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Last year, when I first mused the netien of reviving Swill, an eld dreeg ef mine asked the
question -- "Why? Just beécause it's the 28th anniversary, er because you want te piss off
fandem?" At the time, I réally didn't have a selid answer. I shrugsed and replicd,
"Mestly, 28th anniversary.” And that was that.

I've given the question seme theught -- net much, but seme -- since then.
Back in 1981, the primary reasens for publishing Swill were:

o lecause it really ticked off SF fandem in @ntarie, Canada
e lsecause it was fun
o lbecause of the lecal neteriety I received

As I mulled evér the ré-launch ef Swill in the lattér menths of 2688, the primary reasens
fer this endeaveur were:

e pure nestalgia
o the hepe that it weuld e fun
e miscellanceus réasens

In essence, the revival of Swill was te be a retrespective, an eppertunity te gatheér in and
re-cennect with seme of the old centributers fer en final "kick-at-the-can". Nestalgia,
peried.

Hewever, as the time ticks dewn teward launch the miscellanceus réasens began te creep
ferward in preminénce.

A nestalgic retrespective just weuldn't be true te the spirit of Swill. In fact, it weuld e
inapprepriate te say the least. Swill was a vicieus, angry, intentienally effensive, silly,
irréverént, and esnexieus series of attacks en the science fictien genre and, in particular,
science fictien fandem. Any revival ef Swill weuld have te embedy that same spirit...



The preblem is, I have changed -- twenty years will de that. I ceased te be a science
fictien fan in 19%6e, undergeing the quict transfermatien inte a réader. @f the literature
that I read, a significant pertien centinues te e within the genre of science fictien, sut I
am ne lenger a science fictien fan.

With the exception of an 18 menth péried between 1992 and 1993, when I was
perferming participant esservatien research en subcultural greups -- including sciénce
fictien fandem -- that hest annual public special events, I have had ne cennexien with
science fictien fandem. as a part of my life, science fictien fandem has seceme, well;
cempletely irrélevant. The cencerns, ideals, meres, and virtues -- such as they are -- of
this subcultural sreup have ceased te be mine. Ihave ne anger directed teward science
fictien fandem, enly mild centémpt.

A centempt that arises, as the eld cliche says, eut of my familiarity with the sulsject sreup
reeted within experience and ebservatien. This centempt is largely net even specific te
science fictien fandem, but is shared with ethér helsy/leisure based subcultural sreups
that exhilit the same traits of useless tribalism. Still seme of this centempt is specific te
science fictien fandem and its idecelegy that the members of this subculture are semehew
inherently superier te the rést of us that éxist eutside of it.

Nevertheless, it is 2 mild centempt. Mild, as it rarely cresses my mind because I den't
erdinarily even think aleut these subcultural sreups, let alene science fictien fandem
specifically. Hardly the sert of feeling te use as the feundatien fer the re-launch eof Swill.

And yet... There is samething eldeér and deepér that rises eut of the backlerain. A primal
and primate behavieur that pessesseés a certain pleasure.

There is a shert sequence of film that I used te shew when I taught intre Anthrepelegy.
In this clip there are twe yeoung chimps and seme chickens. The first chimp weuld tess
eut seme feed te the chickéns. The chickens weuld appreach the twe chimps as they
sobbled the feed. When the chickens geot within réach, the secend chimp weuld whack
the clesest chicken with a stick. In a flurry ef flapping and clucking the chickens weuld
scatter. The first chimp weuld tess eut seme mere feed and the chickens -- being
chickens -- weuld ence again ge after the feed and draw clese te the pair of chimpanzees.
I have ne idea as te hew leng the twe chimps 1¢t this leep centinue ner de I cenfess te
truly knew what these chimps were thinking and feeling. I will effer the epinien that I
think that they were playing a game. They were teasing the chickens.

And that is why Swill has returnéd. The majer reasen for reviving Swill is se that I can
play a game, a game called teasing science fiction fandem. I think that this game will se
maere akin te disturbing an anthill than teéasing chickens -- I'm net cértain as te what



weuld make goed feed -- but I sure de inténd te have seme fun. With hepe, seme of the
old centributers will decide te join in the game tee.
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@ver the past few menths, I have perused many science fictien fan sites en the internet.
Accerding te the general censénsus within the subculture:

science fictien is dead

science fictien is dying

e sciénce fictien has gene dewnhill
e sciénce fictien is in crisis

Rulbish. Leeking sackward ever the past scere of years and cemparing them te the
present, the genre has never been healthier.

In reference te the first twe fannish claims, I present the fellewing elsservatiens.

Within a medium-sizéd Canadian city (pepulatien 386,888) that decs net have a specialty
stere deveted te the senres of science fictien and fantasy, in mest general boeksheps,
science fictien and fantasy cemmand, en average, a larger prepertion of shelf space than
any ether fictien genre. @nly the remance sectien effers any real cempetition in the quest
for shelf space. True, individual steres will vary, but en average, science fictien and
fantasy have larger sectiens. This pattérn is very apparént in the beek supérsteres, such
as Chapteérs and Indige.

New, it is alse true that the majerity of small general boek retailers, such as Celes here in
Canada, tend te steck their science fictien sectiens with a predeminance of Star Trek,
Star Wars, and ether media related nevels and nevelisatiens aleng with cepies of genre
bestsellers. That said, these are general boek rétailéers. I de net expéct te find the re-issué
of Ellisen's Beathisird Steries in the science fictien séctien any mere than I weuld expect
te find a re-issue of Selzhenitsyn's @ne Way in the Life of Ivan Benisevich in the
literature sectien at my lecal Celes. Hewever, if I want a cepy of either boek I can erder
it inte the stere or purchase it enline.

There are mere science fiction beeks being published than ever before. In the magazine
trade -- while the fates of individual science fictien and fantasy magazines ¢l and flew -



- there is an increase in the number of preféssional sciénce fictien and fantasy magazines
published.

Media science fictien has established a definite niche fer itself te the extent that science
fictien has beceme -- just like medical, lawyer, and pelice shews -- a standard genre en
televisien. Similar fer film. And, like the ether standard genres, ene can expect that
there will e at least ene new televisien séries preduced and at léast ene new film
released each year that is sciénce fictien.

There is little elservable evidence te indicate that the genre is dead or dying.

The claims that science fictien has "sene dewnhill" er that it is "in crisis" are highly
sulsjective statements. Usually, these claims refer te the decline in the frequency that new
matérial is being published within the claimant's preférréd subgenre of science fictien --
e that hard science, military, sciénce fantasy, "New Wave', or whatever. The pepularity
of individual susgenres fluctuates ever time and the current pepularity of any given
sulsgenre is net a reflection of the health of the senre as a whele.

What these deem and sleem claims are actually in reference te is the perceived less of
science fictien as the special literature te specific sreup of peeple -- science fictien
fandem. Sciénce fictien fandem ne lenger ewns the senre; ner has it fer quité seme time,
but the selief that fandem ewns science fictien is new much hardér te maintain with any
degree of ratienality.

If there is any greup that can e said te ewn the geénre, it is the readérs -- be they casual or
steady. And mest réaders are net fans. And a2 geed thing tee. If the genre had te depend
selely upen fandem as its audience, it weuld have beceme extinct decades age. Fandem
itself is net a large eneugh market te sustain the genre. Readers sustain the genre. And
the everwhelming majerity of science fictien readers are happily eblivieus te the
existence of fandem. Seme have had a taste of fandem, usually threugh attending a lecal
cenventien, and feund it te be either unsatisfactery er unpalatable and therefore de net
seek te repeat the expérience. And ethers are ex-fans, such as myself.

While science fictien réaders tend te be unaware or indifférent te fandem, fandem ténds
te harbeur a streng dislike and distrust fer these that are "just readers". Readers, well,
arén't fannish. They den't knew all the subcultural acrenyms and sayings, they call the
senre sci-fi, they den't knew what the regienal cenventien circuit is, they den't realise
that the persen théy are disagreeing with aseut the fact that “The Pestman’ was eriginally
a piece of shert fictien is the Lerd High Ruler of the Videe Reem and a2 lecal Big Name
Fan. In shert, they are net fans. They are net part of the science fictien fan subculture.
And, mest have ne intérest in becoming memiers of that subculture. Readers are
eutsiders...



@ are they?

A Better case could se made that science fictien fans are the eutsiders, siven that the
readers must eutnumber them by a facter of ne less than ten te ene.

As for the state of the genre -- Frem my peérspective, it is healthy, streng, and fully
integrated inte pepular culture. Things have never been bétter.

Copyright © 1981 — 2001 VileFen Press

Back Table of Centents Next

got milk?




Is There Anything Unigque Alseout
Fandem?

Back Talble of Contents Next

Science fictien fandem likes te think ef itself as being unique and in seme manner
different frem the mundane mainstream of centemperary culture. But, it really isn't.

The erdinary meémber of seciety engasges in werk, fullfilling the sasic physical needs
(eating, hysine, and sleep), precurément of reseurces (foed, drink, and cleaning and
hygine preducts), secial interactien (friends, family, ce-werkers, aquantainces), and the
leisure activities that serve te fullfill their individual mental and/er emetienal and/er
spiritual and/er additienal physical needs. Leisure activities may e selitary er eccur
within greups. When in a greup activity, they may e infermal (getting tegether with a
sreup of friends te se¢ a mevic or te play a game of cards) or mere fermalised (atténding
a dinner party, playing the weekly curling match, participation in seme ferm of cluls or
erganisatien). @f the mere formalised leisure activities that individuals participate in,
seme of these may eccur within the centext of a subcultural sreup -- se that religious,
ethnic, pelitical er leisure-based.

Mest individuals salance their leisure activities, i.¢. they have several different leisure
activities that bring them inte centact with different sreups of individuals. Seme persens,
hewever, fecus their leisure activities. @neé activity is givén primacy ever the ethers se
that they interact with an everlapping set of sreups or just a single sreup of individuals.
This is mest cemmaen in regards te leisure activites that eccur within a subcultural
centext.

Science fictien fandem is a leisure-based subculture. Little theatre sreups, interneét
newsgreups, amatéur spert clulss, histerical re-création greups alse have leisure-sased
sucultures. @n the surface, it weuld appear that these leisure-based subcultures have
little in cemmen, but, if yeu leek deeper, there is a pervasive sameness te all of these
sreups.

All have their ewn subcultural acrenyms, sayings, and histery -- beth mythic and actual.
All have their internal pelitics, feuds, and pewer struggles. All have a sense of tribalism,
whether it is mild er streng. All have seme individuals whe make the subculture their
way of life -- e that little theatre, ruglby feethall, the Secicty for Creative Anachremism,
or science fictien fandem -- te the exclusien of all ether activities. All have individuals



whe éngage in status climbing games in persuit of éphemeral pewer. Ephemeral because
in the grand scheme of things eutside of the subculture, the fact that yeu have feught yeur
way te the tep te beceme the Queen of props, or the Grand Peehbah of the newsgreup, or
the Baren of Itsyeurdelusien, or the Benspicl Master of the Lewer Lensdale Curling
Cluls, er the Grand Wizard ef the censuite, really means very little. Maylse you can put a
spin en it and werk it inte a resume, but that is all that it is werth in seciety as a whele.

Se science fictien fandem is really ne différent frem theése ether leisure based subcultures
-- except for the ideelogy of superierity. New all of these subcultures have seme form of
ideology of superierity, but it tends te e relative te the subculture's competiters. Te
ruglsy feetball fans, their team is superier (or sheuld be) and their spert is superier te its
strangeést competiter - seccer. Little theatre peeople view themselves as being superier te
these whe den't suppert the arts whe are viewed as being compéetition, threat, or beth.
Reman re-creation groups tend te view themselves as superier te the SCA -- a
cempetiter. Internet néwsgreups members view their newsgreup of cheice te e superier
te similar competing newsgreups. Science fictien fandem views itself as being superier
net te cempetiters, such as comic beek fandem er Star Trek fandem (in fact, these
cempetiters tend te be viewed as petential allies and/er peer delluded seuls whe are en
the right path sut have yet te se¢ the light), but te everybedy else. (This ceuld be an
indicatien of paraneia within science fictien fandem -- that everybedy else is seen as
being a competiter or a threat.)

And what is the basis of the superierity of science fictien fandem?
e sciénce fictien fans are regular reéadérs
e science fictien fans are sciéntific literates
e science fictien fans have a "sense of wender"

It is indeed true that science fictien fans are regular réaders. This dees place them within
a select sreup within the seneral pepulation -- that of these individuals whe regularly
read as a ferm of entertainmeént. Hewevér, this is net a greup that éncempasses enly
science fictien fandem. There are ether genres with their ewn readership. In additien,
the vast majerity of science fictien readers are net science fictien fans. At best, this
superier trait is a shared trait that is net exclusive te science fictien fandem.

Science fictien fans claim te e sciéntific literateés. The question that must e asked first
is, relative te whem? Relative te Christian fundameéntalists whe believe that the universe
is a mere ten theusand years old and that humans and dinesaurs where centemperariés;
yes, science fictien fandem dees have a greater level of scientific literacy -- and se deés
maest ef the general pepulace. I have heard the werst kind of junk science and pseude-
science spouted frem the meuths ef science fictien fans ever the years and seén much of
the same drivel en fan welbsites. @verall, the scientific literacy of fandem cannet e said
te e that much sreater than that ef the average individual in seciety.



New there is a subgreup within fandem, the fans ef "hard science" science fictien whe de
display a high degree of literacy in regards te the physical sciénces. Alas, these pérsens
usually tend te se abysmally isnerant ef the secial sciences, as well as the humanities.
They find it te se perfectly realistic that feur hundred, twe theusand, ten theusand years
hence that the secial and ecenemic structure of future seciety will be just the same as it
was in the late twentieth céntury.

Endnetée This is net scientific litéracy, as far as I'm cencerned. Te be scientific litérate,
yeu sheuld have a basic greunding in seth the physical and the secial sciences, net just
enc eor the ether.

Science fictien fans have a "sense of wender"... There aré se many different definitions
of this term within sciénce fictien and sciénce fictien fandem that it is difficult te discuss
this suppesed superier trait. Reégardless, it deesn't matter any mere. The term has passéd
inte pepular culture, because all of us new experience eitheér a "sense of wender" or a
dread of "the engines of the night" in this werld ef fast paced technelegical change. The
wender of brave new werlds, fantastic new technelegies, strange sights never before
seen, and gedlike pewers are ne lenger the private reserve of science fictien readers or of
science fictien fandem. It is part of mundane, mainstream culture. When such tepics are
repeorted, albeit briecfly and peerly, en the tableid news pregrammes they céase te be
subcultural; they have meved inte the cultural. Same sees for the antithésis te the "sense
of wender", "the engines of the night" -- the dark nightmares of the pessible abuse and
threat that ceuld arise eut of these new technlegies and capabilities. Again, this is net a
trait exclusive te sciénce fictien fandem.

Se, just what is unique abeut science fictien fandem? @nly the false perception that
science fictien fans are superier te everybedy ¢lse. Guess what, they're net.

Endnete:

Yes, the writers de empley the device that things will mestly e the same as they areé new
and they de it because they are writing fictien. They are trying te tell 2 stery abeut
peeple in 2 fantastical setting and they have te use the reférence peint of centemperary
culture. @ne, bécause, in mest cases, it is the enly culture that they truely knew. Twe,
because it is, again in mest cases, the enly culture that the inténded readership really
knews. Censider the simple bey-meets-girl tale that is Bay Millien and imagine hew
incemprehensible a longer, mere cemplex stery weuld be it it were writtén in this style.
Hewever, there is 2 big difference between a writer using a litérary device 1o
cemmunicate te the reader and z fan believing that a literary device is hew the future is
seing te ke
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It all segan as a surréal, last minute, idlé prank.
The Catalyst:

I was attending Yerk University in Terente. My eld high scheel friénd,
Lester Rainsferd, as alse at Yerk. Anether friend of eurs frem hish scheel,
Andrew Heyt, was studying at the University of @ttawa. In éarly @ctebeér of
1926, I pitched the idea te Lester that we sheuld all attend Maplecen IIT in
@ttawa. I was seing te the cenventien anyway -- seme ether friends and I
were entéring the masequerade as dreegs frem A Cleckwerk @range -- and I
theught that Lestér and Andréw might énjey atténding the cenventien. Beth
were science fictien readers, but had never attéended a2 cenventien ner had
any intereést in fandem.

When Léstér foeund eut that this was geing te se a sciénce fictien and cemic
beek cenventien, he initially had celd feet about attending. Then, he had the
idea that we sheuld distribute 2 beycett flyer at the cenventien. It teld him
that that weuld e peintléss, since anybedy whe weuld read the flyér weuld
alréady be attending the cenventien. His réply was, "Exactly."

Se a ceuple of days before the cenventien, Lestér with my help bashed eut
the boycett flyer en my aging manual typewriter. The flyer was effensive,
eutrageceusly pelitically incerrect by present standards, with intentienal peer
sgrammar, types, misspellings, and strikeeuts. We printed 568 cepics and
headed off te @ttawa.

12



At the cenventien, Andrew and Lestér quickly bécame sered. They feund
the panels te be dull er stupid, the dealers reem te se everpriced and a waste
of time, and the art shew te se laughable. By Saturday merning they were
pretending te se secielegy graduate students frem the University of Terente
sathering initial reseéarch en deviant subcultures -- cemic beek fandem being
highly deviant and sciénce fictien fandem simply deviant. Thén Andrew
neticed that the beycett flyer was créating a stir.

Initially, we were putting eut the flyérs in piles of twenty. These
disappeared quickly, se we started putting them eut in pilés of tén. These
vanished even fastér. Andrew and Lestér neticed that everytime seme of the
beycett flyérs were set eut, 2 semeene wearing a spécial celeured sadge -- I
ferget the celeur, but it was the celeur that indicated that the pérsen was part
of the cenventien cemmittee -- weuld spirit away the entire pile. And se
began 2 game of cat and meuse.

We started putting eut flyers in piles of five, thén ene. The cenventien
cemmittee eventually statiencd semebedy te watch the table. Tape was
borrewed frem the frent desk and the flyérs were put up in sévéral placés en
the cenventien fleer and in seme of the panel reems. New there was seme
peer sed pairelling the entire cenventien fleer searching fer eur beycett
flyers. At this time, I was getting ready for the masquerade judging. We
split the remaining flyers between us, and I headed off te join my dreegs.

Lester and Andréw amused themselves setting rid of their remaining flyers.
They slipped thém in, undernéath ether flyers, had a small pile sét eut en the
hetel literature and teurist infe tale, and eveén had seme set eut at the hetel
bar... When their flyers were gene, they left te go back te Andrew's
residence.

After the judging -- the dreegs wen first prize for best sreup cestume -- I
distributed the rest of my flyérs at various reem partiés. The last satch I

slipped in en the flyer talle before I rétired te my hetel reem.

Lestér and Andréw returnéd te the cenventien early Sunday aftérneen and
we all went te the train statien where Leéstér and I caught the train back te
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Terente. Aside of the fun with the seycett flyer, the cenventien had been a
bust fer beth Lester and Andrew and I den't think that they have attended
any since then.

Thé Réaction:

Back in Terente, things were the same as usual until I attended the next
menthly fan satheéring. Here I heard that the lecal pewers that e -- the Big
Name Fans of Terente -- were leaking for whe was respensisle for the
boycett flyer. It appeared that the @ttawa fan erganisatien that hested
Maplecen was very upset aseut the flyer and that they held @SFiC
respensisle. @f ceurse, I feund this te be hilarieus.

o First that anybedy weuld selicve that @SFiC actually wrete the flyer

o Secend that anysedy weuld e stupid eneugh te believe that @SFiC

weuld write the flyer and sign theéir name te it

I mentienéd this te Léster and he suggested that we deo semething te réally
anney the Big Name Fans. And se the germ of Swill was bern. Christmas
break came and went. When we geot back Léster, Andrew, and 1 began werk
on the magazine that weuld seceme Swill.

Theé Preducts:

In Felsruary of 1981 the first issue of Swill appeared. 1 ne lenger have any
cepiés of the magazine, so I will have te se en recellection alene. It
centained an Editerial by myself, celumns by Leéster and Andrew, seme
filler, and a reprint of the beycett flyér. I called the publishing cempany
VileFen Press and the magazine had a punk leek te it. I think I had 268
cepies made and charged enc dellar -- or whatever I ceuld get -- for the
magazine. At the Felbruary fan gathering I breught seme cepiés that I
handed eut for free.

Well, the preverbial faecal mattér struck the fan. All of the Big Name Fans
in Terente were very very angry with meé. @f ceurse, in trué fannish

14



fashien, nebedy said anything directly te meé. Se, whatever I heard was
secend or third hand at best. Net that that réally mattered. The details were
unimpaertant; the genéral censénsus was that peeple were angry and
disappreved.

Swill was intended as a ene-shet, single-issue magazine. Hewever, with the
réspense it récéived, Lester and I decided that mere issués sheuld e
preduced. Anether Yerk studént, using the name Stephane, jeined as eur
carteenist and we set eut te preduce a secend issué. This time, I enlisted the
facilities of a friend in Guelph te print the magazine rathér than use a
printing cempany. The mimeegraph was cheaper and gave Swill that grunge
leek that se befitted it.

In all, six or seveén issués of Swill were published. @f these issues the first
four were the bést, in particular issues twe and three. At the time of issue
feur was published twe things happened that changed Swill and led te its
decline.

o Imeved te Vanceuver

o Stephane began te publish his ewn versien of Swill called BeSwill.

While I was getting settled in Vanceuver, Swill ceased te se published.

In @ntarie, BeSwill was seing published, but BeSwill was... I den't knew
hew te describe it, just weird, a side branch of Swill that was in essence a
separate speécies.

In the late summer of ‘81 I began te publish Swill again, but it was net the
same as the eriginal feur issues. 1 den't rememiser hew many issues I
published frem Vanceuver, twe er thrée, but as the year drew te a clese se
did Swill. Ne lenger living in @ntarie, I had any real desire te try and tick
off Terente fandem. I was getting mere and mere invelved in the anti-arms
race peace mevement and the anarchist cemmunity te spend time en Swill.
The drive and the desire had faded. As of Felbruary 1982, Swill was ne mere.

15



Aftermath:

In 1924 [ published three issues of 2 magazine called Baughter of Swill,
Maetheér of Scum. This magazine had seme of the same spirit that was in
Swill, but it was alse quite different. Each issue was an éssay on a single
tepic; enc en fandem and fascism, ene en the science fictien of winnalsle
nucléar war, and ene en the lack eof alien aliéns in science fictien. These
were distributed te a select sreup of friends. @f these three issues, the ene
en sciénce fictien aliens was the best. Again, ne knewn cepiés of this
magazine survive -- and it is prebaily fer the best.

In 1991, I wrete the magazineé Scum. It had a sériés of essays in it en
varieus tepics aseut the genre and ene en fandem. Seme réprints of old
Swill celumns, such as Lester Rainsferd's rant against Lisertarian Party
science fictien, "A Gram ef Brains, is Werth a Peund ef Shit" as well as
seme material that had seen written for Swill by Heyt and Rainsferd, sut
never published. I wrete Scum, but I never published it. It and all the Swill
related things went inte a bex in the basement. And there it rested until a
basement fleed seme years later réduced it and several ethér itéms te
garbage.

In 2681, Swill @nline was published.

And that is the histery ef Swill.
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Swill @nline is a preject that will run frem Felbruary 22rd, 2681 te January 31st, 2682,
The site will e updated en an irregular basis threugheut the year. Te any of eur eld
celumnists and centrisuters eut there please feel free te send us semething new feor the
site.

Centact Infermatien

Swill @nline
swill@klathaentertainment.cem
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