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oo Um,” let!s get something straight before we venture any farther, When I named

this fa.nz:.ne I had no idea the problems that would be caused in trying to pronounce
the name, I!INDIN’G NUMBERS. W-I-N-D-I-N-G is pronounced the same way you would say

. The Long and Winding. Road. Not good enough? Winding rhymes with binding, as in
bookb:_nd:.ng Perhaps I'm making a mountain out of a molehﬂ.l, but every second per-
son-who saw the cover-of #1 thought it read WIND (as in the north wind blows). It
was, and still is, rather frustrating., It seems the main reason for the trouble

was the letter:mg style ‘on the covér which made it difficult to read (it was the °
Let.raset st.yle known aa Amencan) I've emnloyed a more readable style t.h:n.s time,

.Since last 1ssue, I've done more things and met more people., One such person'
is Corcen Coz, a' librarian at the University of Winnipeg, Last issue I mentioned
that the University of Winnipeg has the largest library collection of science fic~
"tion ih Ulinnipeg, Well, through my talks with Mrs. Coz, I discovered a number of
things, The collection was built up with the assistance of a Winnipeg collect.or,
Mr, ‘Chester’ Cuthbert, and a former student, Roy Hunter (who, by a strangs coin- -
c:.dence, worked in the same library I do now some years agos. Apparently, it was,
‘and is 'still believed that-the University of Winnipeg will eventually offer a )
course or two in the field, and this collection will obviously come in handy then,
I was also given the chance to browse through their collection, and among other
:.nt.erest.:.ng tnlngs, I discovered a copy of The Forever Machine. Again, in-the last
igsue, I menticned that in-'the catalogue I found some rark Clifton novels, but not
a copy of They'd Rather Be Right, Well, no one informed me that the name had been
changed, but T checlced it out, and ulth it, began what might be considered a-reading
binge, if you read as-fast as I do. W:Lthin 8 days I read The Forever lachine, The
Einstein Intersection, To Your Scattered Bodies Go, and A Case of Conscience. The
aware observer m_]_l note that these novels have all copped one award or the other,
It!s a personal project of mine: to read all the Hugo and Nebula vrinners, It's been
difficult sometimes, I'm not one who likes to put down a book and start. something
else if I don't like it, but it!s happened twice, and the two books were award
winners: Dune and Lord of Light, Perhaps in the future I'll try them aga.:.n, but
dunng my first. attempts they ga.ve me f:Lts. » s

.- The turnover of science i‘lct.:l.on in my library is pocr. e have about five
"shelves of it out of 35,000 books (it's a branch llbrary) Anyway, I got brave last
Hovember, Picking out about 30 of the best sf our main branch had to offer, mixed
them with-a few of our gems (and I emphasize the word few) and set up a display
~near the entrance, I took a large blank poster,” listed ev every Hugo winner along with
same explanatory notes, and placed it behind the display. Well, after about six .
veeks, the books have not turned over-too well, Some of our regular sf patrons made
use-of*it, but with the odd exception; that was about it. The rule is when:.you set
up a display you have to _have a popular topic, Science' fiction is-popular, but not
-here;-in our library, it ranks well behind biographies, mysteries, cookbooks, handi-
crafts, and romance (in no particular order), I would be interested to hear from
some of you on this. Vhat's it like in your library? Good selection? Good turnover?

Speaking of turnovers, an idea which started out as a joke some time back.now
~doean!t seem like such.a bad idea after all, then I was rounding up contributors-
for the first issue, I tried to sound desparate and asked them to write anything,
even a cooldng column, Get the idea? To the point, does anyone out there have any
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Imiercsting recives they'd like wo send? With -enough of them, maybe the Fandom Cook-
- book (The Bakery Shops of Isher? Cookbook; Cookbook and Empire; Second Cookbook?

To Your Scattered Cookbooks Go? Again, Dangerous Recipes? The Last I[lurrah of the
Golden Chef's? The Chefs Tock Up? Cookbook!s End? New Recipes in SF 272?) Sorry, As I
was saying with énough recipes 'maybe something could be printed up vaguely resem-
bling a cookbook, Or maybe not, -Who knor's, Tune'in next issue for more developments,
Meantime, send in your recipes, Be serjous, now, - '

LOCAL PLUG: As Winding Numbers is not the only fanzine in Winmipeg at the present

“time, I thought I'd inform you of one other that I'm aware of, It!'s called BOGUAT,

and it!s a personalzine relating the happenings of one Garth Danielson.  It's avail-
able for 20¢ or 6/51.00 from Boowat Publications, 616-415 Edison Avenue, innipeg,

. "Hanitoba, Canada, R3G QM3. Trades acceptable,

3

Last issue I told you the story of my attempt to start some sort of regularly
meeting group of sf fans, liost of the Deople who I talked to knew 1little or nothing
at all about fandom, /e met a couple times, but little ever came from those meetings
excepl discussions about this magazine, I met Stu Gilson via a phone call, and saw
hiz in person the following week at Chester Cuthbert's home, That day I also met
Garth, It was here that I learned that for many, many years there was in existence
the Winnipeg Science Fiction Society, which published, among other things, the Fan-

' tdsy Classification System by Alastair Cameron, low, however, the groun exists in
~"name alone", Perhaps that'!s a bit harsh, but one way to look at it is_that- there

is no official group in existence, But there has been a small group of fans, that's
right, fans, ones who are aware of fandom, who meet semi-regularly at Mr, Cuthbert's
home; we' gab, buy books » and whatever else comes up, I am the "newest recruith s SO
to speak; there are about 7 or 8 of us, This seems to be the extent of active Win-
nipeg fandom at the present time, This issue features some of them: Jason Pascoe,
Stuart Gilson, James Hall; Chester Cuthbért, and myself., The others featured in this
issue are not into fandom, all by choice¥ When I‘sent those letters I told you about
last'issue, one.reply questioned, and rightly So, whether there was a need for a
club, The reply also mentioned that if I should find any fans in towm, the rumber
of them would probably not reach double figures. So, my orizinal plan of forming a
group has been scuttled, since there already is one, It's a solid group, albeit
locally there are no activities » Such as conventions, but give us time, Welll be
holding a regional within 5 years, hopefully, -

It!s certainly a relief to see the mail flowing again, Of the postal workers
who participated in the vote, only 51.8% of them voted to return to work, so quite
a few of them are still bitter, 42 straight days without a piece of mail is tor~ -
ture, Apparently, American postal warkers don't have the right to strike, Our
post office needs a complete overhaul, Last issue, I gave an address in Horth Da-
kota to send correspondence-to, Haturally the strike ended before I could get
there, but a few items came, and I picked them up on Dec, 6th, But the unrest in the
post office remains, and most Canadians are foreseeing another confrontation at the
end of 1976, when this contract ends, ' ' . :

, I'm still not accepting subscriptions as yet, but we feel Winding Numbers has
a good future, I've got.regular contributors in Winnipeg, and hopefully the mail-
ing list will slovly grow to a respectable number, Response to i/l hasn't been =
overwhelming, but-if wasn't discouraging either, If I make it to Grad school next
year in September, Stu Gilson will temporarily take over the- local controls, vhile
I perform some long-distance editing. To be prefectly honest, nothing could dis-
courage me right now, I'm enjoying it too much to give it up, and that's what itts
all about, right? (How about The Pot Holder of Darkness? The Bakery ly Destination?
' The Cook in the High Castle? Recipes of Known Space? I Have o Cake and I Must
E&t?) Sorl"'y. Ay revoir, ..Ra_ndy Reichardt '

v N “3-
* The Winnipeg fen, of course,
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SCGME THOUGHTS ON WALTER MITLER!S

T ONY DALM YN A CANTICLE FOR LETBOWLTZ

Matthew 10:14 (See also Mark 6: 7-13, Luke 9:1-6)
"If anyone will not receive you or listen to what you say, then as you leave
that house in that town shake the dust of it off your feet,"

Walter M;ller, Jr., in A Cantlcle For Le1bow1tz, chapter 30: "The last monk,

upon enfering, paused in the lock, He stood in the open hatchway and took off his
. sandals, 'Sic transit mundus!, he murmured, looking back at the glow, He slapped

the_soles of his sandals together, beating the dirt out of them,"

, The Bibkical passages cited differ, Some say that thé shaking off of the dust
is a warning, The passage in Matthew has it as a damnation, The passage from Canticle
- appears in the last chapter, at the departure of the monks for the human colonies
in space, Just before the second Flame Deluge reaches its climax,

It has been twenty years since A Canticle For Leibowitz first appeared as a

. short story in 1956, It re-appeared as a novel . 1959, winning the Huge, Since
then, it has had a certain following among academies some of whom have used it té
illustrate Spengler's or Toynbee's studies of the rise and fall of civilizations,

It had a following among the generation that’ found itself on the "Eve of Destruction®
and sought its answers "Blowing in the Wind", The paperback version is probably into
a twenty-flrst printing by now, -

A Canticle For Leibowitz is not, however, simply a piece of the 11terature
of pacificism or pessimism, Tt cannot be summed up and dismissed as a topical and
dated, or as an interesting piece of historical speculation, Rather, it should be
examlned as a study of our society and’its values, particularly its glorification
of technelogy and scientific technique, its attitude towards progress, and its so-
called liberal humanist tendencies, I¥ should be read as a political book ~ political
in the broadest sense as dealing with the nature and‘purpose of human society and
the right use of power in a society, But most of all, A Canticle For Leibowitz
should be read as a rellglous ard moral book which asks of our civ1llzation some
fnndamental qpestlons. .

" Those questions do not relate to power, wealth, social equallty or social jus-
tice. They go beyond such issues as the end of poverty and disease and ask of the
assumptions upon which our society bases its values: are these assumptions right?
Can a society which elevates the satisfaction of human needs and the gratification
of human desires and wishes into the keystones of its morality.ever escape from the
struggle for dominanc as one man or group seeks to assert its own needs, desires and
wishes over those of the rest?

Many cannot accept the answers which Miller gives-to those questions, and are
unwilling to look'at them, Or, looklng at the questions, they struggle to substitute
different answers, Hence, Canticle is swiftly put away and forgotten with ths other
relics of the gixties, :

Before considering exactly what questions Miller asks and what answers he
supplies, it would be convenient to recall the setting and events of the’ story.
Leibowitz was a scientist or technician of some sort in the aarly 1960's, An atomic
war devestated the world and destroyed the advanced civilizations, The world col-

.



. »
P . . -

lapsed lnto a new Dark Age. Leibow1tz became a monk and then founded his own

religious order which had its own. spec1a1 tasks the preservation of what knowledge

coukd be salvaged from the ruins of civilization, The survivors of the Deluge

lashed out at the remnants of culture, including the new Albertian Order of Lei-

bowitz, The Order set up monaster1es in remote locations where the work of saving

JImowledge could be safely carrled out, Leibowitz himself was caught and killed by a
... Mob, 7 _f e L - . L .

In the following cénturies, the Church becomes ohe of the few stable institu-
tions in a chaotic world. The monasteries were self-supporting, going about their
daily routines of work and. prayer, and preserving ancient knowledge, Leibowitz had
taken his first step towards salnthood belng beatlfled Six centurles had passed
51nce the: Flame Deluge. C o

. ' L

Thls is the settlng for the: short story - and the Ilrst part ‘of the novela
novice was making his- Lenten retreat in the desert around the abbey, He discovers
.relics of the founder, Leibowitz, including a blueprint of a circuit design, These
relics provide evidence in support of the canonlzatlon. The brother undertakes to
prodmce an illuminated copy of..the blueprint .and works on this task in'his spare
time for, fifteen years, When the authérities in Mew:.Rome decide that Leibowitz was
‘indeed a saint, this brother, Fran01s, is sent as a delegate and takes his copy as :.
a gift to.the Pope. On the way, he encounter$ a robber who scornfully asks why he
gpent all his time on this task. At New Rdme,. the brother thinks of his answer: he
is part of the process of reclv1llzlng the world in h;s role as preserver of knowledge,

This is as far as the short story goes, The first part of the novel goes no
farther, although it introduces' themes that will come to fruition later and em-
phasizes a dlfferent set of characters.

o‘\t, E—

The novel then- shlfts ahead ﬁlve or $ix hundred years into the Renaissance
. and Reformation. Llfe at the abbey has.gone on, following daily and yearly cycles
of prayer and’ work, Out31de, political authority has become centralized in several
warring monarchies and lesser prlnclpalltles. There has been a revival of the nat-

-2 ural sciences which has led interest in the materlals which the minks have preserved.
The leading scientist of the day arrives at the abbey to inspect the records, This
gscientist comes into conflict with the abbot, The scientist is the illegitamite
. half~-brother of the ruling monarch's cousins and is close to the seat of power,
But .he vrefers not to _comment. on his cousint!s conduct, or to discontinue his work,
(Among-his cousin's more civilized acts: running dlseased cattle in among the herds
of nomadic tribes to starve thém and break their confederacy — but making.-it appear
as-the act of a r1va1 klngdom). And when he realizes'the value of the preserved
knowledge, he is angered that it has been'kept from the world, In turn, the abbot
reminds the scientist of the Fall and its consequences. Ls the gcientist too proud
of his dlscoverles,to accept the responsibility? He asserts his belief in man!s heri-
tage_ of reason readily encugh, Will he accept Lhe hermtage of unreason and violence
as well? The monks had not worked to oreserve knowledge simply for the sake of
knowledge 1tself, but because that knowiedge revealed flivine Providence.

A & :

A The thlrd stage, Fiat Voluntas Tua (let Thy Will be done ~ a response in se-
ver&l of the prayers in the Trisentile Mass and other parts of ‘Catholic liturgy)
~is set at the-same abbey.six hundred years later. Man has rediscovered -atomic powér
and this time has menaged to keep from using it as a weapon for two hundred years,
Man has reached space "and established-colonies on planets around different suns,

-But war is in the air, And war begins, slowly at first., The authorities, to the’

.. dismay of the abbot set up a euthcnasia station near the monastery. This brings him
- into conflict -with the medlcal authorities, who are men acting in good faith but on
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wrong principles, They consider pain to be the only evil, and society the arbiter -
of good and evil, And the government supports ‘théem -It-makes the'problem of too - .
many corpses much, easier to deal with{ The war gathers momentum, - o v T [l
} , o - R
The church has prepared for this eventuality’ A ‘starship staffed by monks, .’
carrying the accumilated knowledge of humanity and bishops to carry on.the church
has been prepared. As the war explodes into radicactive destruction, sufficient to
destroy all life on the planet, the ship’leaves and the new abbot shakes the dust- off
. his sandals, The people would not listen, ' o
. . . o . ' ,‘ TR I (. . h.
-‘Miller never questions that sciencefa:nd technology -are legitimate.human.ac=
tivities, Bul every step upwards implies an increased' responsibility which no one
seems willing to accept. Responsibility, by the way, does not'mean a comittee.of
concerned professiohals discussing ethical problems., Responsibility means resig-
natioh to the truth, Man is not God; not perfect, not perfectable by human acts
alone, The only hope. is in t_.he lord, and the only pgrf.:eq_tion in the Crosgsd
_ L N S e
. The religious theme is not a novelty in scierice fiction; You don't have'to be
a theologian to see the Islamic foundation of Herbert's Dune, the pantheism.in’ .
Stranger in.a Strange Land of the militant hmanism of Clarke's Childhoods-End;,
Christianity appears appears strongly in many writers. For-example, C,S, 'Lewls..
has the Silent Planet trilogy. And who is not familiar with James Blish's Hugo -.°
winner A Case Of Conscience, And then there was Anthony Boucher, who incidertally,
‘was editor of Fantasy and Science Fiction when Canticle appeared ‘there as.a short

.,

story, and who received the author's acknowledgement-in the nével, - - - 1t (%

.. I will confess that I am not familiar with the-critical literaturs on Can-
ticle, or with any information on the state of Faith in fandom, But I-think that'-
you will agree with me that most fans would not ¢all themselves devout Christians,
and are scmewhat embarassed by the intrusion of Christianity into science fiction,
It involves a drastic questioning of normal scientific thought; involving belief
- and action based on faith alone, And the faith is, unlike, for example, Heinlein!s
.. pantheism, inconsistent with scientific technique. Heinlein's martian religion,” you
. will remember, involved simply a different” approach to understanding and. maninu-

. lating the physical universe, It did not suggest that man was not master of his des-
tiny. ‘ o . ‘ e E TR L A N B |

] . ' : o N N TV 1 S

Miller, in A Canticle For Leibowitz "comes out" as a Christian, He creates a
world that has arisen from the ashes of oneé nuclear holocdust and shows'us its. '
growth, He sets up a tensioh between the abbey and the world outside, This'ig: the
first major Christian theme, St. Augustine, in the early part of theé fifth .cenbury
first used the theme of the two cities, those of God and man-in-his Civitus Dei.
The notion actually goes back much’farther.. It appears in the idea of a chosen’ .
People in the 0Old Testament and in tribal religion geherally.-But-in St. Augis~>
tine it found’a new expression, The division was nd longér made on the basis of .
class or race, but on the basis of faith and works: The Christian lives 'a normal
human life but is set off by his dedication.. - AR L ey

L T ._‘rr'. T
That is the situation in Canticle. The monks go about their tasks, educating,
studying and assisting the world to rebuild. They have the special task of saving
the old books, And they have their prayers, The double call is ‘developed slowly,
. In the first part, we see the monabtery as a seemingly integral part-of the world.
In the second part, the secular scientist offers cne of the monks a scholarship' .
outside’the monastery, which he refuses. And in the third part, we see the abbot
of the missionary group given his choice between the cross’of leadership, and re-
maining a follower, a crew-member without priestly duties; The-distinction tetween
the monks as teachers and scientists and the monks as-disciples-of Chxist is drawn

v o oant



more and more .cléarly, They offer the mrld two. g:.i‘t.s, ‘knowledge and salva.t:.on,
and 1t acce“ts only one. L2 B S ST LYl o
e T ! . .. . L NPT

- l

B R There.ls-a.theme of suf-.
- fering, Pain is'not pleasing» -
to Ged.in Christian Theology. -
But.pain borne well and offéred.
“up to de,fpain for whichiGed/ .-
is forgiven is God!s test of
faith, There is a steady eX~
amination of the way in which
*+.’the world tieats pain and God . .
treats. pain, The world: I'ega.z'ds-'r
‘it as absolute 'evil. God re-
gards it as Yransitory, as part
of ‘the human condition, The *
' ~underlying evil, the true pain -
' is separation frc';m God in man's -
~ fallen condition. The. Christian
should not tolerate human mis-
ery,<but he should not mistake © |
v -alleviation of physical mis~ : .
~.ery for hunan fulfillment. .This
theme is treated quite ex-~ ' CoT
plicitly in a‘dialogue in-the " .
second part between the ‘abbot -
and scientist shortly before
. -"the scienti'st leaves, 'and also
- inthe third part when the

. euthanasia team seeks-permi~ i - R I o .

“. ssion to advise.refugees in the ~ et SR g
monastery t6 seek official. re- en ' o ¢ E
lease from the:.r pa:ms. . i
35 ’ n) A P
.y There is: the thame of the dust ~ a biblical :unage that I have a.lrea.d,y ment:.oned.
- B \_ . 1 I'ed n . .

IS There is.the desert,' which"is & prominent’ Chrlstlan image, 'For example, eon—
“.sider the.story.-of the tempta.tlon of Christ by the Devil, Christ was fasting'in the
desert when the devil came to him and offered him:power-and wealth-if he’ could do

‘certain’acts, So too did' the 'world come into-the desert seeking not only know-
ledge, but to draw the monks away from their- contemplation into full-time scien-

tific research. Or consider John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilderness:
-prepare-ye the way of the’ Lord, He-was executed by Hérod, When the monks protest
-‘the death canmp!s-existence; ‘the ruling a.uthor:.ty uses the process ‘of law to have
them removed, The mona.stery is.itself a‘'voice in the“desert of modern soc:.ety. -

But' most promnently, there is the theme of Pride, This is a theme that app-
ears most clearly in the conversations of thé abbots, In the second part ‘the abbot
discusses with Benjamin/Lazarus the burden of being chosen and carrying the sins of
a people, Their conversation drifts across the topic and the abbot- finds himself
meditating on the way Man accepts as his birthright, human dignity, but protests
at accepting his birthright of guilt for the sins of all men, Man claims to know
good and evil, but will not see the evil in himself, And in the third part, the ab-
bot also reﬂects on human pride, Man continually destroys the imperfect, never re-
alising that perfection is not in his power. When man!s anger at imperfection: {al-
ways another mants fault) becomes great there is destruction and violence,

.
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JI0LLBuEs ChFistidni by asserts 1forgiveness rand ‘rédemptitn., And Millersusea; bwoyr
images in'Fiat Voluntas Tua to complete the story, One is:the:bicephalous .taim=:5 .
ato~woman, Old Mrs, Grales has grovm a 3econd head. In a dream, the abbot sees the. ™ .
growth as an Immaculate Conception, Mrs, Grales corstantly..seeks:to:have{the second
head baptized, At the end. Mrs. Grales comes to make hei:confession,zand totforgive
God, At the end of her confession, the holocaust beginsi-The priest:liesttrapped
in the rubble, and sées Mrs, Grales, But the secondthead has come alive andjthel
first is now dormant, He'attempts to baptize her, buttrealizes-thatsshe>is freesof
Original in, God-has restored primal innocence and perfectioniat therend:ithere
has been an Imaculate-Céznception. ~Xo yhaods » ol ool dib

F Y gadivt nk ogs ofd %o noidgoin
And the other image.is.that of the dust., The disciplesileavé:the villageiwhere
they preached unheeded and make their offer to others;nGodsdoes not abandonthist
people; he gives them another opportunity, The monks-leaving,onthatstarship are

that .opportunity. - R duaq on Lvrodivaend 2s dioebasy
NPT R edl .nolilbros goand udd to .

' 180 at the end, Géd restorés pr/J.ma.l innocenceitojardead worldivThereiis>for~
givenéss, And God gives man'another chance to hear:His word;0forgivingimansoncet
again, - ! . AR T GRS o fiside ) of7 ooidlbaos neflst

S G _ o oo —adrr st sdpisfod fort bloordz
" Good scienceé fiction asks the important questionsisiWhat is.a-man? What Jso
his true nature and perfection? What-is & good society?sMiller undoibtablylaskse
these questions and gives answers, 1 have suggestedrithat sattemptsrcouldabe:madesto
read pessimistic answers in:.man is a creature doomed to .destroy-himself; rfa-good
society is one which prevents him from doing so, I have rsuggebstddsthat iforivarious
reasons, - thdt-answer'is-easier to accept than the one:Ighave outlinediiger brosoe
LT I - otolvd ;loofla delinoioe bns
y But the pessimistic view.has no explanation éfjthe.incident Jwith:Mrs, :Grales,
or for the illusion to the mission of the Apostles, Itshas;,rio;;undeijstandingf_’ofn_t d
forgiveness and redemption. Miller supplies answers based.on faith, -I have.tried
to show the themes and images in which he supplies;those-answers, -Agree or dig—g;
agree with those answers -~ do not doubt that those.answersiare thezonesygivensau
: . erfsy ol rotl ezsal
Miller asserts that man is a creature of God {and let us not quibble about -
.bannjhow, this, creation was-accomplished) iwho has free wills In:the exercise.ofifree will,
-has‘ chosen to deny God, To deny God is to deny man's true perfection, Conse~
~rquently,the;values of our;societies, are;illusory:and meaningléss, -In:seeking to do
adigoodraccording to those standards, -man:inadvertently.does evilycBut(Godsthroughshis
cGhurch-and through:his;own-interventioniin human ihistory,in hisfIncarnation+hash
given Man an opportunity to.redeem:himself,:.God willcforgive and redeemsthosewho
accept HIM,_ffyt odni motdslrusdies “Lindd dovd yres edlew eftd wash of Jud ,enbel
sgusmsbiiv sid nl gaboo ostus ofid (debdocd orid adol cshienoo 0 Lflotsoceu oI3LF
jnodonthiscis not conventional (science-fiction,.Itiis not:acceptablestomanys :But
that is the harmonycof Miller!s canticle.; Man!s.;sin:isccounterpointed to hiscacc-
omplishments.in the scheme;of history.There iis:nomusic without,it being:bothis
heard and played, ' o
~<un deddemsid o ot eldl LobinT Yo smsdd ofd el everdd yldeeessTony Dalmyma
dodds odd (Jusq broose efdd 1l ,udcdda orid Yo enolticavevaon edd nk wlwer s oot eres
Yo enls will anivrive Wi assods gafed¥®io mobe®d odd ¥rmscsN\ararfasd ddiy teepnonih
Tlrembi enakl Jodde odd has aigod edd encrce e3tish moidcutsvizos «ionT (olqgoeg &
gioodonq fud (ywoingie norwd (Jipgiuddald eld es edyooos msil g £Ad ro niatisdiboir -
wared 63 eudelo nell oo £0s Fo zonic ed? wel $Lbm Yo dindwlwid vid anbteouss da
~ds ord (Jusq buid? odd of bud ,luzrtdd ab Livo edd ese Jou LLi- dud (fivo s bocy
~au gevon Joeltredni edd gvordeod wilsuiiomoo aail .ebéeq mounl o wdsrfier ocle dod
~16) roidootrocmt 35 aspiL oliss redl! crcroy el nk son 2f noidostioq dedd naiails
wouwlodv brius gob.ovidech al viedt dsury cesooed (JLusl zirem cicdtoic eysw
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 TERMINAL MORAINE: TI—IEDENIAL
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Picture a great glacial ice sheet maving slowly down from the top of the world,
With movement great shards of rock are scraped from mountain ranges.falling to the
glacier surface to be carried off to some d.'Lfferent time and location; . Suffering
climatic change, the sheets recede leaving the terminal moraine, an ageless re-
minder of the glacier,

“Consider now, the field of science fiction. Not only the fans and conven-
tions, or even academia with its countless and pedantic- digsertations, Examine the
group instead that truly supports (sic) science fiction, the casuak reader of SF,
The group that-has read "every.hing by Heinlein and Asimov" and "can really get
into Pournelie, Russ, Coney, 2nd countless other less capable writers flooding the
market.' The group that "has seen' Andlog and Galaxy but has ‘'never heard" of Ex-~
trapolation or Science Flction Review. If asked the question,"Have you read any-
thing by Wilson Tucker?", they reply with blank stares and generally, "Who!s he?!

This wonderment must be an enigma for the long time reader of SF, Science-
fiction, like scme rubble streim glacier has been moving, slowly evolving, carry-
ing with it the works of Heinlein, Asimov, and YES, even Wilson Tucker, The ev-
olution has ceased; SF has become a form oi‘ literature, The terminal moraine has
formed and Wilson Tucker must for'n segment of the manlfold that is science fiction,

N

Tucker's new book Tce and Iron ohly reinforces this notlon. Although it is
marred by the use of p=‘eudo—sc1.e“1ce e (2 néw ice age before the turn oi‘ the century)
and cheapened by ‘carrying woman's hberatlon through to its ultma.te conclusion, it
remains a reada.b,le and ent ev‘ta_'l.m.n,g novel, : A CPi

. . e -
. — . 4

The protagbm.st F;mher Yann I-I:.ghsm:.th, yet a.nother of - hcker's—imnensly
human characters,-::.s the leader of a group of scientists invest:.ga.t:mg glacier
phenomena. Towns, -cities and all other signs of man's ¢ivilization:are:obliterated
as ’the sheets pmgress scnfchw::a.mc The investigations proéeed as. expected- until’ ob-
Jects are found on and near™the glacier that have no- reason being there, Hand -
formed mud bricks, fish, water, and eventually primitive man, With the Ice pressing
and politicians urging the stop of all such investigations, Fisher must provide an
explanation,

¥

By cross cutiing back and forth betwee: the here and now and the "place"
from which the objects and-men seem to be coming from (Iron) s Tucker provides the
explanation. Progress:.vely, the world of Iron becomes more understa.nda.ble. The
Jyorld of Iron is earthl!s’ future, that time after the gl:a.c:Le.t's1 recessn.on andqmen
(return t'.o the northlands. It is a world of dominant civilized' women .and subser-
v:.a.nt en, Th:.s .section of the book tends to detract from the success "of Ice 'and
Iron, and one must wender why Tucker structured it the way’ he d:Ld - S

. ~It is, however, the weapon utilized by the women of, the future that provn.des
the centra.l theme of the’ nov'el When the weapon is fired J.t seems -£0. act. as, a. "dig-
_ :Lntegre ion ray"t, ‘Played upon. an obJect, whether it.be mud block. or man, it’ ca.uses
appa,rent total;destruction.” The effect is only apparent. The" blasted obgect is
actually projected backwards in time, ma.tern.a.l:.z:.ng somewhere above f,he glac:l.al
sheets where it plummets downward to be found by Fisher and his team, *° °

9



- In this way, Tucker demonstrates not only the continuity of the universe
but of man also, Fisher!s civilization will be decimated but it wdll return at
some point in the fubmre, It is this sense of continuity and of hope that sets
Wilson Tucker.apart and above sp many of the hackers and dilettantes that infest

science fiction, . . -
‘The glacier of sciencé fiction has receded leaving the terminal moraine’

- the -artifact of -science fiction, and Wilson Tucker must be a part of it, °
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as it did, I

. bad originally planned to have a second issue completed by the end of Jamuary;
nopnetheless, this is starting to get a wee bit expensive, my fanac, so I'11 .,

' ‘probably slow dowm. Next issue should be out by the end of February (hal),
Dontt trust me, however, It'll probably be sooner than that, o '

T w411 admit T was surprised that th:t.s issue came out as fast

. Some of you may have noticed the absence of Johnson Smith this issue, after .,
~announeing in his piece last time that he'd follow up with something, 'Tds -
" -obvious he hasn't yet, but the chances of him reappearing next issue are
od. He says he "hasn't sone enought research yet," I've heard it befére,
%gorry, Johnsons.Now get to worki) - - I



WHERE IN HELL DO YOU GET YOUR IDEAS? DONN BRAZIER

w

Would I make it down o the lobby, I thought as I stepped into the empty
elevator on the sixth floor. I was sure that none of the fans swarming through
the halls of the hotel would recognize my face, for this was my first appearance
at a Worldecon, I had a deadline to meet, something that had come up at the last
minute, a hurried call from that edltor whose name I won't mention had caught me
Just before I left home, And so I tossed the devlish portable into the car, along
with a ream of paper, and now I was skulking down to the lobby for a pack of,
smokes while the typer cooled off in my room,

I pushed the button, catching'a glimpse of my tousled hair in the shiny
brass plate where the buttons lived, That-won't do, I thought, some fan will néte
my short but mussed-up hair and say ah~ha, an author] I ran my hand through it,
picking out a half-way decent part,

Ch,“ crap, I muttered, The elevator was slowing to a stop at.four, The door
slid open, and in stepped a youngster, oh, maybe sixteen years old, I directed
my eyes nonchalantly toward the ceiling, rlght after I saw the rocketship name-
tag on ’che kid!s T-shirt,

Sir," I heard the tentatlve, sllghtly squeaky Vvocice. “Sir"il

I sighed inwardly and brought my eyes down from their examinat:.on of the
elevator's ceiling panels, "Yes," I said, dryly.

Would you sign my program‘?“
I decided to play it stupid. “"What program‘?“

My attitude was having the proper ef;ect for the fe]_‘Low withdrew the beoke
let he had tendered and his eyes lost that rapac:.ous gl:mt "I'm sorry. I thought
you were an author," _

o

“What gave you that crazy idea?t I laughed, ' ) L

‘ The glint care back into the kid!s eyes'. I could see that he was wise to
‘me, that he had seen through my game, but wasn!t as yet really positive of his
©onew :Lns:i.ght because the program still dangled at his side, "You have three pen~-
cils in-your jacket pocket," he said, "They've all got good erasers on them, and
besides, there's a ca.rbon smudge on your thumb,*

_ For Christ'!s sake, I thought, Another little gefiius of a fan. Were théy all
that smart? I decided to switch tactics, play it cool, "Ckay, I'm.an author. Cof
sorts," I added diffidently.

"Well, would you sign my program then?" he said, shoving it at me again,
I shrugged "But you don‘t even know who I am,”
"Well, who are you then""

Iy P



-

I was getting howhere, I dare not shuck him off any longer, i'or we were
already in the lobby., Already I saw several other fans looking our way, eyes
alert like hunters catching first sight of their quarry. What else could it be,
an older man pursued by a teenager whose teeth, like a worrying dog, were fastened
. .in the animal's hide; what else but an author on the Jcose?

I ducked into the men's room, the kid right behind me, At least we were
out of sight of the pack. I pretendéd to relieve myself, The kid stepped up
right beside me, I could see it now., Im some fanzine, "I pissed right next to
Xavier Coldfuss)" Even in my thoughts I didn't use my real name,

I decided to be honest, I told the fan about my deadline, how I just had
to get a pack of cigarettes and get back to my typewriter, that my life depen~ -
ded on it, I let a slight sob emphasize the spot I was in as I threw myself upon
his mercy.

-

" The fellow zipped up his pants, "Oké.y,“ :he said, "I understand, I have dead-
lines like that myself, Already TWISTING NUMERALS is a month behind schedule."

"Twist:.ng numerals? What!s that"“
The Iddts face 1it up like a neon sign, "That's my fa.nzlne.“ a

Since I had received some 6f these things in the mail, I knew what he was
talking a.bout "Te}J. me about it," I said,

As we. walked out of the john and over to the tobacco counter, he told me
all about it.

-

"Sounds marvelous," I said, and I méant it, I reaJ_'Ly had respect for these
fans knocking out fanzines, for free yet.

* On the way back to the eleva.tor, he told me more about his TWISTING NUM—
ERALS, which I now mentally set up 41 caps,

At the elevator docr, I sa.ld, Send me a copy will you?"

- The door slid open. I 'stepped in. I said, "Remember now, I got to get to
work, but can I ask you one question before I go back to my room?M -

He nodded, a big smile on his face,
The door bega.n to slide shut, I had just a moment to deliver my question;

"Where in hell do you fanzine editors get your ideas?"

.....Donn Brazier
M Wha:b you have just read never occurred. Only nw age was changed to protect the
‘innocent, nameiy me, - R{}

* * *
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A CHECKLIST OF FANTASY AND
SCIENCE FICTION BOOKS BY

CHESTERD. CUTHBERT CANADIAN AUTHORS (Manitoba check)

. During the past nine years my principal project has been this checklist, The
main obstacle to its completion is the difficulty in locating the books to be read in
order to ascertain that they qualify, At the conclusion of this article, a list of
these books will be appended, I should like to purchase or borrow any of these which
may be available,

N
The checklist will not include anthologies edited by Canadians, or in which
Canadian writers appear; only collections of stories or novels are considered,

As a test of the scope and accuracy of the checklist to date, I am setting
forth my information concerning books by Manitoba authors. Any additions to this
list will be welcome,

One of the most important modern science fiction writers was born on a farm
south of Winnipeg in 1912, A, E., van Vogt has contributed over thirty bhooks, among
them Slan, which is considered a c¢lassic. His late wife, E. Mayne Hull, was alsoc born
in Manitobaj she collaborated with him on two books, and wrote a third, Planets For
Sale, herself, van Vogt!s work is distinguished by complicated plots, a profusion of
super-gcientific ideas, and an interest in the mental sciences, The Violent Man, a
story of Red China, is his only novel outside of the fantasy classification.

Although he is probably next in importance, Frederick Philip Grove is repre~
sented by only o¢ne novel, Consider Her Ways is about a colony of ants and their views
of life and man, It has not achieved the recognition it deserves, probably because
it was published only in Toronto and is little known outside Canada, Because this
book is so rare as to be almost unobtainable, it is fortunate that an excellent sum-
mary and appraisal of it is available in Frederick Philip Grove by Ronald Sutherland
(Canadian Writers #L, New Canadian Library, 1969),

Robert J. C, Stead, known for his novels of prairie life, tried his hand at a
science fiction novel about the’ contrel of minds by an ingenious device, The Copper.
Disc was a Crime Club selection,

Douglas Durkin, with a similar though more melodramatic appeal than Stead's,
entered the field with Mr, Gumble Sits Up, It is a whimsical work, a gentle, and
somewhat ironical novel, in contrast with his other work,

In New Secret, lLillian Beynon Thomas described the effect of the atom bomb on
a Canadian family, Her sex is also represented by Irene Fennell, in whose rural no-
vel Ghost Light only the title phenomenon is unrationalized; Mildred Matson, whose
The thite Tribe is a modern version of the "Garden-of-Eden" story; and Linda L, Met-
calf, whose Widening Trails is a spiritualistic novel,

Bertram Brooker wrote two novels involving psychic phenomena: Think  of the
Earth and The Robber. The former won the Governor General's Award in 1936, and the
latter is a story of Barabbas, and is more historical than fantastic,

‘William Hamm's The Gray Shadows of Death is a more sensational science fiction
story, published only in paperback form, as was The Adventurers From Mars: The World's
Fate by John Johnson. The Dybbuk by S, An-~sky (Shlome Zanvil Rappoport), was trans-—
lated from the Yittish by S, Morris von Engel, and published in Winnipeg in paper-




2

back form in 1953, This is a myth narrated in the form of a play, and it may be of
interest to mention that the cover was drawn by John Hirsch,

In 1952 the Canadian Science Fiction Association published Fantasy Classi-
fication System. Copies are to be found in various library schools at universities
in the United States ani Cansda; and anyone who wishes to know the ideas which com-
‘promise the basis for =11 fantasy and science fiction will discover them to be con~
veniently sumarized end indexed therein, Its author; Alastair Cameron, a Winnipeger
then attending university in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, is presently a Precfessor of
_.Astronomy at Harvard University.

Although not eligible for inclusion-in my checklist, Dr. Jack McKenty, a ur~
oligist presently practising in Milwvaukee, Wisconsin, had two short stories pube-
lished in GATAYT MAT*ZINE, one of which was reprinted in an anthology chosen from
its pages by its editor; H. L. Gold, The only other known Ma.nitoba.n, aside from the -
writers mentioned above, to have contributed to the magazz.nes, is Chester D, Cuthbert,
who had two storles printed in WONIER STORIES :i»~alzd in 1934, both of Wthh were

reprinted, one in a hard——cover anthology by Sam\lloskomtzu

APPENDIX: CURRENT WAKT LIST. Fiction books- wanted by Chester D, Cuthbert; 13104 M~
- vey Avenue, Minnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3M 1J5, Condition is not :Lm;portant as long
as the text is complete, ‘ T

L ALDtln, I.lill.. a.n Eana-o L] q oSPudders - - POWE, ,Bmcea 40 csisirne CThe Killing Grou'nd
a.nchard, 4Ic*1ry Percy.,.,l\fter the Catacl- . oeaThe Last 'Da.ys of the American
- yeni A romancz of the’Ages to Come . Empire
(N,Y., Cochrane; 1909, 136p.) Rohmer, 'Richard,.....Exodus/U. K.
Brennan’, Antno*ly;;;;;;;,;;ﬂhe Crazy House "« 2 s EXtOnEration
Crowley; Johl.caecocaeseqane Deep Royal, Matthew J.,...The Isle of the Vir-
Dickson, Gordon R» ‘\ert“,Secre.. Under the gins: A Romance, (Buffalo, Wen-
L bourne~Summer;, 1899, 328p, )
Eaton, EVelyNieoscacsessoThe Kirg is a Witchstarrett, Vincent,..,The Escape of Alice
{London, Cassell, 1965). o..Snow For Christmas
Edwarcs, Dandao..o“...uNext Stop—-MarSJ Sullivan,-Alan.i..;.;Mr. Absalom
(Greemiich Books, 1959) Templeton, Charles.,.The Kidnapping of
Fisher, Leorard Es¢,c...o5Weeneyts Ghost the President -
(Juvenile) " van Vogt, A. E.......The Battle of For—.
Gilman, Dorothysosacecee .The (lairvoyant ever -
Countess _ «¢sThe Book of van Vogt
Higgins; David Wil]iam.;;;The_ Iv‘.[ysticr Spring : '.'.;M33 in Andromeda
Japkson, Basiloccocsseco oRage Under the “eelle’ PI'OJQY Intelllgence
‘Arctic 77T Wlller, Jm.....-..e.Paramnd
Kerby, Susan Alice;.,....Gone to Grass Hargreaves, H. A.....North By 2000
Koch, Eric.eesssccosans->The Leisure Riots .

Merrll JLdltho,,,.......SU.I'V’.LV&l Shlp e .

Myers, Martin.....::.... Frigate sa0s++0sChester D, Cuthbert

Nitsua, Benjamineses«os e+ The Mystery of e

' Ashton Hall (author!s real name; #* * * *
Benjamin Fish Austin)

Osborn, EiMesessssessscssd Short Visit to

Ergon (Victoria, B,C,, 1971) .
Pendle, Walter Henry.....Poems, Short Tales, .
Phantasies
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A DISCOTERY ‘. " STUART GILSON

"No generalization is wholly true, including this one,"
— Disraeli

In the course of prolonged searching through many rare bockstores, Iive
stumbled across what must be certainly considered a rarity in-the annals of
science fiction scholarship: Reflections, by Reginald Crowley, a slim privately
bound volume of random observations on science’ fiction literature and fandom,
Apparently a reclusive and largely unknown fan, Crowley is believéd to have re-
sided somewhere near Poughkeepsie during the past quarter—century, Biographical
information on the man is scarce, and little assistance could be encouraged from
the dealer from whom I obtained the volume, although his concentration was some~
what diverted by an alarming preoccupation with my jugular vein, It is suspected,
however, that Crowley is remotely descended from the English snail magnate, Fadius
Thadwicke, who is alleged to have been expelled from Britain in 1786 for having
attempted to blow up parliament with a sack of flour, The relative importance of
Reflections is, of course, questionable as is the balance of Crowley'!s mind, and
yot in the interests of historical completeness, the Ielevant portions of this
obscure work have been quoted below in their entirety, :

#* 3* ¥* o 3

Most fanzines are published at great material expense to the editor; the
rewards are strictly emotional and intellectual, It!s an activity that involves
considerable self-sacrifice and self-imposed responsibility, Taking this into
account, one can understand the basis behind the wound that hurts oniy when you

laugh,

¥* 3 * # ¥*

.~ Those who persist in retaining a lingering devotion for "science fiction" per
se, are mistaken in labelling modern "speculative fiction" as such, Science fiction
always has and always will defyy categorization,

3* #* 3 3 3

The function of sé¢ience fiction art should expand to a point where it ceases
being merely decorative, It should incorporate legitamite science fiction themes
and concepts into itself, develop a sense of awareness as to its capabilities by
capitalizing off the dramatic power it enjoys.

. # * * %*

Despite the sour taste of Shakespearean scholarship that repulses us so,
Shakespeare!s ,works are the first examples of fantastic fiction treated with a soc-
ial relevance; an assortment of ghosts, witches, intélligent animals, lost is~
lands and swordplay, in the best tradition of Howard,..evidently, science fiction
is where you look for it, '

¥* #* * * *
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- Some individuals have viewed fandom as a microcosm, self—congratulatory,
and tenuosly self-sufficient. In that respect, itfs closely akin to polltlcs.

# 3# I I s
The bibliophile is a strange breed; as an infant in the buddlng stages of
his intellectual growth he thrives on books with pictures. Later, for fear of
ridicule from his peér groups, he shuns illustrated books because they represent
a childish obsession. When he finally matures, he's w1lllng to sacrifice limb and
life for a flnely illustrated volume.

3* 3* L # T -

The art of book-making has degenerated from a demanding craft into an ass-
embly line rcutine,

.-

¥* 2 +#* 3t ¥*

Long since the first fanzine emerged, countless polls have occurred and
been taken in an attempt to establish general returring patterns of fans! tastes,
occupations and interests, After all that labour, little more has Béen concluded
other than that the only consistency in fandem is its inconsistency.

¥* * ¥* W* 3

Traditionally, the purpose of science fiction has been to evoke a sense of
wonder, tc entertain, With today!s "social relevence", the big thing behind the
genre is to remind us of our present responsibilities by showing us the conse-
quénces of our actions, and suggesting an alternative to the insanity we now live
in. In many cases, entertaimment has been sacrificed for relevence, Case in point:
The Sheep Look Up.

k3 4 #* ¥# 3t

Science fiction has always been remarkably prophetic: Michelism foreshadowed
the Communist scare, Hiroshima was long before realized as an inevitability of
technological progress, and today we only begin to appreciate the full signifi-
cance of the ecological dilemma as seen in science fiction a half-century ago.
Small wonder the writing is such a pleasure to read,

L N

In the beginning fanzines were intended as vehiclea by which a bridge of
communication might be established bétween isolated fans, in effect an extension
of the prozine letter columns. Today, fandom has gained an 1ndependence from the
professional publications to-the point of self-sufficiency. Presumeably, if
science~fiction ceased to be, fandom as a functional entity would hardly suffer
by its absence,

+# * kLS #* +

The measure of an author's popularity is directly proportional to the area
consumed by his/her name on a book!s cover,

+* 3t +* ¥* #

w1
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final- punch-l.me for italics while' the other prefers upper case letters, 0 add-
ition, one deals with destructive horrors that originate outside our sphere of
existence while the other is more concermed with horrors that lurk within us,

T Be 6l weibdyd cnd pd fashiad e an sLow . wrvL 3 0o el ke [+ S R,
- 3
Yo 9t 1Y (wodad wowsdaigFiancHon ¥ Kuie® v op fuddos (ledut o
s ezosr vodd re.mcwd edocd Lods 'LtP’I.LL..E S DPRITY 13l A By MY alrlhie

hris ¢ 1Academics. and)those who -have an &ffectlonate devotlon .for sc:.ence f:.ctlon feel

that eeience f:.ct:.oz; ha.s but managed wrban renewal,

~36 68 oMk ¥isto atbiersh £yt Rgrafepa® eca ¥ o coinad Re S o
‘ or iact wabl wfdiv
Controversy breeds response, which probs.bly expla:.ns why science flction fans
are never a'b a loss to conmnmca‘be. ¥ e

~

: .....Stu Gilson
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"ANDR1IS TASKANS . SQME THOUGHTS, ¥ - - - -

S e =

.. Thfee or .four mi'dé seem to occupy a key position in a.ny discussidén of this
sort: "acience fiction"; "religion"; "God"; and, probably, "technology".

tGeience fiction" has been inteipréted in many different ways by mumerous
critics, both in broad and narrow terms. Arny aitemnt at defining science fietion
mist consider its relationship té tha 'icase or wonder! (and philosophy begins
with wonderl) and to myth-making, The redefinition of SF as 'speculative fiction"
- or, better yet, "speculative fabulation"; is particularly significant in that it
implies that s¢ience fiction is a modern, conscious myth-and-meaning-making,
based, however, on something other than a stable, static cosmology; it is based,
rather, on the realization that "meaning" is itself not simply "actual".(albeit
hidden), but is open to limitless rediscovery and redefinition. Reality is nature,
tradition, history, but it is also the human capacity for redefining reality,
Man is change, Meaning is-a possibility. Qur meanings aré extrapolations, en-
quiries, hopes and fears; they should not be definitions, SF maps the human soul
my mapping the "not ‘yet" and the "maybe never", In that.sense, it finds man in
utopia, ‘in'"no-place", Hence it is wrong to speak of SF as prediction. It is pro-
.cess which is aware of progress and it gives due credit to potentiality and
possibility. SF should recognize, in Professor Vahanian's phrase, that "man .-
consists in the humanizing of that which'is alien to him, whether it be nature
and society; or whether it be. technology." And science fiction should further
recognize that "today it is‘ technclogy which constitutes the matrix of the
humanizing process."” Hence; ‘Brian Aldiss is correct in calling Frankenstein-the
first science fiction novel, for modern man, seen in the light of technology, is
Promethean, . engaged in the changing and the creation of the world, This is a-
glorious and a tragic undertaking. Meaning is not to be discovered in another
world. Rather, all pessible worlds wait in‘potential (one might also say, in- -
trembling abeyante) until man sumons them, deliberatly or with unconscious blun-
der - inost often, with both, In such a situation, the actualization of meaning
‘cannot be equated with its attaimment. And the search for meaning (§ven if defined
as "the sacred") consists of its continual overthrow and relocation, .

4

. -

- Therefore, we will adopt as a provisional working model of "science fiction'

the first .part of the definition given by Aldiss in Billion Year Snree:
Science Fiction is the search for a definitiom . o

of man and his status in the universe which B
will stand in our advaficed but confused state
: of knowledge (sciencel.s.se2 . . o
" And we will. also ncte that "the science fiction search for the !'definition of.
man! is often playful, And vhat the definition does not do i8°'determine whether
the end product is good, had, sheer nonsense, or holy writ,.i." '3 °

The word "God" we will leave undefined for now, Nevertheless, we propose
that there is something which is, for want. of a hetter woed, the content of ‘a
Upeligious (or relevatory) experience!; and that ‘such an experience is a tdi s
closure of Being" which cannot be reduced to:the language of scientific discourse,
whether the critic wishes to call it a psychological aberration, an illusion, or-
the misapprehension  of scientifically-explaihable phenomena, These may all apply,
but, we will assume, there is something more, That is, the "disclosure" will be
considered as a valid or authentic event, although its' subsequent interpre-
tation may not be so immune, For our immediate purpose, such a discerrment will

" =19



be called "religious", provided that it is accompanied by an appropriate com=
mittment to the something or someone that is disclosed. Religion, so defined,-
is-onel!s attitude towards "Being" and the pattern of behaviour which fellows such
a unique perception of meaning, The definition of "a ged" in Cordwainer Smith's
"Under Old Earth" may be of help at this point: "A person or an idea capable of
starting wholly new cultural patterns in motion,"

In the light of this understanding, the non-religious claim or attitude may
be seen eitheér as the negative or inappropriate response towards the unique per-
ception (e.g. reseptment at being 'thrown! into the universe), or as the asser-
tlon that one has éxperienced no such ‘perception!, and, indeed, finds the idea
itself meanzngless. ' ‘ :

. - 0f course, ‘a1l of these "deflnltlons" are 31mollst1c, but they w111 serve as
a8 startlng p01nt. ' )
#* * 3

. Aldlss notes that SF is a creatlon of the Industrlal Revolutlon, during Wthh
-1festern man _ ‘ . Lo e

began to alter hlS attltude towards hlS God,
It was in this changeable cultural cli-
mate that science fiction first emerges -~ with ,
a discretely blasphemous nature that it still retalns. ,5 ‘

That this “blasphemous nature' is character1st1c of most of sclence flctlon will
no doubt be immediately evident to anyone familiar with the field. Indeed, my.
opening remarks in the previous issue were prefaced by two.guotations from Dan-
gerous Visions, the former of which, part of Harlan Ellison's 1ntroductory'comr
ments, had Just that blasphemous tone ~ with the "discretely" left outi Never-
theless, it is significant that even Philip K. Dick's rather’ sympathetic attitude
towards religion should be accompanied by a compelling story, "Faith of Our Fa-
thers", that aptly illustrates Aldiss' contention that "Science flctlon writers
have brought the principle of horrid revelation to a fine art", 6

We are all aware that religion and technology do not Benixc®, Indeed, in the .. |
" modern eXperience they seem to stand quite at odds with each other, The paradox -
of technological man is that, engaged in "humanlzlng that which is alien to him",
. he discovers that the something, Being, "God" is most alien of all This is our
dllm

At the risk of misrepresenting his’ thought I propose to take Professor
Vahanian's opening remarks for my thesis, He proposes that "man consists in the
humanizing of that which is alien to him,". This process he calls technique; the
technique of the human, Teday the matrix of such a technique is technology, al-
though in the past it has been "nature as depth of the soul, of being" and it has
also been Yhistory as the unfolding of the spirit, of becom1ng."7 What must be
recognized is that . : v '

every technique must at first seem somewhat bent on

obliterating religion;  the truth is however, that it -
releases a new type of religiosity. A technique mediates,’
.not the dlslocatlon of the sacred but its relocatlon. -]

The quest will be to examine science fiction, the myth-llterature of technology,
and analyze the agonies of the "dislocation" with an aim in mind of identifying
the signs, if any, of the "relocation",

finis -
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NOTE: In the previous issue, I promised to provide a preliminary bibliography of
science fiction dealing with "religious" themes, This bibliography will not be
forthcoming in the near future, I am afraid, due to the immensity of the task and
very few hours I am able to devote to it, However, I have not abandoned the pro-
Ject and welcome any suggestlons.
.....Andris Taskans

FOOTNOTES )
Ja_Vahanlan, (rabriel, "Technology as an Ecclesiologlcal Problem," Union Seminary L
.7 Quarterly Review. Vol, XXIX, No, 3 and 4, Spring and Summer, 1974. p. 2647
2. Aldiss, Brian, Billion Year Spree, (Iondon: Transworld Publlshers, 1975) p. &

) italics deleted
3. Ibid.; Py 9
k.. Smith, Cordwainer. The Best Of Cordwalner Smlth (New York: Ballantine Books,

©1975)L p. 28 - | |
5. Aldlss, _2 Cltog po 13,
6- Ibld., P 21 .
7. Vahanian, gp cit., p, 261
8 Ibid,

. “.whiioigraoe killed herself

while grace killed herself the sun
. the moon and stars
- were dreams above the clouds
‘the city!s breath was a measured whlte
in the crisp December air:
. time was the bus downtown with frequent stops
for the dying whose heavens are
christmas lights and santa claus.

‘grace was a dreamer in this land where . -
the young die more swiftly than the old
and as sure
living between heartbeats smiling
at old laughter born of circumstance
" and fears -she knew as life.
her words were blankets: for. ‘her.. soul
and beauty

while grace killed herself i
watched helplessly . o
realizing my death would be as much
and as little
lost in the outskirts of mw mlnd
i have watihed' myself “take’ that‘bus downtown
4 to heaven - ,

i,f  while grage killed herself the wind
<+ laughed in the trees and fed the darkness
" an offering of snow °

;;.;.jémes a, hall



HAS BEING IN FANDOM o
AE’F’E?:TEDMYNIEMJ? T.S. BRADSHAW

-

Certainly, my initial reaction to this topic is not at-all serious, I doubt
most sincerley that I could concievs of this topic on my own, let alone leave out
- typoing mistakes;-and if T did, it would be discarded as quickly as a ten~dollar
bill, being totally unworthy of even the slightest consideration., However, my imi -
il regactions being overcome, I find that perhaps there is some merit in this tow
pic after all, Perhaps fandom has affected my mind, ' ‘

At this point, I feel that it would be in order for me to defihe my terms,
What do I mean by saying “BEING IN FANDOMM? Well,-I would define that as partic—
ipating in any fannish activity: reading, locecing, writing for fanzines, .attending
conventions, and the many other aspects of fandom of whiich we are all aware., As
for "AFFECTED MY-MIND", this could be best deséribed by illustrating my mind before
I entered fandom, but I must refuse to‘do this, Not for fear of it coming to light
that I did not have a mind to speak of, and, indeed, still suffer from this lack,
but because I have never really stopped to consider my mind; a statement which may
or may be totally redundant, Before this discussion carries me away, I hereby sub-
mit that I had a rather highly-developed mind — quite apart from the average—dn
the ways of all things, except of fandom,

Ah, how well do I remember (it was in a bleak December and I was suffering
a rathar fearsome attack of cabin fever) .those first few weeks in fandom, which
were almost exclusively spent cursing the Post Office, as I was during this last
mail strike (yechh), Slowly fandem trickled and was eventually crushed, by an over—
zealous postman, into my mailbox, I was jubilant, Hastily, I answered mail, sent
requests for fanzines and waited patiently, And waited, Certain fears began to
fester within me, These fears turned out to be unfounded. I learned later that
this was movcly an attack of neo~fanism with a slight touch of Twonk!s. Disease
(this latter a most fascinating malady which has been likened to a falling of the
ampits), .

It seems I have yet to shed some light on the topic of this article, so I
think I will take a coffee bresk in-order to collect my thoughts, I would suggest
that you do the same; for all I know, you may need one more than I,

3% #* #* * # 3* #* #* #
INTERMISSION
#* * #* #* * # 3 #* #*

There, That was good. There is something definitely mind-refreshing in eat—
ing your favorite brand of pretzel after dipping it into a nicé cool-bottle of your
favorite brand of beer, be it Michelob, Oly, Carlings, or root. Sure, I remember
distinctly saying "coffee break", but what the hell, If one cannot be allowed the
liberty of lying occasionally, there is no worthwhile freedom left in the world,

As a matter of fact, lying is one of my favorite pastimes, Often I can be found
lying around about anything that comes into my head, Most people find this a dis-
tressing fault to find in a young man with so many other fine attributes, It saddens
them, A . \

Spealdng of my attributes reminds me of another fault, that being my egotism,
I do not believe this has any rslevance in this article for fandem has not effected
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my egotism'; I have always thoughh I was the greatest.

Randy, if you print this trash I'm going to be the most surprised perscon in
the wordd., 69 Surprise, T,3. -~ R.}{ But talkihg about the world, I really have to
get back to it. Can't let history get me down, So I will conclude by stating that
fandom has not afféected my mind, ‘never mind how I reached this conclus:.on. Ridie~
ulous topic anyway.

signed,

Napoleon Bonaparte

I} Editorial intervention: methinks this art:.cle, if you may term it so, speaks
for itself, But it'!s disclaiming time, The stunningly lovely yet remarkably
untalented Mr, Bradshaw has allowed me the option of including his address,
an option I will now exercise, Anyone wishing to further question T, S. re:
his sanity, or any other brilliant topies, should address his/her letter to
the following address: #5 - 202 St, Anthony Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Ca.n.ada.”

# * *

I've.been reading inh latest issues of Karass and Locus about this pro-
fessional convention that's going to be held in New York in June, lLinda Bushyager
discussed the consequences of such an event, all of which I can!t help but agree
with, It all boils down to whether or not we want commercialism in fandom, and I~
would hope that the ma,)onity of us would say no., Linda published an excerpt from a
letter from Charles Ellis, a spokesman, to Ken Keller. The one paragraph that tlcks
me off the most goes like this: _

"Once proven by hav:.ng run Expo, we will get into producing SF instruction =
films, possibly a proz:\.ne..thls is where we are headed, We!re setting up a business
that will be of particular interest to fen and help spread the “gospel“ of l:.tera.ry
SF to the general public," _

SF-indtruction £ilms? What the hell is that? And for who? Oh, I suppose,..
Instructo-Film #24: How To Organize A Regional Ccnvention of a low-Keyed Nature,
Instructo-Film #66: How To Start A Fanzine and Keep It In Operation For Under $35
a Month. Do we'need this? Do we want the "gospel" of literary SF spread to the
publie? I, too, "hope this Expo falls flat on its face". Perhaps the definition
of "i‘:.lthy pro" should be revised before the next edition of the Neo-Fans! Guide:
appea.rs, it seems that there is now a whole new meaning to. 1t.

AR ....‘R

23~



You know, I originally planned te, in this space, feature the words, or
rather, the title WINDING LEITERS in big black Letraset. I electrostencilled
it, and cemented it into a stencil, added a few words, and started typing the
1ocs. But when I finished the stenc:.l and withdrew. it from the typewriter, I
discovered a lovely gaping hole' in the title, as well as in the middle, So, in
effect, it .was ruined, So I have no electrostencilled title for the letters
column. Why don't I go and get another one? Because: 1) It'!s 10:50 p.m,; 2) It!s
Christmas day; 3) Why should I make one electrostencil’ for one title; and, k)
based on #3, it would be a waste of $1.75. Next time, folks,And now, the lox: :

Don D'Ammassa - Enjoyed your fanzine very much. I also remember COSIGN and
:19 Angell Drive : CROSSROADS, The'first fanzine to publish my matérial was CO-
East’Providence- SIGN - and Bob Gaines and I remain good friends, He was out
- RJL., 02914 ‘. here to visit a few months ago, CROSSROADS was the first 1

" had a regular column’'in (book rev:Lews) Al Snider use to live
near us at Brown University, and has been to visit us several times as well. He
hag, unfortun.atly, dropped from sight., Enough nostala:.a.

Tony Dalmyn's article was interesting, but would have been far more succ-~
essful if he provided more supporting evidence, particularly examples to illust-
rate his points. §{ Tony did provide three examples, but admits that he hasnlit
read enough Dickson to provide more -~ R}{

Bern Roy makes some good points, but believability does not make a good
SF film alone. Real life is frequently dull. Would a dull but believable SF film
be good? §J§ Probably not - R{}

Andris Taskan's note is pointless. He should have waited and written the
actual article. Previews of coming attractions serve no practical purpose.

Johnston Smith makes some statements I can!t agree with, Heinlein really
can!t be said to have declined in popularity after Stranger. Time Enough For
Love and Glory Road were both on the ballot, The Moon Is A Harsh Mistress was on
the ballot twice, and won, I do agree in general he has declined as a writer,
even though I think The Moon Is A Harsh Mistress is his best novel. He has
become mcreas:.ngly preachy and self-indulgent, acting out in print a- va.net.y
“of seamal hangups,. I notice that Johnston, like so many people lately, goes “to
great 1engths to defend the juveniles. But I've never heard anyone critisize the
Juveniles,: so why bother. And I found I Will Fear No Evil immensly boring, as I
did "Free Men", Heinlein can be boring when'hismess’age‘ gets in the wayof
his story. : :

" peace, don. ' ) B ::":--;

}§ I nhave to plead ignorance here, In my younger days , I "ot my teeth" on Cle.rke,
"‘not, Heinlein, - Rf{

Mike Glicksohn ~ . I think it's astounding how you were somehow.able to end

. 141 High Park Ave. . the postal strike so that I could get a 'rgply to the first
Toronto, Ontario ~ issue of WN off to youl! I hope you will not bring these
6P 253 awesome powers into the Toronto teachers! strike until at

‘least Christmas as I'm rather enjoying the time off, [} What
powers” What did I do? Please let me know, Mike; it could come in handy next time -

RIJ | o

WN is quite good mdeed attractive cover, .a sense of laybut 1ns:Lde, com—
petent material and.adequate reproduction, More than a good many fanzines achieve
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that by their fifth issues! The basic composition of the issue is a little too
for me, a little too academic; but that's purely indicative of my own preference
for fannish material., Overall, I think you're to be congratulated for a job well -
done. }] Thank you. - RJ} . . : ,

I like the way you set up the table of contents (despite the one big ty-
ping mistakel) ~ and can't recall having seen this done before. Harry Warner
vould probably know, but you may well have a first there, which isn't a bad ace~
omplishment for someone just beginning. (Again.) : .

I got into fandom half
a year before you, you pub~ .
lished three years before I
did, and although I've been
more.or.less contimually ac-
tive for seven years, I too
occasionally get the feeling
that "eover the past 5 or 6
years I'd been missing some-
thing." There is probably a
moral there somewhere but
dontt ask me what it is,

Yau gonna

write?
Bern Roy's advice is

rather simplistic, being more

or less common sense, Of course, ‘

that in no way validates its importance, as numerous "bad"! sf movies can attest

to. I can't equate the Star Trek style transporter with a cliche, though. A cliche

is something that has been used s¢ many times in so many places that it!s completely

lost any feeling of believability. To my knowledge the ST beam down shot has only

been used on that show, and to me it remains a quite acceptable special effect.

§8I think Roy's mention of that effect was more of a warning not to use it. — R{j

I'm also rather surprised (and disappointed) to discover a major area of
misaing knowledge in Bern's stfnal background, I thought gveryone was aware that
‘warm mineral oil is the single most tpxic substance known te students of Martian

Ere

biochemistry, §§ Mr, Roy stands corrected} - R {}

Johnston Smith pretty well sums up the typical attitude of many fans to

. ‘Heinlein, His earlier, non-preaching, stories were excellent because he was an
excellent story teller, His later works are mightily flawed by the fact that he is
- not a profound philésopher with anything much to say about human interactions,

-- sexual or otherwise, ' ' :

(The fact that his popularity as a cult figure grew alongside his decline in
popularity in fandom is hardly surprising., The sort of pseudo~philosophical clap-
trap that made him a cult hero was exactly the sort of stuff that his earlier fans
would find lacking in comparison to the "real" science fiction he used to write.)

Smith (symbolic name, that) is a pleasant rarity among what one fannish wag
has dubbed "Heinies" in that he proclaims his enthusiasm for RAH amid an honest
awareness of -his major (current and long-term) faults. I could have well written
-:this article, in 4s far as the opinions go, and I suspect mumerous other fans will

‘feel the same way, '

’ e ’ ¢ -

Stuart Gilsom seems to be aying, basically, yeah, mos> of the pulps were
~25-
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crap, but there were extemmating circumstances due to the newness of the form,2
That’ rationalization doesn!t hold much water in terms of wvalid literary’criti-
cism, I'm afraid, Stuart is bending over backwards tc justify the pulps, attemp-
ting to give them a degree of respectability they really don't deserve, Letls

say the pulps were fun, though mostly poorly done, and leave our admiration and
affection for them firmly based in the nostalgic feelings that are really all they
have going for them, (Sure there were occasional items of quality, but let!s face
it, the bad swamped the good and it's silly to pretend otherwise.s

Best of luck with Winnipeg fandom]
4 Mike

i The bad did swamp the good; I'll go along With you there. But is nostalgic

feelings all they have’ going for them? It has always been my knowledge that the

‘pulps were respons:.ble, to a degree, for laying the foundetion of fandom, In that
respect, I think we owe the pulps our gratitude, - R {{

Wayne W. Martin ' Winding Numbers #1 was received a while back. As Ilve

4623 E; Inyo, Apt. E just heard that an agreement has been reached on the
Fresno, California . Canadian postal strike, I figured it was time to write,
93702 .

Your éeditorial :Lntroduct:wn wis enjoyable and I'd like
to say I'm pleased to meet you, §} Pleased to meet you, too, Wayne. = R §§ T wish
you and your club the best of luck. I've never been in any sf clubs so there isn't
anything I can say on the subject. {§ Of course, I've mentioned in the editorial
that no club will be formed after all, ,

Tony Dalmyn's article has some merit to it, but is (a.s he admits) over sim—
plified in places. The same basic points can be a.ttmbuted to many sf writers, In
any event, his commentary maintained my interest.

Bern Roy!s article on tha don'ts of sf movie making was fairly accura.te in
the po:.nts they make, Indeed, most of them are applicable to stories in general
and do not apply simply to the filmed version, I do -disagiee with his point about
avoiding makn.ng films that require the special sf devices, Sticking to the near
future stuff is too great a limitation to be taken seriously. Do it well, I agree
with ~~but I don!t buy the L preferably don't do it at alll, Just as easily you
can say that one can avoid making bad sf movies by not mak.mg sf rovies at all,

I can't condemn Johnston Smith for liking Heinlein, I like his work myself,
In fact, Glory Road is one of my favorite novels, I might also point out that his
Hugo for TMIAHM came after SIASL {the time Johnston set for RAH!s stock decline in
fannish circles,) If you want to know who has enxplainably low stock in the fan-
nish circles along with widespread public acclaim is Ray Bradbu:qr He's never won
a Hugo that I know of,

On the other hand "groovy" or not, I enjoyed Stand On Zanzibar. I thought
Brunner delivered a highly entertaining story along with his message. §§ Have to
agrze with you, SOZ remains one of my all time favorites. My favorite? Presently:
The Left Hand Of Darkness. — R §}

Stuart Gilson'!s article makes a lot of sense and he is quite right, Another
reason for the problems with some of the sf pulps was the fact that the writers
for them were also writing my'stery and western pulp fiction. SF was just another .
farmat to tell thé¢ same story in, and with editors (in some of the pulp magazines)
sharing that view, that!s what we got.
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I'm not exactly sure why you decided to send me a copy of your zine (com—

plimentary was written on the mailing page), bu‘b for the ‘c.houghtr “TAHEVe two L

clnsing words: thank you, ~od vang s dd gl :r‘cnq
» Best, Wayne 3teobh dd daha doel

vivorded Fuads aifnd
i1 1 don't know how you or any other faneds build up a eirculation;, but 5
my flrst impulse was to send out complmentary copies tocfen who: m:.ght .as ~review
'1t. b) loec it, or c) ‘contribute artwork o material, or d) trade,. :Sox~far,; I've
‘seen 1 review (in our. faVOur) , received 7 locs, 1 contribution- of-.ma;_t_.ga_r_':l.a.l one
contrlbutlon of artwork, and two trades; as of today, December 27:-L know.of ytwo
more letters waiting for me . in North Dakota; Fanzines survive.with, the help of
their readers, be it in any of- the four mentioned catagories- (or cmoney, ;of cou.rse.)
I!'ve received a total of 10 reactions to #L from over 125 dlstmbuted,coples
or 8%, It!s no secret that I'd like more, letfs hope for lat: least. double.‘thatathls
> time, And youlre welcome, Wayne. - R §§ CRbvARigs widnen ot ek
020098 ) 32143 €32 erft ro
-1 Taral.Wayne.MacDonald:; *~-Phil: ﬁlﬁ"Pa.lner-rR J§ ,says:Ishould take it easy on:you,
1284 Yotk Mills Roéadc vt -but Iicanitcsee: why. (WNris-pretty, averagerasrfa.nz:l.nes g0.
Apartment.- 410 I was e:xpect:mg some dreadful little collection. oi‘ Al-
Don Mills, Ontario eglble pages of some very bad amatéur fiction and naive
M3AclZ2.vsidl BLeL - 49 vy wreviews orgRollérballror something. sNothing deing; you

———— e . st e e

"o fd-troetagt [, k2 viren “disappointedime; What ;I:got swas WN #11and-azfrustrated
critical organ. §) That's interesting. It sounds as if.yovsexpected somethingy
really shltt.y, but you got a piece of crap instead, Still, "frustrated critical

r"fﬂuorgan“ iwas the.best tand:perhaps, the most jaccurate and rea.].lst:.chescr:.pt:Lon Itve

Lyt wréceived yet, But il'm:notiin.Toronto; Taral,.I: couldn!t- send out.letters,to people
1 didn't. know:whentltdecidedstoltry: nthis, so I-had to: work,.mth .whatiI had:zas

c.:F'solid serew..0f- neos-and’ pre-neos, so _mhatwcouldrl expect" ‘Certainly 1 nothxng asLJ.m—
p¥essive-as, _let's sayy-Simulacrum; Withnthe fexception;of one other.personalzine,

. there are no fanzines coming out of Winnipeg that»I know, ofy 3041 couldn't, ask any

Ao local faneds:for:heélp-or ideasi:.Compare the-number -of;zines in 3Toronto,toqth91
number -in Winhipeg. But.tenough lexcuses, -Like- T “said,. yours wasathenbestgdescnpt:.on
yet'-Onward...-._-RaM s wot nezest ol Mo someronm weilauil e snaty pestn ‘
"H .ﬂ mn- 3 e:l.‘_f. GE.M.JO.'J 'J".(u i .h Crub ':r‘r ¥ AI"'.- L.l 5 9dEL eribivon

A

~:1ag son. Iunever,real:.zednthat the-reason for -my. d::.sta.ste of D:.cksor._sfcharacters,[was
tbecausezof their real pol:.t:_kfoutlookjonbthelr a.ct:l.ons. D:Lckson does rseem sto-have
aluicat.dleast onefacet that:Machiavellivlacks..Dickson glorifies_war, _,y"xere to~Mach.1.a.-
-3 cuvel_h. wariwas a!method.for,blunderersioriforywhen- > SUPremacy was _toverwhelma.ng a.nd
‘unnecessary bloodshed could.therefore beiavoided, Dickson:doesgnot Isayqthat.,war is
o ‘desirable;{unlikea” certainihangerson-of hisgnamed-Yang); 3 he evenjdescribes war
-as dirtyiandx.dangerousiBut it {isinone-thetless fun,, at: least to write.abouts
Nowhéere does: Dicksontever come out strongly.and- bel:.evablyﬂagainst’i:.t. Howevar
terriblehe professes.war,tosbe on the- surface,clt.' s interesting- toinote thatras ;
amriter he; returns agaa.nla.nd again tosthe subject, pa.mtmg herdes and nctor:.es.

vl ‘f"-HHarla.n's qnote‘"My own personal-seminal 1nflu_ence :for the fa.ntaSy that.is the
a} bas:.s _of. a.l_'l.rgreat speculative fiction is the B:Lble." is, rlike Harlan, p.rr:.tatmg.
oThe- :hnpllca.tn.on :is jthatcHarlan!siaf ;is ,alsougreat ,rt.heoway Harlan hasrputd:.t. N
r-Ma.ybe God "has;spared- hissspleen;ibut jwescan always pray to.,Thor, Zeus » “and~YHWH,
2oLl boon bris Ziokfsliliieumel Larraty Mewol alldie Lil antlimd
I doubt that: Robert Heinlein is operating. under disadvantage, I!ve.read
eopMinn everyth:x.ng antholog:.zed jandjall, his;:novels,;andjhave noginclination toiput-RAH
be:zdown.asslipeurile”,-It is unfortunate;that this Scribuer; ;Juvenlles,cast yPrecocious
children:.as the protagonists; .but T Lth:Lnk (that - He:.nle:.n might -have jwanted ;:.t\that
~t1oway, He has:always: wm.tten zabout hJ.mseLf, b.a.nd*probably had.a high, op:m:.ongof hJ.s
.,;uyounger“personas, sothe wrote a.boutﬂ‘.hem;m.th equal a.lacrltyrasihls -older, mentor
guises, Public be damned, the reason shat fans discuss Heinlein'!s older writing
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" or Anderson!s old

" author of the period

very infrequently is

" probably the same re-
&dson that they don't

~talk about Asimovts

stuffy it!s been talked
poetty much to death °
twenty-~thirty years ago.
BEvery now and then some

is given a resurtrec—
tion of interest, like
the one Cordwainer Smith
is presently enjoying;
or the one that Theodore
Sturgeon had a little while a.go. Heinleints recent work gets its fair sha.re of no-
tice, and how ma.xv other authors have a separate sub—group of fandem (Heinlein
freaks)?

Who'é for the thought that Time Enocugh For 'love was or would have been a
great anthologie of short stories and novellas. i_f the cormecting “present-t:.me“
passages ha.d been left out" )

I disagree wholley and fundamentally with Bob Francels review of Lin Carter!s
As The Green Star Rises. L!ve never read a novel by Carter alcne, but Ifve f],lpped
through Jahdar of Callisto, read his Conan pastiches, and read his fantasy °
anthologies, His introductions are penda.ntlc, boring, and grossly inaccurate, His
books on Tolkien are ditto, and alsc chock full of " gosh—mw—loolu.t—l—fou.nd"
about things that have been known for ages. v -
His book on fantasy world!s "Imaginary Worlds was all that plus bu_'l_lshlt and 1ack
of understanding of the art, An example of the latter is a passage on coining
names where he displays ignorance of the reason for a word ending with tum'’
sounding like a flower while a word ending with "ite" sounds like a mineral; He
transposes the syllables to show how the words would sound wrong as applied, but
" ‘never sturbles énto the trick of keeping the proper endings with the with the non-
-sense §yllables, which results in words no better but no worse than the ones he _
coined, In his The Man Who Loved Mars he avers that the moons of Mars are invisible
because of their-speed and reduced illumination from the sun, It sounded like non-
sense immediatly, ror did it take much paperwork to prove it was, With a record
like-this I think it is inconceivable that Iin Carter could produce a worthwhile
book, even by accident, Maybe Bob is easy to please, That would explain his en=
dorsing a theory like "anything worth doing is worth overdoing", Hmph, Indeed,
I think I'.‘L‘L avoid the other books reviewed on the theory of contagl.on.

Ga iltla heilin’ Taral Wayne MacDonald

Jackie Franke Perhaps you and your group are new to fandom, but already youlve
Box 51-A RR2’ displayed the necessary quality, imagination, in being able to
Beecher, Il1. send out your fangine despite the mail strike, Surely anyone
60401 vwho can rise above such trivial hassles has what it takes to

ﬁmction well within "our" group, Congratulations, and good luck,

For a first issue, Winding Numbers dlsplayed a togetherness that many fanzines
‘lack even after a lengthy ruti'o f publication. Your reprc was nothing to be ashamed
of, the illos tame out nicely, and thé articles were short, to the point, and
qurbe readible. A good job all around. Apparently, if your first-zine was so terr—
ible that you feel embarrassed even to acknowledge its existence, you have spent
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~.»...:-“é; past eigh'_h years wisely in reading and observing other fanzines and learning
- .from what you!ve seen. Having been the recipient of fanzines so cruddy they were.

" only readable with the greatest difficulty——and afterwards wondering why I'd bo-
thered expending all that effort for so little reward—I can say without fear of
contradiction that WN is well along the pathway., Not an éxcellent fanzine—whose

~first issue is?-—but a good one, and that's no mean " §{} Thank you for the kind
and. encouraging.corments, ~ R §§ - feat, : ' Fo

Regarding the articles themselves: Dalmyn'!s piece comparing Dickson's books
with Machiavellian theories was fine as far as it-goes, but when you consider most
' SF novels that treat future societies and-events, I can!'t say that Dickson is say-
ing anything new, or :in. a different manner, than the bulk of SF writers. Heinlein's
.novels seem to follow the same path; an individual who perceives patterns in.the
. .fabric of society that no one else seems able to spot, and is able to use and/or
..+ control the forces inherent to the pattern to the "betterment" of mankind, I think
it could be safely said that most SF writers were and are Machiavellian in that
respect, It was a viewpoint most commonly seen in-the fifties and early sixties,
and many of the newer writers disavow the concept, but it is still being used as
a base in stories and novels being written today, Machiavelli may be considered
amoral by idealistic standards, but too often.he was superbly accurate in depicting
human nature and man'!s reaction to certain moves by men who desired power. Man
hasn!t changed all that much since he wrote his treatise; and THE PRINCE holds
pragmatically true even today, SF writers who treat politics with a brodd sweep in
their novels wish to be accurate, and they are therefore apt to sound like Machia-
velli because they are striving for plausibility. They may exercise a bit of
literary license in depictifp~events, but, in the main, they portrzy reactions the
way they would be likliest to occur, ' ‘

As far as Roy!s article on'SF is concerned, he didn't go far enough, Even
for a non-film-freak like myself, the érrors that make most SF films so jarringly
unbelievable are virtually uncountable, (I would alsc make a minor quibble with
his definition of a good or bad SF f£ilm, SF readers have used a phrase for years
that applies equally well to films: the-willing: suspension of disbelief. Books
or movies donft have.to be helievable", but.theyimust:present their fantastic ‘
elements in such a way that the:reader/viewer is willing to accept them in context,
despite "knowing better®, It may seem a slight difference, but it is a difference).
I think you could havé devoted the entire zine to this topic, and still have only
scratched the surface, §{ And probably bored everyone to death, too} - R §}

I appreciate Smith'!'s liking for RAH, but, really, Alexei Panshin pretty -
well said it all in his Heinlein In Dimension (Advent: Publishers, Chicago, 1968),
There is a certain knee-~jerk negativism to Heinlein in certain fennish circles,
But there are few, if any, readers who are not willing to acknowledge the man as
a master in his field, I have many favorites among RAH's books, and many others
I can't help but wonder why were ever published, Since few readers! lists would
agree on which books and stories belong in which category, such discrepancy- only
proved that his abilities, perceptions and judgements are varied -and varieble—a ’
needed quality in a writer who expects his works to endure for any length of time,

Without the pulps, there would be no fandom, and most likely, no SF genre as
we lkmow it. Some writers wonder if we wouldn!t have been better off without the
pulps and the resultant ghettoization of SF, but that is besides the point. SF
today is a logical outgrowth of the ideas and standards established in those long-
gone days, and the pulp era is honored today as the impetus behind contemporary
SF, regardless of how far some of its writings have gone astray from the original-
directions. People should pay proper respect to their roots, and I believe fandom,
and the genre as a whole, has. ' '
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Book reviews were well-done, but I'm not really wild about reviews, though
T do read the shorter ones, such as you present here, I can't keep up with my
‘ ‘read:mg as it is, and learning of even more books-to-be-read than I already .
" have oh hand—unread—on my shelves only increases my frustration, As"I imagine
you!ll discover soon enough; the deeper you get into fandom and fanac,.the less
time you'll have available for absorbing the literature that gob you :Lnto this mess
in the first. place.

Anyway, thanks for sending this issue, welcome and all the best w:.shes for
contimiation,
' Peace, Jackie

Ben P, Indick Itve wearied of your P,0, strike ever ending, and so, even

. 428 Sagamore Ave, in the absence of ny busted typewriter, I'11 briefly loc
' Teaneck, Nid. your fine little zine, WINDING NUMBERS

I liked :Lt because you are serious about it, Youfve encouraged
your contr:.butors to think and examine their thoughts well, All this in a quletly
ambitious zine-—<admirable] Not that there is no place for gossmy and cute zines-—

I have them too, but I think WN will be a solid thinking zine if you have time

and means for continuing it. §§ I'd actuwally like a smooth mixture of both: fannish
and "thinking" material offsetting each other as I have attempted to-do with this
issue., My ma.i.n problem remains not time and means, but material. - R [}

Indeed, .one problem with provocat.lve ’cype articles is that they need more
space-and mat.er:.als than is possible here, A3 a starter, Bern Roy's admoni shments
~on SF film making barely scratch the surface, How, for example, is one to con—
" vince the public (& TV-newspaper editors) that monster-films are not the be-all
~ of science~fiction film making? Granted they are a part of it, and that: hope-
fully- their era is now history, but I note Paramount is about to remake King-Kong
“(what, for heaven's sake, is wrong with the old one? Will they outmmber Fay
“Wray's screaming record? And Kong will, apparently, bestride the Twin towers of
NY's Port Authority Building J} spelling? ~ R {{i, thus outdoing the simple pha-
Ilic symbol of the original into the sex act itself}); will this lead to a revival
of all the Godzillas:and -other beasts? Generally, Bern is interested in the mech-
anics of simplistic’ science f:.ct:.on epics, The concem really should be with film-
ing of more epic: SF, such; as was in evidence 40 years'ago in Things To Coms,
and recently with 2001. We should be seeing really 'solid SF-films such -as could
be made from Miller!s Canticle..(Dune is apparéntly being -filmed, but with Sal-
vatore Dali in a lead role, one guestions anything but its exp101t1ve quality.)
§§ I'd like to see Le Guin's books made into films; specifically The Left Hand
Of Darkness. Rendezvous With Rama would make a hell of a visual show, as might

Ringworld. - & J1

I liked Dalmyn's extension of philosophic principles into the works of a
serious writer of SF, Of course, any writer has to be influenced by major writers
and human trends. The measure of his success is how well he uses it, and how sig-
nificant to our own time it is,

L)

-

As to Heinlein, I have been less moved by his recent work; however, I -
would feel he has never been shy about pushing his own views, He had, indeed,
a.lways excelled at telling a story, but the gross self-indulgence of his late
work is simply the complete elaboration of those views; his already-achieved
sucess gives him the opportunity to do this, The same accusatlon may be made ag-
ainst Vonnegut, at least in my reaction to the work,

Stuart Gilson brings out the sentimental in me toc, A moment I enjoyed
30



in the new film, "Farewsll My Lovely", set in the 30's, is a newstand, trammed
with magazines of the period (alas, I saw no pulps, only Collier's, etc.) There
was an old Batman on the table of a youngster, I recall. Today's racks of paper-
backs seem-to lack that wide—eyed adventurous sense of wonder the cld pulps ex-
uded, but perhaps today's readers are more sophisticated, and Stuart and I merely
old cogders remembering our youth, {{ Ah, this may come as a shock, Ben, but

Mr, Gilson is not quite 18 yet. However, you deserve an explanation, The article
was indeed written by Stuart and researched by Stuart from his own collection of
pulps, which is quite admirable, Stuart, though, has built up his collection by
buying them from Winnipeg's member of First Fandom, Chester Cuthbert, Along the
way, Mr. Cuthbert has advised and assisted Stuart in building up a soldd collection,
enabling him to produce such an article as the one you read in i1, But, you know,
I always thought Stuart seemed older than he said he was,..... =R §§ .

- It is-a nice issune, I hope you can overcome the strike, and, even in grad-
uate study, find time, before another 8 years go by, to continue it. I} I'm
giving it my best shot, Thank you. - R }{ ) , oo

Happy Holidays! & Ben Indick

Phillipe Paine - I like Winding Mumbers. Some of the material was weak, but-

206 St, George St, thé average was quite high for a first zine.-A first issue,
#910 - is, after all, a sort of cerimonial offering, an announce-
Torontw, Ontario ment that the editor is there and is capable and willing
MSR 2N6 to put out a fanzine. Future issues will develop the

necessary fannishness through the lettercolumn and art,
Eventwally poor articles will be replaced by the main business of fandom —
personal communication — leaving the bettar articles as a sort of candy centre
for the chocolate. Please don't hesitate to.write a lot of personal material
- about yourself, I think most of us read fanzines because they aren't magazines:
they are people with third class postage on them, -

RE Tony's article: I've always been puzzled by the seriousness with which
Machiavelli is usually taken, He was a flunked out politician who ilived out an
elaborate fantasy 1ife of power politics and courtly James Bondiam, much like a -
security guard taking Detective courses clipped out of mens' magazines, There is
little evidence that those princes who read him intrigued any more successfully
than those who didn't. It would make more sense to remember Machiavelli for the
delightful comic plays he wrote, which remain largely unperformed today. 1 don't
think Tony was able to show more than a tenous connection between Machiavellils
works and Gordon Dickson's.

I must disagree with Johnston Smith on two points: (1) There is tons of
critical work on early and middle period Heinlein, in fact the tendency is to
underplay the late period stuff, }}] Johnston, being dragged into this mess known
%0 us as fandom, by me, was unaware at the time of other criticisms on Heinlein,
but assumed some had been done, — R [} (2) Heinlein did not always deliver a -
plot. Internal evidence indicates that he was much influenced by the picaresque
writers of the eighteenth ¢entury, as well as American writers like Mark Twain,
who didn't emphasize plots. Consequently novels and novelettes like ITGO, 6TH
COL, METH CHILD, BTH, RSG, SP,CAD, BEPL, STONES, STARJO, are very crudely plotted.
Heinlein had nc difficulty creating tight plots when he needed them, but it's
obvious he did not consider them an essential element of all stories.

I got the most pleasure out of Stuart Gilson's pulp article, and his fine
COVET, ﬁ Stuart can be presently found hovering on a cloud of egoboo scmewhere
over the southwest region of Winnipeg., ~ R {}
v oo PHL
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And #gE, now, the IAHFs, on this the 29th of December, 1975 A.D., 10:42:15 p.m.:
Pete Smalley, in Flin Flon, who had the following to say: "Well, Rooney!
T'm impressed., Quite the magazine,,," I should inform all of you that 1
will be tempted not to answer any letters that open: Dear Rooney,.. :

Donn’ Braziei, in St. Louis, who informs me that "I can tell you're an ed-
itor, Randy. The contents page with its quotes from the pieces~a good idea
I will probably steal for Farrago," Be my guest, Donn, )

Pana Christianson, in Vinnipeg,: ",..since I finished the first issue of
WINDING NUMBERS, I have read 15 sf books; after the first 2, I stopped
apologizing for them and hiding them behind my French text. I have start, ed
to glance through other zines, including the Neofan Guide, lent me by the
editor, which helped me decipher entire passages rendered insensible by
what I assumed to be typographical errors but which were really a secret
jargon indigenous to science fiction fen,..If nothing else, Winding Munbers
has won over another convert into the ranks of science fiction fanatics," Yes, I've
taken a bow, along with another typing mistake. - :

Sheryl Birkhead, in Maryland, about getting into fandom: "Me, the fall of

_ the year I entered graduate school, I saw an ad for the Philcon in a’pro-
zine and,..a group sprouted at Penn State and we went to the con and...
(funny you should mention it!) I got a copy of locus. That's how I found .
cut about fandom," ‘ :

I received fanzines in trade from the’ following: I'Tayne Martin, Tony Cvetko,

Patrick Hayden, Victoria Vayne, Andy Porter, Mike Bracken, and Ilinda Bushyager.

Thank you, all.

This is number _ - in a run of somewhere in the vicinity of 250, If there is
a 2 after your name, it means that this is your last issue in all probability;
unless you respond somehow. I can't keep sending this to everyone for nothing.

WINDING NUMBERS
58 Penrose Place
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada

R2J 151
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