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STATE OF THE ARCHIVES REPORT bv R. Graeme Cameron ﬁ'/d 2?(

InUctober 1976 the fotlowing notice appeared in BCSFAzine ¥76: "Position
open as BCSFA Archivist. Duties: collect. catalog, and store in safety
BCSFAzines, mail, memorabilia, convention materials, etc.”

In January of 1980 Gerald Boyko was appointed archivist, a position he has
held continuously up to this time

In February of 1996 the entire archive -- consisting of 21 boxes of material
-- was transferred to my safekeeping. An additional S boxes of fanzines
were donated from the collection of Fran Skene on Feb 18th, and a further
donation from Stan Hyde is promised in the near future. | am, in effect, the
acting archivist.

Why has this transfer taken place? Gerald carefully preserved the archive
for over fifteen years. The executive now desires that the archive be more
accessible (in terms ot location) and that 1t be converted into an active
research tool in which every item 15 catalogued and retrievable at a
moment’'s notice. As | am already writing the history of the club, I'm more
than willing to undertake this task. Thus the burden of maintaining the
archive is removed from Gerald (Many thanks Gerald. You deserve a rest.
Fifteen+ years! Wow!) and placed on my shoulders.

My task is made easier in that Gerald had kept material stored by category,
1e divided thusly: BCSFAzZines, fanzines, APAs, correspondence, program
books, catalogues, club records, etc. My task is to catalogue them.

To this end Eugene James donated a four-drawer filing cabinet, to which |
have added 3 metal 'Speedframes’ and a bunch of hanging folders. | also
donated my collection of V-Con material and a near-complete set of
BCSFAzines. As a result, the contents of the filing cabinet consist of the
following:

- 1) Top drawer holding separate files for each V-Con, Relaxicon and Mini-
con put on by the club.

- 2) The next drawer holding envelopes containing (where possible) two
copies of each issue of BCSFAzine, clearly 1abelled by date and issue
number.

- 3) Then a drawer containing minutes, financial and other records
pertaining to BCSFA, WCSFCCA & WCSFA.
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- 4) And finally, the bottom drawer with a selection of miscellaneous
items, such as the following | have donated:

- ‘The Art of Peregrin’, selected art by Sara Brearley, plus booklet for her
memorial service held 21 December, 1994,

- ‘The Elrons File', info on assorted Eiron Awards over the years. Will be
Jpdated as required.

- ‘Main Meal File, writer's Forum, BCSFA General Interest, Opinions &
Arguments’, being printouts of conversations on club BBS ‘Burger Bar' Dec 93
to Feb 94

- A catalogue of V-Con videotapes & reel-to-reel audio tapes from the
BCSFA electronmic archive, which is separate from the BCSFA/WCSFA archive
and remains, as always, in the care of Al Betz, Social Secretary for Mr.
Science.

- And other stuff like that there.

| might add that every tradezine | received as God-Ed (which of course
belong to the club) plus every zine | get as editor of Space Cadet is going
into the archive as well. The original archive included donations of zines by
Ed Beauregarde, Fran Skene, Vera Johnson, Gerald Boyko, and the estate of
Susan Wood. And now more from Fran, and soon from Stan. | have already
received inquiries from collectors across North America who are willing to
trade duplicates for any such duplicates as appear in the archive once ['ve
collated all the donations together. The opportunity exists to create a really
exceptional collection of fanzines that, apart from being a useful research
tool, would make Interesting disptays at v-Cons, club meetings, etc. So far
the oidest one I've noticed in my pretiminary sort dates to 1946, and the
bulk seem to date from the late "70s and early '90s. Some of the zines are
what they call ‘crudzines’, but many are legendary in zinedom, some of them
Hugo award-winning. Quality of condition varies from near-perfect to
crumbling with age. The more important zines, not to mention the maore
fragile ones, will be placed in plastic as soon as {'ve catalogued them. All in
all I'd say there's at least 1,000 zines, maybe more.

I'l1 cut this report short, and save descriptions of the more notable zines for
my next report. [n the meantime, | have already made use of the archive (as
this issue’s "BCSFAzines of Yore" illustrates) and wili continue to do so as
time goes on.

I'll leave you with fust one example of the joyful surprises turntng up in the -
archives: #31 of the Australian zine "SF COMMENTARY', dated December
1972, with the leading article titled "PHILIP K. DICK IN VANCOUVER"

containtng the complete text of his speech "The Android and the Human®
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which he gave at both UBC and our second convention (not called V-Con til1
the 3rd), PLUS a letter from him describing his experience in Vancouver.
Great stuff!

Arrgh! No, wait! Let me throw in something from Fran's recent donation. The
compliete text of the speech on H.P. Lovecraft given by Mason Harris at our
first convention in 19711 More great stuffl But it's hektographed and fading
fast. Needs to be photocopied. | will do so soonest.

I'11 close with a plea. Any former V-Con Concom out there with V-Con
material, or former BCSFA Exec with club records on hand, or zine
collectors tired of taking up space with boxes of stuff never to be read
again, feel free to donate to the archives. All such appreciated, gratefully
received, and listed as the (insert name) donation.

More info next report. Cheerst The Graeme.



