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Editerial: A Slightly Bysfurictietal
Timeé Machire

Néil Jamicsun-Willians

It's a funny thing, memery -- it is neither as clear ner as cerrect as we eften think it is. Especially
wheén we are engaged in the act of self-archacelegy; the éxcavation of eur remeémbered
experiences. At times, that which we recall as being depesited in a particular stratum can e in
errer. In alsence of cerreberating evidence, such as written decuments and ether recerds that
béar 2 precise stamp of time, thére is uncértainty. And yet, these piccés of eur past that pessess a
streng emetive gquality; these carry the pure essence of truth, even theugh they may lack
precisien in sequence and detail.

I remember fondly the first SF cenventien that I attended, but it is new quite clear that what I
stated in my editerial in the last issue was in eérrer. My first cenvention did net take place in
1974 and it was net a Star Trek cenventien; hewever, I did attend FanFair I in 1975 which the
Terente fan histerians appear te be split en as te whether or net FanFair I classifies as a SF
cenventien, theugh they de agree that it was net a Star Trek cenventien (theugh the cenventien
did have a streng media -- mestly Star Trek -- compenent te it). Nevertheless, FanFair 1T was
my first cenveéntien.

The errers in récellection hére are miner. I was eut ene year and the fact that I preceived the
cenventien te be deveted mestly te Star Trek prebaisly has mere te de with this being the
recellected memaery threugh the eyes of a teenage neefan and hew I, at that time, classified what
I experiénced. Errers in récellection beceme mere impertant with the néxt memaery site -- the
inciting event that weuld create the eriginal Swill; the Maplécen Slandersheet.

Here the central question is: which Maplecen did the Slandersheet appear at? Te be perfectly
henest, I den't knew fer certain. Iam cértain of ene thing, it was net Maplecen 1 in 1978. Iused
te s¢ certain that it was Maplecen 3 in 1928, but I am ne lenger certain of that. Here is what I
am cértain of:

e Swill began in Felbruary of 1981 and had a réprint of the Slandershéet as its back cever.
o T enly attended enc Maplecen cenvention.

o [Lester Rainsford and Andrew Heyt atténded enly ene Maplecen cenventien.



The Maplecen cenventien that I attended was ene of the first that we entéred the dreegs
in as a sreup cestume.

The Maplecen that Lester and Andrew atténded was the same Maplecen that the dreegs
wen est greup cestume at.

Nereascen 2 (Lasour Way weekend 1986) was the last cenventien that we did the dreegs
at as fleer cestumes.

I was net accepted inte university for Fall of 1928 because twe credits frem my eriginal
high scheel in Brampten had net been transferred as university stream credits.

I returned heme te suburbia te cemplete these credits during the Fall of 1988.

Putting this all tegether...(here is where a cepy of Swill #1 weuld be very useful)

In all prebability, Lester and Andréw, as well as the dreegs (including me) attended Maplecen 2.
Here is why. Beth parties have a recellection of there being twe te three everweight Trekkies at
the cenventien. They were in T@S cestume and running areund en the cenventien fleer of the
hetel sheeting cach ether and ethers with phaser guns (ene versien has the weapens being phaser
water pistels).

Hezdnete': Maplécon The Dreass

We had just finished what we theught was eur enly judging fer best
sreup cestume. Buring the performance, we had beat Fritz seo
thereughly that he had ceme apart. We were in the hall eutside the
judsing reem re-assembling Fritz when twe everweight Trekkies
came areund the cernér and peintcd phasers at us. The tallest droasg
stared them dewn and sheek his head, "Ne." The Trekkies set the
message and turned and ran back the way they came. Abeut the same
time we were teld that the judges wanted 1@ séé us perierm a secend
time...

! A headnete is a mental ficldnete. Fer every written ficldnete there are a scere of headnetes that cennect te it. In
seme ways, héadnetes are as impertant as ficldnetes; written ficldnetes serving as jegs for the anthrepelegist s
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Hézirivts: Mapléces Léstér atid Anidvéw

There were twe chairs and an end table at each end of'the hall that
overieeked the ballreem. Andréw and I were sitting there. Then we
neticed three very fat Trekkies running dewn the hall teward us.
Andrew and I beégan 1o speculate as te whether or net they weuld be
ablc te nesetiate the turn and, it net, which enc ef'us weuld be
crushed te death under 908 peunds of Trekkie..”

I think that this is sufficient éneugh te suppert the pesitien that the dreegs, Leéster, and Andréw
were in all prebability attending the same Maplecen cenventien.

Se, the dreegs and the Slandersheet teak place in the Fall of 1979 at Maplecen 2. The dreegs
weuld attend many ether cenventiens between Maplecen 2 and Nercascen 2 in 1988. Se, the
Maplecen Slandersheet had been written in my apartment in Terente just days sefere the
cenventien in 1979 (this makes sense as Lester and I lived within walking distance frem each
ether at this time). The reasen why I didn’t héar any breuhaha frem the BNFs of Terente is
because 1) I wasn't part of that innér circle and 2) after Neréascen 2 I meved back te the buris te
finish eff these twe high scheel credits. The enly fan activity I was invelved in during the Fall
of 1988 was that I weuld ceme dewn te the menthly fan party hested by ene of the Terente
BNFs and it was there that I heard abeut the stir that the Slandersheet had caused. When I
meved back te Terente (albeit Bewnsview) in January of 1981 and teld Lester, the idea for Swill
was sern. Swill #1 was published just in time fer the Felbruary fan party; I breught aseut 16 te
15 cepies of Swill te give away and I alse printed up abeut fifty cepics of the Slandérsheet te
hand eut.

®: se I think.

It is the best réecenstructien ef events that I can create that fits with what I recall, what ethers
have recalled, and the enly supperting decument that I have at hand (the date that T efficially
cempleted grade 13). A cepy of Miriad #2 (which I think has a picture ef me in dreeg cestume
in it) which was published in September 1988 weuld add furthér suppert as weuld a cepy of
Swill #1 as it weuld centain the Maplecen beycett flyer.

But memery is a fickle thing. This is a cenceérn as my héadnetes, based en my past activity as a
fan, are a starting peint fer this research preject. The question is; will my memaery pass a CRC
(cyclical redundancy check)?

? This incidént weuld ¢ the gérm for the infameus “Fat Far® articlé that ran in Swill #2.



Pissitis ot 2 Bilé of Old
Natés and Quériés ot 2 SF
Cetivénties

Néil Jamiesen-Willias

There is a2 beek that used te be indispensisle for secial anthrepelegists planning their fieldwerk
entitled Neotes and Queries en Anthrepelegy that was published by the Reyal Anthrepelesical
Institute.” The RAI ceased publication of this beek in the 1968's as theerctical perspectives had
changed. Netes and Queries fit well with the paradigm (or theeretical perspective) of Structural-
Functienalism which deminated British anthrepelegy fer mest of the early te middle 26th
century. In using the beek, the anthrepelegist weuld classify the culture they were studying
under headings such as Secial Structure, Ritual and Belief, Secial Life of the Individual, etc.
There weuld e subheadings under each of the headings. Within the Structural-Functienalist
paradigm, the anthrepelegist weuld identify and analyse the secial structures of a culture and
then examine hew these structures functien (er dysfunctien) fer the culture as a whele and for
the individuals within that culture. As I have already said, nebedy really werks within this
paradigm teday; but, semetimes it remains a useful "jumping off" peint. That is, it dees net hurt
te use this appreach fer categerising and classification -- se leng as yeu rémain aware that these
categeries and classificatiens are aritrary at their werst and secial censtructiens at their best (in
ethér werds, se leng as yeu remain aware that yeu created them in the first place).

In terms of structure, a science fictien cenventien is réally ne different than any ether annual
public special event. The everall structure of a thrée-day science fictien cenveéntien is éssentially
the same as that ef a three-day académic cenference; seme form of pregramming during the day
(werksheps, panels, lectures, présentations, sessions), seme fermal events in the evening
(screenings, puls crawl, keynete speaker, dance, cencert), and a culminating event -- that usually
takes place en the evening of the secend day (masquérade, dance, banquet, awards ceremeny,
keynete address). Infermal pregramming will ¢ erganised by the participants te the event -- the
attendees of the cenference or cenventien -- that take the ferm of reem parties, puls crawls, sing-
a-lengs, karaeke, etc. The structure ef these types special event is easy te detérmine; mest have a

*Iam a Fellow of the RAIL



printed pregramme boek that is previded te the attendees and seme spécial events retain the
pregramme beoeks of previeus years en their welbsite.

The primary functien ef an annual public special event is that it brings tegether a large sroup of
diverse people whe alse share a cemmen interest or intérests tegether, face-te-face, for a peried
of a few days. It creates a kind of temperary cemmunity. Fer special évents that have been
running centinueusly fer tén er mere years, the event itself creates a temperally cyclical face-te-
face cemmunity. There will se people whe attend the event every year, whe enly really interact
with the friends that they knew threugh the event, at the eveént itself. Hewever, there will always
e people for whe this event is their very first ene attended, or the first event deveted te this
specific interest, or the first event eutside of their lecality/region -- in ether werds, pecople whe
arrive at the event as strangers. Seme events deal with strangers and newlsies better than ethers.
Académic cenferénces aré net the best with this, there may e a "mixér éveént" the first evéning
of the cenference (or often the evening before the cenference as these attending frem far away
will ténd te arrive the night before the cenference starts) te act as an icebreaker. Hewever, the
seneral attitude is that yeu are a srewn up academic, yeu will be ale te negetiate this yeurself.
Newbies are often uncensideéred secause they are suppesedly taken care of. A first year graduate
student er senier undersraduate student will usually have atténded because the prefesser whe is
their superviser/adviser has sugsested that they attend and that usually means that that prefesser
is alse in attendance; se it is assumed that there is a réspensible academic present te instruct the
newlsies. Seme of the larger cenferences have pregramming and sessiens specifically for
undérsraduate attendees -- which sert of acts as a "daycare" or "kiddie table". Science fictien
cenveéntiens deal with strangers and newlies quite well, siven that there is ne assumption that
there is semebedy acting as "the adult" for these nees. Thus, it is seen as an individual cheice --
the nee makes their ewn decision as te whether or net they atténd the panels and/er eveénts that
are there te assist the precess of enculturating them inte a generalised versien of the sciénce
fictien fan subculture.

My first impression, after atténding Pelaris 25, is that -- frem a structure and functien P@V --
things haven't really changed very much. Bees that mean everything is the same? Ne, it dees
net.

There is a greatér age range than in the past, evén for a media SF cenvention. @r, perhaps it
weuld e mere cerrect te say that the under 19's are staying en inte the evening and night. In the
past, this crewd weuld eithér vanish te the mevié and gaming reems aftér the regular
pregramming énded areund 7 - & PM eor simply se heme. Teday, they are still abeut until the
last panel ends (which in the case of Pelaris is at 2:68 AM). With SF cens being net entirely an



adult event, this meéans that the underage attendees have te be accommedated with late, late
pregramming, an all-ages masquerade, and ne punk er heavy metal music played at the dances
(unléss the seng has aselutely ne swear werds).*

There variety in type of mediafen has increased sreatly. @f ceurse, time has passed and there
have seen many successful SF franchises since the year 1986 -- back then, there was just Star
Trek (T@S and animated), Star Wars, Battlestar Galactica, and Decter Whe. It was a time péried
when all mediafen ceuld se lumped tegether as ene group (nete: the same ceuld be said of the
literary fen of the same time péried). Se, the "fragmenting" that everybedy is talking aseut is
real; this is preminent in the diversity ameng mediafen as everybedy has their faveurite
televisien series and seme peeple are exclusive fans of that particular series -- I am net saying
that these fans will net watch any ether SF series, but, they will enly purchase items related te
their seriés. This means that there are new mere distinct segments within meédia fandem and that
makes the task sefere any anthrepelegist mere daunting; the effert te censtruct a helistic acceunt
of the subculture becemes mere difficult. That said, the trénd was already present in the early
1928's with the small, but neticeable divide between Star Trek and Star Wars fans; with mere SF
televisien séries having seen preduced since then, it is a legical extrapelatien that this
segmentation weuld eccur within mediafen. Yet, a leese unity éxists everall -- everyene has a
cemmen intérest in SF & F media.

®ne of the eother differences frem the past is that Pelaris, a SF media cenventien, has made
accemmedatiens te the literary fan. Theére is seme pregramming that is fecuséd en the print
medium, net a let, but seme. In a way, this is kind of a rele reversal as I recall the days when at
a literary cenventien thére weuld e a few pregramming items put en te accemmedate the
mediafen.

Anime and cestuming and cesplay are mere separate, but allicd fandems, than they were in the
past. As a side nete, the term cesplay is net a térm I récall frem my eld fan days. The
definitions T have gleaned are that it is ferm of cestumed perfermance art that emersged within
anime fandem and spread te SF fandem. If I have the térm defined cerréctly, then what we did,
way back, as A Cleckwerk @range dreegs was mere cesplay than cestuming. Anime alse has
their ewn cenventiens, as dees cestuming, as dees filk. Which brings me te anether difféerence
frem the past -- a decline in filking, at léast at Pelaris. There did net appear te be an official late,
late night filk reem erganised (I den't knew if thére was an unefficial ene) and the efficial filking

*1 am making the assumptien that the same care is taking place in régards te Rap family of music subgenres...



in the pregramme was in the early eveéning. Theére were net a lot of peeple invelved and mest
appcearcd to be 48 plus years of age and singing filks that drew upen the Star Trek franchise enly.
Perhaps this is unigque te the Pelaris cenventien, or mayle it is a trend within mediafen in sgeneral
(theugh it ceuld se acress the beard -- I'll check that eut at SFCentarie).

As a medium sized mediafén cenventien, Pelaris was what I éxpected. There was the fecus en
seeing the stars, and lining up fer autegraph sessiens, purchasing efficial meérchandise, and all
that which gees with a mediafan cenventien. Hewever, the eveérall atmesphere was fannish.
Wifferent, but fannish.



. > - Fo— . .
Flessins 2 Wéad Tré

Befinitierial Parainétérs. ..

Néil Jainiésen-Williams

And new fer semething cempletely different... Semething se very unSwill-like... Semeéthing
that flies in the face of the eriginal spirit @f Swill... An admissien of errer and a retractien. The
errer? Native bias.

Back when I was a fan, I was a literary fan. Itended te see SF fandem threugh that lens.
Hewever, I alse liked media SE and had friends whe were media fans. Se, even theugh I am
examining SF fandem as an académic, I have te se wary of my native bias.

I am an eutside-insider. I am a fermer insider whe is new eutside of the greup. That means that
I am still aware of a lot of the inner knewledge of the sreup, hew it epérates, its slang, etc.
Hewever, that insider knewledge is net current, is dateéd, and may ne lenger be valid. I am alse,
as being eutside, net in the loop as te the burning issues of the day — theugh seme of the old
issues remain within seme segments of the sreup pepulatien. Se, altheugh I am studying this
sreup with epén eyes and a clinical view; I retain seme blindeérs frem my days as an insidér.
®ne particular blinder has te de with the definition of “whe is a fan?’

T have te retract, or at 1east be mere inclusive, than I was in the prévieus issue. Seme of my
readers will net agree with me, but there is a streng precedent — eutside of SF fandem — that I
will be drawing upen. Fer the anthrepelesist, when it cemes te defining identity (which is what
the question is all abeut) it is a situatien where the majority dees rule. Hew the majerity of a
culture, er subculture, define theéir idéntity is the definitien weé go with. It is the definitien of
identity that is répresentative of the culture. Gene are the days when the anthrepelegist themself
defined the identity of the culture, er when they accepted the definition of the elite sreup within
that culturé. This means that differént segments within a culture can have different definitions of
identity — eften this is céntral te what makes them a different segment. This is the situatien
within SF fandem, like it er net.

Befere I go further, I want te previde an example frem my earlier research en a different
sulbculture that is very applicable te the situatien within SF fandem. That subculture is Medérn
9



Pasanism, with particular emphasis en the Wiccan religien. There are twe majer greupings
within the Wiccan religion; BTW (British Traditienal Wicca) and Eclectic Wicca. The term
BTW is a térm created sy British Traditienal Wiccans while the term Eclectic Wicea is a term
created by academics. Since, at 1east, the 1968 sWiccans have been debating ameng
themselves, often vehemently, the question of, “whe is 2 Wiccan?’ The earliest Wiccans, BTW,
claim that enly these persens whe have been initiated inte ene of their traditiens (religious
erders) can call themselves Wiccan. The later Eclectic Wiccans state that their traditiens are alse
Wiccan — they include BTW inte their definitien of Wicca. Even theugh BTW are the feunding
traditiens within the Wiccan religien, Eclectic Wiccans new far eutnumber them. It is Eclectic
Wicca that has the mest influence and centrel within the Wiccan religien, mere or less; it sets a
little muddy and cemplex, s we will leave it at that fer the purpeses of this celumn.

Decs any of this seund familiar?

The retraction I weuld like te make centres en the fellewing cemment I made in the last issue
regarding the four male principles in the televisien series The Big Bang Theery. I said:

While all feur have cemic seek cellections, figurine cellections, watch a
lot of science fictien and fantasy media, play a let of science fictien and
fantasy based games, and appear te have read seme science fictien and
fantasy, the enly “fan activity” that they participate in is that they attend
CemicCen annually. Wees this make them fans? In my view, ne;
CemicCen is a trade shew. Trade shews are essentially events that act as
temperary retail eutlets targeted at a specific er at specific censumer
audiences. Attending the Heme Shew deés net make you 2 heme
decerating fan; neither dees attending CemicCen. Hewever, I am willing
te se flexible and accept that pérhaps, ene ceuld say the Big Bang Theery
feurseme are marginal fans — theugh I still think they aré mere heavy
senre censumers than they are fans.

At Pelaris, I had a léngthy discussien en this sulsject with a pérsen en the cencem. They related
this stery aseut an event he attended in New Yeork City. I cannet recall the actual event, but it
was a last minuteé eévent, and ené that required yeu te wait in line all night — at least — for
admissien.
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Headnete: Pelaris 25 The NYC Event

The line was hug, it went areund the building and further.
Seme pceple had arrived prepared with chairs and sleeping
bags and ether gear. Seme had net. Theéreé was an excitement
in the air. We félt bondcd on seme level These in line
nesetiatcd place-helders and pceple startcd meving up and
deown the line talking, sharing. Seme of us began te call it
LineCen...

Therefere, I weuld like te retract and refermulate seme of my cemments frem Issue #9 en the
subject of heavy genre censumers vs fans. As an anthrepelegist studying fandem it is net my
rele te answer the question "whe is a fan?" anymere than it was my rele te determine "whe is a
Wiccan?" when I was réséarching Medeérn Pagans. It is the pepulation under study that actually
makes these decisions; my rele is te ebserve and describe hew the subculture defines itself and
illustrate that there are multiple definitions in eperatien within the subculture. As it is within
Medern Paganism, there aré multiple definitiens of identity within the SF fan sulbculture. These
definitiens of identity are layered and many of the boundaries are blurred. I will start with the
mest inclusive and meve te the mest exclusive. The terminelegy I am using is previsienal and
epcn te further discussien.

Genire cenispmeérs: These individuals censume science fiction and fantasy centent in a variety of
mediums frem print te televisien te gaming, etc. They alse have an interést in sciénce fiction
and fantasy cellectables. They may atténd cenventiens like Cemic Cen er Sci-Fi Fan Expe.
Beeple within this sreup de net identify themselves as SF fans.

Fants: These individuals censume sciénce fictien and fantasy centént in a variety of mediums
frem print te televisien te gaming, etc. They alse have an intérest in science fictien and fantasy
cellectables. They regularly atténd cenventiens like Cemic Cen er Sci-Fi Fan Expe. Peeple
within this sreup identify themselves as SF fans; the male feurseme frem The Big Bang Theery
weuld fit in this categery.

Active Fatts: These individuals censume science fictien and fantasy centent in a variety of
mediums frem print te televisien te gaming, etc. They may alse have an interest in science
fictien and fantasy cellectalles. They may atténd or they may regularly atténd fan-run
cenventiens like Pelaris and Ad Astra -- they may alse atténd cenventiens like Cemic Cen or
Sci-Fi Fan Expe. They may participate the erganisatien and running ef fan-run cenvéntiens.
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They may participate in genre based enline ferums, newsgreups, Facebeok pages, Twitter feeds,
etc. They may participate in writing fan fictien, blegs, netwerking sites, and fanzines. They
may create crafts, visual art ferms, and perfermance art forms related te the genre. They may
netwerk and erganise within the fan cemmunity. Peeple within this sreup identify themselves as
SF fans. Maest literary fans and media fans weuld fall inte this categery.

Traditiental Fang: These individuals censume science fictien and fantasy centent with an
emphasis upen the print medium, theugh they may censume science fictien and fantasy centent
frem ether mediums. Theéy may alse have an interest in sciénce fictien and fantasy cellectalles.
They may participate in genre based enline ferums, newsgreups, Facebeok pages, Twitter feeds,
etc. They may participate in writing fan fictien, blegs, netwerking sites, and fanzines. They
may create crafts, visual art ferms, and perfermance art ferms related te the genre. They may
netwerk and erganise within the fan cemmunity. They rarely attend SF cenventiens and if they
de, they enly attend fan-run cenventiens. Peeple within this sreup identify themselves as SF
fans.

All fans are genre censumers sut net all genre censumers are fans; all active fans are fans, sut
net all fans are active fans; all traditienal fans are active fans, but net all active fans are
traditienal fans. All traditienal fans censider themselves te be true fans and all ether categeries
te e fake fans er senre censumers. All active fans censider themselves te e true fans and
include traditienal fans as seing true fans, while fans are viewed as being fake fans er genre
censumeérs. Fans weuld view beth active fans and traditienal fans as beéing fans and may tend te
view genre censumers as alse being fans -- they have ne netien of the cencept of a true fan.
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Advertising Supplement

Precamble:

Uncle Swill knows what some of
you are thinking... Fanzines
are so last century. That's how

fans used to communicate before
there was email, Internet,
blogs, and Facebook. Why would
you even want create a fanzine
today? Well, why would you want
to create a blog? At the core,
the reasons are pretty much the
same.

A web log (blog) is a type of
website maintained by an
individual (or sometimes a
group) that contain commentary
on a particular subject,
descriptions of events, and
other material -- usually a blog
contains text, images, and links
to other sites. Most, but not
all, are emergent in that they
are interactive; visitors are
allowed to leave comments about
blog content, comments left by
other visitors, and instant
message other visitors. In this
respect, a blog can be seen as
being atemporal.

Uncle Swill's Guide
Bo Creating Your
Qusn Fanzine

A fanzine is a type of
publication maintained by an
individual (or sometimes a
group) that contain commentary
on a particular subject,
descriptions of events, and
other material -- usually a
fanzine contains text, images,
and LoC (Letters of Comment).
LoCs allow for a form of
emergent content to take place;
however, at a far slower pace
than what can occur within a
blog. Most fanzines, but not
all, tend to be static and
sequential; each issue of a
fanzine is a unique entity,
followed by another issue that
is itself a separate entity --
collectively, each of those
issues combined creates the
whole that is the fanzine. It
is this that distinguishes the
fanzine from the blog as a
unigque contemporary literary
form.

So, here is the big question;
Uncle Swill asks, "Do you want
to do the same thing that over
150 million people are doing
worldwide or do you want to do

Advertising Supplement
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something different, something
that only several thousand
people are engaged in?" If you
answered that you wanted to do
something different, fanzine
publication could be for you.

Getting Stanted

So, what's it going to be,
then... What do you want to
write about? Only you know that
answer. Perhaps you have a
favourite SF television series,
a favourite series of novels, an
opinion on the casting of Actor
X as the protagonist in the film
adaptation of Novel Z, a grudge
over something that happened at
last year's convention, some
original fiction/poetry you have
written, an oped piece on the
Hugo Award nomination process, a
slice of life personal
reflection, etc. It is all up
to you; but, if you are going to
publish a fanzine (or do a
blog), you will have to write
some content.

And in this you are completely
and totally free. You can write
a fanzine that is essentially a
public diary or stream of
consciousness segments, or it
can have a specific topic range
(e.g. the works of Larry Niven,
or 1990's British space opera),
or it can take a particular
stance politically (with a
narrow focus as in issue X
within Canadian fandom or a
wider focus as in issue Y within

SF fandom and its connexion to
the Occupy Movement or just a
general political stance that
can be linked to fandom, to the
works of particular authors, and
events in the world), or certain
themes that you devise (a
cycberpunk issue, a Gor issue,
etc.), etc. The doors are wide
open.

You are going to have to give
your fanzine a name. It would
probably be good to take a
browse of Bill Burns' site
http://efanzines.com just to
make certain that you don't
choose the same name as a major
fanzine of forty years ago.

Once you have your title, you
should come up with your
fanzine's "masthead" -- the font
and orientation that the fanzine
title will appear in on your
front cover.

Sthuctune

The general structure for a
fanzine is this:

Front Cover (usually has
artwork, but not mandatory)

Table of Contents (optional)

Content (editorial, articles,
humour, artwork/comics,
poetry...)

LoCs (optional)

Back Cover (usually has artwork,
but again, not mandatory)
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Advertising Supplement

Contact Information (email
usually, or postal address) --
somewhere within the fanzine
(your choice)

This is just a general structure
of what would be in a typical
fanzine. However, take or toss
whatever feels right to you in
this structure. The freedom to
innovate is yours.

Publication

Once you have written/edited
your fanzine, designed the
layout and the artwork, and all
that stuff; it is time to
publish. This is easier than
ever. In all probability, the
software that has been used for
editing, composition, and layout
of your fanzine will allow you
to save the final product as a
pdf file (if it doesn't, there
exists freeware converters that
can be downloaded). Once you
have your fanzine as a pdf you
should contact Bill Burns at
billb@efanzines.com about
hosting your fanzine on the
efanzines.com website (it's
free). And voila, you have
published your first fanzine.

Jybnida

Just because you have published
a fanzine, doesn't mean that
your fanzine cannot have a

website, a blog, or a Facebook
presence -- many do. If that

suits you and how you view your
fanzine; then do it. A more
low-tech hybrid are those
fanzines that publish one or
more issues a year that are only
available in the print medium
(the other issues being
available online). There are
also very few fanzines that
occasionally publish an issue in
another medium, e.g. an all
audio issue as a podcast.
Finally, while not a hybrid
form, there are a few people out
there who are so committed to
the print medium that their
fanzines are only available as
printed on paper and sent via
post.

So kids, that's how you create
your very own fanzine. Fanzine
publication is a contemporary
hobby that is a part of many
subcultures -- from sports fans
to comic book fans, from punk
rockers to wargamers -- which
has a long history within
science fiction fandom. Just
remember to also have fun.

Swill @ 38

swill.uldunemedia.ca
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Serikklitis ot thé Beg Wall:
Léttérs of Commert

Néil Jainiésen-Williams

As I write this, there are three leng [.eCs that have been received. My cemments are in red.

Re: Swill @ 38 #9 Summer 2811 new availaisle

Frem: "Taral Wayne"

Bate: Tue, July 19, 2611 4:65 pm

Te: swill@uldunemedia.ca

Having a little treuble sending. This make the third attempt.

Hi Taral. 1did receive all three émails, theugh the secend attempt was enly partial. 1 guéss that
my mail server didd tlike yeur mail sérver that day...

That has get te e the mest off-putting and difficult te read type fent ever. Except for maylbe
this, er perhaps this. But, yes, I set the jeke. There were even ene or twe fanzines whese
stencils were werse.

Mere mail server idiesyncrasies... I didd trécéive yeur examples in the fents yeu used, but I am
very well aware that it is a difficult fent. But, that is the whele peint. The fent is mere readaisle
if yeu enlarge it, ene of the reasens for publishing Swill as a pdf. The fent is set in stene feor
what will ge up en the welbsite; hewever, for the select few (such as yourself) whe receive Swill
via émail, as ef this issue yeu will récéive it in seth the real Swill vérsien and @ld Fart versien —
yeur cheice as te which versien yeu cheese te read.

The issues yeu discuss are far fram new. SF fans were questioning their identity and where
fandem was seing way sack when I first st invelved, and the téndéncy has grewn. Se, yeu
may net be shecking peeple as much as you think. Much ef my ewn fanwriting ef late has seen
an attempt te try te understand traditienal fandems réal place in the universe, beoth as in
insignificant ameunt ef signal neise and as semething gquite distinct frem 166,888 pcople at San
Dicge Comics Cen stampeding te buy the latest Star Wars actien figure er Marvel cemic
adaptatien of 2 mevie adapting a2 Marvel cemic beek. There aré ne simple answers, as theére
might se for "whe is a Presbyterian" or "what is the Nazi Party," unfertunately. Eveén the mest
hidebound eld-timer in fandem prebaibly enjeyed episedes of Star Trek. What he ebjected te
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was the Trekkie whe had ne ether experience with sciénce fictien ether than Kirk, Speck and
McCey, and mistakenly believed the TV shew was the erigin of éverything frem character
humeur te transperter beams.

I tackle the issue of “whe is a fan?’ again in the Flegging 2 Wead Trekkie celumn. Yeu
presably wed tlike what I have te say, theugh. Identity questiening has certainly been areund
for seme time in fandem and I agree it is nething new. Iam appreaching it frem the pesition of
an @utside —Insider (2 fermer insider leeking at fandem with an eutside? sP@®V) and therefore I
have te strive te be inclusive as well as ratienal, legical, and fair. Idid net think my raising the
question weuld be shecking at all; this incarnatien ef Swill deés net seck te sheck and disturl,
theugh it will net pull back frem making elservatiens that seme may find disturbing.

I, myself, am quite partial te varieus SF teys and medel spaceships. If it didn't cest as much as a
new Ferd Fecus, I've leve te have all of Star Trek T@S, TNG, and BS9 en BVE. But, I
recegnized it as a additien te SF ratheér than an end in itself. @ddly, I'm mere partial te Star Trek
than anything that came after. It did have seme unigque features -- for media SF anyway. It was
mere theusghtful, and less dependent en huge explesions and mane ¢t mane énceunters between
alpha male acters. It tended te accept the strange and nevel, rather than cast it in the rele of
villainy. When it cemes te TV SF, I far mere enjoycd Red Bwarf te Stargate or the new
Babylen 5, which mainly perpetuated science fictien stercetypes.

I am a heretic in regards te media SE. Ireally de net have a faveurite series. @f the super-
franchises I, like yeurself, prefer Trek ever Star Wars. I actually liked Babylen 5 and leved the
first 4 series of Red Wwarf. My tastes in media SF are quite eclectic, theugh I de watch a fair bit
of British fare.

The cen yeu mentiened atténding in 1974, was presably FanFair Ill in 1975. There really were
ne SF cens in Terente in 1975. There was a cemics cen up in Yerk University, but enly FanFair
II and 1T were held at the King Eddy. FFII was in 1972, I selieve.

Yeu are net the enly enc te cemment en this and it weuld definitely appear te be FanFair III that
was my first cenveéntien.

I have just aseut fergetten that nensense with the fake "Beycett Maplecen" flyer. At the time, I
think I may have been editing the @SFiC néwszine again, and first we héard of the beycett was
®ttawa fandem's eutraged reaction. It was astenishing that they teek yeur flyer at face value and
never asked anyene what they knew abeut it. But the @SES peeaple alréady had 2 srudge against
the Terente clul, that seems based mainly en misguided attempts te give them advice in the
early days. They didn't feel they needed any advice, for ene thing. Fer anether, in
recemmeénding that a cértain individual e take with a grain ef salt, that individual teek
undérstandaisle umbrage, and was apparéntly sreatly respeécted by the @SES crewd. I guéss they
had te find eut fer themselves that he actually was a2 derk. Whatever... After a couple of years,
nesedy theught much ef the hestility between Terente and @ttawa fan greups. Seme of the

14



pceple fram T.@. went te Maplecen and enjeyed it, same frem @ttawa came te Ad Astras and
had 2 seed time. These of us, like myself, whe were net sreatly inte cens, didn't se te either.
Frankly, I had better things te de with the meney than listen te peeple yatter abeut science fictien
writers.

@kay, that adds seme centext te the Maplecen Slandersheet. I was always surprised that @SFS
actually believed that @SFiC did write the flyer; the fact that there was an existing feud between
the twe erganisatiens prevides seme ratienal — they wanted te believe that @SFiC was
respensisle.

I think yeu exaggerate hew pissed off anyene in @SFiC might have been. We were likely mere
anneyed with @SFS's jumping te cenclusiens.

I was pretty much eut of the leep régarding what went en within Terente BNFdem at the time. I
knew that they were angry abeut the Slandersheet and aseut Swill, but all ef this came te me
third er feurth hand. It was enly when I meved te Vanceuver that I discevered what a big
breuhaha [ had created. Hewever, I new believe that this was éxaggeration and “breken
telephene’ ef the news travelling the fannish grapevine te Vanceuver.

Net really much mere te say. Fandem is still areund, and seme ferm of it is little te pérsist -- as
yeu say, peeple still read boeks. A slightly yeunger crewd has takeén ever running the majer
cenventiens, and are eager te follow the same reute that Lecus and Starship did. They want te
e big fish in 2 bigger pend, with attendance figures a little cleser te what SBC and Bragencen
have. Te this end, they've seen ditching traditienal fandem as fast as they can. Yeu wen't get
any cleser te kissing J.K, Rewling's er Tim Pewer's ass by asseciating with riff raff, after all.
They already dream of the Huge cérémenies being shewn en Fex news. @h hum. Been there,
denc that, net tee eéxciting. But seme peeple relish being in the spetlight. After all this time I
find I prefer werk evér schmeezing.

Well, I weuldd tclassify traditienal fandem as “riff raff” . Exactly what de yeu mean by the
térm “traditienal fandem” 7 Nermally, I weuld assume that yeu are reférring te litérary fandem;
hewever, yeur cemments aseut SE cenventiens in geneéral (an activity engaged in by literary fen)
may méan yeu are talking abeut seme segment within litérary fandem.

It eccurs te me te add that it's ne surprisé than académics study fandem, and get it wreng.
They've been studying it at least since that yelbse, Fredric Wertham, wrete "The Werld of
Fanzines." Présumably, fandem was beneath netice before that. His beek was much dreaded
when news breke that he had taken an interést in fandem. We assumed it weuld e a hatchét job,
like the ene dene en cemics in the 1958s. In a way, it was werse. Br. Wertham appreved of
fanzineés and fandem. Unfertunately, he alse hadn't a clue aseut the differénce setween cemics,
film and SF fandem, and glisly cenfused them threugheut the beek. Like many anethér expert,
he ceuldn't be beothered te actually ask anyene whe might really knew the sulsject te vet his
manuscript.
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Well, ene of the purpeses of reviving Swill is te use the fanzine as a ferm of dialegue between
myself and the fanzine segmeént of SF fandem. In additien te participant esservatien I will alse
be conducting a twe surveys and a series of fermal interviews. Therefere, there will se input
frem several segments of the current Canadian SF fan cemmunity in my study. Werthani s
research metheds for the Werld of Fanzines appear te have been based upen an availability
sample of fanzines peeople sent te him — largely frem peeple whe didd tknew whe he was (i.e.
they didd tknew him as the auther ef Seductien ef the Inneceént) — that he perfermed centént
analysis en. @ne of my issues with the entire discipline of psychelegy is the use of small sample
sizes frem which the data is then generalised te entire pepulations er all of humanity witheut
factering in secial and cultural centext.

There is, in fact, enly enc pessible distinctien that SF fandem has. Net "unity." As yeu rightly
stated, fandem has never been unified, net even when its numbers ceuldn't pessibly have tepped
a few hundred. But it didn't matter if you had never met Bel Tucker or if you disliked Sam
Meskewitz er if yeu had néver read anything by Francis Tewnér Laney. Yeu knew of them.
Likely they knew of you, if yeu had been areund a2 while and dene anything at all of nete.
Fandem wasn't unified. but it was a fairly tight little cemmunity. @thér fandems might e like
that, fer all [ knew. All it really takes is te e small eneugh that everyene is knewn te everyene
else - like a2 small tewn. But as special interest sreups grew large, this becemes impessisle. The
fandem secs on, but it becomes mere like being 2 member of Beatles fandem, or table-tep
railreading, where it is ene of mayle hundreds of quite separate communities. Fer better or
werse, SF fandem has leng since passed the tipping peint.

Yes, that has leng since passed. It had already leesing that small tewn feel in the 1988 sand had
beceme regienalised. The success of the genre esutside of the print medium has resulted in a
substantial grewth and change within SF fandem — I think that yeu will enly find that sert ef
tight cemmunity within the segments of SF fandem that rémain small, ¢.g. Canadian fanzine
fandem er fans of an ebscure (prebably fercisn) ST series.

Seme ¢lements of traditienal fandem try te selider en. But they den't centrel the majer
institutiens of fandem, and are easily marginalized. Mest fans have never heard of the names en
the Huge ballets every year, and have ne idea whe the fan guests of heneur are. Many cens have
stepped having fan GeHs and have filk guests or cestume guests instead. This year's Werldcen
in Reéne has ne Fan GeH. Iden't knew if that's the first time for a Werldcen eor net. It is
certainly the way of the future. BPersenally, I find little satisfaction in being ene drep of water in
2 48 gallen tub, and prefer the eld fandem that was small eneugh that everyene mattered. It's
still areund, but graying fast, and ne lenger véry influential with the se-called Big Tent fandem
that is evelving.

Again, what de yeu mean by “traditienal fandem” 7 Certainly litérary SF fandem has beceme
“marginalised’ in that they are ne lenger the céntre ner de they actively centrel fandem; they
have becoeme a segment of the SF fan subculture.
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August 2
Kevin Bavies
Hi Neil,

Great te see Swill is back! I've been reading swill@38 9. I agree with what yeu say aseut
fandem teday being "balkanised". It was already happening when we entered fandem.

Hi Kevin. Yes, I agree that the “balkanisatien” was already underway when we were the “kids’
in the Terente fan cemmunity.

After running GVSTACON in 1979 I was taken aside several times by varieus 'in the knew' fans
and given their interpretation of the histery of fandem and what was currently geing wreng --
rarély what was geing right... At that time the big threat was that media fans (ef which I was
censidered ene) were infiltrating fandem and ‘pelluting’ *true* litérary fandem -- of which the
speaker was usually a representative. The ethér cencern was that the new entrants inte fandem
censtituted a 'disturbing ferce' that was affecting undesiralle change te the established erder.

Indeed, you evil mediafan. Yeu were a pelluter of the “precieus bedily fluids’ of literary —
therefere true — fandem. And I was a fellew traveller; a literary fan that alse enjeyed media SF
and didrd tunderstand what all ef the fuss was abeut. Hewever, I weuld take the literary “true
fan” stance when cenfrented with mediafen whe believed that series like Battlestar Galactica or
Buck Regers in the 257 Ceéntury were the epiteme of what SF was and sheuld se. Heweveér, I
was alse uncertain as te what the established erder actually was and hew ene ceuld beceme a
part of it? AsIremember, it was mere of being part of an age set than anything else; even as a
literary fan, ene thing was certain, I was tee yeung te evér beceme a member of the in-greup.

This is typical ef any cleséd 'seciety’ or greup. There is initially résistance, an attempt at
disceuraging undesirable activity and cenversien ("Get these media fans reading..."), then finally
a2 cembinatien ef 'feuds' and resignation (or withdrawal) as the changes inevitasly preceed.

Quite cerrect.

Humans are a tribal species. We are mest cemfertable when we knew the names of everyene in
eur cemmunity and are cenfident that their epiniens and behavieurs alisn with eur ewn. Mest
alse irratienallirratienally assume that their trilse is superier te all ethers -- it seems te be 2
human trait designed te comfert eurselves that we've made the ‘cerrect' decision abeut whe te
asseciate with. As seen as any sreup's memiership increases te the peint where there are
'strangers in eur midst', the secial niceties break dewn and peeple beceme increasingly hestile te
these they den't knew -- alse the diléemma of large pepulation centres.

Agreement in part, such as the general cencept; disagreement in specifics — but this is net the
venue for an academic lecture en the anthrepelesy of secial erganisatien.
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As te the question of whe is a fan, I believe that ene must engage secially with ethérs with
shared interests (which may invelve enc or mere fan activities) te be censidered a fan (i.e.,
simply censuming the centent that is celebrated by a group of fans is net sufficient te se a part of
2 'fandem' fer that centent).

I have revised my pesitien en this (see Flegging a Wead Trekkie celumn) which yeu may still
agree with, er perhaps net.

As SF secame increasingly pepular te the masses threugh film and TV it attracted ever mere
peeple te conventiens and cluls, thus accelerating the rate of change and increasing the
disaffection experienced by the established 'members' of fandem -- especially as fans divided
inte smaller special interest groups.

The intérnet previded the means for all these desperate 'tribes’ within fandem te interact witheut
the need te seek the appreval of the éstablished fans. Everyene ceuld de their ewn thing with
wheever they wanted te. Special intérest asseciations, 'zines, and cenventiens thrived. This was
bad for the centrel freaks and these whe wanted te see their cemfertable status que preserved
(whatever it was); it was sreat eppertunity fer everyene else.

Agreed. It allewed for the “satekeepers’ and the centrel freaks and the fannish theught pelice te
e completely bypassed.

I suspect that mass media and the intérnet have had this fragmentatien effect en many ether
secial sreups (¢.g., mystéry fans, quilters, herrer fans, gardeners, cestumers, cemic fans, car
cellecters, film fans, gamers, ¢tc.). I see it as a perfectly natural pregressien of secial interaction
-- the result of sreater access te ether like-minded individuals.

Bye for new,

Kevin

August 7, 2811

Lleyd Penney

Wear Neil:

Many thanks fer Swill@38 issue 9, and new te see what I can make of it. I have seen invelved in
fandem fer nearly 35 years new, and I think that gives me a leek inte hew fandem thinks aseut
itself, and hew the elder fans aré reacting te the newer fans whe have discevéred this interesting
secial phenemenen, and are reshaping it in their ewn interésts.
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First of all...serry we didd tcennect at Pelaris 25. I think we were beoth pretty busy with what
was happening at the cenventien. I think we will have the chance at SFCentarie 2.

Yes, we both were. 'We sheuld se able te meet up at SFCentarie 2.

Iknew abeut Tercen 2 in 1973...1 was living just nerth ef Terente in @rillia. @f ceurse, I
ceuldsd tpessibly se, ne mency, and ne understanding parénts, anyway. In 1976, I alse heard
absout Terente Star Trek ° 78, but I ceuldd tge, same réasens. A meve eut te Victeria breught
VCen te my attentien, but still ne meney. I knew seme peeple criticize these whe se te varieus
cenventiens, sut the edds of hearing aseut cenventiens is sreater than hearing aseut clulss er
fanzines.

I ded tget this, either. That swhy I want Taral te give me a definitien for what he calls a
“traditienal fan’ . As far as I am cencerned, attending cenventiens is definitely fanac. And fer
these of us living in the burls and further eut frem the cesmepelitan céntres back thirty years
age, yeu weuld s¢ mere likely te hear abeut a cenventien than a SF cluls er fanzine. I enly
discevered the existénce of Bakka threugh attending cenventiens in Terente.

Genre censumers are all of what yeu list. Years age, I talked te John Rese, whe was then the
ewner of Bakka Beeks, the SF beekstere that is still areund under a slightly-changed name, and
he said that fandem really didd tadd much te his beek-selling business. He éstimated that lecal
fandem gave him less than 187 ef his annual business. Casual readers went te Bakka, and they
weuld eften leave with several hundred dellars in beeks. (Ceuldd tafferd that then er new.)
Jehn never did think much of fandem, and we didrd treally knew hew little he theught ef science
fictien until after he seld the stere.

I have altéred my viewpeint en the sénre censumers, slightly... Similar, but alse difféerent,
situatien with the ewners of the @ccult Sheppe in Terente; if they had te survive en enly the
annual business they receive fram the Medern Pagan cemmunity in Terente they weuld have
senc sankrupt decades age.

I am véry intérested in the psychelegy of fandem... why we act the way we de, why we treat
each ethers as badly as we de, and why de we tear dewn each ethe? sefferts. We ceuld se se
much better, and build en each ethe? ssuccesses, ratheér than feel envieus and diminished. T have
read seme of Camille Bacen-Smith swritings, and I came away feeling that my limited time and
invelvement in Star Trek fandem was in many ways mere pesitive and censtructive than my 36+
years in geneéral fandem. Seme may cemplain abeut the emphasis en literary fandem, but it is the
reet of fandem as a2 whele, geing back te Gernsback smagazines and the letter celumn in the
late 1928s. Everything must start semeéwhere. While elder fans may cemplain abeut fakefans
and greusing abeut the way things used te e, the veéry first fans had strict® membership
requiréments... Yeu had te have read every boek and magazine eut thére, and at that time, that
was quite pessible. You had te cerréspend with the SF magazines, and finally, yeu had te have a

19



werking science lal in yeur basement. Neot even the eld sreusing fans qualify fer the eriginal
fannish credentials.

Hmm... Tam mere intérested in greup behavieur than individual behavieur; but then, I mnet a
psychelesgist. Literary fandem is indéed the reet of S fandem. Fandem has expanded seyend
just literary fandem. Ided texcept the cencept of “fakefans’ as it implies that ene is pretending
te be a fan. If yeu have been drawn inte SF by the series Terra Neva and are new secial
netwerking en Facebeeok abeut science fictien, and yeu are tetally isnerant abeut fandem; yeu
are a2 nce mediafan, end of stery. Greusing is of little purpese —it sjust an example of the old
“in my day, yeu had te walk five miles te set te scheel..” rulbish that is always a préamble te
making, in ene way er anether, the statement that semething is wreng with the “yeung peeple
teday”’ .

Yeu meéntien semething aseut hew the press will twist whatever is presénted te them... ne
surprise there. I recemmend te mest cenventiens te list their conventiens in newspapér and
magazine listings, but net te invite 2 memiser of the press te the cenventien. The press is net your
friend er PR representative. They are there half te get the stery, but alse entertain the reader;
such is the medern press. The préss, in ceveéring any science fictien gathering or sreup will
autematically think ef us as nerds, seeks, freaks, étc. They rely en eold stercetypes that are 48 te
58 years old, and éven the yeunsg jeurnalists quickly ferget their esjectivity te make fun ef the
seeflalls in cestume. The visual quality ef the cestume attracts the jeurnalist and phetegrapher,
while the mere serieus and censtructive science fictien fan, net nearly as celeurful er attractive,
will e forgetten, if the jeurnalist and phetegrapher ever knew they were there. Inviting the press
te yeur event means inviting the press te reinferce their eld stercetypes, net enly for themselves,
but te the reader. We are nérds and secks enly because the press has teld their readers te think
that way. ( I have réad (and ewn) the Meskewitz and Warnér beeks yeu list in yeur reférences.
Alse, I am a graduate of the jeurnalism scheel at Ryersen University.)

And yeu alse werk fer the Glebe, I think. The average fan is net very celeurful; that gees for
mest ef us in seciéty. A suff male in his early twenties in a skimpy Barph the Barbarian cestume
is celeurful fer télévisien as petential eye candy and a everweight male in his late thirties
wearing a skimpy Barph the Barbarian cestume is celeurful as “leek at the weirde’ . The media
at a special event are thére for a pessible intérview with a name (¢.g. well knewn auther er
televisien star) and fer any “celeur” — freaks in cestume, etc.

I weuld agree that fandem has seen Balkanized inte small sreups, and that came aseut by peeople
demanding they the mere general fannish sreups pay mere atténtien te their intérest, and eften
devete mere time and meney inte premeting it. When the general fannish sreup is unwilling er
unalle te comply, ether greups break away te ferm their ewn clulss and cenventiens. It sege
and the suréty that my interest is superier. When Yvenne and I were busiér with lecal
cenventiens, we tricd eur best te cress the gaps between the fandems by assisting with their
sreups and cenventiens. When we helped with assémbling a labeur sase for the Terente in 2683
Werldcen bid, we weére able te draw frem all the lecal fandems, and peeple whe misht never
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have met actually werked tegether. We tricd eur best te pesitivé and censtructive; eften, eur
cfferts were scuttled by vested interésts...while we were on the bid for Terente in 2683, we were
net en the cemmittee for Tercen 3. The chairman ef the beard of dirécters teek a sreat dislike te
Yvenne and after seme ridiculeus anneuncements and disciplinary measures that didd twerk, I
was fired frem the cemmittee se he ceuld set rid of both of us. We teek the attitude that he really
didd thurt us, but enly hurt himself, and we still believe that te e true.

Greup pelitics and status climsing... Whether it sfandem, the SCA, or the @uter Wawa Curling
Club, it is always there.

Like anything else seciety creates te express itself, fandem will change ever time. A leek at
fandem every decade up te the present day shews that the fandem changes, and all the greusing
and carping wed tchange a thing. I resret that seme things have changed, but I have met and get
te knew many ef the néwer fans that have emerged ever the past few years. When I get inte lecal
fandem areund 1981, many ef the established fans sneered at me, and ethers tried te explain te
me why I wasd ta fan and never weuld be. I am determined net te be the same kind of grumpy
old fan fer the newcemers.

See what I said te Kevin. The enly way I ceuld have been a real fan was te have been born at
least ten years éarliér...

The letters...I will be digging again feor past issues of Swill. I will see what I ve set. I think I
might have been leoking in the wreng bex. It is different peeple staging CanCen 2811, but they
knew the @SFES crewd, and might be members of @SEFS. Geed te see there are mere issues here.
I am trying te se as esjective as I can heére (my journalism training misht help here), sut I will
try te rélay what I feel are the seed things abeut fandem. I seasy te take shets at the pempeus
and ever-impertant types, but there are alse many censtructive types whe have werked hard te
make sure we all enjey the goed times we have.

If yeu can find seme eld Swills, that weuld se wenderful... I agree, there are geed things abeut
fandem and a let of hard werk that gees en behind the scenés te erganise and run a cenveéntien.
Te e henest, I am still really leunging by the side of the peel with enly my tees in the water.
Evén Pelaris was net a2 cemplete immersion — as a gafiated literary fan, SFCentarie will be mere
of a test...

Ijust made it te the third page, which is pretty geed. Wish wé d getten tegether at Pelaris, but I
think we were both tee busy. I think wé 1l have the time at SFCentarie. Hepée te sé¢ yeu then.

See yeu at SFCentarie.

Yeurs, Lleyd Penney.
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Endneté: Quést for Swill
Neéil Jatmiésen-Witliams

@kay, here we so. Inced te recalibrate my memaery, just for my ewn piece of mind. Te that
end, I need seme old Swills. In particular, the first feur issues and espécially issue numier 1.
Alternative texts that may e of aid weuld be issues 1 threugh 4 of Miriad and issue 1 (was there
mere than that) ef Nuclear Bunnies.

As always I weuld appreciate cepics of Swill issues 5 and ¢ tee. And if there are any surviving
cepies of issues 1 threugh 3 of Waughter of Swill, Mether or Scum I will gladly receive them.

While it is prelsally easiest, these days, te scan these eld zine and send them via email -- I weuld
e happy te reimburse any phetecepying and pestage cests if that is preferred.

Thanks in advance.

Research Preject Nete:

Bue te the changes and new guidelines, I was unasle te submit my applicatien this Fall. T will
have te wait until next Fall and hepe that the Censérvatives de net de te the SSHRC (Secial
Sciences and Humanities Research Ceuncil) what they have den't te the Natienal Reésearch
Ceuncil; they sutted their funding. Perhaps SSHRC will de better as they de net de natural
science research of the sert that deesn't suppert the Censeérvative Party ideelegies that the Earth
is a mere 16,888 years old and that burning fessil fuels is seed for the envirenment. We will see
where the axe will fall.

In the meantime, I will centinue te cenduct pre-research research eut of pecket.

Blanned "Pith Helmet and Prepeller Beanie" teur 2611/2812:

e SFECentarie Nevember 2811
o Ad Astra April 2612
o Pelaris July 2612

e SciFiFan Expe August 2812
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