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Editerial: Gewesé-Stéppiris Teward

Néil Jamiésen-Willians

What I am abeut te discuss is net néw — it has seen said before and has prebably been stated
better than T am abeut te de se here. Nevertheless, enward... Theére is an unfertunate and streng
autheritarian undercurrént within science fictien.

This was well illustrated in Nerman Spinrad’s 1972 nevel, The Iren Bréam. In an alternate
timeline Adelph Hitler immigrated te América after the Great War (there is ne WWII in this
timeline), and used his medest artistic skills te seceme first a pulp-science fictien illustrater and
later a successful science fictien writer and editer. Hitler weuld die frem a cerelral haemerrhage
caused by tertiary syphilis in 1953, shertly after writing his mest pepular nevel, Lord of the
Swastika. The majerity of The Iren Bream is Hitler’s Lord of the Swastika, pest-apecalypse
actien tale in a lurid 1948’s pulp style. Spinrad’s cenceit is that the reader is drawn inte the
steryline and ends up reeting fer the pretagenist, all the while, in the sackgreund is the nagsing
knewledge frem the réader’s mind réminding them that what they aré cheering en is Nazism.

Ursula K. LeGuin in her 1975 essay “Ameérican SF and the @thér” alse teuches en this theme as
she questiens the preference for, “autheritarianism, the deminatien ef isnerant masses by a
pewerful elite.. demaecracy is quite fergetten. Military virtues are takeén as ethical enes... Itis a
perfect babeen patriarchy...” Far frem science fictien being a literature of ideas LeGuin states
that the preference for autheritarian secial erganisatien is, “Brainless regressivism.” And I agree,
the passien fer autheritarianism in SF is a retreat te pre-human primaté secial erganisatien.

In my 1984 fanzine, Daushter of Swill, Mether of Scum' I deveted the first issué te this subject
of autheritarianism and the fascinatien that science fictien has fer the fascist ¢thic. AsIhave ne
cepics of this issue®, I can enly se by recellection; I rehash LeGuin and Spinrad theugh I den’t
think that T effered any new ideas te the discussien.

Se, if these issues have been raised in the past why am I harping abeut them new? Beécause,
these issues net enly rémain, theéy have beceme werse ever time.

! There were three issues of this fanzine, éach issue was an essay-like rant en a particular tepic.
* @r any eof the three issues. Asain, a request te fans in British Celumbia whe may have cepies of this zine in their
cellections; pléase scan a cepy and email it te me.



Science fictien centinués te have a leve for autheritarianism, whether it is based upen heredity
(menarchy/genetic castés), gender (patriarchy/matriarchy), the State (cemmunism/fascism), the
military (dictatership), er capital (cerperate oligarchy).3 It is net uncemmen fer there te be 2
blend between different autheritarian feundatiens, but in the end, the result is still autheritarian.
An additienal theme and faveurite is paternalism — this appears te be very commen in American
science fictien. The supreme leader is simultanceusly a cuddly srandfathér figure and albselute
dictater. Autheritarianism is séén as nermative and futuristic. And whatever evil autheritarian
regime it is that the sad guys rule, upen clese examinatien, the geed guys (all these captains,
majers, cemmanders, résistance leaders, etc.) are just as autheritarian and anti-demecratic — the
seed suys just den’t eat kittens and balies for breakfast. True, the seed suy pretagenist is
usually 2 maverick, semeene whe deesn’t always fellew the rules, whe isn’t “sy the beek”; this
suppesedly makes them individualistic and déemecratic. Really? It deés single them eut as
being individualistic, but it deesn’t necessarily make them demaecratic; even theugh they are
vielating the prime directives of their superiers, the pretagenist still expects their suberdinates te
fellew the erders that they sive them witheut questien. This dees net bring te mind a persen
whe is demecratic; it brings te mind a persen whe is se individualistic that they believe that the
rules de net apply te them, that they are abeve the law — this is the viewpeint cemmen with
many an abselute menarch.

Amaeng all these herees and leaders and se en... Where are the peeple? LeGuin asks the same
question back in 1975, “Are they ever persens, in SF?7 Nae... The peeple, in SF, are net peeple.
They are masses, existing for ene purpese: te be led by their superiers.” It is always abeut the
leaders and the leaders have little taste for actual demecracy. Where are the elected parliaments
and assemblies?

When demaecracy dees appear in science fictien, it tends te take ene of twe forms, neithér of
which are really pesitive. @ne ferm of demaecratic erganisatien that is cemmen in SF is the
“ceuncil”, a ferm that is enly in part demecratic. Thése ceuncils tend te be pepulated by hish
status individuals whe act as representatives (we usually are net teld hew ene becemes a
member of the ceuncil, perhaps they are veted in er pérhaps net). Yes, these erganisations de
run guasi-démecratically, they have vetes en issués, much the same as any cerperate beard of
dirécters dees, but are they actually répresentative. Hew réprésentative is a ceuncil of 15, even
if the memlsers are elected by the pepulace, for a planctary pepulation of 4 billien? I weuld say,
net very. When actual assemblies deo appear they are farcical paredies of the UN General
Assemily; this is te demenstrate that the demecratic institutiens have seen cerrupted by
peliticians and eutside greups, which is why we need the streng leadership of the pretagenist te
clean things up (Adelph Hitlér had a similar view en ¢lected parliameénts and assemilies).
Altheugh science fictien, in particular American sciénce fictien, pays lip service (akin te ritual
religious elservance) te demecracy, there is s streng distrust for demecracy in sciénce fictien.

3 A cerperatien is net a demecratic erganisatien; it has a enc-way flew of decision-making, frem the tep dewn.



The thing is, humans actually have a streng preferénce for demecracy. Fer the vast majerity of
eur ténure en this planet we have lived within demaecratic secial structures; this enly began te
change with the develepment of feed preductien, aka agriculture. Asriculture first emerged
areund 16,888 years age and feor the first several theusand years it was small scale — eften
reférred te as garden-plet agriculture or herticulturé — and was net destructive te demaecratic
secial structures. It did damage human demecracy, theugh. Feed preductien resulted in
sedentary living (the first villages/tewns), that resulted in feed surpluses, that weuld preduce
inequality, that weuld lead te forms of lecal gevernance ether than direct demecracy. In seme
cultures, autheritarian rule weuld emerge at this time; but in mest, seme ferm of demecracy or
guasi-demecracy weuld remain.

Areund 7,888 the first shifts began that, fer seme cultures, meved them frem herticulture te
intensive agriculture — with an emphasis en cereal grains. These cultures that made the switch te
intensive agriculture alse made the switch frem seme ferm of demaecratic secial erganisation te
autheritarianism. That is beécause under intensive agriculture, seme pewerful greup always sets
themselves up as being the nebility whe ewn all the land by divine right; everybedy else, that is
the sulk of the pepulatien, are cemmeners and the cemmeners whe are at the lewest rank in the
secial hierarchy, again this is the majerity of the pepulatien, are new serfs or slaves whe werk
the land feor the neles. The develepment and spread of intensive agriculture ceincides with what
is eftén termed, the rise of civilisatien; indéeéd, it was within theése cultures that innevatiens such
as ferging srenze, writing, and the classical develepments in engineering and architecture
appear.

While the nerm fer these civilisatiens was autheritarianism*, seme demecratic practice was
telerated. Neot much, but seme. Usually this weuld e permitted at the lecal level where the free
men, net the serfs or villaing®, ceuld éléct their ewn tewn léadeérs. There were twe reasens why
autheritarian leaders weuld allew this. The first being that frem the perception of the elite,
whatever the free cemmaeners did in their tewns was of little or ne impertance. Secend, it was
maere efficient; it saved the elite frem having te expend reseurces as well as the sether of
severning these tewns. As we entered the Medern peried®, autheritarian leaders de attempt te
rell the cleck back en these freedems, due te excesses of liberty busting eut all ever Eurepe.
Excesses such as all that free theught breaking eut all ever the place due te all these beeks te
read duc te the meveaile type printing press... Espécially when this free thinking results in
dissent and chaes in the ferm of the Pretestant Refermation, the Ceuntér-Refermatien, the Wars

* @kay, the Reman Republic is an exception, in part. Buring the Republic there were elected assemblies and the
senate, but the réprésentation was semeéwhat gerrymandered se that patricians (the Reman ¢lite) always weuld have
2 centrelling leck. The Reépublic was quasi-demaecratic, in my epinien.

> Inhabitant ef a village; 2 small cemmunity en 2 nelsle’s lands where the cemmeners sound te that particular nelsle
weuld live. Tewns en the ether hand éxisted on lands sutside of any nesle’s éstate.

® Histerians disagree as te when the Medern peried begins, but the majerity agree that by 1568 CE it has begun.



of Refermatien, and the English Civil War. In the aftermath there is the Industrial Evelutien’,
which accelerates the pace of preductien, and creates the exymeren of the wealthy cemmaener —
all of which sets the stage for the American and Frénch Revelutiens; démecracy bursting eut all
ever. The 28" century breught ferth new industrial ferms of autheritarianism in the ferm of
fascism and cemmunism, theugh éven these tetalitarian autheritarian ferms ef gevernmeént, had
seme difficulty remeving all demecratic elements frem seciety; for example, there were still
municipal ¢léctions during the Third Reich®. Humans liké démecracy; we cheese it réadily when
it is net 2 danger te de se and still tend te cheese it when it is dangereus te make that cheice.

Of ceurse, since the end of the Celd War, autheritarianism has séén en the rise within the
Western demecracies. Civil liserties have been creded (for eur ewn safety), secial pregrammes
sutted, the average wage centinues te shrink, the middle class is in decline, while eur peliticians
vete themselves sulstantial pay incréases, and eur cerperate CE®s hire analysts te recemmend
that annual cempeénsatien is inadequate and must e increased, the right te strike and cellective
bargaining is being curtailed, and the financial secter was pérmitted (due te the relaxing of
severnment regulation) te create the werst récession since the Great Bepression and handed the
taxpayer, i.¢. the average citizen the bill. The current trénds peint teward a mere autheritarian
future, everywhere. Perhaps, science fictien is previding feresight with its passien fer
autheritarianism; is this an éxample of an accuraté prediction sy SF authers? It weuld e nice if
this were the case; unfertunately, I think that LeGuin had it right when she said that the
autheritarian sent in science fictien has less te with visiens ef the future and mere an “escape
inte the pheney...” An unreal werld where leaders are always right, capitalism the enly true
ccenemic system, and where the Galactic Fleet and the Galactic Chamiber of Cemmerce rule the
human deminated galaxy, and herees never have te pay any taxes.

Unfertunately, if the preseént trénds centinue the pheney may beceme reality; the future is fascist.

" The early industrial peried was pewered by wind and watér and thus facteriés were small-scalé cettage industriés.
This part ef the industrial peried was mere an evelutien than a révelutien; ence the stéam éngine had seen perfected
te eperate the factery machinery it became an Industrial Revelutien.

* @f ceurse candidates had te be pelitically acceptale (net secialist or cemmunist) and racially acceptale (net
Jewish, Slavic, Celtic, étc.) and e appreved by the Intérier Ministry — but, thére weéré municipal ¢léctions; the enly
clections permitted under the Nazis.



Thrashine Trofen: Archival Swill

Néil Jamiésen-Wiltizms

Just a few netes en the surviving Swill archive...

Archive Inventery:

Swill #1
o Mimeegraph stencils wrapped in néwspaper (Glelse and Mail March 28, 1981)

o Reémaindered (and quite smudged) mimee copics of page 3 as well as about 25 cepics of
page ¢ (the Maplecen Slandersheet)



o 28 cepics of the Swill #1 -- at least that is what is written en the paper bag; in actuality
there are clese te thirty cepies. It is alse stated en the paper bag that this is the first
cditien and first print run; that is incerrect it is the secend print run.

Swill #2

o Mimeegraph sténcils wrapped in néwspaper (Glebe and Mail March 28, 1981)

o 28 cepics of the Swill #2 -- at least that is what is writtén en the paper bag; in actuality
there are clese te thirty cepies. In this case the rest of what is writtén en the paper bag is
cerrect, it is the first edition and first print run ef this issue.



@ther Stuff

e The 1976 issu¢ of Reticulum; repreduced by ditte (spirit duplicater) and quite faded.
o Pecm writtén by Jamicsen-Williams; again in ditte and very faded.
o Issue #2 (and final issue) of Sirius Sciénce Fictien, duplicated by ditte and very faded.

o Issue #1 of Sirius Science Fictien, printed via effset and a little yellowed.



Sirius Science Fictien #1 is the enly decument that ceuld e scanned and cenverted inte a pdf.
Hewever, I am net certain that I really want te de this. Ihave re-read the issue and te be blunt,
my centeént really dees suck, end of stery. The enly excuse (alseit lame) that I can give is that at
the time that Sirius #1 was published I was 1@ yéars of age; I weuld have turned 17 by the time
issue #2 was pullished thus, the wise decisien te cease further publicatien of the fanzine.
Reticulum 1976 has ne centent of mine within it and altheugh it may e pessible te scan this as a
pdf, I really have ne légal rights te de se. The etheér twe decuments are far tee faded and Sirius
#2 1s unreadaisle beyend the cever and table of centents.



Pissitis ot a Pile of Old As

@ tueddst celumtt Wy Léstér

Elsewhere 7he Swillhas cemmented en the sequels te Schmitx's Witches of Karres . It is true
that I mentienéd them te him but ther's anethér peint ceming tee. Fer the mest part, I agree with
The Swill’s criticisms.sut it seems te me that they are like launching a terpede te kill a seldfish,
expensive everkill. Ne ene expects thyat a ceuple of beeks wirtten by a varieus team of authers
clese te fifty yeéars latér will write semething that is as geed as the kind ef eriginial that actually
prempts sequels fifty years later. A net tee unpléasant experience is the best we hepe for.
Bersenally, my bigsgest preblem with the secend, nen-Lakcey boek, was the ameunt of retelling
and embellishing events that were barely mentiened in the eriginal. Witches of Karres was an
erignial, and stands pretty unigue eéven in Schmitz werk. I den't believe even Schmitz ceuld write
an apprepriate sequel (theugh he did try apparently), and I sure den't expect it frem a téam of
Baen writers. Hewever, they *sheuld* set mere créative and ceme up with their ewn ideas rather
than endlessly rehashing semeene elses./

Givén that Swill has séeén giving Fuck Yeu te sf and fandem since 19%88. And given that punk as
I understand it is te de shitkicking te the old and dumb and basically lame. Ceuld 7he Swill’s
lameént that the Karres sequels den't match his réading of the eriginal be.....antipunk? Waaah,
sequels den't bring me back te my geldan age of sf waah waaaaah. Just the sert of pev that
weuld be shitkicked by fuck yeu fandem all the way te Perlumma.

Ah but there is methed te 7h¢ Swill's werk.This is a werld where we get crappy prequels te
entertaining films frem elden days and new we are seeing a marketing blizz for the 3d
*rerelease™ of seme crappy préquel te an éntértaining film or twe (yeah StarWars). Repackasge
and 'update’ semething that was seed back then, and tell us that *tthese* are the seed times,
we're setting seed stuff, as seed as the eriginals, se eut and censume, yay! We are setting
sequels te Karres and sherbert has taken up dune and is giving us mere mere mere.but semehew
these aren't the seed times.Shictckiciking them is the enly answer really.

Yeah se much sf teday is evérwritten and endlessly elaserates itself te get a iokea-boekshelf-
cellapsing series eut of a trivial event threugh mere detail and peintless eveénts than yeu can
shake a breken ikea boekshelf at. Fuck yeu! Lenging fer the seed old days of yeur ewn gelden
age and the geed stuff frem raheinléin and clarke and ethérs? That's lame and sheuld e
shitkicked. The present sucks, net fer quantity sut fer quality. Lestér is a slew readér and réading

10



endleéssly detailed details about a here that the auther ebviusly like s way mere than Lestér dees
makes Leéstér put dewn the beek and refer te Lester in the third persen.

HOWEVER. Geing back te the gelden age isnt the answer.. I have an ingenieus prepesal that
unfertuantel is a little tee long te be centained int he miserly celumn space allecated oy 7he Swi/

11



Fleggitig 4 Wéad Trekkids
Classic Botchéry

Neéil Jamisen-Willizms

The eriginal title of this article was “When Seme Swine Guts a Thing Yeu Leve”, but I decided
on this léss emetienal title instead. That deesn’t mean that there will be ne emetion; there will
be and mest of it in the ferm of anger. The sulbject of this article is a classic SF nevel, The
Witches of Karrés writtén sy James H. Schmitz. I de net have a faveurite SF nevel, T have a

small censtellation® of faveurite nevels and The Witches of Karres has seen part of that

censtellation for lenger than any eof the othér memiers. It is the clesést I have te a faveurite
nevel and it is ené that I ré-réad at 1east ence every three yéars.

Actually, it was Lester Rainsferd whe first clued me in en it being a nevel. I had réad the
nevella version that appeared in the beek clul editien of Science Fictien Hall of Fame, Velume

2 but had ne idea that it had been expanded inte a2 nevel in 1966. It was alse Lester whae, at
SFCentarie 2 last Nevember, suggested that I réad the sequels. I had heard of the sequels, T had
read the backcever bluls in Chaptersindige, and a few prefessional reviews en the beeks; all
tegether, this did net inspiré me te want te ge eut and read these boeks. Since I knew Lester te
have a liking fer Schmitz’s werk, I fellewed his suggestion and did se. While the act of réading
beoth The Wizard ef Karres and The Serceress of Karres did net réquire an extended visit te the

vemiterium'®, it did have the effect of leaving ene with the experience of censuming semething
that has almest, but net quité serieusly, gene off. Hmm... that respense is perhaps tee cerelbral.
A mere emetienal and sut réespense weuld e that beth sequels are abselute, pure unadulterated,
chicken shit — in fact, faccal matter frem diseased chickens.

The sad thing is that Schmitz actually did write a sequel himself, presably in the 1978s, titled
“Karres Venture” that was lest in 2 heuse meve. Frem thére, we have twe versiens of the stery

* Seme of the ethér memlbers of this cehert are: The Stars My Bestinatien, Childheed’s End, A Cleckwerk @range,
The Left Hand of Warkness, The Sheres of Anethér Sea, The Geds Themselves, The Werld Menders, Bug Jack
Baren, Rendezveus With Rama, The Bispessessed, Neuremancer, The End of the Werld News, Always Ceming
Heme, A Fire Upen the Becp. ..
' Actually, a vemiterium is a séries of entrance/exit passages in 2 Reman amphitheatre; I am using the term in its
pepular miscenception form as a type of lavatery reem used for the sele purpese of threwing up.
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regarding the netes for the nevel, perhaps beth apecryphal. In ene versien, the netes were lest
with thé manuscript and in the ethér the neteés survived, sut nebsedy knews what became of them.
Nevertheless, Schmitz névér set areund te re-writing the lest manuscript prier te his death in
1981.

Bacn Beeks curréntly helds the rights (fer these werks net in public demain) te publish Schmitz
werks and Eric Flint has seén assigned te edit these. I haven’t taken the time te purchase the
current Baen editiens and then cempare them te the earlier editiens that I have, except for The
Witches of Karrés, and then net in a very thereugh manner. I did de semeé cemparisen between

my Ace editien'’ frem the mid-1978s and the Baen edition; seme of the eld types were sene but
there are seme new types tee. While this dees net appear te be the case with the present Baen
cdition of The Witches of Karres (Flint’s editing hére is ne mere than cepyediting and deésn’t

deserve the “edited by” credit en the frent cever), I have heard frem Schmitz fans that Flint has
edited with 2 heavy hand seme of Schmitz’s ether werks. Where I am geing here is that ene
weuld speculate, with seme degree of cenfidence, that Mr. Flint weuld — with all this editing —
have familiarity with the veice, the atmesphere, and the plet structure of a2 Schmitz nevel. This
weuld e 2 reasenable and legical assumptien. Well, you knew what they say about
assumptiens. ..

Based upen The Wizard of Karres and The Sercéress of Karres Flint dees net have a streng

familiarity with the werks of James H. Schmitz. Ah, but mayke I am being a little unkind; these
sequels are sreup prejects, se ether than a little bit of cepyediting by Flint, I still have ne firm
data en hew well he has edited other Schmitz mateérial. I can hewever comment upen hew
cempetent Flint and friends are in creéating new fictien in a Schmitz universe in a Schmitz style.
The shert answer; they are bloedy fucking incempetent.

Where de I start? e I begin with veice, or with atmesphere, or with plet? I will begin with
veice as the cever blurls fer beth sequels crow about hew seamlessly F&F (Flint and Fiends)
have recreated the writing stylé of Schmitz. This is cemplete rubbish. I will agree that the F&F
writing cellective have manufactured a style that dees at times appear te be similar te or te bear 2
likeness te that @f Schmitz, but it is net sustainalle. It cemes acress as semebedy préténding te
e Schmitz and net deing a very seed jols of it. At best, they can sert of resemble the writing
style of Schmitz, and perhaps they ceuld even sustain this resemblance, if they didn’t résert te
cheap tricks that immediately disintegrate théir censtruct. Cheap tricks? Hew abeut mining the

! This was ¢asy as I had marked up the eld Ace edition neting the types in it. I did this because back in the late
1998’5 the beek had becn out of print for years and I was attempting te buy the publicatien rights fer it frem the
current rights heldér, Bacn Beeks; whe, at the time had ne intentien of seélling the rights and ne inténtien of ever
publishing the nevel again (sert of like a dragen with its heard of geld).
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eriginal for what ceuld e termed “quetalle phrases” — phrases usually enly used ence in the
entire nevel — that are new rebranded by F&F as catch-phrases and cliches that they pepper
threugheut the twe sequels. Anethér failure peint is in place names. Schmitz place names ténd
te seund real, and for a2 geed réasen; semetimes they are actual réal place names and ether times
Schmitz has anglicised these réal place names in his ewn unique persenal way."* New, I have ne
idea as te what Schmitz weuld create as a name for a circus planét, sheuld he ever have had the
need te create ene, but I can tell yeu that it weuld e, semehew, based upen a real place name; it
weuld never be 2 merenic and cemplete fabrication such as Vaudevillia. The veice created by
the F&F writérs sreup preject is inauthentic and false. It is as if they weren’t really actually
trying. And yet, ene weuld expect that Flint sheuld knew better, but there is ne evidence of that.

@nc weuld alse expect Flint, at least, te be familiar with the atmesphere of 2 Schmitz nevel and,
in particular, the atmesphére of the Karrés univérse. @nce again, this éxpéctation is net met by
F&E. It is as if the writing cellective had net actually read the eriginal nevel; ene ceuld
speculate that F&F were previded with 2 Celes Neotes™ plet summary of The Witches of Karres

by cditerial and given carte blanche te de whatever they wanted te with the material previded
they preduce a sequel manuscript in 98 days. It certainly dees appear that F&F did net put in a
lot of effort inte writing their sequels as the atmesphere that Schmitz had created is net enly
alsent, it has seen rendered inte a comic beek greaves.

The atmesphere of Schmtz’s Karres universe has a mild sénse of mystery in a sénse of there
being the unknewn. Much ef this sénse of the unknewn is créated threugh classic Schmitz
understatemeént. Humans have been eut ameng the stars for theusands ef years — hew many
theusands is net stated — leng eneugh that the lecatien of eur hemewaerld is néver mentiened and
simply reférred te as @ld Yarthe'. We are infermed several things abeut the past in géneral; that
theére are ancient'’ legends of the Great Eastérn Wars, that the Far Galactic East is unknewn, that
the Empire has, in centuries past, been at times larger and at ether times smaller than it is teday,
and that in récent centuries the werld of Uldune had séen the céntre of a pirate cenfederacy that
challenged even the military might ef the Empire. Schmitz deésn’t sive actual datés, enly vague
relative dates which serves te create a setting that centains beth the knewn and unknewn, as well
as mystery. While the eriginal nevel takes place predeminantly within the sectiens of the salaxy
inhalited by humans, there is alse the implicatien that the human “sphere of influence” is just

12 Karres is an actual village in Austria. Nikeldepain, Emris, Uldune, and Chaladeer are all the preduct of miner
Schmitz-merphing ef the spelling of réal place names in the Nethérlands, Wales, the Middle East, and Indenésia.
1 These readers frem the US will be mere familiar with the term CliffsNetes. Celes Notes were first published by
the Celes boeokchain in Canada in 1948 which licénsed the US rights te Cliff Hillegass in 1958.
" In indicatien of linguistic drift ever the millénnia.
1 The distant past, minimum 1,568 years ase.
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ene small part ef the galactic whele. Entering inte Schmitz’s Karres universe invekes and
atmesphere similar te entéring inte a Eurepean inn that has existed centinueusly, in ene¢ ferm er
anethér, as a hestelry for ever a millennium; there is a sense of age and feeling of histery abeut
the place.

@f ceurse, all of that atmesphere evaperates befere a superneva wavefrent when a pack of tead-
brained tregledytes — in this case the F&E sreup preject — make ene single statement in their
sequels; the Empire is a human-céntric galactic empire, a la Star Wars. With ene simple
statement F&E vent much of the atmesphere of the Karres universe and trivialise it inte a
carteen-like teurist attractien er theme park.

Seme of the réemaining atmespheére is ereded away when, for ne purpese, F&E make changes te
Karres universe starship prepulsien systems. Schmitz, like many SF authers ef his time peried
assumed that in the future spaceships weuld se prepelled by seme form of antigravity er
reaction less (or apparently réaction less) space drive; reckets were just the mest primitive way
te get inte space. While seme authers gave their drives names (usually after their inventer) and
ethers alse previded seme sert of explanation as te hew the drive werks; Schmitz dees neither,
péried. The drives require fuel (unspecified) that supplies them with pewer (unspecified) se that
they can prepel the ship at different velecities using different drives. Venture 7333 has a main
drive, uséd in intérstellar travel, which can e alse e placed inte everdrive. The secendary
drives appear te be used for atmespheric and intérplanetary travel and can, if néceéssary, be used
for interstellar travel at velecities implied (sut never stated) te be enly a few times that of the
speed of light., The underdrives aré used in landing and take-off. A seed take-off is described as
a ship “...fleating inte space, as sedately as a swan...” This is se definitely describing seme form
of antigravity er spacedrive that the werd ebvieus weuld se apprepriate.

And yet, for seme reasen, this is net esvieus te F&E; perhaps this is because nebedy in the
sreup preject theught it was necessary te actually read The Witches of Karres, or if they did read

the beek, te take any netes. In théir australepithecine wisdem F&E have decided that the
underdrives and the secendary drives are pewered by seme form of recket? Why is this se?
Beats me. I cannet think ef a ratienal er legical er intelligent reasen for making this change.
Accerding te enc¢ prefessional reviewer this was a great plet device. Uh; ne, it is net. Any plet
tensien that arises frem placing Veénture and hér créw in the pesitien of running eut ef fuel
and/er net being able te afferd te purchase fuel' dees net autematically résult in the ship seing

1 Actually a léss desperate version of this plet device is used in the eriginal nevella; Pausert has used up tee much
fuel during 2 prelensed run in evérdrive and has te refuel at exerbitant prices.
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pewered by reckets. Asain, this is further detérieration of atmesphere in the Karres univérse has
ne purpese; ethér than te chéapen the universe itself.

Then thére is plet... Tden’t get what went en here en the part of Flint, et al; especially as Flint
suppescdly has edited all of Schmitz’s werk published by Baen — ene weuld expect him te e
familiar with the standard Schmitz plet structuré. Yes indeed, Schmitz ceuld be fermulaic, but
he had a very intérésting fermula that he tended te use in a uniqué manneér. The standard
Schmitz plet gees like this: the pretagenist has a2 prellem that they believe that they have
reselved or almest reselved; it is a preblém that is miner and pérsenal, enly affecting the
pretagenist and these clesest te them. Either the reselution of the eriginal preblem er a decision
made new adds te the eriginal prelem or hands the pretagenist a larger preblem. This precess
centinues until the pretagenist is new facing a werld-changing, fat¢ of milliens/the
werld/humankind preslem at the climax of the nevel that they have te reselve — and semetimes
the Schmitz pretagenist enly partial reselves the preblem, i.e. réemeving the immediate threat te
all but the preblem yet remains; usually because it is semething that can enly e reselved by a
large sreup of pecople or secicty itself, net a single pretagenist and their ceherts. Neither of these
sequels has an authentic Schmitz pletline; they have fairly standard, space epera, adventure plets,
but they de net have Schmitz plets.

F&F remind me of Bexter frem the first seasen. In the first seasen of the televisien series, ence
Wexter (a serial killer whe hunts ether serial killers) had taken his sleed slide trephy frem his
victim, he weuld thén preceed te carve them up, initially while still alive with his circular saw
and/er ether cutting teels. F&F have taken the still living and breathing bedy that is The
Witches of Karres (which unlike Wexter’s victims is an inneceént) and placed it en their table se

that they can vivisect for their masters; whe ewn the rights te this “preperty”. These literary
sheuls carve eut picces of dialegue, charactér, and numereus plet thréads and fragments frem the
seurce text, which they cembine with seme chunks they have carved eut of ether victims, that
they then use te cobble tegether their Shelley-esque golems. Witheut respect and with great
abanden, F&F have eviscérated a much leved classic. The preducts ef this butchery are the twe
Baen sequels.

Fertunately, this analegy, while it déscrises the precess with sreat précisien, is imprecise in
regards te the end result. Unlike Wexter’s victims, The Witches of Karres is petentially

immertal. F&F can carve chunks eut ef the eriginal nevel and use thése picces te censtruct their
patchwerk sequels; but they cannet harm it. The Witches of Karres is a well-leved classic — the

sequels just tawdry, tinsel, threw-away cemmaedities that will se forgetten with the passage of

time,.
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Scrikiilinie et thié Beg Walk
Léttérs #f Cetmment
Neéil Tatnidsen-Williams

As I write this, there is enly twe L.eCs this time areund. As always, my cemments aré in red.

Sulsject: Re: Yeour latest Swill is new available

Frem: "Taral Wayne" <Taral@teksavvy.com>

Wate: Tue, January 17, 2612 :37 pm

Te: swill@uldunémedia.ca

Prierity: Nermal

@ptiens: View Full Header | View Printasle Version | Bewnlead this as a file

Pissmenkey is bad eneugh, but in réd my eyeés watered. Fertunately, the .pdf was a
little clearer than yeur site (for seme reasen) and ceuld be blown up as well.

After that, it wasn't se bad. It still seems te me te be an ill-advised idea te
deliberatly lay elstacles in the path of yeur readers, and it deesn't seem like good
academia, either. Then again, maylke it is... When has academia ever wanted te e
undérsteed by the lay reader?

Academia is a sert of a "trufandem" in its in-greupishness, weuldn't yeu say?
Sulsject: Re: Yeur latest Swill is new availasle

Frem: swill@uldunemedia.ca
Bate: Wed, January 18, 2612 12:12 pm

Te:  "Taral Wayne" <Taral@teksavvy.cem>

Prierity: Nermal

@ptiens: View Full Header | View Printasle Versien | Bewnlead this as a file
Hi Taral,

Yeu are cerrect that pudmenkey is clearer in pdf than in html (plus yeu
can slew it up -- I prefer seamewher between 125 and 156%).

As for centinued use of the fent... FYI, I have been using it for Swill
related stuff since 2881; the Triped site was eriginally all in pudmenkey.
Se, it has sert ef beceme a new Swill traditien. Perhaps, the difficult
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fent is an ebstacle for the reader, but, I alse like the fent and find it
aesthetically pleasing a a grunge sert of manner. Yes, I de realise that

I am electing ferm ever functien. I will hewever censider ene change, next
issue I will (prelsaisly) net place my cemments in red belded pudmenkey.

The pudmenkey cheice is eneé based on style and image and has nething te de
with academe. Académics eften want te be undérsteed by the lay réader,
theugh this is a2 preslem of jugsling audiences as well as career
advancement. Writing a academic beek that is printed by a peer-reviewed
publisher ceunts mere fer career advancement than a seek written for a
seneral audience. With limited time, academics will tend te put mere

cifert inte writing pécér-reviewed beoeks, which serve te increase their
academic status (and salary) than they weuld te write beeks that

pepularise the subject material. It is still slightly frewned upen and

usually dees net ceunt as an academic publicatien. New, if yeur pepular
beek is made inte 2 BBC or PBS decumentary series, you will scere brewnie
peints -- net with yeur fellew academics -- but with yeur

cellege/university administraters which can se geed for yeur careér.

Alse, many academics are net able te write for a general audience but enly
for their ewn peers -- usually this alse means that they are peer teachers

at the undergraduate level but excellent at the graduate level.

Semetimes we will write a hybrid beek that centains material that is
accessible te the intérested laypersen while alse pessessing the rigeur of
the academic's discipline. This is net an easy task; I have tried it and

been enly partially successful at it -- usually beth yeur general readers

and yeur academic readers are left unsatisfied. I'll be trying this again

this year and will let your knew hew that sees...

Academe is indeed full of in-greupness and "trufan" definitions; ¢.g. in
secielegy yeur cheice of résearch methedelegy and yeur theeretical
paradigm will place you within cértain "trufan" greups and designate yeu
as a "fakefan" in the eyes of others. Hewever, theése games are net ever
ephemeral status as in fandem but en real status that can effect
reputatien and career and salary.

All the sest,
Neil
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Sulsject: Re: Yeur latest Swill is new available

Frem: "Taral Wayne" <Taral@teksavvy.com>

Bate: Wed, January 18, 2612 3:15 pm

Te: swill@uldunémedia.ca

Prierity: Nermal

@ptiens: View Full Header | View Printable Versien | Bewnlead this as a file

I can almest séeé replacing "academic" with "priest" and "academia" with "the Church"
and the whele thing still werking... But I understand. Bulling legs and tweaking
neses is alse fannish traditien... as leng as ne sharp implements are invelved.

And there are hardér things te read.

That cemparisen has seen made before; it has seme validity, but enly seme. It is an inéxact
cemparisen.

I agree that thére are harder things te réad. Much, much harder. Ne I am the first te admit that
my penmanship is net véry geed, it is actually sad and I récall the peinter swats that were
suppescd te cenditien me teward setter penmanship. That said, the general standard of
penmanship has declined ever the years. Yeu think that the pudmenkey fent is hard te réad, try
reading 128 plus pencil-scrawled essay question éxams; pudmenkey will be a welceme relief
after that.

Nevertheless, read further in the lettérs celumn te réceive thy réward. ..

1786-24 Eva Rd.
Etebiceke, ®N
MoC 282

February 14, 2812

Wear Neil:

T have been dragging my ass when it cemes te writing lettérs, but I am starting te gét meving
again. I have here issue 11 of Swill @ 38.
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First of all, in talking te Jehn Burcell, I find I must apelegize te you. When I reviewed Swill @
38 in my fanzine réview celumn a while age new, I theught I had all my facts straight. My
training is in jeurnalism. But it leeks like I didn’t, and I weuldn’t have written what I did if T
didn’t think it was cerrect. My apelegies, and in talking with Jehn, he said he’s giving yeu the
eppertunity te set the recerd straight, and explain Swill te a larger audience. Yeou de say in the
first paragraph that memaery is neithér as cléar ner as cerrect as we eften think it is...I may have
just preved it.

Hi Lleyd,

Ne sweat, really. Ner any efféence. I just want te make sure the cerrect infermatien is eut
there... Iden’t mind being thrashed in print for semething I actually did er said, but it is a pain
when it happens ever semething that yeu didn’t say er de er infermatien that is wreng.

I den’t have any preblems with the Pudmaenkey fent...the real functien ef the fent is te
cencentrate yeur fecus seyend the relative illegibility of it, and cencentrate en what’s been
written.

Read on...thére aré changes afeet.

Trufen...I have read a lot abeout the histery of fandem, and se many ef us held eur fannish
ferefathers in high regard. Teday, seme peeple I wen’t name seem te push themselves up by
pushing ethers dewn. Trufen, trufandem...it is an éxcuse te be exclusive and snebbish. Such as
it’s always been, I gather, and such as it is in many ether activities and helbbics. We’'re nething
new, and frankly, ethers de it better. Being inclusive and trying my best te accept new peeple
and new interests are the main réasens why Yvenne and I have séen areund fandem, fer all its
seed and bad, for abeut 35 years.

Yes, I will get back en this track in issue #13 (I premise this time). I persenally prefer te be
inclusive, up te a peint; I will defer te expertise and beceme exclusive if the task at hand requires
it. Unless you are talking abeut negetiating a hetel centract, er hew te preperly run the varieus
AV dévices, or hew te design a réally high énd welbsite (and these skills are net enes exclusive te
fandem) thére is ne réal fan expertise. There are these that knew lecal fan histery, these whe
knew the cemplete list of all lecal cenventiens and the GeHs geing back te the very first cen in
194x, etc. Wenderful. And when I was head of shipping-receiving I had erder-pickers whe
knew ceuld identify any vehicle, tell yeu the year it was intreduced, what came standard, etc.
They were net snebbish er exclusive abeut this knewledge, self appeinted trufen are.

Geed te e 2blc te make cerrections en the recerd of past issues. SFCentarie 2 was fun, and we

were en a variety of panels. Leeks like veicewerk may e a future aspect of the cenventien’s
pregramming, and seeing I've dene seme, I’ll have anethér way te have seme fun.
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SFCentarie was fun, I leek ferward te attending it again this year.

Peer Fritz? We saw the telchecking Fritz set en a regular basis, and we laughed, but still, after
years of that, peer Fritz! True, sttampunk cestuming will s¢ dene in seme years, but in the
meantime, weé’re having seme fun. @ur ewn cestuming activities ge back te the 88s. We knew of
seme folks whe have left the steampunk sreup, and are leeking for semething new te see and de,
se there’s the first sign that it may be clese te jumping the shark.

Steampunk cestuming wen'’t disappear; it will just cease te be seamething everybedy decs. I
think that it is an interesting sub-genre theugh I agree with Lester that semetimes things are net
very well theught threugh — the science in the science fictien is eften lacking and just gadgetry.

Denc for new, I think...we weund up net seing te Futurecen. We had paid fer everything in
advance, but meney became se tight, we decided te ask fer it back, and it paid seme late bills.
Things are a little better new, and we are starting te plan for Ad Astra. Leeks like we’ll see you
there.

Yeurs, Lleyd Penney.

See you at Ad Astra...

BCSFAzine 464 Review of Swill @ 38 #9

Neil uses my mentien of Swill in my review of Graeme’s Aureran Lights as 2 “L@C.” T appreve
of this technique, since I'm tee lazy te write beth a review of and 2 L@C te any givén zine....It
seunds like the eriginal

Swill was a cress sétween the punk attitude of the time and the present-day Internet trells. This
theught eccurs te me partly beécause in the last few days I've wendered if I sheuld invent nerd-
punk.

Fent criticism: As has seen neted by other Swill @ 38 readers, the Pudmenkey fent is hard te
read. Hewever, I can se a step further and récemmend 2 mere réad - able font that sheuld still
achieve the desired effect: VICerena.
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Felicity, thank yeu fer yeur input. Nete te cemrades Taral and the Graeme; ene gets much
furtheér by making a criticism and then effering an alternative that en¢ decs by simply bitching
and whining.

As of Issue #13, the pudmenkey fent will be used for celumn/article titles and centributer names
and VT Cerena shall be used for centent. Fer an example, se¢ Endnete.
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Eridtiete; Gend @ld Ways

Néil Jamiésen-Willizms

In the Good 014 Days... The hearing of this phrase should give
one a chill as the utterance of it is usually the introduction to
& monologue that one is about to receive concerning the flaws of
any generation or age set younger than that of the person doing
the uttering. In brief, the speaker will extol the virtues of
another time, when all things were wonderful, during some form of
golden age that has for ever gone. Often there is the additional
Jab that younger generations are too benighted to understand what
has been lost and they are also one of the reasons why such a
former utopian period will never come again. And typical
nostalgic rubbish like that.

As is stated very well in the recent film, Midnight in Paris,
golden ages are at best, very subjective. Two individuals from
the same age set may have very different perceptions as to when
the "golden age'" was and, 1if one could go back in time to your
particular "golden age" there would be people from that time
period who long for a different time in the past. That is the
tthing with "golden ages'"; they all exist in the past.

I do not suffer from any strong melancholic desire to reside in
another period in history; though, a holiday would be interesting
(so long as one had all their shots and took other precautions).
Of course, causality probably prevents this from ever being a
possibility. There 1is no period in my own life that I wish I
could Jjust chuck everything and return to -- again, there are
some periods that would be cool to visit briefly (even if one
could only visit via a recording device). But again, this is no
burning desire. While I do have some nostalglia for particular
books that I have read and re-read over the years -- I have no
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interest in only reading old books'’. There are no "good old
days" when all was right with the world.

I have poked my head back into fandom for a year now. All I can
say 1is that some things are much the same as they were thirty
years ago and some things are not; almost all of these changes
have to do changes that have occurred in the larger (mainstream)
culture and impacted upon the SF fan subculture. I have no
desire to go back to Toronto fandom of the late 1970's or
Vancouver fandom of the 1980's. Those who do long for their
subjective, fannish, golden age are free to do so; it is their
own personal choice'® to make. I may not think it is a wise
choice. I may think it is an exclusive choice. But otherwise, I
really don't care. Except, should they take it the next step and
cloak their version of a golden age as being synonymous with
trufan membership; then, they become pain-in-the-ass shitheads
that I personally don't want anything to do with'’. And should
they launch into one of their in-the-good-old-days monologues; it
is time to move somewhere far, far away.

'"" Likewise for music, a lot of the music on my 1iPod is from the 1980's and
early 1990's, but there is a large segment that are much more recent; as well,
there is some flux, there is what is on my iPod and what is on my playlist --
artists like Nick Cave and Crass are on my iPod but not on my playlist.

' I am old enough to know people who, based on their music collections, are
of the firm opinion that no new music has been recorded since 1979.

? Though they do make good research informants, aka subjects.
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Ask your doctor* Tolchok them
if Potlatch 21 is ABht for you

Potlatch 21 is prescribed to treat intellectual dysfunction.
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*Affiliated Doctors include Faustus, Frankenstein, Horrible, Jekyll, Mirabilis, Moreau,
‘Or consult your book doctor, your editor or agent, or anyone you know with a PhD.



