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Genuine 1950s Science Fiction Art! Unique! Rare! Pathetic!

Actually, not bad for a six or seven year old kid with no artistic talent whatsoever. The
futuristic tower on the lower right was based on the weird agitator in my mother’s washing
machine. The satellite in the upper right corner bears a resemblance to the original Sputnik
( which I saw with my naked eye as it orbited past Ottawa in October of 1957 — though not in
such detail of course ). The generic space station is routine, though unusual for being only a few
hundred feet above the Earth’s surface. As for the ‘giant’ alien... it is rather creepy the more I
look at it. All in all a lively scene with some sense of composition created about half a century ago.
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IMPORTANT STUFF YOU CAN SAFELY IGNORE

WCSFAzine Issue # 3, Nov 2007, Volume 1, Number 3, Whole number 3, is the monthly E-zine of the West Coast
Science Fiction Association ( founded 1993 ), a registered society with the general mandate of promoting Science Fiction
and the specific focus of sponsoring the annual VCON Science Fiction Convention ( founded 1971 ).

Anyone who attends VCON is automatically a member of WCSFA, as is anyone who belongs to the British Columbia
Science Fiction Association, a social organization ( founded 1970 ) which is the proud owner of the VCON trademark. Said
memberships involve voting privileges at WCSFA meetings.

Current Executive of WCSFA:
President: Palle Hoffstein.
Vice-President/VCON Hotel Liaison: Keith Lim.
Treasurer: Tatina Osokin.
Secretary, & Archivist: R. Graeme Cameron.
Member-At-Large: Danielle Stephens (VCON 32 Chair ).
Member-At-Large: Deej Barens.
Member-At-Large: Christina Carr.

Since WCSFAzine is NOT the official organ of WCSFA, the act of reading WCSFAzine does not constitute
membership in WCSFA or grant voting privileges in WCSFA. Therefore you don’t have to worry about WCSFA policies,
debates, finances, decisions, etc. Unless you want to. Active volunteers always welcome. WCSFA Website:

< http://www.user.dcenet.com/clintbudd/ WCSFA/ >

IMPORTANT STUFF THAT IS VERY COOL

Your membership fee: Nothing!
Send your subscription fee to: Nobody!
Your responsibilities: None!

Your obligations: None!
Membership requirements: None!
Got something better to do: No problem!

WCSFAzine IS a fannish E-zine publication sponsored by WCSFA to promote and celebrate every and all aspects of
the Science Fiction Community on the West Coast of Canada.

You can download the latest issue ( and past issues ) from < http://efanzines.com > or contact the Editor at:
< rgracme@shaw.ca > and ask me to email you a PDF version of each issue as soon as it is ready.

WCSFAzine is not intended to be an information newswire service, or an industry promotional outlet, but rather an
eclectic ongoing anthology of bits and pieces of nifty rumours and misinformation as viewed through a fannish lens. You
can expect the focus to be on the West Coast, but with a peripheral vision including the entire world of fandom. Anticipate
info on upcoming books, fannish events, local clubs and conventions, film reviews, short essays, weird cover art, spin
doctor publicity announcements, peculiar speculations and astounding bits of trivia to put you in touch with your fannish
heritage.

WCSFAzine is not intended to be the perzine of the editor, though I will filter everything through my alleged wry sense
of #mbeeility humour.

You, and I mean YOU (!) are invited to submit short ( VERY short — say 2 to 3 paragraph ) articles, mini-essays, letters
of comment, art fillers ( small pieces of art ) and/or cover art to the Editor at:

R.G. Cameron, Apt 72G — 13315 1040 Ave, Surrey, B.C., V3T 1V5.

Or submissions in both electronic text and B & W line drawing in jpg form to: < rgraecme@shaw.ca >

Particularly interested in personal experience/view/opinion/review articles, preferably light in tone. Also any
interesting news.

No pay, but plenty of egoboo. Cheers all! The Graeme
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EDITORIAL

It’s been a rush in more ways than one preparing this issue of WCSFAzine. For one thing, preparations for and duties at
VCON 32 took up much of my time. This issue touches on events at VCON 32 but my con report will not appear till next
issue.

I can report that VCON 32 went well despite some last minute difficulties. It looks like, pending the Treasurer’s report,
that we at least broke even. All hotel function space and services has already been paid in full. The rooms reserved for the
Guests of Honour have been paid. The art auction did well, every participating artist sold at least one piece. Fran Skene’s
Turkey readings raised $600 for the Canadian Unity Fan Fund ( though all of it going to cover Peter Jarvis’s trip expenses I
understand. He starts his year as administrator from scratch, with the next Canvention only 6 months away. CUFF activity
in terms of fundraising and election is going to be fast & furious ).

The unofficial word is that membership reached 503, with about 50 of those being comps, so about 450 paid
memberships, or something close to that. VCON 32, I’ve heard, had about 450 memberships, of which only 350 were paid
memberships! So VCON’s financial picture this year should be about a 100 paying membership improvement! At any rate,
the final financial report is being number crunched even as I write, and should be available to report on next issue. We’re
all assuming we at least broke even.

Further good news, I was told at least 85 pre-registration memberships for VCON 33 were sold at VCON 32! That is a
very healthy sign of continued fannish support for VCON.

VCON 33 will probably be in October next year. A hotel has not yet been selected, but it has been confirmed that the
Author Guest of Honour will be Patrick Rothfuss < http://www.patrickrothfuss.com >Author of ‘The Name of the Wind’,
and the artist Guest of Honour will be Lisa Snellings-Clark, noted for her modern fantasy sculptural pieces in mixed media.
See < http://www.lisasnellings.com > for a glimpse of her remarkable work.

So far the response to WCSFAzine is encouraging. In the registration bags given to every member at VCON was a full
page promotion for WCSFAzine and hopefully that will expand the readership. Am counting on word of mouth to let local
fans know that WCSFAzine exists, but am also promoting it whichever way I can think of. After all, the mandate of
WCSFAzine is to serve the West Coast Science Fiction Community! So far so good!

I should have the next issue finished by December 1st. Many thanks to Bill Burns at < http://www.efanzines.com > for
hosting. Please send me feedback! < rgraeme@shaw.ca > Cheers! Ghod-Editor The Graeme
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CONVENTION STUFF

THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF VCON 1: Part Three

THE VANCOUVER SF CONVENTION - APRIL 9-10, 1971:
By RGC
FRIDAY, 9TH APRIL, 1971:

The convention ( retroactively known as V-Con I ) began at 1:00 PM in the convention suite ( room 1208 ) on the 12th
floor of the Hotel Georgia ( room 1208 -- the convention was confined to this one suite until Saturday, when programming
began in the York banquet hall ). T arrived promptly and set up my 8mm projector in the bedroom, laying out a number of
the infamous edited-down 12-minute-long versions of film classics like: 'BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN', DRACULA', 'IT
CAME FROM OUTER SPACE' and 20 MILLION MILES TO EARTH' available via mail order from FAMOUS
MONSTERS OF FILMLAND. Throughout the course of the two day convention, people wandered into the darkened
bedroom and threaded the projector themselves if they wanted to see the films. The projector ran continuously, or as the
Program Book put it: "Selected short films will be shown throughout the day."

At first I was a little disappointed, as there were only about ten people present. Then some Seattle people arrived,
including ( I think ) Frank Denton, and the conversation became more interesting. Too shy to participate, I sat on the edge
of the couch and listened. All present agreed that Philip K. Dick was the best SF writer on Earth, for instance. Then
Vancouver Sun reporter Jacques Khouri, accompanied by Sun photog Ray Allan, showed up, much to the displeasure of the
con organizers present. ( It seems that LeGuin had specified that no reporters interview her, and above all, no photos be
taken. ) Khouri questioned those present in an effort to understand modern SF but seemed hung up on BEMs ( Bug-Eyed
Monsters ).

Circa 5:00 PM Ursula K. LeGuin walked into the suite. She was momentarily nonplussed by the presence of the
reporters, but quickly and graciously consented to an interview. The photo which accompanied the article in the paper the
next day was flattering, even striking, so she was well served. Khouri's headline ran: "SCIENCE FICTION FANS RAP ON
AUTHORS. BEMS SCARCE AT HIBITED GET TOGETHER!" ( Must have been some old timers present. The 'Hibited
Men' was the name of an SF club run by Norman G. Browne here in Vancouver back in the 1950's. ) His article stated:

"Who should glide in but Ursula herself...direct from Portland, Ore. Minds were zapped instantly. Did she come by
astral travel? Or was it molecular retranformation? A time-space pill? Magic carpet ride, even? 'She drove up here from
Oregon," whispered one fan. He was quickly silenced... As soon as she sat down she was immediately drawn into the Sun
interview... 'People still have an awful faith in science,’ the 41-year old mother of three began. 'Almost like religious
faith.' ... 'The years between now and the turn of the century will be critical ones for mankind,' Mrs. LeGuin said.... 'Part of
the trouble is that we've felt we could control the future,' she went on.... 'Trying to run things is bad. There's no way
anybody can understand all the effects any action can lead to.""

Later in the article there appears the following:

"Said Robert Scott, president of the UBC Science Fiction Society, 'We're getting better sci-fi writers today than we ever
had in the past. They are now dealing with deep philosophical themes rather than simple space exploration."”

In my diary I recorded my own perception of LeGuin: "Hugo award winner, sci-fi writer and a nice human being.
Gentle sophisticate, beer drinker, obviously intelligent.” Yep, Ursula K. LeGuin encapsulated. Right.

When the interview was complete I ran to my apartment for a quick supper, then returned to the convention suite in
time for the 7:30 pm panel 'SF LOVES AND HATES' featuring UBC's John Park and Brent Maclean, and SFU's Bill
Dodds. This was great fun as they 'attacked' such prominent SF icons as Isaac Asimov and Robert Heinlein. The response
from the assembled fans, more than 30 people swarming everywhere, on chairs, the couch, the floor, under the table,
perched on windowsills, was terrific. Everyone joined in the dismemberment of 'serious' writers like Roger Zelazny, Kurt
Vonnegut and Philip K. Dick. Some of the more prominent fans present were Lawrence Ehman from Calgary ( a member
of the Alberta SF Association ), Regina's Leland Sapiro ( editor of The Riverside Quarterly ), and Seattle fan Frank Denton
(‘one of five directors of The National Fantasy Fan Federation ). It was hard to tear myself away from all the excitement,
but it was getting late and I wanted to be fresh for the morning.

TO BE CONTINUED

2007 CANVENTION 27 BUSINESS MEETING HELD AT VCON 32

2007 Canvention 27 Business Meeting Minutes
Canvention 27 / VCON 32 — Oct 21, 2007.
Unofficial version as recorded by audience member R. Graeme Cameron.

Present at meeting:
Non-voting: Michael Walsh — Chair, Fiona ??? — Acting Secretary.
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Voting: Robert J. Sawyer, Clint Budd, Peter Jarvis, Murray Moore, Jean-Louis Trudel, Fran Skene, David Strang, Christian
Sauve, R. Graeme Cameron, Randy McCharles & at least 2 or 3 others whose names I didn’t catch.

Under New Business: Steps toward improving the Aurora procedures ( procedural, rather than constitutional motions ) do
not require two years to take effect.

1) Amended motion to adopt the domain names < www.prixaurorawards.ca > and a not-yet-registered proposed domain
name for the Canvention website.
( Motion passed )

2) Amended motion to enlarge the permanent standing committee ( of 3 people ) to include up to 5 new members from

coast to coast and to appoint the webmaster of the Prix Aurora Awards web site ( one of the permanent standing committee )
as Chair of the Canvention committee.

( Motion passed unanimously )

3) Motion to include on-line nominations & voting, and on-site voting, in addition to the mail-in ballot ( on a trial basis ).
( Motion passed )

4) Motion to adopt the following list as the Committee’s duties:

a) managing the CSFFA website; keeping notices up to date; setting the dates for the beginning and end of nominations,
of the voting period, and posting reports in a timely manner; coordinating the creation of an eligibility list for the awards.

b) widely publicizing the available means of nominating and voting so as to reach the widest membership possible.

c) keeping all documents and items of information relevant to the new Canvention Coordinator available on the website
and being readily available for advice.

d) in the event that that a bid is not available for that year’s business meeting, the CSFFA administrator shall strike a
committee of interested members ( taken from that year and other year’s business meetings attendance and volunteers ) who
will hold ‘meetings’ by email and/or chatroom to choose a bid.

( Motion passed )

5) Motion to accept Keycon 25 as host convention for Canvention 28 / Aurora awards, as presented by Keycon 25 Co-chair
David Strang, to take place May 16-19, 2008.

( Motion passed unanimously )

Note: Canvention business meeting was informed that the 2009 Worldcon convention committee has declared their intent to
put forward at Canvention 28 a bid to host Canvention 29 / Aurora awards at Anticipation, the 67" annual World Science
Fiction Convention in Montreal in 2009.

Meeting adjourned.

MORE INFO ON 2009 MONTREAL WORLDCON

( Excerpted from IMPULSE Vol 11, #7m Sept 2007. Monthly Newsletter of the Montreal SF&F Association. )

“As most Impulse readers know, the Montreal Worldcon was dubbed Anticipation, a name that works in both English
and French, and further, references the common tag given science fiction books in French language bookshops.”

“News of the successful Anticipation bid came out of Yokohama, Japan—site of Nippon 2007, the 65" Worldcon—
over the Labour-Day weekend. Montreal beat out friendly rival Kansas City by a convincing margin of votes: 507 to 341.
Apparently, it was the on-site voters who put Montreal over the top as the mail-in tally had Kansas City trailing by just a
half dozen votes. Montreal rather spontaneously entered the competition a couple of years ago as something of a dark horse
and it is a tribute to the Anticipation bid committee that the venture succeeded in this, our city’s first attempt at securing a
Worldcon.”

“MonSFFA’s own René Walling, who chaired the bid, will co-chair Anticipation with Robbie Bourget, a long-time fan
and con-runner, once of Montreal and now residing in the UK. The depth of Worldcon committee experience attached to
Anticipation is significant; other committee members include Bruce Farr, Brian Davis, John Mansfield, Linda-Ross
Mansfield, Peter Jarvis, Terry Fong, and Eugene Heller.”

“Early reaction to Montreal’s successful bid has been largely positive, with many Internet postings noting our city’s
reputation for good times, fine food, and the many first-rate festivals and events scheduled during the summer months. If
initial feedback is any indication, fans overwhelmingly approve of Anticipation’s list of announced guests: Neil Gaiman
( Guest of Honour ), Elisabeth Vonarburg ( Invitée d’honneur ), Taral Wayne ( Fan Guest of Honour ), David Hartwell
( Editor Guest of Honour ), and Tom Doherty ( Publisher Guest of Honour. )”
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“Anticipation will mark the fifth time a Canadian city has hosted the Worldcon. Torcons 1, 2, and 3 were held in
Toronto in 1948, 1973, and 2003, respectively. Winnipeg hosted ConAdian in 1994.”

“There have been a few concerns aired south of the border regarding passport issues, Québec’s French-only signage,
and the perceived difficulty and cost for dealers and artists of clearing inventories through Canadian customs. Having
anticipated (no pun intended) such worries, the committee is reportedly, for instance, already working with the appropriate
authorities to smooth as much as possible entry into Canada.”

“Another fear expressed was that Anticipation might very well repeat some of the organizational errors that plagued
Torcon 3, regarded by many to have been one of the worst run Worldcons in decades. It seems, however, that the Montreal
crew is alert to the kinds of mistakes made in Toronto and is undertaking to keep on top of things.”

“Anticipation will take place August 6-10, 2009 at the Palais de congrés. The Delta Montreal has been designated the
official convention hotel; room rates are quoted at $169.00 per night, single/double occupancy.”

FANATICAL FANAC FABLES

CANADA AND IRELAND: TRANSATLANTIC FAN FUND ANOMALIES.
By James Bacon

James Bacon, an Irishman, the first from the Republic to win TAFF, did so in 2004. He is Co-Chair of the UK National
Convention in 2009. Currently living in Croydon, England, he writes for British, American and now Canadian fanzines. He
received help from Mark Plummer and Dave Langford in researching this piece.

Note: Ireland has been visited by many TAFFf winners, but could never hold an Eastercon as it is not part of Great
Britain.

Boston, 2004: “You are from England are you?”

San Diego, 2004: “English yes?”

L.A. 2006: “Where in England are you from buddy?”

Answer: “Non, mon ami, je viens d'Irlande.”

As Canadians, I am sure you can recognize the assumption, never in malice of course, just in error and always
forgivable and the error maker, bashful. But you know what I mean, I reckon.

The Transatlantic Fan Fund exists to send European fans to Northern America, and Northern American fans to Europe.
It started after a Northern Irish fan, Walt Willis, was funded by donations to travel to Chicon, the Chicago Worldcon in
1952. Since then, with a race occurring most years, the tradition of fans going one side to the other is well known and well
contested, with hundreds of people voting and hundreds more involved with supporting the fund.

Currently there are four Yankees running to get to the national convention in London, next year’s Eastercon: namely
Chris Barkley, Linda Deneroff, Chris Garcia and Christian McGuire.

Unfortunately TAFF has occasionally been misconstrued as a US/England type of thing and quite wrongly, as TAFF is
anything but. West bound contenders have been from all over Europe, including Scandinavia. Winners included fans from
Germany, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, England and even an Italian fan living in Germany. East bound destinations included
Heidelberg, Den Hag, and Glasgow, with some of the trip winners going on to tour all over Europe visiting fans.

No Canadian has ever won TAFF, and Canadian Worldcons have yet to host a winner, even though Canadian
connections with TAFF are strong. Tommy Ferguson (2000), Bob Shaw (1969) and James White (1954), all 3 failed West
bound winners from Northern Ireland, lived in Canada at differing times. Canadians Boyd Raeburn (1957), Taral Wayne
(1983), Mike Glicksohn (1987), and Colin Hinz (2005) all stood for the East bound race, but sadly again luck is against us
and no winners.

To be honest, this does seem like an under-representation on the part of Canada, especially when one looks at the
variety of European countries represented.

And in terms of European TAFF winners coming to Canada, all the Canadian Worldcons had the bad luck to fall on the
wrong date. Torcon I in 1948 was pre-TAFF. Torcon II was held in 1973 when the TAFF race, won by the Moffatts, was
East bound. In 1994, when Conadian in Winnipeg took place, there was no TAFF race at all. ( There had been a West
bound race in 1993, won by Abi Frost, but the administrators decided that since that would mean an East bound race in
1994 and then a West bound race in 1995 when the Worldcon was in Glasgow, they'd skip '94 so there could be an East
bound race in 1995. If they hadn't skipped, the race would have been to Europe in any event. ) And again, during the 2003
Torcon IIT Worldcon, the TAFF race was to Europe. It was won by Randy Byers from Seattle ( which is near enough, isn’t
it? — Humour switches on, lads!). He went to Hinkley in the middle of England.

Aside from that, TAFF winner Tobes Valois detoured to Canada on his US trip in 2002, Toronto to be precise, meeting
up with many fans, and Lillian Edwards and Christina Lake also visited Canada ( Vancouver, B.C. ) during their US TAFF
trip in 1988. Other TAFF winners may have done so as well.

Anticipation, in Montreal, will be the first Canadian Worldcon to welcome a TAFF winner. I hope that the increase in



profile TAFF will no doubt gain, and the attendance of the West bound winner, someone we wanted to send and you
wished to meet, will make Canadian fans think about nominating a fellow Canadian for the East Bound TAFF race the
following year; someone who is an active fan, active in conventions, perhaps fanzine publishing, it doesn’t matter, as long
as they are willing to represent Canadian fandom and are keen on strengthening trans-Atlantic links. I sincerely hope that a
Canadian fan will stand for the East bound race in 2009, or that at the very least someone reading this will nominate a
Canadian candidate. Then maybe, depending on the voting results, at long last Canadian fandom will produce their first
TAFF winner!

Links http://taff.org.uk , http://www.orbital2008.org/ , http://www.anticipationsf.ca/

Personal note to Canadian fans who might consider running. Don’t let anyone dissuade you, just because they believe
you are ‘unworthy’. Once, I heard of a very suitable candidate who was considering running but was talked out of it by
‘friends’. This is rubbish!

If your true friends and peers feel you deserve to be nominated, then ignore the nay-sayers and doom-talkers and go
right ahead and accept their support. After all it is the voters who will make the final decision. It’s not your fault if you get
elected! ©

Besides, all the candidates get to have fun promoting themselves ( Look at Chris Garcia’s current activity. He’s having
a great time! Oh, and I do mean ‘look’! Check out his Drink Tank publications at < http://www.efanzines.com > ) and in so
doing, publicize TAFF and raise the fund’s profile. Win or lose, it’s all about enjoying yourself helping a worthy fannish
cause. So have fun and good luck to your campaign!

‘STRANGE VOYAGES’: A FANNISH CD

AN OPPORTUNITY TO OWN A MAGNIFICENT ARCHIVE OF CANADIAN FANZINE HERITAGE!

For the first time, the complete runs of Mike Glicksohn’s Hugo Award winning ENERGUMEN issues 1 ( Feb 1970 )
to 16 ( Sept 1981 ), and XENIUM issues 1 (Jan 1973 ) to 15 ( Jan 1990 ) are available in a single CD-Rom Collection.
Special features include Mike’s Aussiecon GoH trip report THE HAT GOES HOME, his only professionally published
short story ‘DISSENTING’, an exclusive interview SPEAKING THRU HIS HAT, and more!

OVER 1200 PAGES OF TRUE FANNISH READING PLEASURE!

Auvailable from Taral Wayne, 245 Dunn Ave, Apt. 2111, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 1S6. US/Cdn $15.00 — shipping and
handling included. ( $12 no S&H ) $1 from every CD will be donated to TAFF in Mike’s name.

At VCON 32 Murray Moore approached me in the hall and held up a copy of the ‘Strange Voyages’ CD.

“Taral Wayne appointed me his agent.” he said. “I have six of these to sell. Know of anyone who might want to buy
one?”

“Yes”, I replied, reaching for my wallet. “Me! Right now!”

“Wow! I guess I’'m a better salesman than I thought. Anyone else?”

“Try Garth Spencer, I think he’s in the hospitality suite.” ( And it turns out, Garth’s reaction was similar to mine, he
bought one on the spot. ) “And try ” (Ah, the shame, the horror, this prominent fan did NOT buy the CD. But then,
fans at conventions are notoriously on a strict budget, so maybe he couldn’t afford it. Pity. No doubt he’ll save his money
and send for it later.)

I will review this CD in next month’s issue.

FRED FOUNDER SPEAKS!

Ken Wong, one of the four original founders of FRED, having read the ‘A Short History of FRED’ article last issue, has
these points to add:

Article - “It was also decided to try and find FRED a permanent home...this continued until September 4, 1979...
henceforth we would hold FRED weekly...”

KEN - The first weekly FRED home was the Sheraton Landmark on Tuesday nights. The fondest memory at the
Landmark was the beer battered fish and chips from the kitchen.

Article - “...election of officers... FRED Narcoleptic: Ken Wong.”

KEN - I was named that since I fell asleep so easily.



FORMER KEEPER OF THE FRED REVELATION!

Steve Forty, Keeper of the FRED for many years — before handing over the bardes joyous task to Ryan Hawe — came
happily up to me in the hall at VCON 32 and showed me a paperback copy of CSI MIAMI HARM FOR THE
HOLIDAYS:HEART ATTACK by Don Cortez ( Don de Brandt ) and in particular, the dedication:

“To Steve Forty, Keeper of the FRED and Friend of Wreck Beach.”

Very cool egoboo indeed! For those not in the know, Wreck Beach is Vancouver’s dedicated nude beach located below
the bluffs at the University of British Columbia. A touristic opportunity on occasion to see not-quite-under-cover Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Officers on patrol ( albeit on foot. No horses on the beach ). Vancouver’s University is a separate
entity from Vancouver, so Vancouver police have no jurisdiction there. Instead UBC, and Wreck Beach, fall under the
protection of Canada’s federal police, the RCMP.

MAD PROF UNLEASHED AGAIN!

Howard Cherniak reports:

Simon Fraser University runs a program of courses for, er, the more mature among us (well, older, anyway--55 years or
more: "They can make me age, but they can't make me grow up!") These typically run eight weekly two-hour sessions, are
non-credit (although a Certificate is available for extra work), and are often taught by local retired university faculty. For
details, see < www.sfu.ca/seniors >

Starting 2008 January 15, going on for eight Tuesdays (9:30am-11:20am) at the Harbour Centre campus in downtown
Vancouver, and costing $100, is SCFC 396: The Rise of the Detective Novel, taught by Mason Harris.

In addition to being a long-time Friend of VCon ( I will never forget his panel performance as Doctor Moreau,
brandishing a red-paint-spattered putty knife, a wild gleam in his eyes, and ranting excitedly about "the extreme limit of
plasticity in a living shape" ) and sf fan and expert, Mason is an all-around neat guy. I would run to take *any* course from
him. Registration for next semester's courses starts on November 19 at 10:00am.

As of this writing, the full course descriptions aren't available, but we've been promised them soon. Sorry, no kids under
55.

(( Ghod-Ed: I well remember Mason’s famous off-the-cuff extraneous talk on H.P. Lovecraft at VCON 1, followed by a
more polished version at VCON 3, plus his deadpan performance as Lovecraft at one, possibly two, VCON Dead Author
panels. And once, long, long ago, as President of the Lower Mainland Branch of the Canadian Authors Association, 1
arranged for him to give a talk about his experiences lecturing prison inmates on the history of horror films. I recall he
stated that any film with violence produced no response whatsoever as they regarded film violence as hopelessly inaccurate,
fake, and a pale imitation of the real thing. On the other hand, many inmates heavily identified with Boris Karloff as ‘The
Frankenstein Monster’, evidently because their self-image was that of a poor, misunderstood ‘monster’ condemned by
everyone for no good reason. Not necessarily a true or accurate self-image, of course, but an interesting insight into their
psychology and personal rationalizations. Quite a gutsy Prof is Mason Harris. A local treasure. We should try to get him
back for VCON some time for another demented and wildly entertaining lecture or two. A suggestion to the ConCom for
VCON 33.))

TARAL WAYNE SHOCKER! HIDDEN FACET REVEALED!

Yes, just when you think you know a fan’s reputation and nature, along comes a stunning revelation that blows every
preconception out of the water. Taral collects Roman coins! There, I’ve said it. And why not? He admitted it in a two
page article buried near the end of Arnie Katz’s VEGAS FANDOM WEEKLY #100. A full two pages in which he
faunches for a Gold Aureus but has to settle for a Solidus instead, one struck around the year 400 by the Emperor Honorius
who let his German general Stilicho do most of the commanding and ruling. Then Honorius got worried and sacked Stilicho,
whereupon Alaric the Visigoth stopped worrying, invaded Italy and sacked Rome. There’s a lesson in there somewhere.

Do faneds think alike? I too have a Roman coin collection, seven paltry low denomination coins ( I don’t know what
kind, they vary in size and seem to be made out of bronze ), but they all feature imperial portraits, namely Trajan, Hadrian,
Marcus Aurelius, Diocletian, Claudius Gothicus, Constantius I (?) and Constantine the Great. While I perused the coins
offered by the Mayfair Coin Company at 117 street London, England that summer of 1970 I almost bought the large gold
coin of Nero ( I guess it was an Aureus ), a most beautiful portrait, complete with pouty expression and bull neck, but at 60
pounds ( roughly $180 ) I just couldn’t afford it. Pity.

To hold an actual Roman coin in your hands and consider that nearly 2000 years ago someone else held it and thought,
“By lupitor Optimus Maximus, I have just enough for one more cup of wine! Make that Falernian!” is to be one with the
centuries, or centurions, or something... Point is, I’ve long believed that an interest in Sci-Fi and an interest in history go
hand in hand, and I’m delighted to have Taral hand me ammunitien evidence to back up my theory. My respect for Taral
leaps up another notch to giddy heights indeed.



FINALLY FANZINES ARE WORTH WHAT THEY ARE WORTH! (UNFORTUNATELY )

Those interested in prices paid for old fanzines might want to know that 6 issues of Walt Willis' SLANT (1-4, 6 and 7))
were sold during the Eurocon auction in Copenhagen last Saturday ( Sept 22 ). The price paid was 3,100 Danish crowns, or
roughly US$560. The buyer was Anders Bellis, from Sweden, whose oft-repeated claims of being just a long since gafiate
hanger-on must now be seriously doubted.

John-Henri Holmberg — Sept 27, 2007

The first issue of SLANT is *extremely* rare, which would certainly add to the overall cost of all but one of the
complete run. And interesting that Bellis crawled out of the woodwork to get 'em.

Robert Lichtman - Sept 29, 2007

FANCYCLOPEDIA #3

Fancyclopedia I1I review put off till next issue due to time restraints imposed by VCON 32 activity.

LATEST CANADIAN FANCYCLOPEDIA UPDATES

The Canadian Fancyclopedia is the Graeme’s ongoing attempt to put together a ‘Fancyclopedia III’ but one with an
emphasis on the history of 20™ century Canadian Sci-Fi Fandom. See< http://www.members.shaw.ca/rgraeme/home.html >
No updates due to frantic VCON 32 preparations. Hope to have some by next issue.

LATEST ZINES ADDED TO EFANZINES.COM ARCHIVE

Chris Garcia’s ‘TheDrink Tank #144°, Peter Weston’s ‘Prolapse #8°, Earl Kemp’s ‘el #34°, ‘e-APA # 42’ ( not
password protected. Sample copy. Seeking new members. ), Chris Garcia’s ‘The Drink Tank #145°, Johan Anglemark &
Anna Davour’s ‘The 2007 Guff Loser’s Fanzine’. Arnie Katz’s ‘Vegas Fandom Weekly #101°, Jean Martin & Chris
Garcia’s ‘Science Fiction/San Francisco #52°, Garcia’s ‘The Drink Tank #146°, Michael Hailstone’s ‘Busswarble #85°,
Bob Sabella’s Visions of Paradise #119, 120, 121°, Bill Mills’ ‘The Voice of Fandom Podcast #10°, Mary Reed & Eric
Mayer’s ‘The Orphan Scrivener’, Garcia’s ‘The Drink Tank #147°, Tommy Ferguson, Mark McCann & James McKee’s
‘Gotterdammerung Redux’, Ann Davour’s ‘Physicality of Words on Paper’, Jean Martin & Chris Garcia’s ‘Science
Fiction/San Francisco #53°, Felicity Walker’s ‘Ish #3°, & Chris Garcia’s ‘The Drink Tank #148°.

ZINEPHOBIA

(I was going to title this zine review column ‘ZINE SPLEEN SERENE’ but my wife talked me out of'it. )

ALEXIAD Vol 6 #4, August 2007. c/o Lisa & Joseph Major, 1409 Christy Avenue, Louisville, KY 40204-2040 USA <
jtmajor@jiglou.com > Available for the Usual (LoC, trade, contribution) in paper, email text, or PDF.

Shades of FOSFAX! This is the first issue of Alexiad I’ve seen, and I feel comfortable right away. Unlike FOSFAX this
issue at least is solidly devoted to book reviews and locs, enlivened by witty fillos by Alexis A. Gilliland, Sheryl Birkhead
& others, with a few digressions like Candy Bar reviews and the latest monarchist news, such as the death of Mohammed
Zahir Shah, “late King of the Allah-granted Kingdom of Afghanistan”. Kicked out of power by a relative I believe, to
whom Kissinger sent a telegram saying “Congratulations, you have moved your nation from the 16" century into the 17"
century.” Quite the kidder, was Kissinger.

‘Garden on the Moon’ by Jed Mercurio sounds like an interesting alternate Soviet space program novel. Joseph affirms
that “Mercurio has done his homework”. But Joseph’s review of ‘My Tank is Fight! Deranged Inventions of WWIL.’ by
Zack Parsons intrigues me the most. I’ve heard of the Maus, the giant German tank, seen pictures even of one preserved in
a Russian museum, but the Ratte? At 2,000 tons and sporting two 280 mm guns, doesn’t sound feasible to me. The
Germans almost, but not quite, held a monopoly on crazy ideas during the war. Joseph states “It’s my belief that these
superweapons were mostly drawn up by research staffs kept together through the need for the leaders to keep together a
large, active-looking staff.” Any design bureau failing to keep its designers busy probably risked losing them to the Russian
front. What is particularly nifty is that each section on a particular type of weapon, aircraft, subs, etc, is followed by a brief
bit of fiction describing the weapons in action. Cool! “Fun to read” says Joseph.

‘Working IX to V: Orgy Planners, Funeral Clowns, and Other Prized Professions of the Ancient World’ by Vicki Leon
sounds like a hoot. Joseph sums it up: “While reading this uncovers so many jobs that still exist today, in one form or
another, there are others that remind the reader that the past is a different world. The prospective writer, and the better
reader, should see the infrastructure of jobs that sustains a society; the traditional fantasy society of castles, convents, and
wizards’ dens, with nothing else between, doesn’t make it.” That has always been one of my problems with the poorer sort
of fantasy writing, what the heck is the economy based on? Who’s doing all the work?
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Taral Wayne reviews a book by a former employer of his, Walter J. Wentz, who has published a limited edition booklet
(‘only 32 pages ) titled ‘Moonchild and Others: Rare Early Cartoons by Nicola Cuti’, an artist I can’t recall but whose work
I may have seen at the time. As Taral puts it: “Moonchild and Others may not perhaps be a “must” acquisition for everyone.
But any fan whose roots go back to the early days of Odd, Trumpet, Outworlds and other zines of the 60 's — especially if
that fan had one foot in comics fandom of the time — would likely find this a kindly reminder of the Bell Bottoms era. And
those who are merely curious about the ambiance of fandom forty years ago will also find this worth a leisurely look.”

The Locs column, along with the book reviews, are the two pillars of strength for this zine. Reads like a who’s who list
of contemporary zinedom: E. B. Frohvet, Chris J. Garcia, John Hertz, Lloyd Penney, John Purcell, Robert M. Sabella,
Henry L. Welch, to name just a few. Joy V. Smith makes the cryptic comment “Interesting history on Canada’s hidden
Arrow.” The Avro Arrow? One lone survivor long rumoured to be hidden away despite the government order to destroy
each and every prototype? Was there an article on this rumour in the previous Alexiad? Desperate Canadians want to know!
( I do know that sections of the Arrow’s wing panels were leaning against the wall of the National Aviation museum in
Ottawa when I visited a few years back...recognized the day glo orange paint... ).... Lloyd Penny mentions the exciting
news that “Apogee Books has reprinted the Garrett Serviss book ‘Edison’s Conquest of Mars’. They’ve taken on the task of
bringing some classics (or un-classics) back to light, and the response to this programme has been largely positive.” Hot
dang! That’s good news! I’m all in favour of reprinting the earliest proto-SF so modern readers can see the origins of the
genre.

This zine is for them as likes to read. The book reviews are plentiful and well thought out, the locs extensive, detailed,
and read very much like APA comments in the sense of an ongoing discussion of myriad fascinating topics. Best enjoyed in
a comfy chair by the fire with your feet up and a glass of your favourite sherry. If you have the PDF version, I hope your
comfy chair is equipped with a swing tray to support your laptop!

BCSFAzine #413, October 2007. Faned: Garth Spencer., P.O. Box 15335, VMPO, Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6B 5B1.
Auvailable, at the editor’s discretion, for the usual, or $3 Cdn per copy, or free with annual BCSFA membership of $26 Cdn.
Canada’s longest running clubzine.

Editor Garth Spencer, a two-time Aurora winner, as per usual contributes a highly distinctive editorial, this one
titled ‘Frong Baroo Gnortz’ in which he suggests the failure of modern society to be a society requires the creation of “an
artificial, elective ethnic group, something that anyone can join when we’re sick and tired of the culture we’re given.” Kind
of a fun concept. He goes on to suggest that here on the West coast what might work best would involve: “..old fashioned
courtesy on buses and elevators, for instance. A new lingua-franca combining the ten or twelve most-used languages in
Vancouver.... Maybe we could found a new art style, combining Pacific Northwest and Norse/Celtic motifs... This is how
I’ve been playing vaguely with the idea of THE FRONG, an elective ethnic group of the fans, by the fans, and for the
fans...” Any society, be it ethnic or fannish, constantly evolves, constantly changes, has the fluidity of a river in torrent.

Try to pin it down like a butterfly and it will quickly begin to fade. Still, nice to dream.

Locs from such as Lloyd Penney and Taral Wayne ( the latter a frequent cover art contributor ) are always fun to read....
Ray Seredin contributes more of the latest news and rumours re Dr. Who, and invites Bill Gates to buy him an 1860s Sea
Fort off Portsmouth, site of a 6-part John Pertwee Dr. Who episode ‘The Sea Devils’, so Ray can hold a Dr, Who
convention there. Only $20,000,000 Cdn asking price. Hey, you never know, Gates might be bored and willing to shell out
his pocket change on something new. Full marks Ray! It never hurts to ask.... And I contribute a review of the Japanese
films ‘Deathnote’ and ‘Deathnote:The Last Name’, which are wonderful great fun. Particularly enjoyed the hovering ‘Death
Gods’. These two films constitute an intelligent, satirical battle of wits. Well worth watching.

IMPULSE Vol 11, #7, Sept 2007. Faned: Keith Braithwaite. Monthly newsletter of the Montreal Science Fiction and
Fantasy Association ( MonSFFA ) available for download from < http://www.monsffa.com/monsffahtml/impulse.html >

Packs a lot into two pages. In addition to info re 2009 Montreal Worldcon ( excerpted earlier ), it contains an account of
their club’s summer barbecue, PO Box woes, and a spectacular August Club Meeting with multiple workshops on Model
making, scrapbooking, desktop publishing, computer graphics, video-game play and even belly-dancing! I strongly suspect
MonSFFA has a very healthy membership base!

The MonSFFA website < http://www.monsffa.com > is well worth checking out, not least for the downloadable fan
films BEAVRA, MOOSE MAN, and THE SIMPLETON’S LIFE. In 2006 at VCON 31 I presented MonSFFA an ELRON
award for BEAVRA, a ‘documentary’ that revealed not only where the Avro Arrow had been hidden, but also what it had
originally been designed for: not to intercept Soviet Bear Bombers over the Arctic ocean, but to defeat BEAVRA!

OPUNTIA ( Various issues ) Faned: Dale Speirs , Box 6830, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2P 2E7. Available for the usual.
( Fannish terminology for “in exchange for your zine or a letter of comment or a piece of art.”)

I used to trade my SPACE CADET for OPUNTIA, so I was both pleased and surprised when a package of 15 issues of
OPUNTIA came in the mail. Surprised, because Dale is a self-confessed Luddite who, while owning a laptop, refuses to
connect to the internet, consequently I’m not sure how he heard I was back to fanpubbing. Even more extraordinary than
refusing to ‘connect’, he has never owned a TV set! As he puts it:
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“People always laugh when I tell them this, which saddens me because they have been duped into believing television is
essential. It is not; it is just opiate for the masses. Try an experiment and go without television for one evening and see how
much work you can get done or how many zines you can read. I do all my zine work in the evenings when I am not at club
meetings or otherwise socially engaged.”

In reference to the ongoing and ever increasing difficulty of attracting young people to zinedom, he writes: “The
Bowling Alone syndrome is affecting all hobbies... The Calgary Aquarium Society for several decades had a very intense
youth programme; not one of those hundreds of kids have taken up the hobby as an adult.... I stopped worrying about the
future of any hobby or nation when I realized that ultimately all protons will decay, and entropy will be victorious in the
universe.”

But what I particularly like about Opuntia is Dale’s widespread knowledge of all manner of obscure things, such as this
bit of historical trivia: “During the Dirty Thirties when the Canadian prairies were shriveling up in drought, well-meaning
Maritimers sent dried codfish out west. Farmers never saw them before and used them as roof shingles.”

Dale won the fanzine Aurora in 2005, but sadly, wasn’t even nominated this year. What gives? Has Canadian fanzine
fandom disappeared that quickly? The fact that he produces only a paperzine may mean that he has dropped below the radar.

PROLAPSE #8, Aug 2007. Faned: Peter Weston. Available for the usual. Write: 53 Wyvern Road, Sutton Coldfield, UK,
B74 2PS or email < pr.weston@btinternet.com >. This is a ‘paper first zine’ but Peter will send a PDF if asked. Or you can
download from < http://www.efanzines.com >.

This zine is so wonderful it nearly brought tears to my eyes. In part because its cover features an old Giles cartoon, and
my family used to get the Giles annual every Christmas; still have about 20 of them in my closet, but mainly because
“Prolapse is a Time-Traveling Fanzine, covering the many and varied aspects of British SF fan-history.” They don’t call me
‘Retro-man’ for nothing! I Jove fannish history...

Issue 8 is devoted to Irish Fandom Day, specifically Aug 26", 1947, when Belfast fan James White replied to a letter
from another Belfast fan, Walt Willis, and organized fandom in Ireland sprang into being. Both were soon joined by Bob
Shaw, and thus the BELFAST TRIANGLE was born, a quick referential term for these guys who achieved a worldwide
renown and popularity in zinedom as soon as the mid-1950s. Willis & Shaw co-wrote THE ENCHANTED DUPLICATOR,
the greatest fanlit saga, and both Shaw and White went on to become professional SF writers, and Willis arguably the
greatest fanzine writer. This issue includes James Bacon’s article on that fateful day, two hilarious articles by Shaw on Ais
first meeting with Willis, plus rare fan photos. Not to mention a plug for WARHOON #28, the works of Willis collected by
Dick Bergeron and published as a 600 page hardbound book. Still available through NESFA Press! Go immediately to
< http://www.nesfa.org/press/ > and order a copy now! You’ll never regret it.

Also included, an old article by Wally Weber on “James White, Super Villain”, a very fannish article by Wally on
‘Psneeronics — A New Science of the Mind’ invented by James White and Robert Silverberg ( a photo demonstrates that
Mal Ashworth probably had the most devastating psneer of all ), and an affectionate fannish biography: titled: ‘Forgotten
Fans #2 — Eric Jones, Gentleman of Fandom’ by Keith Freeman.

Especially interesting to me were a collection of locs re an article on John Brunner which appeared in Prolapse #7. 1
knew Brunner had great difficulty getting published in his later years, but I always thought it was because publishers no
longer considered him saleable. Turns out they plain didn’t like him. He seems to have been a largely unlikable mass of
contradictions who easily got on people’s nerves. Apparently he was his own worst enemy. Sad. To this day his early
potboiler TO CONQUER CHAOS ( 1964 ), which is about a never-ending stream of alien monsters — each one unique —
emerging from the Barrenland to attack the last remnants of humanity on Earth, remains one of my mostly fondly
remembered sensawonda introductions to Sci-Fi lit. And his DRAMATURGES OF YAN ( 1972 ) centred on one of my
favourite Sci-Fi themes: ‘desperate attempts to understand the purpose of massive alien artifacts’, and had a big impact on
me. And of course, STAND ON ZANZIBAR ( 1968 ) and THE SHEEP LOOK UP ( 1972 ) remain classics, if not entirely
original it seems. Not to mention SHOCKWAVE RIDER ( 1975 ) acclaimed as the first proto-psyberpunk novel and one
which paved the way for William Gibson. Jon Brunner was a man of no mean accomplishments, but apparently at times a
mean man. Well, I don’t care if he was a bit of a bastard. I like his stuff.

I also like Prolapse very much. Fully intend to plow through all the posted back issues. Great zine.

WARP #68, Summer 2007. Faned: Cathy Palmer-Lister. Quarterly genzine of the Montreal SF & F Association, write
MonSFFA, PO Box 1186, Place du Parc, Montreal, QC, H2X 4A7. Available in PDF form, password protected ( unlike
their monthly newsletter IMPULSE ), for members only or in trade at discretion of editor, at < http://www.monsffa.com >

Cover by Jean Pierre Normand, depicting Godzilla stomping through some prominent quarter of Montreal. The
perspective is perfect, it really conveys the massive size of the thing. A shot such as someone fleeing might take if they
momentarily stopped and held up their cell phone to snap and transmit a quick pic ( and you just know hundreds would ).
It’s a great cover, a wonderful cover, by an artist who has won at 6 Aurora awards to date.

And now a digression, in which I quote from my CUFF ( Canadian Unity Fan Fund ) trip report ( published in SPACE
CADET #10, OCT 1998 ) wherein I describe meeting Jean-Pierre at Primedia in Toronto, Oct of 97:

“Jean-Pierre greets me as I enter his room. It is very crowded... With a beard as black and curly as his hair he rather
resembles Zeus...he hauls out his portfolio from underneath the bed. He does the kind of hard-edged, photo-realist art that
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1 especially like... he does more than just spacecrafi, as I pour through the covers he’s done for SOLARIS and ON SPEC as
well as assorted novels, 1 find his attention to detail with old sailing ships and aircraft ( albeit posed in fantasy or SF
situations ) to be nothing short of fantastic...”

“Inspired by my interest, Jean-Pierre pulls out his photo collection showing his many SF models. Hordes of them. Shelf
after shelf after shelf of assorted monsters and spaceships. I am impressed that he has so many. He is impressed that I
recognize most of them. We get along hugely well...” One of my fondest memories from my CUFF trip.

WARP opens with a brief loc column starring the ubiquitous Lloyd Penney, and Georges T. Dodds, the latter describing
a 19" century fantasy writer by name of William Murray Graydon, “....arguably the first successful writer for the pulp
magazines..”

THE SOUND OF THUNDER is an essay by Barbara Silverman on the role of elephants in Hindu mythology:
“According to legend, at one time elephants were able to fly, that is until they displeased Indra. Then as punishment he cut
off their wings and turned many of them into the Himalayas, where they will remain for all eternity.”

The bulk of the issue is given over to two fan fictions, A MOMENT’S INSIGHT by Leslie Lupien, and part of an
ongoing story THE LAST MAGE: THE DRAGON’S MOUTH by Nikolai Krimp. The first is a sci-fi psychological study
set aboard the ‘Cosmic Destiny’, mankind’s first interstellar vessel about to depart on its mission, and the second is about a
biohazard lab worker who wakes up in the body of an elf living in a world filled with Elves, Hobbits, Orcs & such. Both
well written, just not my particular cup of tea, but then I seldom read short fiction any more. Needs to be read by
enthusiasts to get a competent judgment. All I did was a quick peruse. I do note that THE LAST MAGE reminded me of
Burroughs Barsoom series for some reason, possibly to do with the style of description, especially concerning critters,
somehow matter of fact yet exciting. At least, that’s how it struck me.

Sylvain St-Pierre contributes 2 pieces on PREPARING FOR NIPPON, on his elaborate and comprehensive search of
the web to plan his trip itinerary re the now-passed Worldcon in Japan in such a manner as to reduce the chances of disaster
and catastrophe to zero. Quite fascinating, actually. Can’t wait to find out how it went for him.

Book reviews, film reviews, & convention reviews ( including a rather sad and/or frightening photo of costumed Furries,
each one standing in isolation — which of course was done to display each costume fully — it nevertheless creeped me out,
they look so forlorn for some reason. They also look like they’re waiting for the next human to happen along, in order

2007, which was meant from the very beginning to be a combined Anthro ( Furry ) & Cartooning ( Anime ) con very
strongly implies ( at least as I see it ) that duo-themed cons are a very strong recipe for fannish politics and disaster.
Recommended reading for all con-runners.

“Keith pointed out that an examination conducted of 1960s fan fiction culture revealed that some 83 percent of Star
Trek fanzine editors and fan fiction authors were teenaged girls, no doubt the reason behind the preponderance of puerile
romantic fantasies constituting much of fanfic at the time” is just one of the fascinating quotes to be mined from the lengthy
digest of meetings held between WARP issues. MonSFFA appears to be the healthiest, liveliest Sci-Fi club in Canada!

As a last note, a most alarming note, this issue of WARP confirms that a sequel to BEAVRA is in its planning stages,
indeed, the music track has already been performed and recorded... we’re talking about BEAVRA LAS VEGAS!... can’t
watit...

AWARDS

2007 PRIX AURORA AWARDS

2007 Aurora award Winners ( in order of presentation )

Canvention 27 / VCON 32 — Oct 21, 2007.

Unofficial results as recorded by audience member R. Graeme Cameron.
Overall MC — Nine time Aurora-winner Robert J. Sawyer.

1) Artistic Achievement / Accomplissement Artistique.
Nominees:
Kenn Brown, Lar deSouza, Janet Hetherington, Jean-Pierre Normand, Martin Springett, & Ronn Sutton.
Aurora presented by Vixy & Tony:
Winner -- Martin Springett.

2) Meilleure Nouvelle en Francais / Best Short Form Work in French.
Nominees:
-- ‘Le vol de I’abeille’, Michele Lafromboise, ( Solaris 159 ).
-- ¢ Stiletto’, Julie Martel ( Solaris 160 ).
-- ‘Le Regard du trilobite’, Mario Tessier ( Solaris #159).
Aurora presented by Jean-Louis Trudel:
Winner -- ‘Le Regard du trilobite’, Mario Tessier ( Solaris #159).
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3) Fan Achievement ( Other ) / Accomplisssement fanique ( autre ).
Nominees:
-- ‘Fractale-Frambois’, Eric Gauthier, Christian Sauve, Laurine Spehner ( blogue/blog ) fractale-Framboise.
-- Judith Hayman ( filking ).
-- Lloyd Penney ( fan writing / ecriture fanique ).
-- Martin Springett ( filking ).
-- Larry Stewart ( entertainer / personnalite: amuseur ).
-- Peggi Warner-Lalonde ( filking ).
Aurora presented by Fran Skene:
Winner -- ‘Fractale-Frambois’, Eric Gauthier, Christian Sauve, Laurine Spehner ( blogue/blog ) fractale-Framboise.

4) Best Work In English ( Other ) / Meilleur ouvrage en englais ( autre ).
Nominees:
-- ‘The Hidden Path’, Heather Dale [ music CD ].

-- ‘Jousting with Jesters: An ABC for the Younger Dragon’, Martin Springett ( Orca Book Publishers ) [ children’s
alphabet book ].

-- ‘Mythspring: From the Lyrics and Legends of Canada’, Julie E. Czerneda and Genevieve, editors ( Red Deer Press )
[ anthology ].

-- ‘Neo-opsis Science Fiction Magazine’, Karl Johanzon, editor Neo-opsis [ sf magazine ].

-- Tesseracts Ten: A Celebration of New Canadian Speculative Fiction’, Edo Van Belkom & Robert Charles Wilson,
editors ( EDGE Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing ) [ anthology ].
Aurora presented by Matthew Hughes:
Winner — ‘Neo-opsis Science Fiction Magazine’, Karl Johanson, editor Neo-opsis [ sf magazine |.

5) Fan Achievement ( Publication ) / Accomplissement fanique ( Publication ). Nominees:
-- ‘Brins d’Eternite’, red, Guillaume Voisine.
-- ‘Mensuhell’, red. direction: Francois Hervieux.
-- ‘Nocturne’, editeurs: Jonathan Reynolds, Guillaume Houle et Fred Proulx.

Aurora presented by Jean-Louis Trudel:

Winner — ‘Brins d’Eternite, red, Guillaume Voisine.

6) Meilleur ouvrage en francais ( autre ) / Best Work In French ( Other ).
Nominees:
-- ‘La Decennie charniere’, Claude Janelle (dir), ( Alire ).
-- * Solaris’, red. Joel Champetier ( Solaris ).
-- ‘Les Carnets du Futurible’, Mario Tessier ( Solaris 157-160 ).
-- ‘Aux origins des petits homes vertes’, Jean-Louis Trudel ( Solaris #160 ).
Aurora presented by Christian Sauve:
Winner — ‘Aux origins des petits homes vertes’, Jean-Louis Trudel ( Solaris #160 ).

7) Fan Achievement ( Organizational ) / Accomplissement fanique ( Organization ). Nominees:
-- Debbie Hodgins ( Avenging Dragon Squadron, Klingon Assault Group [ K.A.G. ])’
-- Roy Miles ( Infinite Diversity International Corp [ L.D.I.C. ]).
-- Cathy Palmer-Lister ( Con*Cept ).
-- Joan Sherman [ I.D.I.C. ].
-- Geoffrey Toop ( Dr. Who Information Network [ D.W.LN. ] ).
Aurora presented by Randy Mcharles:
Winner — Cathy Palmer-Lister ( Con*Cept ).

8) Best Short-Form Work In English / Meilleure Nouvelle en englais.
Nominees:
-- “‘All the Cool Monsters at Once’, James Alan Gardner ( Mythspring, Red Deer Press ).
-- ‘This Ink Feels Like Sorrow’, Karin Lowachee ( Mythspring, Red Deer Press ).
-- * Marked Men’, John Mierau ( Slipstreams, DAW ).
-- ‘Biding Time’, Robert J. Sawyer, ( Slipstreams, DAW ).
-- ‘Lumen Essence’, Hayden Trenholm (Neo-opsis SF Magazine 9 ).
Aurora presented by Martin Springett:
Winner — ‘Biding Time’, Robert J. Sawyer, ( Slipstreams, DAW ).

13



9) Meilleur livre en francais / Best Long-Form Work in French.
Nominees:
-- ‘Samuel de la chasse-galerie’, Michel J. Levesque ( Mediaspaul ).
-- ‘Les iles du Zodiaque 3. Le maitre des bourrasques’, Laurent McAllister ( Mediaspaul ).
-- ‘Reine de Memoire 3, Le Dragon fou’, Elisabeth Vonarburg ( Alire ).
-- ‘Reine de Memoire 4. La Princesse de Vengeance’, Elisabeth Vonarburg ( Alire ).
Aurora presented by Christian Sauve:
Winner — ‘Reine de Memoire 4. La Princesse de Vengeance’, Elisabeth Vonarburg ( Alire ).

10) Best Long-Form Work in English / Meilleur livre en englais.
Nominees:
-- ‘Regeneration: Species Imperative 3°. Julie E. Czerneda ( DAW Books ).
-- ‘Children of Chaos’, Dave Duncan ( Tor Books ).
-- ‘Smoke and Ashes’, Tanya Huff ( DAW Books ).
-- “‘Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga’, Karl Schroeder ( Tor Books ).
-- ‘Blindsight’, Peter Watts ( Tor Books ).
-- ‘Righteous Anger: Part Two of the Okal Rel Saga’, Lynda Williams ( EDGE Science Fiction and Fantasy
Publishing ).
Aurora presented by Peter S. Beagle:
Winner — ‘Children of Chaos’, Dave Duncan ( Tor Books ).

2007 Aurora Nomination stats:
186 Total nomination forms received
175 Valid nomination forms

11 invalid forms (improperly filled out, etc)

# of nominators per category:

2007 2006 2005
78 178 90  English - Long
148 146 101 English - Short
90 113 82  English - Other
10 40 9  French - Long
12 17 7 French - Short
7 12 5 French - Other
65 125 54  Artist
14 98 48  Fan - publication
63 99 59  Fan - organizational
52 87 46  Fan - other
175 268 128  Total valid nominations
2007 ELRON AWARDS

As written and presented at the closing ceremonies of VCON 32 by R. Graeme Cameron, with ‘help’ from ‘Roving
Reporter’ Michael Walsh ( abridged version ).

The Elron Awards are Fandom's longest running spoof awards, predating the HOGUS by one year and the
BLACKHOLES by two. First presented in 1971 at VCON 1 in Vancouver, B.C., the awards are presented annually by The
British Columbia Science Fiction Association. The actual award is usually a plastic lemon painted bronze, but often with an
addition to help illustrate the theme. For example the Elron awarded Mr. Science which had a foot-wide model space
station atop the lemon.

A point concerning the evolution of the Elrons: the founding concept ( revealed by David George at VCON 3 ) was "If
we honour the best, should we not also recognize the least?" Consequently the Elrons were originally simply awarded to the
'worst’ of anything, be it the worst novel, worst editor, ktp.

For instance, Robert A. Heinlein won WORST NOVEL ELRON in 1971 for his I WILL FEAR NO EVIL, selected
excerpts being read out "to hilarious advantage". But as time went on the mandate of the Elrons expanded to include gentle
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japes, with less and less emphasis on outright condemnation and more and more emphasis on satirical analysis of the
bizarre tendency of reality to be far weirder than Sci-Fi.
And finally, if you were a local fan, it was eventually considered a great honour to win an Elron.

The 2007 Elron winners are:

1) THE SIGMA GROUP, a collection of Sci-Fi writers ( including Greg Bear, Jerry Pournelle & Larry Niven ) who
recently delivered a day-long seminar on the topic of “How to Combat Terrorism” to the ( American ) Homeland Security
Department, because I think the common sense and the practicality of these writers can be relied on to bring the wild and
paranoid imaginings of Homeland security back down to Earth and the real world.

To THE SIGMA GROUP goes ‘The Special “Keeping Homeland Security Sane” Elron Award’ ( a plastic raygun
painted bronze ).

2) THE US AIRFORCE WRIGHT LABORATORY who, in 1994 as revealed in recently declassified documents,
proposed to develop “chemicals that effect human behaviour so that discipline and morale in enemy units is adversely
effected..... One distasteful but completely non-lethal example would be strong aphrodisiacs..... Especially if the chemical
also caused homosexual behaviour...” The so-called “Gay Bomb” ( as dubbed by the Press ).

To THE US AIRFORCE WRIGHT LABORATORY goes ‘The Special “Kiss Me Now And I Mean Now!” Elron
Award’ ( plastic lemon painted pink ).

3) THE RUSSIAN MILITARY LAB that invented the so-called ‘Green Bomb’, an environmentally sensitive bomb
which “does not contaminate the environment, in contrast to a nuclear one... it merely evaporates every living thing...”

To THE RUSSIAN MILITARY LAB goes ‘The Special “Not Only Green But Tidy Too!” Elron Award’ ( plastic
lemon painted green ).

4) THE BROOKS AGNEW ARCTIC EXPEDITION to search for the “Arctic Hole” leading into the hollow Earth,
the entrance evidently located within 400 kilometres of Canada’s Ellsmere Island. This expedition, to sail next year on a
Russian icebreaker out of Murmansk, will include experts in “meditation, mythology and UFOlogy” to establish credibility
with the world scientific community and public.

To THE BROOKS AGNEW ARCTIC EXPEDITION goes ‘The Special “Why Don’t You Sail Into The Hollow
Earth And Stay There” Elron Award’ ( plastic lemon painted blue and green ( like a globe of the Earth ) with white (ice )
surrounding the missing cap ( arctic hole ) on top ).

5) FRANK MILLER’S FILM €300’ and it’s curious inversion of historical reality with ‘manly’ skimpy briefs ( as
opposed to the ‘unmanly’ armour they wore in battle? ), ‘straight’ Spartan Warriors ( yeah, right, Spartan brides wore false
beards on their wedding night to make their hubbies feel comfortable ), ‘evil Persians’ ( whose regime was far more liberal
and prosperous than Athens ever was, never mind the Spartans ), and worst of all, ‘democratically-minded’ Spartans ( who
ran an absolute totalitarian state perpetually crushing the Helots — the majority of the population -- with terror and
violence ).

To FRANK MILLER’S FILM ¢300° goes ‘The Special “Persian War Rhino For Historical Accuracy” Elron
Award’ ( a plastic Triceratops, the accuracy of the award in keeping with the accuracy of the film ).

6) THE ETERNAL IMAGE ‘FUNERAL ACCESSORIES’ COMPANY for introducing a line of Star Trek Urns,
Caskets, Monuments and Vaults for the discerning dead Trekker.

To THE ETERNAL IMAGE ‘FUNERAL ACCESSORIES’ COMPANY goes ‘The Special “Fascinating, The
Exploitation Continues” Elron Award’ ( painted porcelain liquor bust of Spock which makes a damn sight better urn than
the shiny bowling ball Eternal Image is offering ).

7) THE BRITISH PR COMPANY PROMOTING ‘THE SIMPSONS’ MOVIE for painting a giant white outline
figure of Homer holding a doughnut on a hillside next to the centuries old chalk figure called ‘The Cerne Abbas Giant’,
thus reducing an ancient historical religious symbol and monument, still of spiritual significance to many moderns, to the
level of an advertising gimmick. ( But at least they used biodegradable water-based paint the first rain will wash away. )

To THE BRITISH PR COMPANY PROMOTING ‘THE SIMPSONS’ MOVIE goes ‘The Special “Anything For
A Cheap Laugh Ain’t Necessarily Funny” Elron Award’ ( standard bronze-painted plastic lemon ).

8) AUSTRALIAN CONCEPT ARTIST STELARC who had a human ear grafted on to his forearm on the grounds
that “augmentation of the body’s form is the purest, most personal form of art”. He plans to implant a mini-microphone in
the ear so that patrons of his modern concept art can listen to what his ear ‘hears’.
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To THE AUSTRALIAN CONCEPT ARTIST STELARC goes ‘The Special “I Have Three Ears And No Brain”
Elron Award’ ( bronze-painted plastic lemon with tiny hand emerging from the cap — representing Stelarc’s eternal
grasping for publicity ).

9) DARK HORSE COMICS for ‘secretly’ reprinting all 26 of John Norman’s infamous ‘Gor’ novel series in cheap
omnibus editions without any mention in their press releases or “‘upcoming books’ list on their website.

To DARK HORSE COMICS goes ‘The Special “John Norman, We’re So Proud Of You We’re Keeping You In
The Dark” Elron Award’ ( not shown to audience, since Dark Horse doesn’t want anyone to see it ).

RETRO 1971 ELRON AWARDS

Presented at VCON 1 by Mike Bailey.

1) Special Award For The Elron Hall Of Fame: Lin Carter.

2) Least Promising New Author: Robert Moore Williams.

3) Worst Melodramatic Presentation: ‘Beneath The Planet Of The Apes’.
4) Worst Novel: ‘I Will Fear No Evil’ by Robert Heinlein.

Note on #1: Circa 1971 Lin Carter was an editor for that branch of Ballantine books devoted to adult fantasy novels.
However this Elron was probably awarded for his own fantasy writing, namely the ‘Thongor’ fantasy series: ‘The Wizard of
Lemuria’ (1963), ‘Thongor of Lemuria’ (1966), ‘Thongor Against The Gods’ (1967), ‘Thongor In The City Of Magicians’
(1968), ‘Thongor At The End Of Time’ (1968), & ‘Thongor Fights The Pirates Of Tarakus’ (1970). These works are not
considered a major contribution to the genre.

Note on #2: Robert Moore Williams began selling SF&F stories as far back as the 1930s, so the “Least Promising New
Author” title of the Elron can be taken as a satiric comment. This Elron was probably awarded for his ‘Jongor’ fantasy
series, first published in the 1940s and reissued in 1970: Jongor Of Lost Land’, ‘The Return of Jongor’, and ‘Jongor
Fights Back’.

Hmm, I guess the two authors never got together and wrote a ‘Thongor Meets Jongor’ novel. Pity.

Note on #3: In this, the first of four sequels to the film ‘Planet of the Apes’, there was a wonderful scene where mutant
humans sing a hymn of praise to the Nuclear Doomsday Bomb they worship in their ‘church’. I thought that was pretty cool,
but maybe them as chose the Elron recipients thought the film silly and ‘pulpish’, and therefore deserving of an Elron. I
quite enjoyed it myself.

Note on #4: In the view of some critics ‘I will Fear No Evil’ marks the final and permanent transformation of Robert
Heinlein, brilliant SF writer, into Robert Heinlein, interminable monologist with multiple torches to bear at the expense of
drama & characterization. I confess I love his early stuff, and find his later books boring, fascinating though they are as an
insight into the opinions & viewpoint of the author. I suspect them as awarded this Elron felt the same way.

It is interesting to note that in some circles, notably Charles Brown in LOCUS ( or so I’ve been told ), these Elrons were
viewed as ‘mean-spirited’. Consequently the concept was abandoned and no Elrons were awarded at VCON 2. Then,
undoubtedly, some local fans complained of their absence, and the Elron Awards were reinstated for VCON 3 ( to be
described next issue).

FILTHY PRO NEWS

AUTHOR HAPPENINGS OF LOCAL INTEREST

DON DEBRANDT < http://www.sfwa.org/members/DeBrandt/index.html > For his ‘Cyberjunk’ website, which has
not been updated in several years. He promised me at VCON 32 he will update soon. But see his website under the name
‘Donn Cortez’ < http://www.donncortez.com > for a complete listing of books, stories, articles & comics under both names.
Don lives in the Lower Mainland area and was ( as always ) in enthusiastic attendance at VCON 32. His latest books
include the mystery ‘The Man Burns Tonight’” and the CSI MIAMI series volume titled ‘Harm For The Holidays: Heart
Attack’. Currently he is returning to his roots by working on a Sci-Fi trilogy, of which see article below.

DAVE DUNCAN < http://www.daveduncan.com > Dave lives in Victoria, B.C. His latest books: ‘The Alchemist’s
Apprentice’, & ‘Children of Chaos’ ( the latter winning the ‘Best Long-Form Work in English’ Aurora Award at
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Canvention 27/VCON 32 which he was happy to accept in person from presenter Peter S. Beagle). Coming in August 2008
‘Il Met in the Arena’.

WILLIAM GIBSON < http://www.williamgibsonbooks.com > Bill lives in Vancouver. Check out his web site for his
Q&A interview ‘Across the Border to Spook Country’. His latest book: ‘Spook Country’.

MATT HUGHES < http://www.archonate.com/ > Matt lives on Vancouver Island. He was one of the presenters at the
VCON 32 Aurora Awards ceremony. His latest book: ‘The Spiral Labyrinth’.

EILEEN KERNAGHAN < http://www.lonelycry.ca/ek/ > Eileen lives in the Lower Mainland area and attended
VCON 32. Check out her latest books: ‘Winter on the Plain of Ghosts: a Novel of Mohenjo-daro’, ‘The Alchemist’s
Daughter’, & ‘The Sarsen Witch’ ( reissue in October ). Her latest Young Adult Novel ‘Wild Talent, A Novel of the
Supernatural’ is scheduled for 2008 publishing by Thistledown Press.

CRAWFORD KILIAN < http://crofsblogs.typepad.com/ >Continues to teach at Capilano College in North Vancouver.
His latest books: ‘Writing Science Fiction and Fantasy’ ( 1998 ), & ‘Writing for the Web’ ( 1999 ). See E-address above for
his blog. He is currently working on another novel. Both of the books mentioned above are available from Self Counsel
Press; < http://www.self-counsel.com/ca/ >

DONNA MCMAHON < http://www.donna-mcmahon.com/ >lives in Gibsons on the Sunshine Coast and attended
VCON 32. She won a 2001 Aurora Award for her book reviews published in Tomorrow SF, BCSFAzine & other
publications. Check out her novel ‘Dance of Knives’ which is set in Vancouver in the year 2108. The sequel ‘Second
Childhood’ is pending publication.

NINA MUNTEANU < http://www.ninamunteanu.com >lives and teaches in Victoria, B.C. You can pre-order her Sci-
Fi novel ‘Darwin’s Paradox’ by Dragon Moon Press from Amazon.ca ( release date November 15, 2007 ), and her short
story ‘Virtually Yours’ is to be found in ‘The Best of Neo-opsis Science Fiction Magazine’ anthology published by
Bundoran Press and unveiled at VCON 32. Check out her website for her other publications and activities.

SPIDER ROBINSON < http://www.spiderrobinson.com/index2.html > Spider is scheduled to read from Variable
Star’ at the Vancouver branch of the Canadian Authors Association (CAA) on Wednesday, November 14th, at 7pm at
Alliance for Arts and Culture, Suite 100, 938 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC. His latest book: ‘Variable Star’, (Tor). The first
8 chapters are posted on the site http://www.variablestarbook.com/, and the paperback hits the stands on November
27th. Around the same time, Baen Books is publishing the hardcover, ‘The Lifehouse Trilogy’, a reissue of ‘Mindkiller’,
‘Time Pressure’ and ‘Lifehouse’: < http://www.spiderrobinson.com/books.html > And check out his podcasts at:
< http://www.spiderrobinson.com/podcast.html >

ROBERT J. SAWYER < http://www.sfwriter.com/ > who lives in Mississauga, was a program participant at VCON
32, as well as MC for the Aurora Awards. His short story ‘Biding Time’ won for ‘Best English Language Short Story’
Aurora — ‘Biding Time’ was in the anthology ‘Slipstreams’, and has just been released in the ‘Penguin Book of Crime
Stories’ edited by Peter Robinson ). Check out Robert’s latest book: ‘Rollback’.

ALYX J. SHAW < web site pending > lives in Surrey. Her novel ‘A Strange Place in Time’ is available by mail order
from Doppelganger Press. < http://dopplegangerpress.com > It will soon be available in E-book form as of March 2008

from Torquere Press: < http://torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=index >

LISA SMEDMAN < http://www.lisasmedman/topcities.com/ > lives in the Vancouver area and attended VCON 32 as
the Gaming GoH. Her latest novels (on the ‘Lady Penitent Trilogy’: Book 1 ‘Sacrifice of the Widow’, and Book 2 ‘Storm
of the Dead’, plus upcoming later this fall, Book 3 ‘Ascendancy of the Last’.

NOTE: Most of these novels are available at White Dwarf Books, 3715 West 10" Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., V6R 2G5.
Phone (604) 228 — 8223. E-address: < whitedwarfl@deadwrite.com > Web site < http://www..deadwrite.com/wd.html >

DON DEBRANDT HARD AT WORK ON SCI-FI TRILOGY!

Don DeBrandt gave a reading at VCON 32 of four 1,000 word short stories set in the same world as his upcoming
hardcover mystery/sci-fi novel ‘Lucidity’, which is about two ‘Etectives’ ( emoti