt form specific. | suspect that the Photoshop files are going to
............................. http:/Amww.godzilla.com/godzilla_www/dwlds_roland.htmlbe the same as well as all the other graphic files which now
Domzilla’s Godzilla page.......... http://members.aol.com/domzilla85/index.htmhave to be converted to the Mac side.
alt.culture: Godzilla http:/Aiwww.pathfinder.com/altculture/aentries/g/godzilla.html  As if that wasn’t going to slow me down, my Mac is
Internet Movie Database: Godzilla (1998).............ccceoeereeeeieeeeceece e going to have a PC emulator in it in a couple of months. All
..................................................... http://us.imdb.com/Title?Godzilla+(1998) the PC programs will have to be installed into the PC side of
Topher's Great Godzilla Page.............ooooiiiiiieeiiiiiiie i) the Mac.
....... http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/3278/topher-zilla_rampage.html S0 long drive space.
g0dZilla...SNMOUZIMAL.........c.evieeeiieee et So what does this mean to you? o
............................... hitp:/Awww.cyberteens.com/ezine/lssueSiuxedolglisthtml It means that the Acrobat files may take a bit of time
Look! Itis Godzilla! ............. http://pages.prodigy.com/KandAPage/godzilla.htrftS | have to now get the Mac version to create them. The
Godzilla vs. Tamagotchi...................... http:/Amww.jitterbug.com/gvt/gvt.shtml ne_xt ISSue ‘_N'" be do_ne on the Macmt_osh. As | switch over,
List of All the Godzilla MOVIES ...........coiiiiiiiiie i t_hlngs in this magazine will suffer a bit (maybe).
................................... http:/Amww.microlink.net/~conniegn/mark/movies.html ;Iease be patient

John CH. Wong

The World of Famtary comer alive. Dragom, castles, wamiconns, & Writer's Group isopen for new Members
wigards {Lock Togeter To make s magical collection of fime ant.- Clarion-style critique group for science fiction writ-
ers meet every two weeks, 7pm, Thursdays at the Metrotown

Public Library in Burnaby.

All other genres are welcome. Our next scheduled
Dm‘qonf[y J

meeting days are as follows:

July 2nd, July 16th, July 30th

106 Harrison Village Mall, 196 Espanade, Box August 14th, August 28th

118, Harrison Hotsprings, B.C., VOM 1KO
Tefopbone: (604) 796-9600 Those interested in finding out if a writer's workshop is
right for them should feel free to show up on the above
mentioned meeting dates. We are located in the first floor
meeting room. Contact Allan Lowson at 946-2427.

10% discount for WCSFA members
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F.R.E.D. - Every Friday
The weekly gathering of BCSFAns and all
others interested in joining us for an evening
of conversation and relaxation, with pool table
option.
At the Burrard Motor Inn oposite St. Paul’s

Hospital (Downtown Vancouver) 6 blocks south  Hey everyone! F.orget R.eality E.njoy
of Burrard Skytrain Station. 3 blocks west of S .wimming in aH.ot tub

Returns to 8261 Victoria Drive this August 1s
Starting at or about 7 pm If you enjoyed swin
ming last year or wanted to but just didn’t mal
it out here’s your chance to resume or join

Granville (where many buses run).

#22 Knight/McDonald bus along Burrard.
Begins 8:00pm.

On the Friday before long weekends, FRED will
be at the lounge of Bosman’s Hotel. This is two

blocks east and a part of a block north of the the fun! )
Burrard Motor Inn (actual address is 1060 Howe The rules are simple:
St.). FRED 1 - Bring something to cook (if you want to us

Ether Patrol Radio Show - Every Wednesday

Listen to the only SF talk show on Vancouver 2 -

Co-Op Radio, hosted by Simba. Wednesday
nights at 9:30 PM on CFRO 102.7FM. EP 3
Contributor’s Deadline -, July 17th, Aug. 14th,
Sept 18th, Oct. 16th, Nov. 13th, Dec. 18th
Send your submissions/loc to John Wong at
2041 East 10th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.,
V5N 1X9 or E-Mail me at woolf@vcn.bc.ca.
BCSFAine Collation - Aug. 10th, Sept. 6th,
Oct. 4th, Nov. 8th, Dec. 6th.
First Sunday of the month. 4:30PM. Call Steve
Forty (S.40) to confirm at 936-4754.
BCSFAzine Pickup at FRED - July 10th, August
7th, Sept 11th, Oct. 9th, Nov. 6th , Dec. 11th
Pick up your issue of BCSFAzine at FRED!
Pristine, mint condition copies are available at
FRED. Call Steve to let him know you wish to
pick up your copy. P-FRED
WCSFA General MeetingJuly 4th, at #217 - 2055
York 7:30 pm(at York and Arbutus, North East

4

Corner) All VCON 24 bids are to be submitted 56th Annual World SF CON. AUG 5-9

and voted upon at this time.

Con-Version XV July 17 - 19, 1998
The Coast Plaza Hotel 1316 - 33rd Street, NE,
Calgary, AB, Canada T2A 6B6
Guests: J. Michael Straczynski, Joe Haldeman,
Dave Duncan, Bridget Landry, J. Brian Clarke,
Dr. Phil Currie
Memberships: $40 to July 1/98
Available at Sentry Box, Blue Castle Books, or
from Con-Version XV at#4, 203 Lynnview
Road, SE, Calgary, AB T2C 2C6

WCSFA Bar-Be-QueJuly 18th, at 2234 8th Av- The U.S.S. S’harien’s 7th annual “Battle of

enue in New Westminster (at Merina Mathews’)
Call Lisa at 985-1567 with any questions. Bring
Your Own Everything(If it is raining that day,
the BBQ is cancelled.)

Con 8 July 24-27, 1998
Portland's generic science fiction convention
The Greenwood Inn in Beaverton, Oregon.
Rooms are $84 single/double, $94 triple/quad
(plus tax)
Guest of Honor: Steve Perry
For more information, see http://
www.europa.com/~jpilcher/khanate.html.
Memberships in Con 8 cost $20.00. Make checks
payable to "Con 8".

- Bring something to share (an appetizg

- Bring your own suit and towel (for enjoy|

Send membership checks to: Con 8, PO B
4602, Portland, Oregon 97208.
Include your name, address, badge name
different), and the names of an
department(s) you are interested in helpi
out with.

the BBQ it will be lit by 7:30)
Bring something to drink (your favorite bev
erage)

shack, or dessert)

ing the tub before 12 am - suit optional a
ter then)Mary & David also are asking 3
paltry toonie ($2.00 or more if you feel s
inclined) to help cover the chemical costs
operating the hot tub over the yea
Call 667-9751 to info callback &/or e-mai
murdock@axionet.com Bring a friend, shal
the fun! Other dates are: Sept 5, Oct 3, N
7, & Dec 5! Look for our New Years’ an
nouncement in Oct or Nov¥Yours David

Malinski a.k.a. MURDOCK the Orion Con-

sul General “Party, Party, Partay!” - Mott e

of THE ORION CONSULATE MurdocK

BUCCONEER BALTIMORE, MD, USA
Various Hotels.

GoH C. J. Cherryh,

FanGoH Milton A Rothman, EdGoH
Stanley Schmidt,

ArtGoH Michael Whelan.

Memb: $110. USD till SEP 30,97. Info: PO
Box 314, Annapolis Junction, MD, 20701. or
Fx(301)474-8237

Baltimore98 @access.digex.net/
www.access.digex.net/~balt98.

the Starships” Will take place on Sunday

2

WCon 10 11
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August 23rd, 1998, at the north east corn
of Central Park, Burnaby.
Cost is $7 per person (pre-regegister) $
on site. Start time is 11 am. Registration sta
at 10:00 am. (Children are welcome, but o
adults participating please.)
Get a team together now all you Vancouv
and Lower Mainland clubs. The S’harien
going to take the trophy back!

Registration and information 931-1241

“

WCSFA-On Line

http://spellbinder.bc.ca/bcsfa
Back on line and back in action,

check out the new links and
exclusive BCSFAzine articles

that make up WCSFA ON Line!
Special thanks to Alan Barclay

for providing the web space.
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One for the Morning GloryJohn Barnes (Tor 1996)  want to start feeling sorry for one—or sexually attracted
Komarr, Lois McMaster Bujold (Baen 1998) to him.
Looking for the MahdiN. Lee Wood (Ace 1996) There are a few weaknesses in this book. Wood
cannot resist inserting long lectures about Middle East
Sirst of all I'd like to thank all of you who walked politics and genetic engineering. However, the reader who
up and waved indignant fists at me at V-Con. It'ssn’t interested in 8 pages of fine detail can just skip for-
nice to know that my column is being read andvard. A more serious issue is the one-note characteriza-
that you disagreed with me about Lois McMaster Bujold’§on of Kay Bee, who is just too angry and strident too
“Memory.” much of the time. Also, there is a long, unnecessary tor-
Thus, | would love to continue aggravating all ofture scene near the end during which the villain explains
you by panning her very latest bosdgmarr , but alas | his motives in best cliche style.
cannot. Komarr is everything we have come to expect In all, the book ends weakly, at least from a charac-
from a Bujold book. It's fast-paced, funny, tightly-plot-ter point of view. One gets the feeling that once the geo-
ted, well characterized, and has a great setting. political plot threads have been tied up and explained for
Miles is on his second assignment as an Imperidive pages, the author loses interest.
Auditor (an independent investigator with broad powers Still, this is a well considered, fast-moving story,
who reports directly to the Emperor of Barrayar), and thiwith a refreshingly intelligent and complex view of the
time he’s been sent to the planet Komarr where a solsliddle East. CNN junkies and history/politics fans will
array which is vital to the planet’s terraforming effortsenjoy this.

has been seriously damaged—eithefpas For a completely different type of
accident or sabotage. Slnc_e Miles is ol 3 novel, readers may want to take a
only son of General Vorkosigan, local =S look at the humourous fantasy t&lae
known as “the_Butcher o_f_Komarr” o] WKIC LEY for the Mo_rnmg Glory . Whe_nJ_ohn
cause of wartime atrocities under [ Barnes writes a good book, it is tops
command 30 years before, Miles ant ( IQ OSS (for instance, | highly recommen@®f-
pates a bumpy welcome. What bital Resonanc®. However, | almost
doesn’t anticipate is becoming smit BOOKS stopped reading Barnes because he is
with the wife of the Barrayan offici - also very prolific and wildly inconsist-
whose home he is staying in. Eg §5 ent. He has written a lot of pointless

| won't spoil it by telling you
more. This is a must read.

nother book worth your time

Looking for the Mahdi, an action-

and extremely gory novels, but this one
is a refreshing, delightful change.

Did you enjoy the whimsical hu-
mour of T. H. White’s The Sword in

Science Fiction, Fantasy,
Horror, Mystery, General
Stock, New, Used, Collectable

adventure novel set in the near futy 1809 N.E. 39th Avenue the Ston@” Well, this is the book for
It's pretty clear thalN. Lee Woodhas Portland, OR, 97212 you. It is the story of young prince
visited _the Mlddle_East because wh Telephone: (503) 281-9449 Amatl_Js, who accidentally syvallowed
the tiny Muslim country of Fax: (503) 281-9706 the Wine of the Gods as a child and had
“Khuruchabja” is fictional, the aUthTI the entire left side of his body vanish.
gets many of the Third World deta Not long thereafter, four mysterious

exactly right—from the travellers at the airport lugging irstrangers appeared and took up positions in the court—as
every Western consumer good they can carry, to the statlie Royal Alchemist, Royal Witch, Royal Nurse, and Cap-
ing street children with sores in their eyes. tain of the Guard. By this sign the whole Kingdom knows
The viewpoint character in this book is K.B. Munadithat a Story is unfolding, and indeed grand adventures
a tough-talking war correspondent who became famoasid sweeping events take place.
for broadcasting live reports during the Khuruchabja war. | usually avoid fantasy so | expected to put this book
What K.B.’s viewers never knew was that “he” was a@own after a few chapters, but Barnes’ clever humour kept
woman disguising herself as a man so that she could trave reading. Also, although much of the plot is absurd,
freely in the Middle East. Ten years after the war sheBarnes managed to make the characters so compelling that
working as a news feeder under her real name, Kay B reader becomes very involved. This is a book which
Sulaiman, and she has no intention of passing as a n@uld be read and enjoyed by children (although a few of
again, never mind returning to a poverty-stricken hellholéne scenes are a bit more violent than | cared for) but it is

she’d barely escaped with her life. definitely an adult novel—well written, tightly plotted and
Until, of course, she is blackmailed by the Ameriintelligent.
can CDI (CIA) who want her to return for one last assign- Comments? Corrections? Arguments?

ment. Worse still, she has to accompany a humanoid You can e-mail me:

fabricant—a patented, bio-engineered soldier/spy who is donna_mcmahon@sunshine.net.

being sold by the CDI to the King of Khuruchabja. Kay “

Bee loathes and fears replicants, and she certainly doesn’t by Donna §TicfTabon




Forget Reality Enjoy Feeding Frenzie

or tell me why | don't like Mondays again. Doug Finnerty
FREFF is an informal gathering of food fans whergight across the street from the Wah Lai, where you|can

all who read this article are welcome to attend. Eaatalculate the odds of suicidal jaywalking or crossing at

month, on the last Monday, we pick a restaurant to dine the light a few blocks up the street. Another
at. Odd numbered months mean it's outside Vancou- & bus route is the 99B-Line which runs
ver, while even numbered months mean in- prealy g from UBC to Lougheed Mall. Be very

side. And if you can pick a better selectig
than the choices made so far, please shd
up. We'd really like to hear from you.

e careful which one you board, as some

b 99B’s end their route at Brentwoqd
Mall. Once you make it to Lougheed M4ll,
July’s restaurant will be Wah 'j' .. walk south along North Road, and withir] a
Gardens (#201 - 4501 North Roag; ~ = . few blocks you will reach Wah Lai. Rememn-
Burnaby). It is purported to be one of :c‘ﬁ!@\'i-‘i’ il ber: McDonalds is north, and on the wrong side
best Chinese restaurants on the Burquitlam border, whiohNorth Road. Esso gas station is south, and on the|righ
says a lot, as the Burquitlam border is packed with egide of North Road.
cellent restaurants, Chinese or otherwise. | haven'teaten So remember: 7pm July 27th, Wai Lai Gardens
there yet, so this article will describe how best to get201 - 4501 North Road, Burnaby.
there. August’s FREFF will be Fatzo’s Barbeqtie
Parking is no problem, as Wah Lai Gardens is paimokehouse (2884 West Broadway, Vancouver). A

of a shopping complex - with three levels of parking lotplace where vegetarianism means fried pickles |and
Skytrainers are well advised to disembark at New Westtuffed jalepenos! And a place where the secret ingfedi-
minster Station, then proceed on the #147, #148, or #186ts for the house BBQ sauce is said to include pickle
bus. As soon as your bus is in close proximity to thilice and Coke Classic. But more on that next issug.
overhead bridge that is the Trans Canada Highway, you  Soremember: 7pm August 24th, Fatzo’s Barbgque
will want to get off at the next stop. That stop puts yoSmokehouse 2884 West Broadway, Vancouver.

Editor's Note:

Don’s book is still
available at

Granville Book Company
near Robson across from
the Granville 7 Cinema.

Night of the Writer Roasties

(Coming in September)

Some background first. her meal.

The weekend before VCON, at an undisclosed lo- The book | have arbitrarily decided to be discussed
cation, | was glancing through an anthology of short stan September is “Steeldriver” by Don DeBrandt. This
ries written by Spider Robinson. Overhearing my pleasook is still on the shelves at various locales (such as
ant suprise that the book in question had been publishéthite Dwarf, Duthies and the Vancouver Public Library
this year, a fellow BCSFAn made allegations of a corsystem). If you can not find this book at your local book-
spiracy afoot in the club to systematically ignore all lostore, NOW is the time to order it. | do not believe they've
cal authors over forty. all gone out of print yet. | secured mine at a Chapters on

Micéde/ Elmey Owner

10% off for WCSFA members || should the author in question show up tand roasting of author to be announced next issue.

To which | can only say “What a May 20 - two weeks after being unable to find a copy at

i S I k l’ lotta cr*p!” the same store and long after the book was officially
IC ae S May’s issue proves otherwise. Okay,released. So your only excuse for not finding this book

B YC so Lois McMaster Bujold isn’t local. But is that you really don’t want to read it at all.
OOKS

she is over forty. In fact, | think our cur- So where should this Writer's Roast be held? A
rent editor would happily print articles on restaurant? A pub? A coffee shop? A public space (such

109 Grand, Bellingharn, || local authors who are over forty, if only as a park, a beach or a university campus)? And wher
WA 98225 people would submit them. should it be held? On the weekend? A weekday? Should

However, there does seem to be d be part of a FRED, FREC, or FREFF? Your sugges-

Telephonet (206) 733-6272 general lack of discussion of local authordions are important, although Don DeBrandt gets the

in this club, which I'd like to try rectify- deciding vote should he choose to have any say in this.

BOOkS in all ﬁe[bs ing as follows. Every three or four months,In the event that nobody contacts me prior to next is-
“We pay casb for barbback | will organize a meeting date to discusssue’s deadline, the final decision will be mine.
and pa erback" the selected work of a local author. Per- So remember. September’'s book will be

haps a novel. Perhaps a short story anthdISteeldriver” by Don DeBrandt. Go out and secure your
ogy. Perhaps even a single short story. Andopy now. Date, time and place for the book discussion

face the music, we would pay for his or Doug Finnerly




Dr. Media’s Media File

Post Accident Report IV. party” and the film could cost between $150,000,000 to

Yes, | still ache and need to recover a bit more s$200,000,000 (US). There's also a small independent Brit-
my boss has given me the summer off. Hopefully I'll bésh studio named HAL and Hollywood’s Miramax which
back to work in the fall. Besides, I'm helping my Momare rumored to be in “serious” negotiations.

move and it seems like every few weeks | fly to Vancou- BBC Worldwide announced June 7th, ‘IF" a new
ver to see another doctor. TV series or theatrical version of Dr. Who goes ahead,
Hey, | really enjoyed VCon23 and I’'m not makingwork wouldn’t start on it until the 14 million pound
it up this time. Daltenreys/Lumiere Pictures suit is settled. No talks with
Oh, Uncle LJB and his new “friend” Billy say “Hello.” any interested party is going on at this time, and none will
Babylon 5: We Pay For It? take place in the near future.
Victoria’s CHEK-6 TV could be giving local B5 The Daltenreys/Lumiere Pictures suit is going to

fans a chance to sBabylon Project: Crusadethis Janu- court on March 24, 1999 and the case could last as long as
ary. There’s a catch. The station gets about $3,200.00 frahree months. Once again “Whovians” will have to wait.
advertisers for that time slot and the show cost $3,800.00 Remember that “BIG” American studio that was
per-week to air. They are asking the fans to pay the $32,19@ing a fan for leaking its “copyrighted” information? It
they would lose per season. Many in the local Babyloniathanged its mind. The story around it would take up a
Underground find this bit too much, (heck it's just a showvhole BCSFAZine but what it came down to was “misin-
so it could be back to square one again. formation”.

| remember telling you who's inCrusadé&back in A production company wanted to make a series of
BCSFAzine #300. Here now is the official list. Jefffamily oriented time travel TV movies called Aunt Lue,
Conaway has been signed for 17 episodes for the first setaring a kind human-like being with a time-machine that
sonand 22 episodes for the second. Some early repottavels around time (with her mentally challenged com-
said Tracy Scoggins had been hired on. It nhow appegranion) showing people how their lives would be differ-
that Scoggins will be keeping her position on Babylon Bnt if another person who died in the past had lived. Then
and be a recurring guest character as the show will vegiving them a chance to change their past would be let-
ture back to B5 as ththome port” for the starship ting the dead person live. AT NO TIME IT WOULD BE
Excalibur several times each season. CALLED “DR. WHO”, IT WOULDN'T BE A STUDIO-

Jerry Doyle will also be a recurring guest characteBBC CO-PRODUCTION (The BBC just likes the show.)
No word yet on the rest of the characters, but it should B&ND HER TIME-MACHINE ISN'T A POLICE BOX.
interesting. Still thanks to a few “jokes” from some BBC brass, and

Oh, all three stars will be in the B5S TV movie, “A “misinformation” on the WEB, it became so. The studio
Call To Arms”, which sets up the events of “Crusade.” Ihas dropped the suit and the fan should be back at work at
will air on TNT Sunday, January 3. the BBC by the time you read this.

Sorry B5ers, but President Sheridan will not be part As for Aunt Lue, the studio and its American net-
of BP:C, at least not for now. Bruce Boxleitner is takingvork are no longerinterested. Thats too bad, it would have
the year off to raise his kids. He said he could be back lieen a great family Sci-Fi series. Anyway, doesn’t The
the second season. Meanwhile, Mira Furlan is also nboctor do sort of the same thing as Aunt Lue each week?
taking part in the first season, no word on the second. Star Trek: No Dax.

| caught bits of season five at VCon, and of what | Jadzia and Dax are both dead and Terry Farrell
have seen, it's worth getting together and seeing a femill NOT be replaced on ST:DS9. The reason, according
episodes of. Anyway, it gives a great excuse to holdta Paramount, is that all actors vying for the part wanted
summer party when it’s raining. multi-year contracts. With the series in its last season and
Dr. Who: The Feature Film? no newseries coming up, just killing her/him off made

Looks like TV’s longest running sci-fi series isthe most sense.
heading for the big screen. One of BBC's top brass an- Many Trekkers may recall that the last time they
nounced at Cannes that a $16,000,000 to $24,000,000 (Uiled off a major character (Note: Kes doesn’t count.)
Dr. Who theatrical movie is on the way for 2001. Sir Davidvas ten years ago with Tasha Yar. Maybe they should do
Putnam later said it was a “joke” (As if a female Doctothis each season from now on, (My suggestion for next
isn't a hint.) Nevertheless BBC does have plans for thesar, the whole cast of ST: Voyager.).

series but he didn't go into detail. Sorry Folks: No word yet on the future of Millen-
Days later a leak from BBC Worldwide said theynium.
were talking to an interested party. However “IF” the I'd better go, other people write for this zine too. A

movie is produced, it would start pre-production in Octospecial thanks to Lee Whiteside, Lisa G. and the
ber 2003, and won’t be in theaters until the summer dfitergalactic Enquirer On-line of their help this month!
2006. Till next time this is Dr. Media signing off.

Some rumors | heard at VCon and on the web said & drroedia@hecentrescors
that Spielberg’s DreamWorks:SKG is the “interested
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(FIOLAL) and He Dlsney “Touch

wo thousand years have passed since tltaughters after seeing the movie? How would your so
events that lead to the writing of a poem. Theeact if you told him the story of a beast who found his
homeland was being invaded and the call folove and salvation on his last breath?
every family to send a man to war, preferably the firstborn It would be interesting to see how this retelling of a
son. Thus it began that one family sent their first born tmodified Mulan story would effect this legend. Chinese
war, and as time would reveal, a very special first born. folklore has time and time again proven that the content
This one was a volunteer, taking the place of the ailingf the story hold more actual history than most legends.
father who was too old and weak to go to war. Surely, omgould be hard pressed to find another culture which mair
such as he could never survive the up coming battles. Sdeiined its verbal tradition in spite of the developments ir
was that a weaver of cloth, in the guise of a man was to gdt®written lore. Perhaps it is the fact that recitation of tex
war for the honour of her family against the invading Monis an important a part of learning the language that he
gols. Her name was Mulan, and the flower by which she waglped maintain the spoken lore so well.
named still holds great status in today’s Chinese culture, and By looking at western fairytales we can see how
she lived in the time of Zanadu and the great Kahn. Disney effected the traditional stories. How many of us
The Disney story is spun through the inspiration dknow the original story of Cinderella? How many of us
a poem which recalls the bravery of this little flowerknow about the disfigurement the sisters endured to tr
Another triumphant animation of a story as handed dowirick the prince. How many of us know how the birds
through the generations. pecked out the eyes of the wicked step mother and siste
Well, sort of. Once again, Disney has found it necand how Cinderella took them in at the end in spite o
essary to change the story to suit its needs. As a resulhat they did to her? Could this be because of the Disne
there have been many calls of racism against the Disnfdyn? Or has the story been cleaned up enough in it's mar
corporation. The characters have been changed in sowggsions already before Disney got his hands on it?
cases. There is a lack of authentic Chinese music. Add How many of us screamed foul when the animatec
that to the fact that the artists decided that three weeksDisney version of the Robin Hood story came out? (Or
China studying the art made them expects in the Chinefee that matter, the Kelvin Costner film?)
style which is what the movie is being touted as being. = Modern mythology, be they fairytale or lore, is an
The charge being that the only reason the Disney Corpever changing medium. It always has been. Stories chan
ration did an Asian story was to tap that very market. with each retelling and one can be sure that these chanc
The charge of racism is not new as it has come gffect the story ever more permanently as time progresse
during the Lion King's run when there were complaint$erhaps it is the blatant editing of the story that peopl
of the fact that the voices of the hyena’s were done ligike issue with in the Disney films. We all realize how
black actors and that the hyenas were the in the ghettonafich the stories have been altered.
the movie thus perpetuating the stereotype. (Forget the  Soon the children will grow up and realize for them-
fact that the King was played by the regal sounding bladelves what Disney has done as well. Perhaps, because
actor James Earl Jones.) Disney’s rewriting, these children will be curious about
And what of the changing of the stories which hathe original text of these stories and will go seek them ot
the main character dying in the end turns into happily evéar themselves. There must be some CD ROM out ther
after stories at the hands of the modern Disney writeor a web site with the original text. The important idea
The Little Mermaid, The Hunchback of Notre Damehere is that the story be told in one form or another so th:
Beauty and the Beast, all these stories of gore and repamten the child grows up, they too will pass it on to their
ance at death’s door have been cleaned up for the modehildren. And when they do, perhaps they will seek ou

audiences. the necessary reference materials to pass on their ov
What child would now ever read the real story ofrersion of the story.
the mermaid who So what is the real story of Mulan? Folklore has it

took her own life that she will fight many battles and rise in the ranks of th
rather than save army. She would eventually rise to the highest military
herself by killing rank of general and advise the Emperor himself. Perhaj
the one she itis through her inspiration that a thousand years late
loved? Who the wives of a family, having lost all seven sons to war
would take the raised an army of women to defend the land against tr
original text of invading Mongols.

the bell ringer As a last word, may you live in interesting times,
who Kkills every- and your stories be animated Disney film features.
oneinthe end and “

(10% Discounts does not apply to comics or sale items.)

read it to their JCEHW




