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Editerial: Past Impeérfact

Néil Jamiésen-Willizts

It's a funny thing, memery -- it is neitheér as clear ner as cerréct as we eften think it is. And then,
semetimes it is. Whilé there are still seme anemalies' régarding my récall of Maplecen, the
dreegs at Maplecen, and the first issue of Swill, mere evidence has emerged since the last issue.
Thanks te Lester Rainsferd” whem I ran inte at SFCentarie 2. Lester still had the "Swill
archive" that I left with him when I went eut te BC back in May eof 1981. This was net a
cemplete Swill archive, I did have a Swill archive that included cepies of all issues of the
eriginal Swill, the mimee stencils of issues #3 threugh #6, cepics of Baughter of Swill, Mether
of Scum, and an asserted selection of issues of BeSwill. Unfertunately, due te a basement fleed
(actually mere of a lecalised, persistent basement leak) the archive, aleng with my wife's
cellection of ceeking magazines, all had te se tessed out as they had been reduced te ene single
Black meuld mass. The "Swill archive" in Lesteér's pessession included cepics of issues #1° and
#2 of Swill, the mimee stencils for these twe issues, and ethér asserted stuff.*

Nevertheless, it new seyend deulbt that the Maplecen Slandersheet was printed and distributed at
Maplecen ITI in 1988. This fits my earlier recellection of events; mere or less, for the mest part,
mere. Hewever, timelines aré net my greatest intérest this time areund. My fecus is en centeént.
It has been clese te seventéen years since I last leeked at issues #1 and #2 of Swill. And in this
case, my memaery has seen imperfect: I remembered Swill as being far werse than it actually
was.

First of all, the typeface was net as bad as I recalled it te be. Lester's electric typewritér was
clean in its typeface with ne visisly dirty kéys. In centrast, my eld manual typewritér had
several dirty keys sut was newhere near as bad as the pudmenkey fent. (And just te cut eff any
discussien/whining -- Graeme, Lleyd, and Taral -- régardleéss of this revelation; the pudmenkey
fent stays.) The mimeesgraphed cepics frem the archive are a little smudgy; which is why they
were preserved -- the cleaner cepies were distributed.

As for the centént, I may have te eat my ewn werds. In issue #8 I said, "At its cere, the spirit of
Swill was a sheck and awe seet te the head at science fictien fandem. Vicieus, angry,
intentienally effensive, silly, irréverent, and ebnexieus; brimming with the malicieus delight ef a
sheck-jeck gadfly screaming with feigned anger — all seund and fury... but was it anything mere

! Such as, did I atténd mere than ene Maplecen?

% Léster has returned as of this issué as the celumnist fer Pissing en a Pil¢ of @ld Amazinss.
? These cepics weuld e of the secend print run ef issue #1 the first run was by phetecepy.
* Such as, the secend issue of Reticulum and the twe issues of Sirius.



than prese vérsien of smashing windews and tessing a few Meletev cecktails?" Uhm...net
really. Even by 1981 standards the eriginal Swill is tame. There is ne sheck and awe, ne
Meletev cecktails, ner even any breken windews -- it's mere of flaming shit bag. Issueés #1 & #2
definitely were intentienally effensive, silly, and ebnexieus but ne actual seet te the head te
fandem. That said, the ultra-serieus members of fandem, these whe viewed fandem as an ideal
cemmunity and FIAW®L as a sacred act, may have perceived Swill in 1981 semewhat the way I
described it in issue #8.

I alse say in issue #8, "The spirit of Swill was critical and lunt and intentienally malicieus and
its target was SF and SF fandem. The edd thing is that seme — net much, but seme — of that
criticism was and rémains valid.. hewever, these nugsets that were and are still valid are net
unigque insights @f Swill. They are net necessarily well theught eut arguments — kind of like a
vulgar and peerly written Rick Mercer rant." Well seme of that is true and seme of that is net.
Maest of the centent in issues #1 & #2 de read like a vulgar Mercer rant and the arguments
centained are net usually well censtructed; hewever, when we efféring a critique, we were
actually saying semething. And seme of eur coemments were indeed, unique for the time péried.
@ther times, we were réally just beéing humereus, theugh seme fans weuld net appreciate the
joke, e.g. The Average S.F. Fan (aka the fat fan article) and the "Guest Editerial" -- beth in issue
#2.

I had been told that the Maplecen Slandersheet is blatantly hemephebic by these whe recall it.
I'm net certain alseut that claim. There are twe lines in the Slandersheet that can e viewed as
hemephebic; theugh I weuld gquestien the interpretation that these twe lines are "slatantly
hemephebic" sy 2812 standards, let alene these of 1981. It was véry much the intentien of the
Slandersheet te be offensive, with a particular fecus of cemic beek fans, cemic beek cellecters,
and used boek/comic beek dealers -- theugh it can alse be viewed as being effensive te
capitalists, sleths, swine, teads, and says. I am willing te admit that the Slandersheet dees
centain twe lines that can e interpreted as being mildly hemephebic by teday's standards fer
which I effer a mild apelegy; theugh I refuse te hang my head in shame or de any further
penance for what I ce-wrete 31 years age.

It is geed te read the eriginal Swill ence mere — based on issues #1 & #2; T have te say I am
preud te have been the editer and a writér fer this fanzine.



Présert

Néil Jamisen-Willizms

ig Trafén: Théinds Past atid

Having new had a chance te réread, several times, issues #1 & #2 of Swill — as well as re-reading
Swill @nline (#7) — it is clear that there are seme reeccurring and persistént themes that Swill has
fecused on, beth in the past and at present. The title this new celumn casts light en ene of these
themes; the issue of the trufan — and yes, in the epinien of Swill they deserve te be thrashed
(actually thrashing may ¢ tee seed for them).

The entire cencept of the trufan is abselute shit te begin with. The term, by the act of existing,
implies that seme fans are “better” than ethers and that there are fans whe are net “real fans” —
aka, the fakefan. And whe are these whe determine whe are the truféen and whe are the fakefen?
Usually seme, self-appeinted, self-designated, elite sreup -- whe are all bena fide, in their ewn
epinien, trufen -- that then designates, as an autherity, whe are the nen-trufen "real fans" and
which unteuchable sudras are the "fakefans". This ferm ef categerisatien is always highly
subjective and eften accempanied by loud axe-grinding in the backgreund. While this type of
bchavieur is net unigque te SF fandem (I have seen similar behavieur eccur amens Medern
Pagans, punk reckers, and seftware develepers), it has the least ameunt of validity when applicd
te SF fans. My pesitien, which is the Swill pesitien, is that any persen whe regularly enjeys
reading/viewing SE genre centént and whem identifies themself as being a SF fan, is a SF fan.
This ideal-type fan ceuld be éntirely deveted te eriginal séries Star Trek (néver watching any of
the later series) or they ceuld be a fanzine writer or they ceuld have intérests in a wide variety of
writtén and media SF centént as well as the fan subculture itself, ¢.g. fanzines, cen-running.
There are different segments of the SF fan subculture and different levels of invelvement and
different criteria as te what are the mest impertant aspects of being a SF fan -- which in turn
preduce different definitiens of what is a SF fan, which reésult in the mevers-and-shakeérs within
each of the myriad segments self-defining themselves a "trufans”. Therefere, a trufan is a secial
censtruct created by an elite sreup that defines that particular elite and is used te engage in
impréssien managément that génerates ephemeral status that is accerded te that elite sreup and



its membership;’ trufen have seen the perfect tarset for Swill assualt in the past and will centinue
te e in the future.

Anether majer theme is this: if thére really is such a creature as a trufan (ef SF) that species
exists eutside of the SF fandem pepulatien. What I mean is that these persens whe regularly and
actively suppert the genre financially, threugh purchase of genre centent that are net part of the
SF fandem pepulatien -- whe den't idéntify themselves as SF fans -- are, if the térm can e
applicd te anybedy, the real trufen. That the senre censumers, whe weuld appear te mest fans as
nething mere than "mundanes", are the majeority and a majerity that eithér has a lew epinien of
SF fandem er is indifferent te SF fandem's existence. Ihave called these peeople "readers" in the
past sut have switched te the mere inclusive térm of genre censumers. These peaple are neither
“mundanes” ner "fakefans" in the centéxt te the senre itself; en the centrary, they are very
impertant te the genre and perhaps mere impertant that the SE fan pepulatien itself. Within the
centext of the SF fandem subculture, theugh; they range between being nenentities te

e

"antifans"®. Regardless, genre censumers are impertant and Swill will centinue te effer suppert

for the genre censumer.

@nc of the old themes of the eriginal Swill was a negative bias teward cemic beek and media SF
fans. In the case of media SF fans the arsument was that these fans had little knewledge of the
written genre which preceded the grewth of media SE and believed that all the majeor SF trepes
had emerged with media SF -- in particular, with Star Trek. The secendary argument was that
mest ef the media SF in the carly 1988's was best described as space epéra’ and oftén very bad
space epera.” While thére was seme seed media SF, mest of it was net. Frem thé standpeint of
2812, mest of the media SE teday is superier everall that that ef 1982, sut there remain stinkers,
¢.g. Terra Neva (2811). Any attack en media SF teday will be tempered by twe severners; ene,
the increased quality of mest media SF, and secend, the editer/writer has had éxpérience
writing/preducing media SF. Nevertheless, media SF will réceive praise when it is desérved and
2 thereugh telchecking when it effers the viewer complete shite. The nesative bias of the
eriginal Swill remains fer the majerity of cemic beeks that again berrew trepes frem literary SF

* Translatien: trufan is a térm created in the ceurse of secial interaction sy 2 sreup of individuals whe see
themselves as an elite and use the trufan térm te idéntify théir sreup. This is thén used te create the impression
ameng eutsideérs that that the greup and its membership held the status of being trufén; the status is ephemeral as it
enly has petential value within the SF fandem subculture and is méaningléss and/er a mark of réduced status within
the larger culture, ¢.8. Sci-Fi seek.

¢ Mere on this in Flegsing 2 Wead Trekkie...

71 cenfess, I de like space epera. I like old space epera like that of A. Bertram Chandlér, James H. Schmitz, and
ethers. I alse like the “new” space epéra of Veérner Vinge, F. Petér Hamilten, Alistair Reéynelds, and ethers.

® Fer example, in print Berry Rhedan, in media the eriginal Battlestar Galactica, and Buck Regers in the 25™
Century...



and claim them as eriginal and fer the deplerable lew quality of what passes as science within
cemic beek science fictien. Bias regarding sraphic nevels is alse negative, but appreaching
neutral, with ¢ach graphic nevel being judged on a case te case basis. And everall, magna and
anime seth suffer frem the same ills as Western cemic beeks; theugh when deing fantasy they
can de 2 seed job, but mest of their SF is really science fantasy.

The final theme that I will discuss is that of critiquing the genre -- usually the publishers (and
alse the preductien cempanies) of SF centent. This will net change in the current Swill and will
e mere hard ass and systematic than in the eriginal Swill. There are already several targets in
sight that will ¢ fired upen in future issues.

Se, altheugh the present incarnatien eof Swill will be used as an eutlet for erganising my research
preject of SF fandem and as a ferum threugh which te dialegue with that segment of fandem
knewn as fanzine fandem; it is geing te get a lot léss acadeémic in the future issues. Swill is
sétting its edge back.
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Pissiris et 4 Pile of @ld A

sferd

I am infermed that deadlines leem and a celumn is due. Se here is the celumn.

Beadlines?? I understand that Valdimir Illych succeeded due te erganizatien and ne deulst
deadlines, but they seem kinda antithetical te anarchy. Where “T understand” means “I think I
heard semewhere, and can’t be arsed te loek it up en wikipedia”.

The preblem with pissing en a pile of eold Amazings, er eld Swills, besides needing mere beer
(that’s a prellem?) is that yeu can’t tell the difference between high acid paper anyway. Which
is te say, what was radical and daring may enly seem se at the time, and net se much aftérwards.
Plus, ene persen’s shit disturseér is anether persen’s asshele, and when it’s a value judgment of
the judgment impaired, well.

Se we can leek back te First Swill (times). Harlean Ellisen, Shit Bistursér er Asshele? Well I
think peeple have figured this eut by new. I am sad te hear that Jeanna Russ died. I am sure
seme people theught she was an asshele but they’re prebably assheles se whe cares. The current
prevecateurs du jeur seem te se Baen barflies, and there seems ne deubt even teday where they
ceme dewn en the divide thére. Se whe are the real shit distubers teday? Wamned if I knew, at
the recent cen we discussed new wave and cyberpunk which everyene agrees are dead as
deernails and leng genc. But teday cucsk se that (and net in 2 geed way) we se back and rehash
stuff that happened in eur yeuth if we are eld. and if we are yous, thén apparently we dress up in
this ‘steampunk’ thing. @ddly, steampunk devetees apparently haven’t really leeked at the past
because bey things were dirty in teh age of ceal, but their cestumes are all immacculate white
shirt and pressed vests. I guess seteampunkers arén’t planning te e members of the ‘black
gang’. This was the bunch whe actually kept yeur triple expansien réciprecating engine
dreatdeught stéaming at a crazyass 17 knets. Thére’s a réasen that the real Breadneught went te
turlsine and Chruchill pushed threugh eil-fired beilers for the Grand Fleet and it wasn’t because
Britain had lets of @il and ne ceal.

I really hepe that in twenty er thirty years peeple at cens wen’t be discussing the rise and fall of
steampunk altheugh frem a brief trip threguh the buekstere prier te Christmas it seéems that a
numbér of authers are making a geed liviing putting eut steam-fired swill. I shuddér te think ef
what a beiler leak weuld be like in 2 ceal fired swill-ship sut I expect these steampunk sesgles
te actually ceme in handy altheugh a geed rubbér gas mask may be 2 mere apprepriate cestume
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accessery. As for using Swill te pewer yeur swillship, 1 have seme news for yeu, it WAS lew-
acid paper. Se beware.



Flegsitis 2 Wéad T

@dds anid Seds...

Neéil Jumiésen-Williams

This time areund I will just tidy a few things up and all that...

First up, All Aseut Swill revised.:

Swill #1

Swill #2

(February, 1981) Cever Art: Neil Jamiesen-Williams this was a sadly drawn self-
caricature of Neil helding 2 bettle of beer in his left hand and a cigarette, while
giving “the finger” with his right (the “stullsy” seer beottle is net well drawn and
the perspective is off se it actually leeks like a pill bettle). Title compesed of
punk-style newspaper headline cut-eut letters. Editerial by Neil; article sy Neil
called MediaFen Suck; Pissing en a Pile of @ld Amazings by Lester Rainsferd;
Fun and Games (Thrash the Trekkie) writtén sy Rainsferd using the name
Scretum the Unbathed and reviewed by Néil and Steve Vane; a reprint of the
Maplecen Slandersheet; seme fake 1.eCs; and the back cever — same as the frent

cever.

(March, 19281) Cever Art: Neil Jamiesen-Williams and Leéster Rainsferd — depicts
three piles of shit, the ene in the feregreound labelled “Fandem” with lets ef flies
circling areund it (preferred by mere flies than ether farms of shit). Editerial by
Jamiesen-Williams and Rainsferd using the name Reverand B. Jeramiha Joenes en
smut in SF and SF fandem; an article by Jamiesen-Williams en Fen Art; Pissing
on a2 Pile of @ld Amazings attacks cigarétte smeking and the discipline of
Chemistry; article inspired by Heyt and writtén by Rainsferd and Jamiesen-
Williams and attributed te J. S. Geebly titled The Average SF Fan (the infameus
fat fan article); article by Jamiesen-Williams titled They Space Tribbsles, Ben’t
They advecating the death of @SFiC; the very first Stephane (Steve Vane) My
Fame strip; Lester Rainsferd’s The Ameérican Weigh: @r, A Gram ef Brains is
Werth a2 Peund ef Shit which attacks Lisértarian Party SF, Lisertarian Party SF
Fandem, and seme of the determinist claims made by the pelitical philesephy of



the Lisertarian Party; actual real L.eCs — enly ene is semi-fake which is a Swill
writer te writér respense; back cever that preclaims that Physics Rules @K.

Secend up, BFCetitarie 2 Ced Kepert:

This was a smallish cenventien, with a fecus en literary science fictien. The cenventien
pregramming was abeve avérage and therée was eneugh te de mest ef the time. The déaléers reem
was net the best as it was in twe parts and "eff the beaten track"; there was nething but dealers
on this part ef the cenventien fleer. It weuld have been better if ene of the dealers reems had
been used for panels te draw peeple ever te this section of the cenveéntien fleer -- I undeérstand
that this was hew it was dene fer SFCentarie 1 and had seen changed for accessibility issues.
The AE - The Canadian Science Fictien Review annivérsary party en Friday was great but the
Saturday night dance was a bust as there was ne liquer licence for the event (there had been for
the AE party) and almest éveérybedy ended up seing dewnstairs te the hetel bar. @verall, a nice
little cen that I de recemmend feor the literary fans -- I will e attending SFCentarie 3.

And finally, AdttiFan:

In my naive yeuth I had always theught that this was an established trepe in SF fandem in an eld
Spy vs Spy manner. The figsure of AntiFan was dressed in Black with a cleak and 17th century
hat -- like Spy vs Spy er Guy Fawkes -- and had 2 wide variety of varieus explesive devices. I
remeémber these carteens frem fanzines in the early 1988°s and, as the editer of Swill, I embraced
the AntiFan cencept. It was a surprise that I récently discevered that the character of AntiFan
was net semething that went back te the 1968's or earlier but a creation of the Australia in &3
WerldCen bid. Supperters of the CenStellation bid (Baltimere) were agents of AntiFan while
these whe supperted the AusiCen bid were trufen -- the trufen lest this ene. Nevertheless, I hepe
te dig up seme of these AntiFan carteens and répurpese them for Swill, er semething aleng that
line...
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Scriliiling et thé Beg Walk
Léttérs of Cammet

Néil Tamiésea-Williais

As I write this, there is enly twe L.eCs this time areund. As always, my cemments aré in red.

Frem: "Taral Wayne" <Taral@teksavvy.com>
Subject: Re: Swill @ 38 Issue #18 Autumn 2611
Bate: Tue, Nevember 1, 2811 2:55 pm

Te:  swill@uldunemedia.ca

I'll have te see if I can define "traditienal fan" for yeu later. It has nething te
de with whether or net a fan gecs te cenventiens, by the way. Ididn't invelve the
issue of cens because they weren't relevant in that sense. Fans have been geing te

cens since 1936... I've genc te a few, myself.

Hi Taral,

I think that yen previded me with the definitien at SFCentarie 2 — yenr definitien of traditional
fati appéars te ke véry similar te thé ceticépt of 4 cezé furi; 4 pézses whe Is 4 géiré cetisuinér,
self identifiés thémselvés as a fatt, participatés ini fant activity, and is intéprated irite 2 lecal
géegraphic fari cemmupnity that epératés ds @ pritnary secial nidtwerk. Am I cerréet?

And yes, in #or seciéty, drty srepp like this is pridér thréat — net becanse of the rise of média BF

fanidem, but dne te téchne-colture changes within the seciéty as a whislé,
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1766 -24 Eva Rd.
Etebiceke, ®N
MeC 2B2

Nevember 22, 2811
Wear Neil:

It’s taken me a ceuple of days te get myself tegether after the SFCentarie 2
weekend, but if nething else, everything else is serted eut, or put away, er

in the laundry, étc., se I can finally catch up with a suddén meuntain ef
fanzines te deal with and cemment en. With that in mind, here are cemments
on Swill @ 38, issue 18.

(I sheuld ask what was the respense at the cenventien te yeur
guestiennaire, and what they theught ef the fanzine. A let of the people
there knew that I am cennected with fanzines, but few ef them are intérested
in them themselves. Glad you get yeurself the first twe Swills, even if they
are phetecepics.)

Hi Lleyd,

Well thé mix-ny with prifiting méant that T hiad nie sorvéys with mé at thé cenvéntien, As it is,
thé survéy will Ué rédésignéd anyway and will ge livé semétimé in Mazoh,

The cepiés of Swill #1 atid #2 that T get frem Léstér Raifisferd wézé fiet phistecepics but actual

I am cértain I saw the dreegs at seme lecal cenventien in Terente...whether it
was Adam and Kevin and yeu, er ethers, I am net sure. It must have seén yeu,
new that I think ef it, because I do rémember poer Fritz being abused. I

have te wender whe the everweight Trekkies were, and it may e likely that
sgiven my ewn intérests of that distant time, I might have knewn them.

Why is évérybedy se cercérnéd with “peer Frit2”? Fritz was a pilé of clethirig (usnally stnfféd
with hetel linens) and a Styrefeam wig hiead; 2 celléctien inanimate elijécts. Bnt yes, we did

théy weére theére,
Cenventiens de have a structure of seme kind, and that structure may depend

12



on the sulsject mattér of the cenventien. @ne fricnd whe gecs te mestly media
SF cenventiens feund that the literary SFCentarie she attended was quite
edd, and very different. Fer myself, I found it a it of a threwlkack te the
way literary cenventiens were run in the 8@s and 98s, and it was strangely
familiar, and quite enjeyable. Pelaris is a different cenventien frem what

it was in the &8s and 98s, tee. As we age, eur expectatiens of such a
cenventien change, se if yeu didn’t like it befere, give it five years or

se, and the changeés may be te yeur liking. These days, because I've werked
in the evening for seme years, I haven’t watched any evening SF televisien,
net much has attracted me at all, and I have seen few SEF mevies, se the
demand te meet acters deesn’t really turn me en. Pelaris has turned inte a
steampunk cestuming eccasien, and fer the last few years, an eppertunity te
be a dealer and sell seame goeds te the memibership. (Any parties at the
cenveéntien were staged by the cenventien itself; there seems te be a vague
hestility tewards any partiés staged by attendees, premeting their ewn
sreup, preject, event or cenventien.)

1 liked BECenitarie, nt then I am a litérary fan first and @ media fitt sécend. I catt sé how it
wenld séém strarigé t@ & média fart thengh, It is kind of like art eld fashisned rélaxicen with
meré pregramming. As I néver atténded any of theé Terente Teeks I cannet cempare Betwedn
Palaris iew atd thern; thensh I wenld hiazard a spéculation that it was mere Trék-Based iti the
past atid fiew catérs t@ a variéty of SE & F meédia, Stéampurk cestumitis is a cnreént fad, ini fivé
yédzs it will e zéplaced by seméthiris ¢lsé. Yiés, I neticdd that théré was strict reetn party
centrel at Pelaris — thensh, I had Weéén teld that this was icing desie te kedp the Lietel happy. ..

I feund eut a while age where the term ‘cesplay’ cemes frem. It’s a

relatively néw térm te me, but was invented by a Japanése jeurnalist whe
cevered the 1984 Werldcen in Anaheim, Califernia. He saw peeple in cestume
perhaps acting eut a generic scene frem the TV shew er mevie the cestumes
came frem, and he nicknamed is cesplay, or cestuming play, frem perhaps the
acting style of play or perhaps play as in having fun, net réally sure.

 is interésting isni’t it? Back in the old days 2 goed grenp costume psnally ifivelved semeé form

of actiig eut ifi charactér, This bigs réally takén off it the atimé cemmutity,

T have been beoth a lit fan and a2 mediafan...these days, mestly lit. Because my
ewn invelvement in fandem gees back te the late 78s, I weuld have te
descrise myself as a traditienal fan and an active fan.

We will discuss this fiéxt issné as I will bé zévisinis thé catégeriés. ..
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Getta agree with Uncle Swill...fanzinés may e an old way of cemmunicating,
but it’s the participation that peeple like about it. Seme de say that the

letters of coamment are eptienal, but the decision te net have a létter

celumn gets them in treulle with ethers. Myself, I think a lettér celumn is
preferaile, but I am biased. T have received zines with ne letter celumn,

and [ have réspended te them anyway. It’s the cemmunicatien that’s
impertant, net the byline.

Yés, 1 liké havitis 2 léttér celums: tee. And, as thé eriginal Swill had eté, T Havé te kédy with
traditied, By thé way, I havé cemmeéritéd to Askaricé or yeur réview of Bwill @ 30...

My lec...yes, we did cennect up at SFCentarie 2...1 hepe I actually had
semething ef substance te say. Yvenne and I had been in the Vaughan St.
steré a leng time age, but récently, we did have a leek in the new stere en
Bathurst St., and it is, unfertunately, a shadew ef what it ence was.
Believe me, I den’t like the idea of calling ethers fakefans, for that’s
maere tearing dewn the efferts of ethers.

Anid for Gnildiris op the éphéinéral statms of fannish élités...

Indeed, I werk at the Glebe in the evenings, net as a réperter, but as a
data entry clerk. We de intend te attend Ad Astra 2812 and Pelaris 26 in the
new year, and perhaps we can talk mere, and see what else there is te

discuss threugh questiennaires, er just a general discussien.

Take care, and see¢ you with the next issue. Might net e until 2812, se the
best of Christmases and New Years...might se a little early.

Hepé that yen Weth had 2 happy heliday séasen arid all the Bdst for 2012. Séé yen at Ad Astra...

Yeurs, Lleyd Penney.
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Réséarchi Ntés:

At this peint in the résearch preject I appear te have ceme te the same realisation that previeus
researchers alse must have réached; fandem is way te big te easily study. That said, I will net
fellew the selutien taken by othérs whe have senc befeore -- te limit my study te ene sreup
within fandem, and enly en¢ sreup. Hewever, I am geing te narrew my fecus and place primary
emphasis en twe particular greups within the SF fan subculture; cenrunners and fanzine fandem.
At the same time I will centinue te réseéarch the whele SF fan culture. It alse means that there
will se twe research prejects epérating simultanceusly. The larger ene will fecus en cenrrunners
(and event erganisers) and the segments of the SF fan subculture that their cenventiens/events
are aimed at and the smaller study will be en fanzine fandem. The ratienale behind this is that
by erganising my research preject this way I am mere likely te receive funding frem SSHRC
(Secial Sciences and Humanities Reseéarch Ceuncil).

Part of the change in regulatiens that have séen made te SSHRC is a new emphasis en applicd
research, or that there is an applicd compenent te the research. Thave decided, based en my
earlier special events résearch, that by placing emphasis en SF fan cenrunneérs I can alse cellect
data en cenventien/event erganiser relations with the venue eperaters, attendee relations with the
venue eperaters, that weuld previde an applicd compenent te the study; i.¢. data that weuld e
useful te the hespitality industry. It is alse a uséful structure fer the reéséarch in that, ené
speculates (theugh ene ceuld e in errer) that the cenrunners fer successful cenventiens prelsaisly
knew a fair bit abeut the type of fan whe is drawn te their particular cenventien -- in ethér
werds, that they knew their audience. This weuld make them streng candidates for key
imfermants in the research preject. Therefere, the majer research preject weuld be structured
thus:

o Interviews with cenrunners, either face-te-face er electrenically

o Participant esérvatien (if permitted) at cencem meetings prier te and after each
cenventien studied

o Participant elssérvatien at each cenventien
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e @nline survey of cenrunners
e @uline surveys of fans
o Interviews -- electrenically -- with fans

Blus; interviews with venue eperaters and enline surveys of vénue epératers

The Pith Hebmet anid Propéller Beanie Tenr tentatively will be:
2811 -- 2014

Pelaris 25, SFCentarie 2, Ad Astra 31, Pelaris 26, Sci Fi Fan Expe 2812, SFCentarie 3,
FilK @Ntarie 23, Anime Nerth 2813, Pelaris 27, V-Cen 38, SFCentarie 4, FutureCen 4, Ad
Astra 33, WesterCen 2814, Werldcen 2814, SFCentarie 5.

The fanzine fandem study will se denc eut of packet and is a sidebar te the major research
preject.

The Cetititinitts Quést for Swill...

While it is wenderful that issues #1 and #2 have seen recevered, there are mere issues rémaining
te be found and scanned. Issués #3 threush #6 are mest wanted. Any surviving cepics ef
Daughter of Swill, Mether of Scum Issues #1 threugh #3 weuld alse se appreciated.
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