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The Anarcho-Surrealist Manifesto 
 I want to propose that people give up on their old political 

parties, and start new ones that actually represent our interests 

and talk about current public issues. Since reality has ended and 

common sense has disappeared, and the regular daily news now 

resembles April Fool’s Day jokes, maybe we could name the real 

parties after artistic or scientific movements. Can you imagine 

the battles between the Post-Impressionist Party and the 

Structural-Functionalist Party? Since we can’t seem to agree on 

what a government should be doing, or how much it should be 

doing, or how much its services have to cost, or how much we 

can pay for, perhaps our city or region or nation could do 

without a government at all? It may not be an improvement, but 

it would be alternative, and would teach us how our world 

actually works. 

 For all these reasons and more, I announce the founding of 

the SECOND REFORMED ANARCHO-SURREALIST PARTY 
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WITH A HOT TUB IN THE BACK YARD SOCIETY INC., or the 

Anarcho-Surrealist Party for short.  

 Some of the objections I anticipate are that no political party 

could expect serious support if they offer patently absurd 

proposals, such as equal status for Sasquatches, or allowing 

Bible-thumpers to pontificate on issues of economic policy or 

private lives. But there is evidence that this situation is already 

the status quo. 

 Of course, such a regime will require individuals, families 

and corporations to provide for their own security, health 

services, education and unemployment relief, at cost. If we don’t 

take certain steps, the “have-nots” who can’t afford to provide 

their own essential services will quickly become dependent 

clients of the “haves” – unless they have plenty of warning, and 

enough chance to prepare for themselves, perhaps by collective 

actions. There are some indications that this situation is already 

the status quo. 

 Other proposals of the Anarcho-Surrealist Party include: 

- Providing incentives for disadvantaged people to settle 

the underpopulated North; 

- Exploring Canada’s options for colonizing Antarctica 

after 2042; 

- Promoting an easy-to-learn second language for our 

polyglot urban populations, combining the best-known 

vocabularies in English, Cantonese and Punjabi; 

- Negotiating the admission of Washington and Oregon 

into the anarchate, and making a fair bid on Idaho and 

Alberta; 

- Launching anti-trust investigations of Dominionist 

conspiracies such as the Conservative and Republican 

parties, funded by Belgian bankers; 

- Declaring Sasquatches to be full citizens of Canada, in 

advance of establishing their existence; 
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- Instituting a search for the heirs of Joshua Norton, 

Emperor of the United States and Protector of Mexico; 

- Launching class-action suits against whoever damages 

cereal crops to create crop circles, and whoever 

traumatizes people with alien-abduction hallucinations; 

- Launching an anti-trust investigation against the Evil 

Monsanto Empire and all its works, financed by Belgian 

bankers; 

- And whatever other Neat Ideas you care to contribute. 

This isn’t a closed list. 

On Cities of Refuge 

 One of the most creative notions in the Old Testament – at 

least, it looks creative to a contemporary mind – is the notion of 

“cities of refuge”, places to which a criminal (or accused suspect) 

could flee, and be safe from harm. 

 Considering the tax burden represented by prisons in 

modern states, and the overcrowding endured in existing 

prisons, instituting cities of refuge sounds like an attractive 

alternative. 

 Of course, existing municipalities would take a dim view of 

being declared cities of refuge. If Flin Flon or The Pas were 

declared to be refuges by Parliamentary fiat, they might quickly 

see the kind of crime rates and street violence attributed to 

American cities on television. 

 The alternative might be to equip consenting convicts with 

the means and the territory to develop their own municipalities. 

Between the heavily-settled southern fringe of Canada and the 

uncultivatable far North, there are lands which can still be 

settled, inhabited and developed, by those with the will and the 

means.  

 Of course, argument and proof may be available to show 

this is an idea whose time is past. And there is the persistent 
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suggestion that in the U.S., at least, the prison system operates as 

a source of underpaid slave labour. 

 Well, there’s always Antarctica. 

On Antarctic Colonization 

 In the 2040s, the international treaty which protects 

Antarctica from industrial exploitation comes to an end. 

 By the 2040s, the climate changes vulgarly called “global 

warming” will have extended the temperate climate zone for 

viable settlement and cultivation into parts of Antarctica, as well 

as the tundra and taiga zones of Canada and Siberia. 

 A decent respect for our national interest requires an 

aggressive policy of Canadian settlement, not only in the Arctic 

but in the Antarctic. There’s no point in putting all our eggs in 

one basket, after all. 

 The first stages of Antarctic colonization can be usefully 

adapted from the speculative plans for Martian exploration and 

settlement, e.g. enclosed pressure domes, not only for climate-

controlled living areas, but for greenhouses, manufacturing 

centres and mineheads. 

 

The Frong Society 
 One of the famous, or infamous, features of the 20th century 

was the endurance of the “racial purity” idea – the notion that 

human beings not only fall into broad categories of physical 

type, called “races”, but that some people are “pure” 

representatives of African, Asian, Nordic or other breeds. Quite 

aside from this folk belief is another phenomenon: more and 

more people are crossbreeds, with increasingly varied forebears.  

 The question before us is not whether we seek out people 

unlike us as mates. This has been proven repeatedly over the 

centuries. The question is whether we do so more for aesthetic or 

eugenic reasons. It could be argued that the healthiest, hardiest 
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and most intelligent citizens have the most ethnic variety in their 

family trees. (Personally I think the aesthetic response to exotic 

beauties is the largest part of this phenomenon, but that’s just 

me.) 

 Now may be the time to propose the founding of a new, 

consciously-founded ethnic group, THE FRONG: people who 

promote and celebrate miscegenation as the highest goal of their 

clans. 

 Other questions have yet to be settled, such as how you 

define a new ethnic group apart from physique – by religion, 

language, dress, cuisine, eccentric customs and politics, or a 

combination of the above – and whether a new ethnic group 

should be administered under a provincial Society Act, or by the 

federal Indian Act. 

 Comments? 

 

Digitals Anti-Defamation League 
 I've been thinking about the trend in artificial-intelligence 

movies, and now I think I should start an anti-defamation league 

for digital people. (I mean, be prepared, after all.) Just assuming 

that any digital person is necessarily programmed to be inimical 

is Profiling and Not Cool. 

 

The Liberal Secular Rational Humanist 
Cult 
 Following up on a suggestion from Lloyd Penney: 

 It may be time for rationalists to descend to the level on 

which fundamentalists want to pick a fight. Shall we found a 

Liberal Secular Rational Humanist Cult? (Or have the Unitarians 

already occupied that market segment?) 
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 Premises of the cult – rather than articles of faith – may 

include the following: 

- Human beings, their growth and potential, comprise the 

ultimate value. Any practices which help anyone to live, 

to learn, to grow in ability and understanding and 

character, can be ethical and virtuous and far-out and 

groovy and right-on. Any practices which kill, cripple, 

disfigure, wound, traumatize, confine, impoverish, 

defraud, infect, demean, degrade, disenfranchise, cheat, 

swindle, libel, impugn, humiliate or embarrass any 

human being are unethical, vicious, grody and not cool. 

- Human beings are various. We must expect them to 

display differing responses to circumstance, different 

personalities and temperaments, differing gifts and 

limitations, and differing developmental phases, 

however arrested. 

- Any society necessarily treats human beings as standard 

elements, to be processed in the same way in similar 

situations. 

- The cultural a society practices is a Standard Received 

Meat Grinder. 

- Every human society includes a belief system and 

practices that must be called religious. Conceivably this 

is a sign of some universal human need, perhaps mainly 

for experiences of reverence and worship, or for deeply 

comforting rituals. 

- Some societies include institutions of scientific research. 

- The sciences are studies of fact – classically, descriptions 

of physical phenomena. 

- Religions are practices of ritual and worship, and 

secondarily bodies of belief. Major religions typically 

prescribe value systems and designs for conduct and 

codes for living, in general principle and in particulars. 
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- Descriptions and prescriptions, studies of fact and 

systems of conduct, are not the same subject. In fact you 

can’t get from statements of fact to statements of value, 

until and unless you introduce the fact that human 

beings exist, and some behaviours are good and groovy 

and right-on, and others are evil and grody and not cool. 

- If God has anything to do with this, he can speak for 

himself, I’m not going to speak for him. There are too 

damn many people putting words in his mouth as it is, 

and you know, most scripture sounds like other people 

putting words in his mouth. 

- (Although I kind of suspect that scriptures like the Bible 

originated from something like alien-abduction 

experiences: that is, from time to time some human was 

struck with an out-of-context experience, rather like 

being drugged and hypnotized and indoctrinated in a 

cell with a PA system loudspeaker – while several 

different guys wrestled with the microphone, claiming 

to be God, and each trying to imprint the victim with a 

different agenda.) 

- Given the amount of sense and the amount of nonsense 

scattered through different scriptures, we are all in a 

position to construct our own Bibles, starting with a 

loose-leaf binder and a determination to gather what 

makes sense to us. 

 From this vantage point, traditional religions and new 

religions and cults alike are elaborate systems of make-believe, 

variously delusional and internally inconsistent; and it is 

questionable which ones, if any, address our spiritual crises here 

and now. I mean, honestly, how much of religious scripture 

sounds like magical thinking, or making up an impossible ideal 

to worship? And where does anyone get off presuming any new 

acquaintance must be morally inadequate to start with, let alone 

a sinner or unenlightened or karmically burdened? This is not 

good salesmanship, to say nothing of manners. 
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 So, what can a rationalist believe, and revere, and worship? 

I’m open to suggestions.  

 

Canadian Magicians Association 
 Between the established frauds that keep police bunco 

squads busy, and the real unsolved mysteries of scientific 

anomalies, there is an ill-defined middle ground. This is where a 

Canadian Magicians Association may set standards of 

professional training and conduct. 

 It has yet to be established – at least, for a public, socially-

agreed consensus – whether there are “paranormal” forces and 

processes, and whether there can be professional practitioners 

operating such processes. It has yet to be established whether 

there can be such professionals, distinct from con artists and 

grifters, or adults with defective mental equipment. 

 Do you know any candidates we can consult? 
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Letters 
Taral, taral@teksavvy.com 

(February 28, 2012) *I* have no post-secondary school education, 

by the way.  *humph.* 

((El universität voi zona un papél qe voi laßa cumpetar për els travals 

avaliat. Eu vëléveu zirarë që voi non vidaretz dîn fandom el grült 

creatività és productività që eu attendèu.)) 

 

(February 29, 2012) Not a beefy issue this time... or maybe I just 

have fewer beefs with it. 

 It's good that you're finding work and coping with it.  You 

know, of course, that as human beings we have no justification 

for our existence, and no purpose with which to define ourselves 

except for our status as someone's employee...  More than that, 

it's good to pay the bills... and eat.  I try to find other ways to 

define myself -- how many books I have, how much I know 

about Roman coins, or the expense of my last diecast model car.  

It isn't as good as being a respectable flunky, but it does help me 

get out of bed in the morning. 

((Eu tigñhoveu el travál. Nun, eu travalèu’n altreu fäts për ün agentà 

da marcas registradas, és elmetrèu el ĉasa për els traváls avaliat.)) 

 

 Then there's "Things I Write Online."  I detect you 

backsliding into the old Garth Spencer here.  Instead of waxing 

about the joys of life and the constantly surprising world around 

you, once again you're explaining the sort of fandom you 

thought you joined and describing the one you ended up.  I 

think we've read that page before.  What you might try is tell us 

how fandom can be re-shaped in our image.  Is there some way 

to scare away all those organizational types, get rid of the 

aficionados who want to look at writers and listen to them talk, 

persuade the costumers and workshoppers and steampunks and 

mailto:taral@teksavvy.com
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all the rest to hold their own cons, and show the One-Big-Tent 

enthusiasts once and for all why they're wrong? 

 I didn't think there was a way.  I guess we're stuck with 

whatever fandom we have, unless we want to go away.  And I 

think age will take care of that... 

 By the way, all Hebrew prophets were pretty minor, when 

you come down to it.  How many people were they preaching to, 

after all?  The population of Jerusalem in the age of prophets was 

only a few thousand, tops.  Maybe they spoke directly only to 

the Royal court -- which in itself didn't amount to much more 

than a grubby storeroom with a seat at one end and a fire at the 

other -- with a standing room of 40 or 50.  Like any work of 

history, the Old Testament was written by the victors... and they 

all exaggerate. 

 I've been getting more and more despondent about the 

number of fanzines I have material in, that I have no copy of that 

isn't a PDF.  I used to take the files regularly to a local Envoy 

(something like Kinko’s) to have printed out.  But I went 

through a long, long period in which I frankly couldn't afford it.  

As well, my back & hip troubles have made it increasingly 

harder to make the walk.  There's the TTC, but at $3 a ride, it 

adds substantially to the cost, especially if the job can't be done 

in a single day and I have to make a return trip. 

 So I've gotten to the point of wondering if I shouldn't just 

say fuckit.  I mean, most fanzines are crap anyway.  Why should 

I pay to print them out just because I had the dubious privilege 

of appearing in them?  In the old days it was the other way 

around.  The publisher paid for the printing because he had the 

dubious pleasure of my material in it.  In a surprising reversal of 

the natural order, the relationship between publisher and 

contributor has gotten turned around! 

 Of course, my cherished dream of presenting a complete 

collection of all my writings and published art to the Merril 

Collection will have to be abandoned.  There won't be any hard 

copies to donate.  I suppose I could will the Merril a USB drive 
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with the material, assuming I spend most of the rest of my life 

scanning old fanzines...  but my guess is that the Merrill would 

just lose it in a drawer or something.  They're part of a real 

library system, with real books and magazines, and haven't 

learned that they're obsolete yet.  I doubt very much the Merril 

has any provisions for storing publications on pdf files, and 

making them available to the public.   

 The visionaries of the Internet would probably claim it 

wasn't even necessary -- that everything will be available to 

everyone on the Internet forever, so what need is there for 

libraries... or bookstores... or books... or even word documents.  

Just post it on Facebook.  The document will be lost in the queue, 

of course, but nobody in the future will ever care about anything 

posted more than the day before, anyway. 

 And on that cheery note, I think I'll knock off and take a pill. 

 

Bill Wright, Melbourne, Australia, bilw@iprimus.com.au (tel +61 3 

9534 0163), February 29, 2012 

 Thanks for One Swell Foop #6, introduced by thought-

provoking cover art by Roy Pounds. I suppose that, in time, 

Earth's derelict orbiting space junk will look like that. The atoms 

slowly boil off into the circumambient vacuum over centuries 
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going into millennia. One wonders what is happening on the 

planet's surface. Has the population exhausted its resources or 

has their curiosity led them into radically different pursuits? 

Young Stephen Donaghy, who writes under the pen name 

'Stefan' in Interstellar Ramjet Scoop, has a piece on space junk in 

IRS February 2012. 

 I know what you mean, when you say that fandom and fans 

don’t meet your expectations. You are looking for SF-oriented 

people with some sort of tertiary education and a modicum of 

intelligent perception who improve with inebriation and 

appreciate your puns. I’m afraid you are doomed to 

disappointment; at least in my case you are. My path to literacy 

wasn’t by any formal education after high school, but by 

attending science fiction conventions where I interacted with 

authors and became exposed to the academic stream that has 

run through Australian SF conventions since the first Aussiecon 

in 1975. I rarely pick up on other people’s puns in time to gratify 

their expectations.  

 All but the most obtuse of fans suffer from feelings of 

inadequacy. I am always conscious of failing little tests fans set 

for other fans to find their level. Fans fail my tests, too, so it 

evens out. I have lost count of the number of fanzine editors who 

complain about the lack of response when they post the 

offspring of their thought on eFanzines. We can’t all be like the 

great Bruce Gillespie whose zines generate a buzz of erudite 

conversation in print.  

((Eu pensèu që eu füt programescù për sentiar înadequäts për ne sortâ 

da ben raziun, és eu füt zecidescù për smestar fáuçeux cresenças schi eu 

fost mesmerizar mhe mîm.)) 

 

 It’s a pity Bruce’s intercontinental fanzine Steam Engine Time 

has folded with Issue #13. Reconciling two different editorial 

styles from half a world away is hard, and impossible when one 

of the editors is unable to put in the effort. The extraordinary 

collaborations between Chris Garcia (California) and James 

Bacon (London) in the on-line publication of Journey Planet and 

http://efanzines.com/IRS/IRS-2012-02.pdf
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Exhibition Hall are, to my knowledge, the only surviving 

examples of intercontinental zines extant. Long may they 

flourish. 

 The highlight of this issue was the LoC on One Swell Foop #5 

from Lloyd Penney. I like his concept of a Rational Secular 

Humanist Church. It’s not an original idea. Alan Dean Foster, in 

his ‘Flinx of the Commonwealth’ marathon series of science 

fiction novels, wrote of the United Church combining the highest 

wisdoms of the insectoid Tranx and the Human Race in its Holy 

Book of Universal Truths and Other Humorous Anecdotes. 

 

Lloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke, ON  M9C 2B2, penneys @ 

bell . net, March 11, 2012 

 We’re winding down a busy weekend, and I finally have the 

chance to write some locs. I just completed my tax return. Ecch! 

Some writing I want to do is my best remedy for the taxation 

blues. Here are comments on One Swell Foop 6. 

 Recreational insanity? That’s the best kind. A little madness 

to keep you sane. Amazing that when you allow your mind to 

create and associate freely, some might consider you insane. No, 

as a matter of fact, I quite enjoy it, thank you very much. Better a 

few strange thoughts than no thoughts at all, which I connect 

with the general public. 

 I read here, and elsewhere, that you have found some 

employment… I have, too, at an advertising agency in 

Mississauga. I’d say congratulations to both of us, and may 2012 

be that better year we’ve been waiting for, for a long time. I’d go 

with healthy with a few extra bucks. 

 Lexie Pakulak…greetings to you, it’s been a very long time. I 

gather people have been trying to contact us at our old e-mail 

address without success. Our address is now penneys @ bell . 

net. We haven’t been with Allstream for over a year now. 
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 There needs to be more education all around when it comes 

to copyright. So many people simply slap ©, ® or ™ on their 

work, so they abuse the system too, not knowing what it’s about, 

or the benefits or responsibilities that come with it. All they seem 

to know is that with one of those symbols on whatever it is 

you’ve created, you have some level of protection, which may or 

may not be the case. 

((Dîn acest ediziun isch va atentà per avîntzar els fans över la proprietà 

intellectuàl.)) 

 

 Congratulations on your CFF Award! I hope they take off 

and become the kind of award Graeme hopes they will be. If not, 

we will have one-of-a-kind awards, and Graeme will have 

showed that he cared enough to recognize our efforts. 

 A suggestion to help with self-esteem issues…keep a list of 

all the good things that have happened to you, like receiving that 

CFF Award. Maintain the list, and a reminder of those good 

things will help you cope when bad things happen. It has 

worked for me in the past. 

((Eu fost becomar trecüt els fäts quând eu füt calucjen, eda rupicoûr.)) 

 

 The ‘fannish’ fandom you’re looking for seems to be 

connected only through the fanzines from the pre-Trek era. The 

fans then were creators, publishers, historians…Harry Warner, 

4SJ, WAW with the Crew in ’52, Who Sawed Courtney’s Boat, all 

those people, events and phrases that made that era so ‘fannish’. 

It is easy to believe that the era in question has been gilded by 

those who remember it and celebrate it. Even if it was as 

collegial as we are led to believe it was, those who remember it 

today are not nearly as collegial. They may try to carry on that 

fannish era today through remembering it today through fan 

history articles, but today’s fanzine fandom and its so-called 

leaders are generally unwelcoming, which seals its fate 

eventually. Because so much of it is now carried on online, there 

is the deceiving protection of distance, the use of pseudonyms, 
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and the general insulting and rude attitude towards those they 

find not as experienced, or even beneath them. 

((Unâ fragâ per totsorta da perziun – sînt à fäts els bobs, eda semblent 

os solamînt?)) 

 

 My first foray into fandom, as you know, was with a Trek 

club in Victoria, and it was fun, and comforting to have friends 

so close to when we first moved to the Island, but eventually, I 

did say “What else is there?”, and when I moved to Toronto, I 

eventually found conventions and concoms, plus fanzines and 

TAPA, the local apa. I got into TAPA, but also learned a lot 

about fanzines from Mike Wallis. Over the years, I got out of 

media and ST fandom, for I found some of the material 

derivative, and I found some of the mediafans to be uncreative 

consumers, happy to steal ideas from others, and morally 

ambiguous and self-righteous. We are still fast friends with 

many of the fans outside of that group, though. 

 We all develop our own belief systems, if we feel we need 

one at all, or need to define terms. We need to feel that your 

system is yours alone, and you cannot force it onto others. 

Someone needs to tell the Republicans about this idea… 

((Voi vidarhetz dîn acest ediziun qe eu adoptévèu voastra idéâ da un 

Glischt da Säpençéu, és eu en expançeveu. Un adiál da Facebook 

apararha súper la pirmalaiset da Avril, quând acest ediziun apararha.)) 

 

 Last I was in communication with Steve Forty, he said that 

he wanted to get more active in local active fandom again. I am 

not sure how active he wants to be, but it sounds like gafiation 

has its dark side. Maybe ask him to revise the members’ 

handbook again? 

((Eu compiaçèu nun un guizua àl fandom contemporàl.)) 

 

 “’Inversio craniorectalis!’, Harry cried, waving his magic 

wand aloft”, and the special effects department really didn’t 
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want to deal with the images that would create in those 

impressionable minds…not to mention their own nightmares… 

 That was better than I thought it would be. Just over a page 

and a half. I am definitely getting caught up. Many thanks for a 

good zine that gave me lots to make comment on. 

  

 WAHF: Felicity Walker 
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The Straight Dope about Copyrights (and 
Trademarks, and other things you’ll run 
into) 
Part I 

 

Garth Spencer 

 

 One of the curious things about being an active fan these 

days is the unexpected amount of financial and legal matters 

your blog, or convention, or short videos may involve. Another 

curious thing is how much wrong information people will 

confidently tell you, or how much time and money a simple 

mistake can cost. 

 

Definitions 

 There are more types of intellectual property than you are 

likely to bother with. An important point – which, I was 

surprised to find, not all businesspeople and not even all adults 

grasp – is that owning one kind of intellectual property, in one 

category or country, does not mean you necessarily own a 

similar property in another category, let alone another country.  

 To define just a few of them (not coincidentally, the ones I 

am familiar with): 

Copyright is, simply, the right to copy. Classically, this right 

applies to written works such as short stories, novels, plays, 

songs, poems, and written music. What a writer offers to sell a 

periodical publication, or a website, or a book publisher is a 

specific right to copy a work, for a period of time and for a 

particular country, or medium of communication. Today, 

copyright also covers computer programs, recorded music, web 

pages, still photos and film or videos, and extends to celebrity 

faces and cartoon/animated characters. Typically copyrights are 

in force from the date when a work is proven to be created, until 
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at least 75 years after the creator’s demise. A copyright is not also 

a trademark, nor a domain name. 

A Trademark is what we usually refer to as a “brand”, often a 

design but sometimes just a word or phrase. Coca-Cola® and 

Kleenex® are examples of coined words so frequently used in 

speech and writing, most of us don’t realize anymore that they 

are brands for specific products. Trademarks are applied to 

specific physical goods, or to specific services, from specific 

dates and in specific countries. After a trademark application is 

filed, the mark TM can be applied to it; after the date of 

registration, the ® mark can be applied. Typically trademarks are 

in force from the date of registration for a period of 15 years (in 

Canada or the United States; most other jurisdictions give a 

period of 10 years). A trademark is not also a copyright, nor a 

domain name. 

A Domain Name, as you probably know, is a memorable plain-

language or coined name for a website, which can be applied as 

an alias to an IP address. Domains can be in force for as many 

consecutive years as the owner pays for. A domain name is not 

also a copyright or a trademark. 

 

Misconceptions 

 Wisely was it spoken by the sage Will Rogers that “It ain’t 

what we know that gets us in trouble, as much as what we know 

that ain’t so.” There are enough wrongheaded ideas going 

around, about intellectual properties, that it is worthwhile 

reviewing them. It is also worthwhile looking up the Frequently 

Asked Questions at the websites of national intellectual property 

offices – listed at the end of this article – just to check out your 

assumptions. 

 Perhaps the most pernicious misconception going around is 

the idea that as soon as any writing, music or graphics appear on 

the Internet, they are copyright-free and can be freely copied or 

modified. Amazingly, some alleged professionals have recently 
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been caught out, reprinting previously-published movie reviews 

without crediting the author. This is called stealing, you know. 

Plagiarism, that is. 

 An equally pernicious misconception is that as soon as you 

copy and modify a work, such as tracing and recolouring the 

figure of a costumed superhero, you have created a new, original 

work. 

 For some years, since before the World Wide Web became a 

means of popular expression, there has been a belief going 

around that “information wants to be free”. All this means is 

that if someone wants badly enough to access and copy 

information, they will by God do so, and if they get used to 

doing so they will believe they have every right to do so, 

regardless of the law.  

 To the best of my knowledge, all of the foregoing are 

rationalizations of some artists’ urge to “sample” existing work – 

as previously existing songs and music, e.g. “I’ll Be Watching 

You”, have been “sampled” and adapted for derived pieces of 

music, as in rap – and these rationalizations have no legal 

strength. You can either ask the copyright holder’s permission to 

sample, or parody their work (as Weird Al Yankovic does), or 

risk being sued for copyright infringement. 

 In this connection we could ask whether a practice like 

“detournement” is legal. Detournement is the practice of taking 

images, for example comic strips, and replacing the word 

balloons with your own text. This can be quite funny, and even 

creative (if sampling, or fanfiction are creative), but it might best 

be applied to copyright-free illustrations. 

 There is also a folk belief that if you send a copy of a 

manuscript to yourself by registered mail, and leave it 

unopened, that will serve as proof of your original copyright in 

the work. Like most oral wisdom, this needs to be compared 

with the actual process at law.  
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 There are other misconceptions going around, such as 

thinking that published articles are in the public domain, 

perhaps because a byline is not attached; or thinking that 21st-

century publishers are liable to “steal your ideas” if you don’t 

copyright stories before submitting them; or thinking that  

 

The Straight Story 

Copyright: There is a formal procedure – in any given country – 

to copyright a given work; after a copyright is registered, the 

symbol © can be used with the date and the name of the 

copyright owner. Unlike other intellectual properties, copyright 

is a fairly simple process. 

 One reason why I mention copyright here is that science 

fiction conventions have been hassled by film studios when they 

got the impression that conventions were showing their films for 

profit without their license. Another reason is that writers of Star 

Wars fanfiction have been threatened with legal action for 

writing fiction set in Lucasfilm’s story universe – and selling 

fictionzines containing such fiction. (This hassle apparently 

didn’t face Dr. Who or Star Trek fans because the studios in 

question rightly saw how minuscule the audience was, and how 

microscopic was its impact on their interests. Perhaps Lucasfilm, 

in the late 1980s, already foresaw the rise of the Internet.) 

 Curiously, story titles are not copyrighted; any number of 

stories or books could share the same title – “With Malice 

Toward None”, for example, or “Mask”. (This probably leads to 

a lot of confusion for the writers of TV guides.) 

Trademark: The process for securing a trademark is a little more 

involved and time-consuming than it is for other intellectual 

properties, not because there are nearly 200 national jurisdictions 

in the world, but mostly because there are so very many 

companies dealing in so very many goods and services around 

the world. (By today, this has required establishing a set of 

International Classes for goods and services.) The process 
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follows much the same form in Canada, the United States, the 

European Community, etc. – file an application, receive an 

application number, await examination in the trademark office, 

overcome objections if any, report the advertisement of the 

trademark, await allowance for registration, file a request and 

receive a certificate of registration – but each phase can take a 

different period of time, and maybe a government fee, 

depending on the jurisdiction in question. And any application 

may be opposed after your advertisement, if somebody feels 

their own trademark is being infringed upon. That can really 

increase the time and cost of a trademark. (Conducting a 

trademark search before filing an application can reduce this risk 

enormously.)  

 The reason I mention trademarks here is that SF conventions 

– for example, Worldcon, Westercon and VCON – trademark 

their names, partly to prevent complete strangers from co-opting 

the names or misrepresenting the conventions. Usually these are 

trademarked for Class 41, described as something like 

“educational events”.  

 Perhaps I should mention Trade or Company names. Some 

companies’ names are identical to the trademark on their goods 

or services (e.g. Coca-Cola); other companies have entirely 

different names, particularly when they have a wide range of 

products with a variety of names (Ford, Chrysler, Eli Lilly, etc.). 

Normally it is a simple process to search, then to request and 

register a business name. 

 Since SF conventions are normally overseen by non-profit 

societies, their process of incorporation can involve different 

naming requirements than the process for business names. In 

Canada, for instance, non-profit associations are governed under 

a Society Act, different in each province. 

Domain names: Services such as DomainPeople or Webnames 

act as resellers of domain names, intermediaries if you will for 

the central InterNIC registry, and their own websites offer a 

search facility to allow viewers to determine whether the domain 
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name they want is actually available. Prices for acquiring 

domain names vary according to the extension and the number 

of years you want to hold a domain. You may have found that 

Internet service providers apply restrictions to using domain 

names as aliases for their customers’ websites – generally I find 

that individuals cannot do so, but commercial (or incorporated) 

customers can. This may include non-profit associations. 

(to be continued next issue) 

 

Fanzine Reviews 
by Garth Spencer 

 

 Recently a new face showed up in local fan circles, and 

started quizzing me about fandom, local and otherwise. It occurs 

to me that one way to look at fandom is by reviewing a number 

of recent fanzines for his benefit; this is also a way to get off the 

pot and make up, a little, for the shameful neglect I have shown 

to my fanzine correspondents. 

 Time being short, of course I’m omitting a whole whack of 

fanzines I received … 

 

All Jacq'd Up #3 (co-edited by Steve Green and Jacq Monahan, 

Production and layouts by Nic Farey, letters of comment to 

jaxn8r@msn.com) is one of several zines promoting Jacqueline 

Monahan's successful campaign for the Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund. 

For those who never heard of fan funds, that means fans 

crossing the Atlantic to visit each other, in this case a Nevadan 

visiting conventions in Britain.  

 Apart from genial introductions and a tally of the voting 

totals, contents this issue include articles such as Jacq Monahan 

describing the shock of having won; Steve Green advising her to 

dress warmly, and other Jewish mother advice from people who 

have experienced British transportation; and a feature article, 

Jacq Monahan's appreciation of the former planet Pluto, which 

would make a hilarious monologue routine at a convention.  

mailto:jaxn8r@msn.com
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 The general effect is as if Garrison Keillor wrote, and a 

professional magazine staff published an issue devoted to a far-

flung family's mutual correspondence, in preparation for a clan 

gathering. A fan writer like Jacq Monahan can be that popular. 

 (Since I put a limit on the fanzines I would review here, Jacq 

Monahan has won TAFF and pictures of her in London have 

started showing up on Facebook.) 

 

Alexiad 10:6, December 2011 (c/o Lisa & Joseph Major, 1409 

Christy Avenue, Louisville, KY 40204-2040 USA, 

jtmajor@iglou.com, also on http:/efanzines.com) is what I think 

of as Kentucky's good fanzine. (I used to get the other one.) 

Joseph and Lisa are amused by a number of things fannish, 

mundane, Kentuckian and European, ranging from horseracing 

through the foibles of Europeans (e.g. social news about titled 

nonentities; a parking ticket erroneously dated to 208 A.D.). 

Joseph is au courant with recent SF publishing and sci-fi cinema 

news; where else would I learn about posthumous sequels to H. 

Beam Piper's novels, or the upcoming John Carter ? Or an 

adventure story featuring the big-name SF writers of the 40s and 

50s … as the heroes? 

 There are a lot of book reviews in Alexiad, all with Joseph's 

thoughtful, pointed opinions. His reading ranges from military 

SF through the bio of a fraudulent mountain-climber to an 

account of one of the first celebrated kidnappings in the United 

States. 

 Not that this fanzine is entirely Joseph's mouthpiece. The 

longer articles include Rodford Edmiston's “The Joy of High 

Tech”, a column by and for technophiles, and “Flying Low”, and 

Taral Wayne's several book reviews.  

 

Ansible  (c/o Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks. 

RG1 4AU, U.K.) is the biggest fan newszine from Britain to 

feature all sorts of SF publishing news and absolutely no 

illustrations. In fact it's the only newszine I know that fills all 

those parameters. Characterized by hard information and a 

sense of levity perhaps best experienced firsthand than 

mailto:%20jtmajor@iglou.com
mailto:%20jtmajor@iglou.com
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described. (This is the man, you should know, who co-authored 

a fake Victorian-era UFO report, only to discover Whitley 

Streiber citing it as documentary evidence in one of his own 

UFO gospels.) 

 

As the Crow Flies #11, January 2012 (Frank Denton, 

lodgepole1@msn.com, 14654 – 8th Ave. S.W., Seattle, WA 98166-

1953, USA) is an irregular perzine in which Frank Denton 

describes his travels and interests, including visiting Vancouver 

for an Impressionist art exhibit. This issue is belated, partly 

because his email account was hacked, MSN closed it down, and 

he had to set up a new one … and he is still rebuilding his 

address list. 

 

Askance #25, December 2011 (c/o John Purcell, 

j_purcell54@yahoo.com, 3744 Marielene Circle, College Station, 

TX 77845, USA), has an excellent full-colour cover illustration, 

and right up front states the Fannish Copyright Convention: "All 

rights revert to original authors and artists upon publication". 

The interior text is also relieved with great illos and photos, 

without overdoing it. 

 One of the features of interest this issue is a report on 

FenConVIII in Dallas/Fort Worth, along with John's ruminations 

about what makes a science fiction convention: "In my mind, 

there are a number of contributing factors that make a con 

enjoyable: Accessibility, Affordability, Guests of Honor, Lay of 

the Land, Attendees, Art Show, Panels/Programming, Friends, 

Parties (naturally), and The 'Vibe'."  Much of his report could 

serve as a primer for first-time congoers: "If you budget your 

funds properly - and bring along a cooler of food, soft drinks, 

and other munchables - eating at a con can be very affordable."  

 Other articles include Taral's collected musings (from social 

media, ranging from how Canadian politicians behave on 

camera through Commonwealth games to the recent fate of the 

Euro, as seen by someone who just got done reading Jane 

Jacobs); and the late Bob Sabella's look back at Golden Age 

science fiction, published 70 years ago; and Bill Jacob's 

mailto:lodgepole1@msn.com
mailto:j_purcell54@yahoo.com
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"Wikiphilia" entry, a witty satire on the subject of "Wealthcare".  

 

Auroran Lights #51 (August 2011), R. Graeme Cameron rgraeme 

@ shaw.ca. Auroran Lights functions as a newszine covering 

Canadian national fannish institutions - which means the Aurora 

Awards, and the Canadian SF and Fantasy Association 

(http://canadiansf.com), and the Canadian Unity Fan Fund. Of 

course, this zine doesn't just cover last year's awards, and how to 

vote in 2012 for Canadian SF published in 2011; being a Graeme 

Cameron production, Auroran Lights features articles on fandom 

and its history, some of them reprinted from fanzines, as far back 

as the 1970s. This issue also features Graeme's announcement of 

the CANADIAN FANZINE FANAC AWARDS. (Yes, I got one.) 

 

BCSFAzine #463 & #464, December 2011 and January 2012 

(British Columbia Science Fiction Association, c/o editor Felicity 

Walker, felicity4711@gmail.com or #209 – 3851 Francis Road, 

Richmond, BC  V7C 1J6) is the monthly newsletter of the oldest 

SF club in Greater Vancouver. Like most club newsletters, there 

is a calendar of upcoming events, mostly conventions and 

upcoming movie releases; some news about SF, mostly media- 

rather than publishing-related; some letters from members. 

Unlike many other newsletters, BCSFAzine often features out-of-

the way news and upcoming events, such as “Day of the Ninja” 

(December 5), the release of The Chuck Davis History of 

Metropolitan Vancouver (remembering that the late Chuck Davis 

was one of the earliest BCSFA members), a fundraiser for the BC 

Renaissance Festival, or Ursula Hitler’s birthday. 

 Felicity relies as much on clipart as on illustrations 

contributed by others, but she receives contributions from a 

variety of well-known fanartists, e.g. covers by Brad Foster, and 

even fanarticles from names such as Taral Wayne. 

 

Chunga #18, December 2011 (Andy Porter, fanmailaph@aol.com; 

Randy Byers, fringefaan@yahoo.com; carl juarez, 

heurihermilab@gmail.com) is one of the most literate and 

sophisticated productions to show up in my mailbox. This issue 

mailto:felicity4711@gmail.com
mailto:fanmailaph@aol.com
mailto:fringefaan@yahoo.com
mailto:heurihermilab@gmail.com
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includes “John Coxon Does Seattle” (the 2011 TAFF winner’s 

report); remembrances of Joanna Russ; Andy Hooper’s fanzine 

reviews; Kip Williams’ witty version of the ending of “1984” 

starring Winnie the Pooh; and the letter column titled “The Iron 

Pig.” I only wish I had their layout skills and their fanartist 

contacts. Practically every footer has its own obscure and 

intriguing line comments, or pull quotes. 

 

It Goes On The Shelf #33, November 2011 (Ned Brooks, 

nedbrooks @ sprynet.com, 4817 Dean Lane, Lilburn, GA 30047-

4720, USA; also at http://home.sprynet.com/ 

~nedbrooks/home.htm) A wide and unique range of book 

reviews. I have never quite worked out how or why Ned Brooks 

undertook his one-man mission to consume and devour the 

world’s forests. (I was once accused of having designs on 

Canada’s plant cover; maybe I should be jealous …) 

 

A Meara for Observers #9, October 2011 (c/o Mike Meara, 

meara810@virginmedia.com), is part of Mike Meara's ongoing 

return to fandom, binding time with pictures from bygone 

conventions, letters from current fan correspondents, bits of 

everyday life, and later on in the zine, he's showing pictures 

from a fan who actually does gardening. 

 

Nice Distinctions #22 (Arthur D. Hlavaty, hlavaty@panix.com 

206 Valentine Street, Yonkers, NY 10704-1814, USA) reads rather 

like The Diaries of Samuel Marchbanks: lots of short little 

opinionated essays on modern follies, from an elderly and rather 

magisterial viewpoint. Sample: 

 What do you call a group responsible for 8 murders, 17 

attempted murders, 383 death threats, 153 incidents of assault 

or battery, and 3 kidnappings and since 1977 in the United 

States and Canada … 173 arsons, 91 attempted bombings or 

arsons, 619 bomb threats, 1630 incidents of trespassing, 1264 

incidents of vandalism, and 100 attacks with butyric acid 

(“stink bombs”)? 

 They call themselves pro-life. 

 

http://home.sprynet.com/
mailto:meara810@virginmedia.com
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Opuntia #71.3 – 248, February – April 2012 (Dale Speirs, Box 

6830, Calgary, AB  T2P 2E7) is the only fanzine coming out of 

Calgary, as far as I know. The latest news is that Dale Speirs has 

changed his numbering system – he used to have different 

digital suffixes for review zines, alternate history zines, and 

apazines – which accounts for the jump in numbers in only two 

months. He retains a layout unique in my experience, 8.5” x 5.5” 

pages, laid out in two columns, without illustrations. 

(Occasionally he reproduces photographs, from the Calgary 

Stampede or his fossicking trips.) 

 Being retired now from the Calgary Parks department, he 

can spend more time on his interests – which is good, for people 

who want a thinking fan’s zine, whether or not you agree with 

what he says. Here’s a quote from his FAPA contribution, #71.3: 

 
You make an interesting point that libertarian SF presumes 

unlimited cheap energy as an axiom, in which case any 

ideology can prosper. I always wondered why every 

libertarian I’ve ever met is a single male who usually works in 

a comic book shop or a warehouse loading dock and lives in a 

basement suite. … 

 

Another quote from his issue #248: 

 
The long-tail decline of zines continues. American zines have 

dropped by half since 1998. Canada has fluctuated but stayed 

about the same. If one particular Australian zinester is run 

over by a bus, that country’s zine production will go to single 

digits. Britain and other foreign countries are moribund, and 

kept going only by a couple of zinesters. The total decline has 

leveled off. Those who are going to abandon the Papernet 

have already done so. The brave few survivors keep going. 

 

Just for context, he presents a table of annual tallies of the 

number of zines in Australia, Canada, Britain and the USA, from 

1998 to 2011; in 2011 he counts 16 current zines in Australia, 33 

in Canada, 7 in Britain, and 127 in the USA. 
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Why You Got This Zine #6, 2011 (Kathleen Moore, 8311 No. 1 

Road [bsmt], Richmond, BC  V7C 1V1) is the latest version of an 

ongoing gag – merely a list of creative “why you got this” 

reasons, as listed on the back of any other zine, except these 

reasons come from another time-space regime. Examples: 

□ You crashed the Blue Screen of Death … 

□ There is an MLA’s office devaluing your property … 

□ You danced at minus 400 fondly Fahrenheit … 

□ The aerosol cheese factory was closed for renovations … 

□ You repaired our time machine while we waited … 

□ It is never quite midnight in the Garden of Forking Paths … 

 


