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Monkey Mind 
 

… So, start again. 

 
 Following some observations from Taral Wayne I will go back to 

entertaining people as a theme for my fanzine. For my part I am 

entertained by playing with ideas; are you?  

 
Examples: 

 

* Living with Humans. At the risk of sounding terribly stupid, I think 
it‟s about time we had a manual explicitly spelling out we laughingly call 

“common sense” – that is, all the things that foreign tourists, immigrants, 

autistic children and adults, or disguised aliens can‟t be expected to 
know. For my part, I keep seeing people in my town who really don‟t 

know how the buses work – how to work the exit doors, or even that bus 

stops are fixed locations, or the fares are not really graduated according 

to distance. Guidelines about that really ought to be written down 
somewhere. 

 Perhaps more serious are the social norms, rather than practical 

skills, that people generally don‟t express. There still seem to be some. 
For your part, you must have taken for granted how people normally 

dress, and don‟t think about it until you see someone who does 

something really weird – not necessarily a street person, either. We may 
both have encountered visitors who don‟t understand how bargaining or 

tipping works (and how different the ratios are in different countries).  

 

* My Arts Proposal: For years I have wanted to work up a new style 
– call it Celtic-Haida Fusion, with Norse-Polynesian Accents. I‟ve been 

having trouble getting started. 

 (Incidentally, does anyone really take modern art, contemporary 
dance or wine critics seriously? Aren't they obvious institutional frauds, 

like economics departments at universities?) 

 

* My Religious Proposal: The Evil Sinister Mind Control Cult (Ltd.) 
[Alternatively, the Liberal Secular Humanist Cult (Inc.)] 
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 This could be a great way to satirize reclusive and controlling cults, 

especially if the gang sets up documentary research seminars and 
experimental theology labs. “This week we‟re going to research, what do 

people do when they worship?” “Next week‟s project: what instigates 

religious violence?” 
 Stipulated, there are lowbrow memes going around, either the 

tendency to bash religion or the tendency to overreact to any critical 

comment about religion, and I keep being surprised by people who aren‟t 

past it. My take is that there must be some function served by religious 
activity, and it has nothing to do with explaining the world (and, frankly, 

nothing to do with ethics). But many religious and many rational 

materialists seem to be unaware of this. Not to mention the many clumsy 
and incompetent practitioners. 

 

 
 
* My Political Proposal: The Imperial Anarcho-Fascist Romantic 

Surrealist Party with a Hot Tub in the Backyard (Inc.) 

 My proposed platform includes: 

 Negotiating the secession of British Columbia from Canada, 

Washington and Oregon from Alaska, and putting in fair bids on 
Alberta and Idaho (After all, November 22 was “Start Your Own 

Country Day”) 

 Instituting a Polish elective monarchy 
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 Recognizing everyone‟s right to issue their own currency, as 

long as it is redeemable by actual wares or services (such as 

man-hours of skilled labour based on future life expectancy) 

 Encouraging everyone to go back to driving on the left 

 Promoting a phonemic spelling system for English 

 Declaring the official languages to be Welsh and Chinook Jargon 

 Asking sociologists for structural-functionalist criteria for a 

functional society, and asking ethologists for criteria for 

functional humans 

 Initiating a terraforming project here on Earth, with plans to 

move Venus and  Mars into the Trojan points in Earth‟s orbit 

 The floor is open for further platform planks. 

 

 
 
* My Occult Proposal: a modern edition of the Tarot 

 This would feature new characters such as The President/Prime 

Minister/Secretary-General instead of The Emperor, The Freshman 

instead of The Fool, and Downsizing instead of Death. The Magician, of 
course, would become The Scientist. Again, I‟m open to additional 

suggestions. 

 
* My Business Proposal: The Consolidated Amalgamated Mutual 

Limited Franchise Partnership Company Incorporated 

 Yes, there‟s no telling what the company is or makes or does. That‟s 

the point. 
 

 (Actually I would like to create another kind of institution, 

something with the strengths (rather than the weaknesses) of a 
government ministry, non-profit organizations and commercial 

enterprises … if I knew a way to construct an institution with as strong a 

motivation as a business, as community-supportive as government 
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services are supposed to be, and as long-term an outlook as a non-profit 

might take.) 
 

* My Fannish Proposal: A further Modest Proposal is that this 

fannish group would encourage everyone to work up their own Crank 
Theory, something to send up the incoherence of science education, 

while illustrating how to do real science. My own Crank Theory (as 

many of you recall) is to reinvent psychology, sociology, anthropology 

and history – make them more scientific by giving them a common 
notational system, something to which you could apply the rules of 

formal logic and probability theory. 

 I think I‟ll start small and use it to plot stories. 
 

* Once you accept that humanity is doomed, the decline of reason and 

civilization can be rather entertaining. 
 

* How long did it take before school boards got real and started 

offering languages people actually speak here, like Cantonese and 

Punjabi? In grades lower than grade 6, where it would make a real 
difference? 

 

* I want to collect evidence that economics functions for us moderns 
as astrology did for the medievals. The discussion is now open. 

 

*  If taxes are too high, how much should they be? What services are 
we getting for our money? What would those services cost on a 

privatized basis? Should bundled social services be put on a subscription 

basis, like Telus and Shawcable? 

 
* Is television just an addictive drug nowadays? 

 

*  Have you ever had days when you thought the modern conception 
of love was invented by Americans as an advertising ploy? 

 

*  If at least half of entertainment is comedy, then what happened to 

tragedy? Is classical tragedy a foreign concept these days, like suspended 
judgment? 
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* In order to be a modern fan it is sufficient to party well, costume 

well, and Twitter well. 
 

* Complete this sentence: 

* “All of life now tends toward the condition of …” 

a) Surrealism 

b) Soap opera 

c) Dada 

d) Monty Python 
e) 1984 

f) Reality TV 

* I have a theory about politicos, that they‟re not really humans. My 
theory, which is mine and belongs to me, is that we can‟t find 

sasquatches because they all shaved, assumed human identities, ran for 

public office, and have no particular solidarity with, or interest in serving 
their constituents. 

* The thought of small-press or self-publishing has interested me 

occasionally, but I usually think better of it after a little lie-down. 

* One dead issue that keeps resurfacing is the tendency of fiction – and 
screen and broadcast entertainment – to resort to American names, 

institutions and settings. Acting like the “real world” is another country 

is such an old story to Canadians, it even predates the existence of the 
U.S. Surveying 19

th
 and 18

th
 century literature, it appears that England 

and France used to be the imaginary Centre of the Universe; judging 

from Shakespeare‟s plays, in his day it used to be Italy. Who‟s up next? 
Australia? Argentina? 
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Sound and Fury 
 

(responses here are to The Royal Swiss Navy Gazette #21) 
 

R’ykandar Korra’ti, kahvi@murkworks.net, July 28, 2010 

>I've joined an online fandom of it, on Livejournal. (Buckaroo_Banzai, 

which means "Buckaroo Everything" in English.)  

 Oh no, you corrected it! I should've noted the apparent misspelling 

was intentional. From my letter: 

 buckaroo_banzi wasn't a typo ;_; "banzi" means 

"everything" in Japanese. "Banzai" means... well, it's mostly a 
cheer, but it also means "long life" or "long time." The 

Livejournal account "buckaroo_banzai" is suspended so if people 

try it, they won't get anything. So if I forget to provide a 
correction in my LoC, here it is. 

 (I do have a LoC I want to write btw. But not tonight. Back to studio 

now.) 

 

Lyn McConchie, July 28, 2010 

 re Darcy [Mann]'s comments on my last article - you'll find the 

companion to that one in thish. Over the next 2-3 years I too will be 

moving further into on-line letters, not because I want to but because 
postage continues to rise and as I write 30+ letters a month to friends, the 

cost is becoming prohibitive. But I'll probably use the same snail format 

of 2-3 pages (of news, and replies to questions or discussions on friend's 
news and points made) once a month, while other emails besides those 

ones will be the standard brief notes. I'll still pay my bills by snail, enter 

some competitions by snail, and write snail letters to some friends who 
prefer hard copy.  Given my choice, I'd still rather send all my letters by 

post. But technology is rolling over me, and to survive as a selling writer 

and financially, I must surrender to a certain extent. But I don't have to 

like it! 
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 And re Lloyd's comments on investing in our own countries. I agree. 

In fact I agree so firmly that for the last few years I have donated money 
or goods solely to charities in my own country. What decided me to do 

this? The reports from people who had gone to countries that suffered in 

the Boxing Day tsunami. They saw much that had been donated, stolen 
or left to rot before being burned. Similar reports came from those who 

assisted at other disasters since and I decided. Even here I'm more careful 

since a report three years back showed proof that a well-known charity's 

phone requests for donations was run by a separate professional fund-
raising organisation that charged highly to do this. I found that for every 

dollar I gave, the charity saw only 20c. So, now I donate within my 

country, and ONLY to those charities where I know from my own or 
friend's experiences, that what is donated is used entirely for and by the 

charity. 

 And I should note too, that while Canadian room parties may be 
dying out, there's no sign of that in New Zealand as yet - or in Australia I 

believe. 

 

Ken Fletcher, kenfletch@comcast.net, July 28, 2010: 

 Thanks for the zine file for RSNG 21. Thanks, also, for using my 
cartoon island for the cover! 

 Enjoyable reading, too. I enjoy seeing the thread of Toronto music 

history. 

 For more possible contribution art, you are welcome to check-out 

some of my work in the on-line archives: 

http://www.furaffinity.net/user/heywulf/ 

http://kenfletcher.deviantart.com/ 

(Though the files actually there may too low resolution for print media 

like pdf (or very small at 150+ pixels-per-inch -- they are for web-

display. But I can do re-scans of some of them, especially the black-and-
white-and-grey ones.) 
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Lloyd & Yvonne Penney, Etobicoke, Ontario, August 1, 2010 

  I may be very early with this loc, but there haven‟t been a lot of zines 

to respond to this summer, so recent zines are my target right now. 
Here‟s a letter on Royal Swiss Navy Gazette 21. 

  You go on living in Vancouver because Victoria‟s an expensive ferry 

ride away, and Toronto‟s too hostile, and St. John‟s is a quarter of the 
planet away. Vancouver‟s good. The west coast seems to handle fans, 

weird types and eccentrics better. 

  It looks like you are finding, as I am, that as fandom will do, as we 
were new once, new fan faces and names rise up to do things, run 

conventions, and generally run the fannish show. It‟s happening here, 

and I have promised myself some time ago that as I get older, and the 

demographic of fandom changes around me, I shall not be some grumpy 
old fart at the back of the room, snarking at the least little thing I don‟t 

like. In fact, we are embracing the new events and the new faces, and 

making them new friends. And with that, our enjoyment of fandom 
continues. 

  I am pleased to see that record numbers of people are nominating 

and voting on the Auroras. Clint Budd and Cliff Samuels seem pretty 

pleased by the whole thing. Next year‟s Canvention will be here in 
Toronto, staged by the new convention SFContario, and I have offered to 

help out with the Aurora count. Diane Lacey is busy with SFContario, 

but I am sure she‟s also been busy trying to find her CUFF successor. 

  Hello, Sharry! I am still employed part-time by an agency that 

supplies me to the Globe and Mail, and I was working at the same time 

at the Law Society of Upper Canada…wish that I still was. I had a 
lucrative six-month contract with the Society, and it ended the end of 

April. This is the slim chance that I might return to the Society in the fall, 

but I am not counting on it. In the meantime, I have to remember that it is 

the summer, and on the job websites, one of the most common words I 
see is „intern‟. I have some hopes that as the fall approaches, the jobs I 

can apply to will increase. 

  Darcy Mann should know that I save all my correspondence with 
fanzines, too, and I have for the years that I used computers for mail and 

e-mail. Since July 1, 2005, I have also saved every fanzine letter of 

comment I‟ve written on a LiveJournal account, as a kind of archive. 
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  R‟ykandar Korra‟ti‟s attempt at a music career…the best of luck to 

you on this. I am also attempting a similar career…I‟ve spent some 
money, finally have a professional demo disk done, and registered with a 

talent agency, and I am not attempting to become a professional voice 

actor. I am hoping for my first audition soon, and perhaps acceptance as 
a commercial voice, or narrator for a television show or book on disk. 

  Old fan group records will be kept by those within the club who care 

about the club‟s history, and that individual is probably an old fan in his 

60s or 70s. Once that person is gone, who will look after the club‟s 
history? I suspect no one, because it will seem too much like work. Some 

people have come forward to transcribe old club records, to the benefit of 

all, but I can‟t help but feel that keeping these records as a computer file 
leaves these records as fragile, and easily lost. I know that no format is 

permanent, but I think all these records should be kept as both printed 

and saved to disk, each acting as the other‟s failsafe. Also, a club 
executive position of club archivist should be a necessity. (Hello, 

Graeme!) 

  Yvonne‟s having a look at Sharry‟s current article about Neil Young. 

She‟s been a Young fan, and she remembers the Riverboat and most of 
the places in Yorkville. She saw Joni Mitchell at the Riverboat. 

  Time to fold it up and fire it off, and get a little further ahead. The 

Hugo voting period ended yesterday, so we will find out who wins the 
Hugos this year in about five weeks. I hope I shall have some news to 

announce then, but the odds may be against me. We will find out. See 

you then. 

 

We Also Heard From: Tila Pelletier, Taral Wayne responded to “The 

June fanzine held over from March is now presented at the end of July” 

with “And I'll read it in August, loc in September.  ; )” 
 

 
  



One Swell Foop #1 November 2010 
 

 10 

Tales of the Mullah Kintyre 
 

The Mullah Kintyre, Canada‟s only Scots Muslim, opened a booth at a 

street festival with a sign above it:  
 

Two Questions on Any Subject 

Answered For Only $100  

 
A man who had two very urgent questions handed over his money, 

saying: 

 
“A hundred bucks is kinda steep for two questions, isn't it?” 

 

“Oh aye”, said “Kintyre, “and your next question, please?”  
 

 
 

Steampunk from Alchemy to Zeppelins 
 

by Russ Quick & Garth Spencer 

 
(this article previously appeared in the VCON 35 Program Book in 

October 2010) 

 

Just the least sampling of topics in the fields of Victoriana and 
steampunk writing: 

 

A is for Alchemy: a medieval mystical practice, frequently mistaken for 
an early, crude precursor to chemistry. Apparently some ancient 

Egyptians noticed some chemical processes, and the way some led to 



One Swell Foop #1 November 2010 
 

 11 

others, and confused these physical processes with spiritual issues. (It is 

remarkable how much interest in occultism appeared in the rationalist 
Victorian era, from astrology through spiritualism to lodges practicing 

ritual magic.) 

 
B is for Babbage: the Lucasian professor of mathematics who attempted 

for many years to produce a Difference Engine (a mechanical computer). 

Apparently Charles Babbage kept on thinking of improvements to the 

design, and changing plans in midstream. The Difference Engine became 
a byword for an interminable project; Babbage eventually discovered his 

craftsman selling off the alloys and building materials for the machine. 

(Big surprise.)  
 

C is for Cthulhu: an early 20
th
 century author in Rhode Island, H.P. 

Lovecraft, who tried consciously to be a very 19
th
-century-style 

mannered fantasist, came up with adventure and horror stories about 

geologically ancient pre-human civilizations, peopled by creatures like 

Cthulhu so horrifying that the mere sight of them drove people mad. 

(Have movies and TV and special effects inured us to visual horror? 
Lovecraft’s heroes seem oddly vulnerable compared to us.) 

 

D is for Darwin: Charles Darwin is famous for publishing his theory of 
evolution (almost simultaneously with another scientist); what is not so 

famous today is how incredible and even absurd the theory seemed at the 

time, like Velikovsky‟s theories of solar system upheaval seem today, 
and how hard Darwin had to work to provide a meticulous, unassailable 

case. 

 

E is for Engineer: A good deal of 19
th
 century “scientific romance” 

blurs the distinction between scientific research, technology 

development, engineering and invention, and for that matter, how the 

distinction is blurred between scientists, engineers, and fabulously rich 
industrialists. The actual histories of Britons and Americans in these 

professions ought to show how separate and uncooperative they were. 

 

F is for Fitzpatrick’s War: A curiously steampunk vision of the 25
th
 

century, in which nuclear and electronic power have been sabotaged, and 

most English-speaking countries have formed a “Yukon Confederacy” 
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strongly reminiscent of pre-industrial Britain. (by Theodore Judson, from 

DAW Books) 
 

G is for Gibson: William Gibson is co-author of The Difference Engine, 

with Bruce Sterling. Based on the single question “What if the 
Difference Engine had been completed, and the Information Revolution 

began over a century earlier?”, Gibson and Sterling imagine an 

alternative 19
th
 century, in which a rather sinister British Empire uses 

information-gathering and data processing to enhance its power at home 
and destabilize rivals abroad. 

 

I is for Inventors: The bane of merchants and industrialists everywhere. 
As John Wyndham put it, just as an industrial enterprise is all set up and 

ticking over nicely, along comes an innovator to kick over your apple 

cart. The financial, legal and economic instability represented by true 
innovation may mean that even before the Information Revolution, 

someone decided there should be a brake on innovation in our society. 

 

J is for Jeter: K.W. Jeter is one of the several authors of steampunk 
novels. In Morlock Night, several morlocks seize a time machine and 

threaten Victoria‟s London. In Infernal Devices, a hapless Everyman 

named George experiences Victorian steam-driven terrors involving 
clockwork automatons, fish people, the successors to Cromwell‟s Godly 

Army, and the Royal Anti-Society. 

 
K is for Kinotrope: An early form of moving picture. 

 

L is for Locomotive: Until the invention of a practical powered vehicle, 

horsepower – an average speed of 8 miles per hour – set a limit on 
transportation, both commercial and military; and on communication; 

and on the practical distance over which a government could extend its 

writ. Locomotives, and other innovations in transportation and 
communication, changed all that. It was remarked by a German 

statesman that the United States would inevitably break up into 

subsidiary competing states; he would have been completely correct, if 

not for the rise of locomotives, and other technologies. 
 

M is for Moorcock: Michael Moorcock, one of the “New Wave” SF 

stylists of the 1960s, is known for three steampunk novels featuring the 
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time castaway Oswald Bastable, thrown out of the 19
th
-century British 

Empire into several versions of the 20
th
 century. In Warlord of the Air he 

faces an anti-imperialist movement, which assembles an airship fleet and 

delivers an Infernal Device to Hiroshima, ending in catastrophe. In The 

Steel Tsar Bastable faces alternative versions of Joseph Stalin and Nestor 
Makhno, who come to entirely different fates. in The Land Leviathan he 

sees a technologically advanced society fall to race wars everywhere, an 

island of civilization preserved in South Africa under Gandhi‟s 

leadership, and a black conqueror establish his rule over North America, 
in much the manner of William the Conqueror. 

 

N is for Neo-Victorian: In The Diamond Age, Neil Stephenson imagined 
a near future of competing subcultures, one of them the “Neo-

Victorians”, geographically distributed but modeled to a great degree on 

Victorian culture. 
 

O is for Oneida: The Oneida Colony was one of the more well-known 

communal movements in the United States in the 19
th
 century. The 

Oneida Colony, like many communes, eventually broke up due to a 
combination of factors, ranging from economic failure in the face of the 

outside culture, to internal contradictions and conflicts in its internal 

culture. 
 

P is for Progress: A shibboleth widely believed and endorsed in the 

Victorian era, like Common Sense, Freedom, Conformity, Integrity, 
Hypocrisy, and nice red uniforms. Note that “Progress” was never 

adequately defined, and to socialists and other marginals, it meant 

robbing Chinese coolies for British profit. 

 
Q is for Queen Victoria: Not only the reigning monarch but a venerated 

icon of the British Empire, unlike some of her predecessors and 

successors. Known for settling into professional widowhood after Prince 
Albert passed on, and for passing on leukemia to some of her 

descendants. 

 

R is for Repurposing: Turning one device into another, e.g. mint cases 
into stick drive holders, or cigarette cases into iPods. 
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S is for Science: We have a bad habit of thinking of “Science” as an all-

embracing, static body of knowledge, or (worse) as an authorized system 
of beliefs. “Science” is the practice of finding things out. There is not 

one body of knowledge, but many, and none of the bodies of discovered 

knowledge covers everything, nobody with any education claims that. 
But grade-school science classes do not seem to convey that very well, 

certainly not in the Victorian era. 

 

T is for Tesla: Nikola Tesla was an extraordinary electrical inventor, and 
was also extraordinarily naïve, not to say ignorant, in matters of business, 

as witness his history with Thomas Edison. To this day cranks are still 

looking for “free energy” generators in the designs for Tesla coils. 
 

U is for Uniforms: Canadian visitors to the United States, and time 

travellers visiting the Victorian era, may be astonished (or dismayed) at 
the prevalence of uniforms. It is rumoured that some people plot the 

return of the British Empire and nice red uniforms. (apologies to Colin 

Upton) 

 
V is for Verne: Jules Verne is one of the most celebrated of 19

th
-century 

writers of “scientific romances”. Verne's distinction is that the vehicles 

and inventions he describes were always within the realm of the possible 
in his day. A reading of any of his works – Around the World in Eighty 

Days, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, The Mysterious Island, and so on – 

can be a shock to anyone used to our modern, almost cryptic idiom, 
because everything goes on at greater length, not just descriptions of 

inventions. Like Lovecraft and Wells, Verne also writes offhand asides 

about “races” such as minor regional groups in Europe, or aspersions 

about Orientals and Jews, that we can find uncomfortable today. 
 

W is for Wells: Herbert George Wells is another of the most celebrated 

19
th
-century SF writers. Wells‟ distinction is that, while his story 

premises were not always within the possible – time travel, space travel, 

species modification, invisibility, an entire blind community, and so on – 

he established a rule of including one fantastic element per story, then 

following all the consequences to their logical conclusion.  
 

Y is for Yoshiuki Tomino: creator of Turn a Gundam, an anime 

steampunk production from Sunrise Studio (aired on Fuji Television). 
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Z is for Zeppelins: A number of lighter-than-air vehicles were designed 
in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries, and even employed commercially into the 

20
th
 century: zeppelins are technically not only dirigibles (ships that can 

be steered and powered, unlike balloons) but are rigid, i.e., not held in 
shape by inflation. (The popular notion that the Hindenburg disaster 

spelled the end of the commercial airship industry ignores the facts that 

the ship only caught fire due to its waterproofing sealant; that it was 

forced to use hydrogen rather than helium for lift; and that 
contemporary commercial aircraft are apparently compelled to be 

convertible to use as high-speed military vehicles.) 

 

Other People’s News 
 
Jeanne Robinson passed on in May 2010. The wife of Spider Robinson, 

a dancer, teacher, Buddhist priest and co-author with Spider, contracted a 

rare form of cancer, and died at home among friends and family on 

Bowen Island on Sunday, May 29, 2010. 
 

My friends Ryan Hawe and Jennifer Gibson tied the knot on 

September 18, 2010 at Calvary Baptist Church in Coquitlam, BC. Much 
feasting and dancing ensued at Aberthau Mansion in Vancouver, not far 

from Kitsilano Beach and the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. We have 

pictures. 
 

Robert J. Sawyer’s novel Watch is now published. Watch follows the 

novel Wake in charting the adventures of an artificial intelligence. Mr. 

Sawyer is the author of the original Flashforward novel which formed 
the basis for the recent TV series.  
 

 

Canvention 2011 will be SFContario in Toronto; they will host next 
year‟s Aurora Awards. 
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Towards a Current Fanzine Index 
 

It is not clear whether anyone is maintaining an index of current 

fanzines, so here goes. A previous version of this list appeared in my 

apazine I Never Got the Hang of Thursdays (#68, November 2010), 
asking: “How many of the current fanzines are current, and how many 

have I left out?” This version includes some input from fanzines I have 

received. 
 

Abused 

Alexiad – Joseph Major - on efanzines.com 

Amapra 
An Fleghes Hager – Na Yu Cojones – Doug Bell - on efanzines.com 

 

(continued next page …) 
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Ansible – David Langford – ansible.co.uk 
Aphelion – Dan Hollifield - www.aphelion-webzine.com 

Argentus – Steven Silver – on efanzines.com and 

www.sfsite.com/~silverag/argentus.html 
Art Fiend – Jon Hart 

As the Crow Flies – Frank Denton (current) 

Askance - John Purcell - on efanzines.com (current?) 
Banana Rag 

Banana Wings - Claire Brialey & Mark Plummer 

Baryon Magazine – Barry Hunter - www.baryon-online.com 

 
BCSFAzine – Felicity Walker – on efanzines.com 

Beam – Nic Farey – on efanzines.com 
The Beer Drinker’s Guide to Yoga – Mike 

Bento - David Levine (current?) 

Blackguard – Stuart Stratu 
Brooklyn! – Fred Argoff 

Catchpenny Gazette – David Burton (current?) 

Challenger – Guy H. Lillian III (current) 

Cherry Monocle 
Christian New Age 

Chunga - Randy Byers, Andy Hooper, and carl juarez (current?) 

La Circulaire – R.F. Cote 
confusion – Shelby Vick – on fanac.org 

Dark Matter – Nalini Haynes - on efanzines.com 

DASFAx – Iven Geisler & Sherry Johnson- www.dasfa.org  
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Data Dump – Steve Sneyd 

De Profundis – Marty Cantor - www.lasfsinc.info 
The Drink Tank – Christopher Garcia - on efanzines.com 

e2PMI – Bob Hole – on efanzines.com 

Edgar’s Journal – Steven & Vicki Ogden 
eI – Earl Kemp - on efanzines.com 

EOD Letter 

Ethel the Aardvark – c/o Ian A. Chapman [sonic_screwdriver@me.com] 

Exhibition Hall – Christopher Garcia - on efanzines.com 
Faculae and Filigree – Heath Row 

Fanzine Fanatique – Keith & Rosemary Walker 

File 770 – Mike Glyer 
For the Clerisy – Brant Kresovich 

The Fortnightly Fix – Steve Green - on efanzines.com 

FOSFAX – (current?) 
The Fossil 

Gar – Ross Priddle 

Gegenschein – Eric Lindsay – on fanac.org 

Going Postal – Kris Mininger 

The Great Wen – Tim Harrison (http://www.thegreatwen.co.uk) 

Head! – Christina Lake & Doug Bell 

Home Kookin’ – Arnie Katz/The Vegrants -  

Impulse & Warp – Bernard Reischl – MonSFFA (Montreal SF & Fantasy 
Association) 

 
Inca – Rob Jackson – on efanzines.com 

The Insider – Michelle Zellich 
Instant Message – NESFA - www.nesfa.org 

International Revolutionary Gardener, Joseph Nicholas & Judith Hanna 

Interstellar Ramjet Scoop – Bill Wright - on efanzines.com 

It Goes on the Shelf – Ned Brooks – on fanac.org 
Johnny America – Moon Rabbit Drinking Club 

Jomp, Jr. – Rich Dengrove 

Journey Planet – James Bacon 

http://www.thegreatwen.co.uk/
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Jungle Radio – Heath Row 

Kalien – James Allen - on efanzines.com 
The Ken Chronicles 

The Knarley Knews – Henry Welch (website?) 

Lamplighter – Guy Miller 
Littlebrook – Jerry Kaufman and Suzanne Tompkins (current?) 

Lofgeornost – Fred Lerner 

Luna! 

Marktime – Mark Strickert 
Media Junky – Jason Rodgers 

MidFanZine – Anne KG Murphy 

More Balls – Anne Rosen - www.liv.ac.uk/~lister/balls 
Motorway Dreamer – John Nielsen Hall - on efanzines.com 

MT Void – Evelyn Leeper - www.geocities.com/evelynleeper 

Mumblings from Munchkinland – Chris Lewis – on efanzines.com 
Musea – Tom Hendricks 

My Back Pages – Rich Lynch - on efanzines.com 

Nade Pajomo 

Narcolepsy Press Review 
The NASFA Shuttle – Mike Kennedy 

The National Fantasy Fan – Heath Row/National Fantasy Fan 

Federation - on efanzines.com 
Newsletter of the Middle Tennessee Science Fiction Society (current?) 

The New Port News 

New Toy – Taral Wayne - on efanzines.com 
The New York Review of Science Fiction 

Nice Distinctions – Arthur D. Hlavaty (www.maroney.org/hlavaty/) 

No Award – Marty Cantor (current?) 

No Idea – Colin Hinz 
No Sin But Ignorance – Claire Brialey 

Nova Express – Lawrence Person – on fanac.org 

Novoid – Colin Hinz 
Old Bull Zine 

The Old Fashioned Time Waster and Space Cadet Gazette – R. Graeme 

Cameron (current?) 

Opuntia – Dale Speirs (only in hardcopy) 
The Original Universe – Jeff Boman 
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(The Ottawa SF) Statement – Grant Duff/Ottawa SF Statement 

(http://osfs.ncf.ca) 
Pablo Lennis – John Thiel 

Picofarad – Petrea Mitchell – on fanac.org 

Phlogiston – Alex Heatley – on efanzines.com 
Pips – Jim Mowatt – on efanzines.com 

Planetary Stories and Pulp Spirit - Shelby Vick - 

www.planetarystories.com 

Plokta – Steve Davies, Alison Scott, Mike Scott – on fanac.org  & 
www.plokta.com - (current) 

Popular Reality/Psionic Plastic Joy – Jason Rodgers 

Probe 
Procrastinations – John Coxon – on efanzines.com 

The Pterodactyl 

QuasiQuote – Sandra Bond 
Relapse – Peter Weston – on efanzines.com 

The Reluctant Famulus – Tom Sadler - on efanzines.com 

The Revenge of Hump Day – Tim Bolgeo 

Riding on the Rails 
Rigor Mortis 

Robert E. Howard Days - Project Pride of Cross Plains 

Rune, Minneapolis SF Society 
Scratch Pad – Bruce Gillespie (current? In fact, which Bruce Gillespie 

zines/collaborations are current?) 

SF Commentary - Bruce Gillespie (current?) - on efanzines.com 
Science Fiction/San Francisco – Jean Martin - on efanzines.com 

Sense of Wonder Stories - Rich Coad 

Show Me the Money 

Silent Type 
Some Fantastic - Matthew Appleton 

Sonic Screwdriver – Dr. Who Club of Victoria (Australia) 

Southern Fandom Confederation Update – Warren Buff – on 
efanzines.com 

Spread – Jon Hart 
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Steam Engine Time - Bruce Gillespie 

Sugar Needle – Phlox Icona 
This Here … - Nic Farey 

This Is Visual Poetry 

Time and Again – Dave Locke - on efanzines.com 
Tolkien Fandom Review – Sumner Gary Hunnewell- on efanzines.com 

Tortoise - Sue Jones 

Transmitter – Janet Hetherington 

Trap Door - Robert Lichtman 
Under the Ozone Hole - John Herbert (current??) 

The Underground Press – Ron of Calgary 

Vanamonde – John Hertz (an apazine in hardcopy) 
The View from Entropy Hall – Ed Meskys 

Visions of Paradise – Bob Sabella - on efanzines.com 

Voice of the Habu – Roger Wells 
Voyageur, USS Hudson Bay 

WARP – Cathy Palmer-Lister 

WCSFAzine - R. G. Cameron 

Westwind - Karen van Brunt / NWSFS (It‟s back?! – apparently only 
online) 

The Wild Analyst – Heath Row 

Worst Future Ever – John Donahue 
Xeens and Things – James Dawson 

Xerography Debt – Davida Gypsy Breier 

Yclept Yarbro - Lindig Hall Harris 
YHOS - Art Widner 

You’re an Angel, You Li’l Devil 

Zap!!omania 

The Zine Dump – Guy H. Lillian III – on efanzines.com 
Zine World 

Zugzwang – Kim Huett (current?) 

 
Would any of you know if the following fans are still fanwriting or 

fanpublishing? 

 

Jae Leslie Adams 
Randy Byers 

Steve Davies 

Lilian Edwards 
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E.B. Frohvet 

Richard Geis 
Steve George 

Andy Hooper 

Ben Indick 
Carl Juarez 

Jerry Kaufman & Suzanne Tompkins 

David Levine & Kate Yule 

Janice Murray 
Mark Plummer 

Janine Stinson 

 
Could anyone confirm whether rich brown or Chester Cuthbert has 

passed on? 

 

Reviews 
 

Book Reviews for BCSFAzine I‟ve Been Putting Off for a Year: 
 

Evolve: Vampire Stories of the New Undead, Nancy Kilpatrick ed. 

Calgary: Edge Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing, 2010. Trade 
paperback.  

 This is a really sharp collection of contemporary vampire stories, and 

I‟ve pretty much gone off vampire stories. 
 

Pretenders: Part Three of the Okal Rel Saga, by Lynda Williams. 

Calgary: Edge Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing, 2006. Trade 

paperback. 
 For some reason I found this unreadable. Maybe I‟m just the wrong 

reader; the text reads rather like a fantasy or romance with lots of 

unfamiliar space-opera words and names, maybe much too many. To 
give the good Ms. Williams her due respect, I think she must have 

readers who appreciate her work, she has several novels out in this story 

universe.  
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The War of the Apocalyptics, by Jim McPherson. Vancouver: James H. 

McPherson, Publisher (2009?) Trade paperback. 
 This is truly unreadable. It seems to be a bunch of pointless fights 

between unpronounceable FRP game figures who interrupt every step or 

move with a paragraph of exposition. And the writer has self-published a 
number of novels like this. Beware. 

 

Some Fanzines Received: 

 
As the Crow Flies (2008-2010) from Frank Denton, 14654 – 8

th
 Ave. 

SW, Seattle, WA 98166-1953, bearlodge@msn.com 

 A travel report from a couple of years back; this brings interest to 
several overlooked parts of the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Ethel the Aardvark #150 (Oct-Nov 2010) – c/o Ian A. Chapman 

[sonic_screwdriver@me.com] 

 Well, this seems to be an extremely active club, advertising meetings 

and store discounts galore. Much of this sesquicentennial issue is concerned 

with the recent Aussiecon. Other features are an introductory talk on SF 

given at a local library, and book, comic and film reviews. 
 

File 770:158, from Mike Glyer, 705 Valley View Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016, USA. Once a frequent journal of record for fandom, at least 

North American fandom, File 770 has become a nearly-annual digest of 

fannish events. 

 
The Fortnightly Fix #16 – Steve Green 

(http://efanzines.com/FFix/index.htm) 
 This issue mostly continues letter column discussions about fandom, 
centred on Britain, and films, enjoyed (or not) by Steve Green.  
 
FOSFAX – I can‟t find my latest copy of this, and I don‟t care to argue 

with the combative Timothy Lane, so I‟m not going to review it. 

 

It Goes on the Shelf 32, November 2010, from Ned Brooks, 4817 Dean 
Lane, Lilburn, GA 30047-4720, or nedbrooks@sprynet.com. A zine of 

reviews, from poetry and story collections through novels and comics 

and some fanzines. 
 

http://efanzines.com/FFix/index.htm
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Nice Distinctions 19 (undated), from Arthur Hlavaty, 206 Valentine 

Street, Yonkers, NY 10704-1814, or hlavaty@panix.com. Witty snippets 
of his life, contemporary life, and original thought from the Sensei of 

Smartassery, the Unpope of the SuperGenius Church, the man who 

alerted me to the existence of the International Conference on the 
Fantastic in the Arts. If I expanded the acronym ICFA correctly. 

 

Ottawa SF Statement (Sept. 2010) – this reads a lot like Ethel the 

Aardvark. 
 

Opuntia 68.1B (Oct. 2009) – 70.1 (Dec. 2010), from Dale Speirs, P.O. 

Box 6830, Calgary, AB  T2P 2E7. The latest stage in this letterzine/ 

historyzine/ reviewzine/ articlezine is Dale‟s serialized review of apocryphal 

Holmes stories, ranging from the excellent to the awful.  

 

SF Commentary #80 – Bruce Gillespie 

(http://efanzines.com/SFC/SFC80.pdf) 
This is more like a professional newsstand magazine than a fanzine. 
Even the contents are think pieces. It makes me want to say “Gosh you 

are so very BIG. So tremendously huge. So truly enormous. Much bigger 

than us little people down here. Forgive us this our dreadful toadying …” 
 

Vanamonde 837-857 from John Hertz, 236 S. Coronado St., No. 409, Los 

Angeles, CA  90057, USA. John continues to display the most education, 

greatest range of interests, and widest engagement with the arts of any fan I 

know. 

 

The View from Entropy Hall #39, finished 20 June 2010, from Ed 

Meskys/322 Whittier Hwy, Moultonboro NH 03254-3627/edmeskys at 
roadrunner.com/603-253-6207, USA (received via email) 

 This is Ed Meskys‟ return after a two-year absence; he had 

inadvertently erased a previous issue, and was discouraged for some 

time. 
 I found myself particularly engrossed by his coverage on Dr. 

Kurzweil, a futurist with solid background in applied science, such as 

useful devices for the blind. Kurzweil is, on the evidence, an optimist 
about the benefits we stand to gain from advances in solar energy, 

nanotechnology and information technology. 
 

http://efanzines.com/SFC/SFC80.pdf
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Visions of Paradise #158 (October 2010) – Robert Sabella (efanzines.com) 

 A window into the life of a college teacher, with a perspective on 

fandom and recent popular culture. I was intrigued by his book reviews, e.g. 

Red Mars, and his comparison of Kim Stanley Robinson‟s work with C.J. 

Cherryh‟s. 

 The letter column is as engaged with contemporary politics as is 

FOSFAX, but the tone is rather less strident and I think the 

correspondents are more inclined to actually listen. 
 

WARP – Cathy Palmer-Lister  let me know that WARP, the Montreal SF 

clubzine, is now available online (on a password basis), at 
http://www.monsffa.com/monsffahtml/warp.html 

 

Reinventing Myself 
 

 
 

Do you keep having “at my age …” thoughts, like you have to revisit and 

redecide a lot of convictions on which you based your life? I‟ve been 

doing that. Maybe the end of the year reminds me that there‟s an end to 
life, or something. 
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Just to examine one decision, a number of sources taught me not to seek 

a high-profile, high-income career. My father, for example, taught me 
that you can‟t make a million dollars honestly. (This was back when 

money was worth good money.) Now that I find myself in my fifties and 

living like a college freshman, it seems that you can‟t live a comfortable, 
financially secure life in our current economy without at least an income 

on the order of $60,000 per year, and perhaps half a million in savings 

and investments. (Obviously I‟m guessing.)  

 
A more serious one … a decision made when I was five or six, which has 

cost me jobs, and relationships, and family … was that “only what is said 

can be known”; a conviction that I can‟t know what someone thinks, or 
feels, or wants me to do, until they put it in words – in fact, a decision 

that I can‟t trust people to make any sense.  This has merely served to 

make me act like I have Asperger‟s syndrome, whether I have it or not.  
 

I don‟t really care what nonsense people want me to conform to, as long 

as they‟re consistent about it. But they‟re not. 

 
Maybe I should have signed on with the Bavarian Illuminati after all, and 

plotted the destruction of Western civilization, for fun and profit. 

Obviously, though, someone‟s beaten me to it: from a rational-materialist 
social consensus in my youth, we have metamorphosed into a culture that 

has no modesty or moderation, values spectacle over substance and 

opinion over fact, where elections are mud-throwing matches and 
reasoned argument has no place. Somebody must be putting something 

in our water. 

 

This has been a challenging summer, and not only because of going into 
bankruptcy. Summers in Vancouver actually seem to be getting hotter, 

and harder to take. Are there opportunities north of here, I wonder? 

 
I got a temp job again for another six weeks, at the Child & Family 

Research Institute, another office at the B.C. Children‟s and Women‟s 

Hospital campus. And then nothing, for the rest of the summer and fall. I 

have been freelancing to keep the wolf from the door. 
 

Maybe a whole new line of work would be better. 
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My brother and sister-in-law, who have four cats, are understandably 

worried about the feral animals that are colonizing the city. Not only 
feral cats, but raccoons, actually try to get into the house. Animal Control 

actually advises people how to deal with coyotes in the city (basically 

keep the hell away and Don‟t Feed Them). When bears and cougars are 
reported actually entering the suburbs and smaller communities, I start to 

wonder, are they being forced out of their remaining habitat? 

 

As referred to in the letter column I nearly but didn‟t quite acquire a cat, 
which is one of the features of the Ideal Life I have sometimes 

mentioned to my brother and sister-in-law. Turns out a pet damage 

deposit is half the rent, not that I pay, but that all of us in this rental 
house pay each month.  

 

 
(this character was originally a modified skull-and-crossbones,  

with a stoned-looking skull above a modified Swiss Cross) 

 

* The Royal Swiss Navy is more or less defunct. 
 I‟ve probably written enough about the Royal Swiss Navy that you 

don‟t need me to repeat it. Brightly-coloured camo-pattern clothes, 

everything clashing with everything else, an Official Sport called “43-

Man Squamish” that‟s too complicated and ridiculous to play … You get 
the point. I think. 

 I‟m really disappointed that nobody seemed to get the idea of this 

mock-SF club. This was actually an invitation to act out our 
superhero/vigilante fantasies, compile documentation on powerful and 
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malign figures … not all of them well-known from the news … and 

mount a campaign of mockery and pranks that commit subtle sabotage.  
 Also I felt there was scope for satirizing the current exercises to 

which the authorities have committed our armed forces. But perhaps the 

families of Canadian servicepeople wouldn‟t appreciate this humour. 
 Does anyone really believe "We stand on guard for thee"? What 

would a starkly realistic national anthem sound like? Like the Scots, 

Canadians haven't fought in their own defence in over a century; we have 

been the willing auxiliaries of whatever world power is available. 
 (Mind you, this opinion comes from a man who thinks we should 

have beaten US economic divisions at their own game, and formed 

undercover battalions of guerrilla stockbrokers and day traders ...) 
 Well. Project Censored and Public Interest Research Groups are 

probably doing this job, anyway. It sure sounds like Wikileaks is picking 

up the slack. 
 

 Most of all, I have resolved to give up my rather negative outlook, 

and to stop asking people questions about life-skills and human 

behaviour they just don‟t understand; at least, I‟ve given up struggling to 
find out The Social Norms. I am no longer convinced there is a right way 

to conduct yourself; anything you do or say, someone will sometimes 

use as an excuse to get pissed off. Some people – like the people I grew 
up with, or several I have worked with, or some convention chairs, or 

some ill-chosen girlfriends – just have irrational and unpredictable 

reactions, and no behaviour will satisfy them consistently. It has taken 
me over thirty years to absorb this. Mostly I've given up caring. 

 Anyway I‟ve gotten all the answers to my questions about life that I 

am going to get. 

 
… But nothing ever ends. So … 

 

 


