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Marlon Zimmer Bradley
June 3, 1930 - Sept 25 1999

Marion Zimmer Bradley suffered a major heart attack on Tuesday, September 21 and died Saturday, September 25. Her novels have been
groundbreaking in that they centered around strong female characters. She will be missed by all fans of fantasy.
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Monday November 29 at 7pARREFF. The
BCSFAzine Pickup/Collation at FRED - y P

October 1st. N ber 5th. D ber 3 Bulldog Cafe. 510 Nelson, Vancovuer.
(;to er 1st. ovember th, December 3r eep an eye out here for future officiICSFA
Friday before the first Sunday of the month.

. i . sponsored events.
Pick up your issue of BCSFAzine at FRED! .
Pristine, mint condition copies are availabltgcﬁuheg ”Events of Note:
at FRED. Call Steve to let him know you apriano Lolege - .
wish to pick up your copy. Writing Science Fiction and Fantasywith
Discount Movie Nights Crawford Kilian (CAWL31011) Saturday October 9:
$2.00 Tuesdays are back! When® The sec- Igi:rgc:r? \Lllvairpér?\}\/d(r)?kshop with Crawford Kilian
d Tuesday of th th (Sep. 14th) at 6:30
ond Tuesday of the month (Sep )a (CAWL30411) Saturday October 23, 9am - 4pm

m. The place being New West Cinema at )
2229 ) 55p5 Sixth St?eet New Westminster $145(email ckilian@thehub.capcollege.bc.ca for
’ " details)Space is limited so book early.

Meet in front of the Box Office at the above ®

LIPTCUOPAING CAONVENTIOUNS

Conifur October 1-3, 1999
http://www.conifur.org/

HOTEL: Best Western Executive Inn
GUEST OF HONOR: Jimmy Chin

Be sure to register early for the low $20
price before July 1st, 1999 when the price
will go up to $25, or $30 for those that
register at the door. Only memberships
postmarked before the dates will be
accepted for those dates. ALL mail in
memberships must be received by
September 18th, 1999. Any memberships
received after that date will be refunded
after the event. If you don't get a confir-
mation card in the mail, then check with
us at the door of the event itself. We keep
full records on site. Payments for any of
the above memberships should be sent
payable to: Conifur NorthWest, 2406 SW
308TH PL , Federal Way, WA 98023

If you wish to pay by credit card, please contact
us directly at: jwbirdsa@picarefy.com.
Incon October 16-17-18, 1999
Spokane Valley Red Lion, 1-90 and Sullivan
Road
Author Guest of Honor - Charles De Lint,
Margret Organ-Kean - Artist GoH
24-hour gaming, including Magic, RPGs,
miniature wargaming, Vampire LRP
Lots of tourneys and prizes!
Plus Anime, Art Show, Autographs, Banquet,
Charity Auction, Costume Contests, Dances,
Dealers, Doll Costuming, Fan Clubs, Hall
Costume Contest, Masgerade, Panels, Parties,
Writers Workshop and much more!
WEEKEND PASSES:
$15 until May 1, 1999
$20 until Sept. 1, 999
$25 at the door
BUY EARLY / SAVE MONEY


woolf@vcn.bc.ca
ckilian@thehub.capcollege.bc.ca

Children 11 and under FREE if accom-
panied by an adult
For reservations call:
(509) 924-9000
or contact: nconregistration@yahoo.com
Other enquiries;

incongames@yahoo.com

Retreat to RisaOctober 22-24, 1999
at the Best Western Tsawwassen 1665,
56th Street, Tsawwassen, B.C. (Room
rates - $90/night)
Guest to be confirmed.
Tel: 1- (800) 943-8221
Memberships $25 Canadian. Member-
ships limited, pre-reg only.
Chair: Frank Skinner: (604) 524-6590 or
skinnerman@home.com
Vice Chair: Craig Maclachan, (604)
531-4384 (11am to 11pm only) or
cmedaweb@email.com

Terracon Il, October 29-31 1999
Best Western Executive I-nn, Fife, WA
Author GoH: Dave Duncan

Special Media Guest:

Chris McDonell
Toastmaster: David Tackett
Registration: $20 through 10/15/99
$30 at door

OryCon 21 November 12-14, 1999

Columbia River DoubleTree Inn,
Portland, Oregon.
OryCon 21 will be a weaponless
convention.
Smoking allowed in designated areas
only
Artist Guest of Honor:

Nene Thomas
Writer Guest of Honor:

Nicola Griffith
Editor Guests of Honor:

Warren Lapine
Science Guest of Honor:

Angela Kessler Charles
It's time to start preparing once again for
Oregon's premiere Science Fiction and
Fantasy event, OryCon! Now in its

programming, workshops, an art show, a
dealer's room, filking, dances, gaming,
the Susan Petrey Scholarship auction,
and more!

For more information:

OryCon 21

PO Box 5703

Portland, OR 97228-5703

E-mail: saxon@agora.rdrop.com
Telephone: (503) 232-6506

Viking Con 17 August 18-20, 2000

Western Washington University,
Bellingham, Washington. Viking Union
202 Box V-1 Bellingham, WA 98225
Science GoH Freeman Dyson Author
GoH Larry Niven

Art GoH Julia Lacquement

Special GoH George Dyson

Fan GoH Paul Carpentier & Julie
McGalliard

Memberships $15 US

(Special rate for our Canadian friends.
$20 CAN) until 12/31/1999

Media Guest of Honor: TBA

LT (STILL MM\UORE TALIK ABLUUT LiSA)

First, | quietly request PDF to belatedly support the “save trees” primas when a fan (possibly from the US) tried a two-hand Vulcan nerv
ciple that BCSFAzine has embraced under John Ken Wong’s tenpiigch on me in response to my unruliness towards her. She relent
as editor. Well, since he bought the Adobe Acrobat publishing suitéhen it looked like | was enjoying being tortured at her hands (thoug
| should point out that | gave up FRED and V-CON due to th@obably the embarrassment of manhandling a small Asian guy prol
poverty of being a student. Having gotten that out of the way, I'ably cooled her anger).
going to explain why so first | will give a haphazard chronology and | will go on record that were | more courteous and polite, | might
running commentary of fuggheads, asshole, alcohol, and cons. Hdmere never joined BCSFA or attended cons at all. But | blame it ol
fully the more prescient of you will learn something from it. If nothaving an obsession with badly written science fiction series in m)
just go to FRED and forget what | wrote. early teens that prevented me from maturing at an advance rate.
Anyway, here goes: | forget the series but it was bad fiction all around. | dimly recall
Alot has happened since 8-bit computers, like Apple being parthe series name, mainly because over 20 years separates me from
owned by Microsoft. In local fan circles, we migrated from callingeens.
bbses to gravitating around ISPs fronted by the telecommunications However, | do recall enjoying connecting my left fist with the
infrastructure. Ok, a few of us still insist on the manual and electjaw of a bully in my Guidance 11 class more satisfyingly than what-
typewriters and their descendents that look like computers but areeiter science fiction | read at that time. | also recall shredding my Ste
But we have a long way to before we can dictate our letters by voi€eck parody when an older classmate commented on how humouro
Microsoft and IBM are trying to perfect this technology, but eveitwas.
getting it to accurately run the calculator is a pain in the ass. My only excuse here, which is lame, is that | was a mixed uf
Moving right along, | will have to out myself as ‘fugghead’ andid, selfish, vain, arrogance, and probably smarter than he looked.
asshole as far as cons go. | believe the very first year | joined BCSFas also lazy, and a touchie-feelie person in a world where “Don’

& BCSFAZINE

is available to subscribers in Adobe Acrobat format. Check out the zine
in it's full colour glory with all the bells and whistles of instant web
links and e-mail.

Itis easy to change your subscription to this format. Go to the Adobe
web site and download the free Acrobat Reader for you computer’s op-
erating system. (Make sure you get version 3 or higher).

Then e-mail me at woolf@vcn.bc.ca and let me know that you want
to switch your subscription over. You will then receive the next zine in
your e-mail.

A sample copy of the Acrobat BCSFAzine is available on our website.

#r http://www3.bc.sympatico.ca/dh2/bcsfa
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touch me!” is a teenaged refrain. We'll skip the childhood stories génizers can get the convention shut down by police for liquor in-
tarpaper shacks and a wooden tub in an outbuilding from the mfictions.

house in the days of my early years. Suffice it to say my roots were Being some 20 months sober, | would rather we not mix booze
never well moneyed, and | remain proud of that fact. with fun, but the imbibers who leave us will take their fun elsewhere,

Having given you a brief glimpse into my background and rootand their money too.

I now take you to the years following becoming a BCSFAmember. | | cannot see the sense in depriving social drinkers of their fun,
remember attending a meeting at one of the survivalists of fandonbirt | strongly object to fuggheads and fakers pretending to be trufans
those days. There | believe | insulted a woman by asking to sleepen all they are are zombies whose main form of exercise consists
with her, much to her offense and her partner. | apologize to thefknocking back 2 liters of some concoction made of vodka, the
belatedly. Later on, | remember freaking out at Ken Wong, the othaice of a citrus fruit, and frozen molecules of a chemical compound
Ken. Two years ago, deja vu happened again. | freaked out at Keansisting of hydrogen and oxygen.

and probably made me unwanted, especially in the eyes of Lisa. Be- Ok, | admit | may be hypocritical since | never handled my
lated apologies to everyone | offended. For those people who daittohol consumption twice during my involvement with BCSFA,; ok,
know my personality, | apologize alot when | should be makingaybe three times - | lost count.

friends. Yet the recluse in me is not normally a social animal. After all this research, the myth that imbibing socially is fun

This is why | admit to being both fugghead and asshole.  does not include cons where whole floors are one big party from

| refuse to refute any of Lisa’s allegations in her article twbBriday evening until 3 AM, and consistently repeats the same noise
issues ago. Alcohol abuse is my own defense, and it's a poor onatgtrecisely the same times for the three-day event. I've observed
that. Maybe | could say it was formaldehyde poisoning and the ppgople who | first respected immensely revert to childish behavior
chotropic effects of DKP, the breakdown product of phenylalanimspecially on Saturday evenings - perhaps in rebellion to their Maker.
— ingredients in aspartame. However, | will resist the itch to launthvill submit that fuggheadedness and behaviors of asshole propor-
into a monologue on the poisoning of our food supply conducted tign is probably anal-retentive during the acute stages of imbibing.
transnational corporation in both the food industry and the pharma- Once the body realizes alcohol is not a good source of calories,
ceutical industry. | will suggest that we should research the correlawill treat its by-products as toxins. I'm sure everyone has been
tion of high consumption of Nutrasweet and behavioral problemsfamiliar with the porcelain altar at one point in their social drinking
cons. pastime.

Yet | do not believe moderate consumption of alcohol contrib- My point here is fuggheadness and assholes are made known
utes to the delinquency rate of con-goers. | do recommend that peptheir drinking prowess and general inability to resolve personal
ple who admit to having personal issues due to their unhappy chikkues before imbibing at great lengths. Indeed, alcohol causes most
hoods try to not self-medicate at our expense. Presently | cannotafethe violence in real-world situations, including the ones Graeme
member when | last deliberately consumed alcohol to get drunknientioned in his letter in the most recent ‘zine (#315).
don't think fermented fruit juices count since it's not a product regu- | will also suggest the one death in our V-CON history may
lated by our Tourism industry. Besides, u-brews not made under kave been alcohol-fueled — however it is still undetermined if the
pervision tend to give you headaches not hangovers, at least inpagpetrator was a guest or some mundane who sneaks into hotel rooms
experience.) during conventions to murder helpless women.

Experiences as liquor distribution observer at one con leads me There are issues here that alcohol never solves. My experience
to conclude that fine consumers think it is their right to move glasseih the survivalists indicates that it's best to avoid them since each
of liquor from the serving area to their rooms. This was during tloé us has our own issues to resolve, outside of fandom with the TV
year that we had our first video tape of the event, as evidence in cgtadt off, running through the 12 Steps or worshipping. Or, one could
of liability and insurance claims. Strangely enough, nothing happerjadt throw oneself into concom activity like a trufan should.
except the guests were offended that | was discouraging them from During my self-imposed exile from FRED and V-CON, | had
wandering around the dorms with open glasses of liquor in direstvisioned writing a letter about how cons are not conducive to reach-
contravention of the liquor act in BC. ing an egalitarian agreement with the opposite sex. There’s too much

A note to Americans and their fellow Canadian imbibers nggalousy sometimes. | recall letting my glances on some member’s
from our fair province: where you buy the booze, you consumeitife linger too long, and having the guy do some macho behavior
The liquor license restricts movement of such beverages outsidet@al. | also recall fooling myself into thinking maybe this one time
certain defined area. If you cannot abide by such rules, then theatrieast one woman would think | was more special than that guy

who can swallow five cherries that were soaked in 190 proof alcohol

by overnight. | feel that's what probably kept me coming back.
“\:\ So, I'm going to say that | won’t be back for some time now. |
The magical world of \\‘}\ learned alot from the past 20 months, retreating deeply into my faith
N, wﬂi\ as a Buddhist as was evidenced during my exile in Victoria with the
DRAGODFLY P o “In Gassho” closing. Getting the ‘zine keeps me in touch with the
S " goings-on. So | don't need to go to FRED or enjoy myself at the

%

cons. Besides, I'm enjoying my self-imposed poverty as a student at
one of our private institutions of learning to become just another
computer support technician, one of several thousand in the local
area. | am thankful for being so poor that meat of any type is a luxury.
Maybe | might learn some humility this way and make amends for
being a fugghead and asshole.
At this point, | feel | have rambled on too much. My heart

10% Discount for WCSFA members goes out to the local contigent of Starfleet, as well as the few

106 Harrison Village Mall,
196 Espanade, Box 118
Harrison Hotsprings, B.C. VOM 1KO0
Telephone: (250) 796-9600



members of Dr. Who. episodes would benefit from adhering to some of the scripting an

Also, would the person who | explained “bodhisattva as enlightroducing practices of that time. | don't recall that many of those
ened being” please recall that gods and goddesses are reflectiorepisodes required expensive sets to be constructed. A lot of the &
our own personality in a fuller dimension than is tolerable in a LO#®n took place outdoors on locations that suggested alien worlds ar
in a SF-related ‘zine? If so, hopefully John left my email addreseme of the interiors appear to have been filmed in power plants ¢

intact. certain types of factories where little or noting needed to be done t
So, in a repeat of my Victoria exile, | will close like | did beforesuggest the interior of a spaceship.
| humbled myself in recent years... | admire Palle Hoffstein’s diligence in compiling all this infor-
In Gassho, mation about movies in production or in preparation. It must take
<skawamoto@alternatives.com> untold hours to seek out and copy off so much news and so matr
“Stephen H. Kawamoto”  rumours. Just think, when | became a fan an eternity ago, the fanzin
Dear John of that time were often publishing just this sort of material, excepf

At least two issues of BCSFAzine have arrived since | last wrotbat is was devoted to what was coming up in prozines and wh:
| got sick for a second time and extreme heat made me feel almogaasous authors were thinking of writing or the rare rumour that ¢
bad as the sickness, so | still haven’t begun to catch up on loc dutiestain famous story might be released in book form.

In your July issue, | failed to think Lisa Gemino’s article was so  Where is the Tucker Hotel when we need it? All these propose
terrible in its accusations. Courtesy and contempt for the rightsamnventions that must cancel or move their venues because of ho
others have grown so monstrously in recent decade that we waoldblems seem to emphasize ever more strongly that plans for th
need to seek a supernatural explanation if fandom failed to share #ice must be dusted off, given any revisions that might be nece:
problem. One reason | stopped going to convention was my imgary because of changes in building codes, and arrange for an imn
tience with the behaviour of some of their attendees. One of the wadlistte start on construction.
afternoons of my life occurred quite a few years ago when a carload | hope I'll get back to at least a semi-reliable loccer eventually
of five fan descended upon my home without invitation or previolmut | can’t promise anything at my age and state of bewilderment.
warning. After the introductions and preliminary platitudes, these Yrs., &c.,
five fans ignored me for the next three or four hour while they con- Harry Warner, Jr.
versed with one another with gossip of the most vicious and stupid
type about fans Who weren tin my living room atthe time. But | fm!_gc [NDt about Lisa!]
mundanes behaving just as bad as fans in most places | frequent.

Goodwill Indutries’ local store, for instance, the used books were Hello! Lloyd here.. just thought I'd drop you a note to you to let
contained on two |arge sets of shelves. Twice in the past ten dé&ﬁg,,l know that I've been nominated for an Aurora Award! It's in the
while I've been alone at these shelves looking over the offering&tegory of Fan Achievement (Other), for fanwriting. | need your
women have come up, stopped within inches of my side, and almé2i€!

struck me in the face reaching for a book directly in front of it. They ~The Aurora Home Site is at...

didn’t even look at any of the books more distant from the spot | was http://www.sentex.net/~dmullin/aurora

standing, just used me as an excuse for demonstrating their rudenessA generally Microsoft-accessible ballot is available at...

Itis now illegal to smoke in local stores, public building, and restau- http://www.sentex.net/~dmullin/aurora/vot99bal.html

rants, but loafers station themselves at the very edge of the doors toA zipped Word 97 ballot is at the first address above, as well a
such establishment, turn sideways, and blow cigarette moke into &wipped WordPerfect version.

face of everyone who enters or leave the building. Even small chil- Please do participate in this year's vote. Your ballot must b
dren are into the act: they see you coming down the sidewalkmapiled out by October 4. Many thanks!

down the aisle of a store and they move directly into your path, out Lloyd Penney

of sheer malice. ®

I’'m not optimistic about standardizations of supplies and equip=
ment for the next generation of mobile phones. The computer indus-
try is making trillions by carefully designing equipment so that only ® 9
certain things will fit into certain other things, necessitating the cus- lc ae s

tomer’s purchase of a different model of one or the other things.

Automobile manufacturers change their vehicles’ internals almost B l(
D
fo- OOKS

annually so a battery or a muffler from a 1997 model won't fitin t
1998 model. Even if many manufacturers agree on the WAP sta
ards for mobile phones, there will be a maverick who will produ

something incompatible but containing some new gimmick or other 109 Grand, Bellingham, WA 98225
that will upset the applecart. ’ ’
Since I've had no interest in seeing The Phantom Menace, | caf’t Telephone: (206) 733-6272

comment on all the comments about it in this issue. But | still have
read an explanation of why the movie was given such an unimagi
tive, dumb title.

In the August issue, which has just received twice the legal
dentation, the semi-encouraging news about Dr. Who's future plea
me in one respect. The Tom Baker era was the one | enjoyed
when Maryland Public Television was airing the series at a sane ti
(now it's started at 12:30 a.m. or later) and | think a new series| pf

a- Books in all fields
“We pay cash for hardback & paperback.”

st Michael EImer, Owner
10% off for WCSFA members




LISA REFLIES

| have before me the letters that came in response to my articlgo two articles written by Mercedes Lackey and Larry Dixon. In
in BCSFAzine #314. They weren't from the people | was expecting this article, Mercedes and Larry relate the saga of Mercedes’ “Diane
to hear from. | actually find it amusing that the two responses | get toTregarde” dark fantasy novels: which included accusations of
an article about how rude and impossible fans are both from merwitchcraft, accusations of participation In vast worldwide con-
that | consider to be my friends, whose intelligence | respect andspiracies and eventually threats of physical violence against the
opinions | value. authors. It ended in an actual assault at a convention they were
Both made good points, but | feel the need to clear up a fewattending, which, might | add, was laughed at and dismissed by
specific things. Then | will make a brief general comment with illus- the concom of said convention since ‘that kind of thing doesn’t
tration. happen in fandom”. This drove these two popular and prolific
1. Both Garth and Graeme use words like ‘community,” and “fam- genre writers to formally refuse to ever attend another conven-
ily” to describe fandom. In regards to my personal feelings, thesetion. ALSO IN THE ARTICLE: Mercedes did some research about
words are the rankest of fallacies. Fandom is not now and neverthe topic of violence and fans and come up with a whole swack of
ever has been my “family”. | actually consider this concept to be incidents that she says she verified. These include: a well-known
the most irritating of all “myths of fandom”. How can strangers fan who murdered his estranged wife and then their three-year old
who have never met me be my family? As for community - well, daughter before killing himself, a high ranking member of the
| have always felt that the Nazis were really big on ““community. SCA who accepted and is serving time for a contract hit; several
Read into that what you will. child molesters; and assorted other losers, killers, and perverts.
2.Graeme uses The fascinating, heavily loaded word “betrayal”. ForFans are exactly as violent and despicable as the general popula-
the record: | HAVE NEVER, EVER FELT BETRAYED BY ANY tion.
ASPECT OF FANDOM. “Betrayal” assumes and implies a deep- On the issue of tolerance, mentioned by both Garth and Graeme: |
level emotional commitment to something, | have no such com- do believe that at one point, Science Fiction fandom may actually
mitment to Fandom, BCSFA, WCSFA, BCSFAzine or any other have rightly been able to claim a higher degree of tolerance than
fan-related activity. Only people can betray me; in this, | recog- society in general. Of course, what is thought of as fandom origi-
nize my attitude Is not generally shared. nated in the ‘40 and ‘50; in those eras, being more tolerant than
3.Looking over Graeme’s bulleted points, | do have a few comments.“normal” was not very difficult. My concern was that this histori-
He relates several acts of personal violence against his person (¢al air of tolerance has lead people to believe that rudeness and
have been physically attacked on a few occasions); a few examignorance are not only acceptable but should not be objected to.
ples of rude and childish behavior (which | acknowledge both in This to certainly the trend | see.
my original article and again here happen all the time in every Both Garth and Graeme put words in my mouth on several oc-
walk of life); and (the majority) tidbits of opinion from what soundgasions; on the principle that | can get myself into quite enough trou-
like foolish and misguided people. For the record, | may feel disle on my own | must retract the following statements:
gusted and contemptuous of people’s opinions, especially if they@®arth: “Lisa is within her rights to say that she’s fed up with fandom.”
as ridiculous and uninformed as the ones related, but | am notl never said this. | am not “fed up” with fandom. | am annoyed
offended by the more fact that such opinions are held. People arevith certain behavior traits that | find common among most fans.
stupid, some to a greater degree than others and such a fact@aeme:‘l'm a little upset with her sub-heading,- “Fans disgust me,”
neither be changed nor legislated away. People are entitled to hav&his was not my sub-heading, It was the first sentence of a para-

an opinion but no one
can force them to
WRICLEY

have intelligent and
CROSS

well-thought-out
opinions based on re-

search and personal
experience.
4. The physical vio-
Science Fictﬁ@ny Fan{tasyy
Horror, &ﬁystm“yy
General St@ck? Newy
Usmﬂy Collectable Books!

Its own point. | think

that it may be in this
very arena that the
most muzzy-headed
and rose-colored-
glasses thinking
about fandom comes
out. | would like to

direct Graeme and
the rest of BCSFA-
zine’s readership to
the Firebird Arts and
Music web page,
which contains a link

1809 N.E. 39th Avenue
pmntﬂ(mmmﬂy ‘@Ry 97212
Teﬂeplwnea (5‘@5)} 281-9449
[Fax: (503) 281-9706

graph. It was an editorial decision to set this sentence apart in
larger type; | was NOT consulted and more than a little angered.
The layout placed far too much emphasis on the statement. Yes, it
is a blunt and uncompromising opinion. In its original layout it
had a more specific pointimmediately following that took off some
of the edge. As it now stands, however, it was actively offensive.
Had | actually intended the sentence to have such a layout, | would
hope that people would be upset.

lence issue deserves Graeme: “The most important point of disagreement between Lisa

and | is the extent to which fandom is chock full of unspeakable
fuggheads.” For the record, I've never used the term “Fuggheads”
in my life.

Graeme. “After all, the ‘purpose’ of ANY group of people (not just
fans) is not to measure up to your standards (which is impossible),
but to offer the possibility of meeting at least some like-minded
people. To insist that EVERYONE must fit into that category strikes
me as a tad elitist, unrealistic and self-defeating...lighten up already!”
This is the only paragraph written by Graeme that makes neither
sense (in context with my original article) nor a point. In fact | am
actively angered by it. (This is no big d&alGraeme is my friend,

I've wanted to kill most of my friends at some point.) FOR THE
RECORD; | ask NO ONE to measure up to (my) standards. | can't
measure up to my standards. However, | do think that | have a


yvonne_penney@email.whirlpool.com

right to ask to be treated with some courtesy in any human endedired and not looking forward to the drive. This moment of pleasure:
and | don't think | should have to tolerate people who are activedxchanging ideas with some of my most cherished friends was goir
rude and offensive. a long way towards reviving my flagging spirits.

(Author’s note: | had a couple of paragraphs right here about A Vancouver fan with whom I had recently exchanged..uh...words
Graeme’s accusation of trying to categorize people. They were at+RED wandered up and stared at us for a while. Then, apropos
gry and full of phrases like: “the very idea is abhorrent to me” andothing, he launched into a long, almost incoherent outburst abol
“this statement is actually hurtful. “ | cut them. They served no useirtual sex over the Internet. Even if we had been talking about th
ful purpose. | have distilled the basic points down to the followingsbject (we were not), his interruption would have been rude.

My article did not call for anyone to fit into a category of any | looked around at my friends and felt anger starting to build ug
kind, whether imposed by me or my other individual entity or groupy me. What had been a few moments ago a group of happy, exube
That Graeme states this as a fact makes me wonder if he read what beople was turned into a collection of zombies. Everyone wer
wrote or what he thinks | wrote, dead silent, faces still, staring straight ahead. A couple looked lik

As to the rest ... well, | certainly (barring the above) did not fedtey were about to get up and leave. | might have done that too, bu
personally attacked by either Garth or Graeme. | welcome and vajlust didn’t feel up to protecting the feelings of this piggish asshole
differences of opinion. To quote Sports Night: “There’s one thingny further.

I've learned in life: if you're dumb, surround yourself with smart | held up my hands directly in front of this still raving individual
people; if you're smart surround yourself with smart people who disand openly counted down from ten to zero. Then | smiled and said i
gree with you.” a loud jovial tone: “Hey, we were having a conversation until you

Perhaps as Graeme suggests, | should ‘lighten up”. Maybe. Btarted to talk. Maybe you should stop it,”
experience in the past is that when I've treated rudeness and igno- Everyone else laughed. The interloper shutup and went away.
rance with dismissal it seemed to get worse. After watching my fagmot to spend a few more happy hours with my friends. (I'm told that
ily “laugh off” the appalling boorishness and petty vindictiveness affter | left, he come back and got even more annoying.)
my late, personally unlamented father for over twenty years | expect Was my behavior rude? | could see someone describing it the
that my tolerance for such a thing is worn away. way, Personally, | felt like | was launching a retaliatory strike agains

Let me end with an example of what | meant by “the gloves are offémeone who was trying to suck some joy out of my life.

At this past Westercon, | had to go to bed early on Sunday night Is being robbed of happiness as immediately harmful as a phys
as we were making the eight-hour drive back to Vancouver froral assault? Dear Gods, NO. Can it cause wounds of its own?
Spokane in the morning. | spent most of the night at the vikingcon Under my watchband | have a scar that says yes.
party, talking with my Team Maroon and Vikingcon friends. Q

At one point myself, Palle, Dan DeBrandt and his lady, Andrea, Lisa Gemino
Paul Carpentier, Julie McGalliard and Dr. Dave of Team Marodn Editor’s note. My fault. It looked like such a natural subheading
were having an animated and happy conversation, jumping from topid felt compelled to make it such.
to topic, laughing and joking, It had been a bad day for me; | w&s Editor’s note. Run Graeme, while you still can!

FreE FANNISH E-/M\AIL ANNORESS!

So | was flipping through a Macintosh address without having to subscribe to aing. You will get all sorts of e-mail for fre
computer magazine last month when Internet provider. (You can go to a web cafenerchandise, special offers, and otherfad-
came across this list of web sites wherer to a library which has an internet connecvertising geared to your age group gnd
you can get a free e-mail address. Yes, yetipn to check your mail instead.) Signing upspecific interests.
| know all about hotmail.conikemember... does require that you give them some per- The way around all this spam is to §se
| said Macintosh...not Microsoft. sonal information. This gives them an ideghe e-mail filters that come with your -
I guess | should not be surprised to seef who you are and what your interests aremail program. These filters search yqur
that there are several options out there avail- The down side of this is that they canmail for keywords and put them into sge-
able to Bill Gates’ Spam Master 2000. Thdarget specific advertising towards you as aific files which you can then delete or rgad
free mail site that caught my eye was ongesult. Even with regular e-mail accounts, yowat your leisure.
which is geared towards fans Star Trek fangwill receive e-mail telling you that you can If you are interested in getting a frge
In the past, if you want an e-mail ad-get rich at home by selling their product one-mail address but don’t want to put gny
dress, you must first subscribe to arthe internet, or that some sexy model is eanore money into Bill Gates’ pockets, thin
internet provider. This subscription enableger to e-mail pictures of herself to you for acheck out www.startrekmail.com and sign
you to surf the web, read newsgroups, andmall fee. This is especially bad with free eup for your own address. You can chofse
of course, e-mail. The address is usuallynail accounts. The people who give you thérom the following domain names:
comprised of your login name followed by free e-mail address make their money by sell@StarTrek.com @Klingons.com
the provider’s domain name. ing your address to advertisers. @ToBoldlyGo.com @HesDeadJim.cgm
The problem or course is that if you I am guessing that anyone who gets a@USSEnterprise.com or
change providers, your e-mail addres®-mail address from the Star Trek site will@DeepSpaceNine.com
changes. Your login name may already bée on a spam trek which will build up faster ~ Then e-mail me to switch over to the
taken by someone else at the new providethan tribbles in a grain elevator. Acrobat version of BCSFAzinésee pagg
so you must choose a new one as well. However, as the spam would be specifi2)
Free e-mail is a service which givescally geared towards Star Trek fans, you®
anyone who signs up a permanent e-maihight actually be interested in this advertis- JCHW
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compiled by Garth Spencer (for his June 1999 Web page update)

Continued from last issue... (604) 536-9444 as the inaugural issue of our new Internet
A Canadian small press dedicated to pubmagazine, BONETREE.” BONETREE will
TRANSVERSIONS (launched lishing limited, signed and numbered hardcoversake the place of the webzine SHADOW

Sept. 1994]) FEAST. Authors’ questions about publication
-renamed TRANSVERSION 1 byApril 1099 TRISKELL PRESS of work in BONETREE, SHADOW FEAST,
(According to: Ed McDermott c/o Charles de Lint or ATWIST OF THE KNIFE will be answered

<mcdermot@ica.net> 27 Apr 1999) P.O. Box 9480 via kirkwood@nucleus.com. BONETREE is
Address: Ottawa, ON K1G 3V2 tentatively slated for release on June 1.
216 Woodfield Rd. tel. (613) 237-5087 DarkEcho 6:19, May 1999
Toronto, ON M4L 2W7 - Publishes occasional fantasy
Editors: Sally McBride, Dale Sproule, chapbooks VESTA PUBLICATIONS LTD.

Marcel Gagne, Saly ConA TWIST OF THE KNIFE  (8StaP- 1174
Web site: http:/Aww.astro/psu.edu/us-{Anthology) Cornwall, ON K6H 5V6

ers/harlow/transversions , *OR* kirkwood@nucleus.com tel (613) 932-2135
83 Royal York Road J. Kirkwood, editor Ed. Stephen Gill
Toronto, ON M8V 2T7 (see Bonetree address above) A midsize publisher of hardcover and
(According to DarkEcho V.5 #2 Scheduled for Web publication releaseyaperback originals, planning to expand.

01.08.98) in Sept 1999; needs 10 stories and art. H/DFyerage print order, 1200; first novel print

To get in touch with the editors, order"sci-fi terror” featuring traditional monsters order, 1000. Planned 7 first novels for 1994.
copies, or comment about this site, you catvampire, werewolf, ghost, demon, sorcererayerages 18 titles totallyear, 5 fiction/year.
e-mail them at fairy, etc.) “with a twist”... monsters dealt | jst includes general fiction, including
Sproule_McBride@compuserve.com with in an “atypical way.” Length: fiction to Sk, Free book catalog available. Current

Poetry editor: Phyllis Gotlieb 5000 wds; poetry to 50 lines needs: adventure, contemporary, ethnic, ex-

706 - 19 Lower Village Gate Toronto, ~ Payment: $10 on acceptance; 2 contriberimental, faction, fantasy, feminist, histori-
ON M5P 3L9 copies on publication cal, juvenile, literary, mainstream, psychic/

*Open to submissions from everywhere*  Rights: FNAPrint supernatural/occult, regional, religious/ inspi-

A semi-quarterly (2-3 times/year) SF/F/ ~ DEADLINE: Jul 1, 1999. rational, romance, science fiction, short story
H digest-sized magazine. Artists interested in illustrating should collections, mystery/suspense, translations,

What we need most now [1998] is: SF andend approximately three to five samples ofyar and young adult/teen.
genuinely imaginative fantasy. Adventure, hutheir work. Accepts unsolicited mss. Submit 2-3
mour, weirdness and style allimprove your odds.  E-mail submissions PREFERRED —sample chapters with SASE or SAE and IRC.
We like work that is kinetic, jazzy and fun. ~ send as textin body e-mail; art as JPG or GIEjmultaneous submissions OK. Disk submis-

PAYMENT: “Payment will be 2 cents a attachment PLEASE include with all submis-sjons OK with CPM/Kaypro2 system.
word (Can) and 2 copies for fiction to 12,0005i0ns short cover letter, @ddress, postal ad-  “For first novel we usually ask authors
words (query for longer), $10 flat rate (plusdress, submission title, pen-name to be us&fbm outside of Canada to pay half of our
one copy) for poems, $20 (plus one copy)f any, and approx. word count. Indicate as Welprinting cost.”

for full page illos and $10 for spot art.” if the submission has been previously pub-  Reports in one month. Pays in royalties
lished and where. of 10% minimum. Sends galleys to author.
TRANSYLVANIA PRESS -J. Kirkwood later wrote, “ATWIST OF Negotiable charge for critiquing rejected mss.
P.O. Box 75012, W.R.P.S. THE KNIFE will not consist of a one-time,
White Rock, BC V4A 9M4 stand-alone anthology. Instead, it will serve Final Installment Next Issue
1
To: The art-lover o Surf Us Out!
who purchased she would be most appreciatiye. WCSFA-On Line at:
the Big Green Dragon N—— http://www3.
sculpture at VCon 23. bc.sympatico.ca/dh2/bcesfa
The artist is in desperate _also -Symp ’
need of a photo of the send mail to thig Check out our web site
sculpture. magazine ag for all the information
If the dragon's new owner you need to be a local fan.
could contact her at: #110-1855 West 2nd Ave « Convention Listings « Ask Mr. Scienge
bevinwrath@hotmail.com, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1J]| « SF TV Listings * VCON Web Pagep
« Internet Links ¢ Store Listings
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By Palle Hoffstein

dropped out of theMinority Report  favourite casting so far has to be the legen- Here’s a feature that's been added to my

project. Word is that Spielberg was notdary Christopher Lee as Saruman! Wow!my-god-i-can’t-wait-to-see-it’ list.
happy with the script and 20th Century FoxThe rest of the cast looks great. Also, noMonkeybone, based on Kaja Blackley’s
was balking at yet another re-write. Prob-100% confirmed but considered to be veryDark Town comic book published by Mad
lems with the script were rumoured everclose is Ethan Hawke as Faramir, anotheMonkey Press, has been greenlighted by
before Spielberg became involved. Whatasting choice that | like. 20th Century Fox. Get this: a comic book
isn’t known is whether the project will con- ok artist in a coma finds himself trapped in a
tinue without Spielberg; the productionwas  The X-Men project sounds more “iffy” bizarre place called the Dark Town. If he
at the rehearsals and set-building stagell the time. Model Halle Berry whose cast-doesn’t find a way to get out and wake up
What's even more interesting is that, according as Storm raised more than a few eyewithin twelve hours he’ll be stuck there for-
ing to the London Times, Spielberg hasbrows, in both Hollywood and among theever. Parts of the movie will be live action,
jumped to Warner Bros. to piece togetheX-Men fan faithful, has been whining in in- parts will use classical animation and there
Stanley Kubrick’s A.l. project (see an ear-terviews about how she has been “reducedill be some computer graphics used as
lier Movie Mania). In the article both Warner to doing a re-make of a comic-book calledwvell. Brendan Fraser (The Mummy) plays
Bros. andJan Harlan (Kubrick’s Execu- the X-MEN because of a lack of work forthe Comic artist. Featuring Christopher
tive Producer for his last three films) stateblack actresses.” I'm not going to questiorFranciosa as The Grim Reaper, Whoopi
their enthusiasm for Spielberg taking ovetthe fact that there are very few (good) role$oldberg as Death, Chris Kattan as a pos-
A.l. Apparently Harlan has shown Kubrick’s for black women in Hollywood, but why is sessed gymnast, Giancarlo Esposito as
extensive storyboards and film treatment. Ishe in this picture? Why is she not beindHypnos, God of Nightmares, Mary Pierce
has been suggested that the Minority Repofired if that's the way she feels? How canas Lulu LaRue and Paul Rubens (PeeWee
project may have been dead for a while, ohaving an actor who resents the project belerman) as Monkeybone! Also starring
even that Minority Report was a fabricatedanything but destructive? Hell, she’s aDave Foley, Bridget Fonda, and Bob
smokescreen while the A.l. project gotmodel, not even a good actress. Too man@denkirk as the Organ Transplant Surgeon.
underway (such dis-information is prettypeople working on this picture have any lit-Henry Selick (who worked with Tim Burton
common between the film studios and TVtle or no interest in the source materialon James And The Giant Peach and The
networks to throw each other off). They’re committed to complete shooting byNightmare Before Christmas) is in the Di-

ok December, so it is really too late for any ré

Casting for Peter Jackson’s Lord Of Thevisions of cast or script at this point. The

Rings Trilogy remains a hot topic. Here isofficial release date is June 30, 2000 so thg

i t seems thaGteven Spielberghas considered by some to be questionable. My rrk

the confirmed list to date: don’t have a lot of time for post-productio

Billy Boyd asPippin Took either. The latest cast rumour has Jam

Christopher Lee asSaruman the White ~ Marsden (Disturbing Behaviour ) in the rold POCO Place

Dominic MonaghanasMerry Brandybuck  of Cyclops.

Elijah Woods asFrodo Baggins *okk .

lan Holm asBilbo Baggins MGM/UA's Supernova is now set to be Gallery & Fram_lng

John Rhys-DaviesasGimli released January 11, 2000, one full year g Custom Framing

Liv Tyler asArwen ter production ceased. For those who miss Limited Edition Prints

Orlando Bloom asLegolas the earlier MovieMania, Supernova, a stor

Sean AstinasSamwise Gamgee of a deep-space hospital starship is directdff] Telephone: (604) 942-64

Sean BeamasBoromir by Walter Hill and stars James Spade

Sir lan McKellen asGandalf the Grey Angela Bassett, Lou Diamond Phillips ang PoCo Place Mall,

Stuart TownsendasAragorn Robin Tunney. Digital Domain, a very good 18 - 2755 Lougheed Hw
FX house are providing the special effects Port Coquitlam, B.C.

John Rhys-Davies comes as a big surHill, apparently walked off the production
prise to me. You might remember him agduring editing and has asked to have h
Indiana’s Egyptian Archaeologist friend inname removed from the production. Th
Raiders Of The Lost Ark. Another eyebrowmovie is still being edited! | have pretty lo
raiser is Liv Tyler, who's acting skills are expectations for this one.

10% off for WCSFA members|



rector’s seat, Sam Hamm (Batman) has writ- ok Currently K-Pax is set for an autumn or win-
ten the script. Selick is an ex-Disney pro By now I'm sure you've heard that The ter 1999 release so production must be un-
who, obviously, could not get this kind of Matrix 2 is a definite project. Larry and der way. Smith will be desperate for a hit
film made there. They're promising this oneAndy Wachowski, the creators of The Ma-after the Wild, Wild West disaster (did you
to be out sometime next year. trix are back as writers and directors. Keangee it, didn't it stink, didn't | tell you that it
*xk Reeves is also back but no one else frowould?) But the elements here sound just
Another Joel Silver production, ru- the cast has confirmed. Eyes are on Carrigeo familiar to get me excited.
moured about for years but finally now be-Anne Moss as to whether or not she will ok
ing filmed is Dungeons & Dragons. Film- return; she stated she would like to but, she Stanley G. Weinbaum, a name from the
ing is taking place in the Czech Republichas been getting film offers by the dozen. golden age of SF fiction pulps, seems to be
with Courtney Solomon directing. Jeremy  Matrix conceptual artist Geof Darrow not totally forgotten. The Adaptive Ultimate
Irons (The Mission) has been cast as the vikas been pumping out a Matrix comic bookhas been given the go-ahead by 20th Cen-
lain along with a cast of mostly little-known that  is  available  on-line  at tury Fox. Based on Weinbaum’s tale of a
actors. Some names: Justin Whalin (Lois &ww.whatisthematrix.com, more stories arescientist who gives a dying homeless woman
Clark), Thora Birch (Patriot Games), Marlonpromised to appear and a book form comthe powers of unlimited adaptability, only
Wayans (The Sixth Man), Lee Arenbergpilation is planned. Harlan Ellison is appar-to fall in love with her as she grows very
(The Apocalypse), Kristen Wilson (Doctor ently writing a Matrix story or two to be powerful and very dangerous. I'll post news
Doolittle), Robert Miano (Donnie Brasco) made available there as well. Spencer Lamron this feature as | get it. The only news |
and Bruce Payne (Kounterfeit). is creating a 20-page, full color, 3-D com-have so far is bad news; that Hollywood
The budget is a fairly modest for Silverputer-rendered story with Manex Visualhack Jan De Bont (Speed, Twister, The
at $35 million US. October 2000 is the esti-Effects, one of Matrix’s special effects com-Haunting) is being considered to direct.
mated release date. George Gibbs (Whpanies. Models from the film will be used, (Based on how he ruined The Haunting as
Framed Roger Rabbit, Raiders Of The Losincluding many models that didn’t make thean effects extravaganza, will he do the same
Ark) is running the special effects with Sta-final cut. to Weinbaum'’s creepy story which, Like
tion X Studios producing the CG. Caroline  There will also be a book of the Matrix’s Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting Of Hill
Ross (True Lies, Terminator 2) is editing andscreenplay and Steve Skroce’s storyboardslouse needs so effects for it's story?)
Douglas Milsome (Eyes Wide Shut) hasThe DVD release of the Matrix will feature ok
been brought on as Director Of Photograan audio track from Carrie-Anne Moss and  The ever inconsistent Joe Dante (Grem-
phy. With Milsome behind the lens, StationMatrix’s editor, a copy of the script, lins, The Howling, Small Soldiers) has be-
X Studios doing the special effects and beawstoryboards, pre-production art, making ofgun work on his next project for Columbia
tiful locations in the magnificent castlesfilm footage and some of the web-page comPictures. The Sixth Day is a SF flick about
around Prague this movie should look greaics. Look for it's release September 21, 1999 pilot who is presumed dead after a heli-
Some are suggesting that this movie is  Warner Bros. have announced theircopter crash, then when he miraculously
about 15 years too late, however | think thaplans to back Matrix 3 as well. The detailsturns up alive he finds that he has been re-
it's only now that we have the technologyof the stories haven't been worked out yetplaced by a perfect clone of himself. Then
to really pull this type of movie off. The there has been a suggestion of giving Mahe finds himself being hunted down by the
most consistent way-cool rumour about thigrix 2 a cliff-hanger ending and releasingclone-makers! Expect a fast-paced, paranoid
film is that the ending will feature a dogfight Matrix 3 three to four months later. Cur-film with conspiracies and clones every-
a many flying dragons! Everyone make aently the films are being scheduled to bavhere.
savings throw! shot back-to-back. The Wachowski broth-  One rumour has Arnold
Grant Boucher, who worked on the speers have dismissed the rumours of a posstchwarzennegger in the film’s lead, which
cial effects for The Titanic is also involved ble prequel and have offered that all storywould mean shooting would have to wait
now. Having Boucher involved is pretty rumours circulating on the Internet rightuntil he finishes with shooting End of Days
cool; he's a gamer who’'s name old-timenow have not originated with them. We(see May's Movie-Mania). With Dante and
D&D players should recognise as a D&Dknew these sequels were coming; Joel SilSchwarzennegger together this could be a
Module designer and a designer for modver is the executive producer and he is thhuge budget feature. (I met Dante at L.A.
ules for the Star Wars role-playing gamesking of action movie sequels (the LethalWorldcon, where his old mentor, Roger
Dave Arneson, who helped create the origitweapon films, the Predator films, etc...) Corman was Guest Of Honor. Dante is a real
nal Dungeons and Dragons game has been ok SF/horror fan with a love of weird books
watching the production and has offered his  Screenwriter Charles Leavitt hasand B-Movies. He has a lot of great ideas,
approval. adapted Gene Brewer’s SF novel K-Pax fobut unfortunately he gets most of his work
Expect the cast of heroes to include allUniversal Pictures. Will Smith will star in a as a hired director for mainstream Holly-
the basic archetypes; a dwarf, an elf ,etcserious roll as an alien named Prot whavood producers. His features, like
and the monsters and spells will be rightomes to Earth and is committed to an inSonnenfeld’s, tend to be great concepts ru-
from the game. Silver has been very slovwsane asylum. Then the obvious happens: hised by mainstream producers and overly
in launching this production. | suspect thanteractions with the other patients starts toe-written scripts.)

hype around Peter Jackson’s Lord Of Theure them and a psychologist starts to won- *xk
Rings is what has made Silver push to geder if Prot is telling the truth about himself. That's it for this month. As always |
this film finally done. He'll certainly want This all sounds very familiar. This film recommend Coming Attractions at

to beat Jackson to the theatres, rather thas being hyped as a vehicle for Smith’s “se-Corona.bc.cfor way more movie news than
compete with him. But most of the word onrious” side (everyone apparently forgettingyou could ever assimilate.
this film is quite promising. Smith’s role in Six Degrees Of Separation).®
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