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Excellent logo, and your instructions to Dave Locke regarding how you get that effect guarantees that 
I will never, ever, even think of attempting it. I've never bothered trying to learn Photoshop, or Gimp 
which is I guess the open source equivalent. I once downloaded Gimp, but the apparent difficulties 
outweighed any obvious utility for me.  
 
You need outlets for your art other than Furry perverts and Fandom. There's only so much inspiration 
to be drawn from a skunk's genitalia, and Fandom doesn't always gauge quality very well. Just now I 
was writing the third chapter for the next Byzantine mystery. This is where I put my major creative 
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efforts these days – into books. I've never come within two miles of a Hugo nomination, or even being 
considered to be in the running to be nominated, never won a FAAn, never won an egoboo poll. But 
the mystery books get rave notices, starred reviews from the major, professional publishing trade 
papers.  The whole nine book series is about to be reissued from a major UK house. Pretty funny, 
since over the years I've been told that every single British fanwriter is better than I am. Go figure. 
 

������������
 

If you depend on fandom's opinion, you are shortchanging yourself. Maybe fandom just isn't your 
ideal audience. Obviously fandom is not my audience. That's the problem, finding your audience. 
You'll never convince the wrong audience of your merits, which are considerable. During the seventies 
and early eighties I got too hung up on Fandom. I was stunned how readily accepted my work was 
when I turned to mini-comics in the mid-eighties. I didn't stick around mini-comics long, because my 
life went through an upheaval and then too my drawing talents are limited. But it was great fun while 
it lasted. 
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After Mary and I were married we began to co-author and sell fiction, which satisfied my creative 
urges and my need for egoboo. A few years ago I discovered I could enjoy fandom as a relaxed hobby 
without being overly concerned with egoboo (or lack thereof). I don't know what your ideal audience 
would be. But you have superior skills. I am sure, like me, you could do something, for some 
audience, that would give you more love than fandom has done. 
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The unfinished painting has an interesting composition. Maybe you could add a little more color and 
leave parts uncolored and call it finished. It would symbolize the US moon program. Unfinished. I am 
not a huge fan of manned exploration of space, which I think has drawbacks, but when I think about 
the moon landings being so far behind us it makes me sad because it reminds me of the days when I 
thought the future would be better, but you see what we got instead. 
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Broken Toys 8 has arrived through the miracle of pixels over the weekend. Out of town not making 
any money at a Steampunk convention in Oklahoma City, but, at least had some fun. And various 
panels on trying to figure out what the heck “steampunk" is all boiled down to "goggles," so there's 
that bit of information gained. 
    
Sorry to hear of the downturn in your feeling even the urge to draw recently. I can identify though, as 
it seems the older I get, the more I spend time simply thinking about what I want to do, and have 
already half-finished it in my head, then I’m eager to get onto the next idea, and less inclined to taking 
the time to complete the first idea on actual paper. Not to mention, since I still love the ol' Rapido-
graph pen, if I don’t use them for a couple of days, I have to go through all the cleaning-out process to 
get them ready to work again. Still, when I do finally put pen to paper the old joys of drawing come 
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back, but it’s the struggle to get my fat ass in the seat and start that drawing that is the battle. As you 
note, there seem to be too many distractions. 
 

��������+�	�����	���
�����
������������
"
��
���� 
��������������
��������"
������
����������
��� ����
��
��
����
�����
��������*�����
	����
������
���� ��������������"
���
�������  
 

Regarding your fetish-art customers and the comment: "Never mind what they ask for?"  Details, you 
must reveal the details! Of course we want to know the depths of other people’s kinks: how else to 
measure the level of our own? Personally, I’ve been amazed over the years to find out how very 
vanilla of a fellow I am when it comes to sexual perversion. (You could take advantage of modern on-
line zine pubbing, and put up the section of the zine going over some of the more "interesting" 
requests in a white type face which would not show up on the screen until that area was selected. Hi-
tech!!!) 
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I’ve gotten variations of the "will this be worth anything" question in regards to my own art, too. It 
always floors me, and I want to argue with them: shouldn’t you just be buying this because it is 
something you enjoy looking at? But I did come up with an answer I like a few years back. I now tell 
those who ask a question about "value" that I will personally guarantee them, if the piece they have 
bought is not worth at least half of what they paid for it in twenty years, and they can manage to track 
me down, then I will, at that time, give them my most heartfelt apologies. And that is something they 
can take to the bank! 
 
(On the flip side of that comes the much rarer comment of "is that all?" in regards to my pricing, I let 
people know that if they feel guilty about paying too low a price, they should feel free to give me 
more. Funny, no one has ever done so … in fact, usually if someone comments about how low my 
prices are, it’s a sure sign they won’t be buying anything at all.) 
 
Loved your Duck page for the Worldcon Sunday Funnies. Wish I could have gotten to play there too, 
but by the time they got it together and sent me the info on deadlines and such, I was already hip-deep 
in other projects and had no time to work on it. Now, after seeing the results from everyone who did 
send something in, probably a good thing I didn’t try to rush something out, since any puny ideas I 
might have come up with would have fallen flat beside most of the great material it had. (It was nice 
the con put it up online for anyone to view. I’ve not been able to attend or afford even a supporting 
membership to a Worldcon in a decade or so now. Got excited when I found out the next one would be 
in San Antonio – not only close enough to get to without having to pay for airline rates, but my mother 
lives there, so there would be no big hotel bill, either! Then found they had moved the dates back to 
the Labor Day weekend, and we are already committed to an art festival then. Bummer, almost in my 
backyard this time, but can’t go again.  
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I'm curious as to why Rich Lynch (letters, BT8)  thinks that the new Hugo definition of a fanzine as a 
'nonprofessional periodical publication' should exclude blogs like SF Signal. I admit that I haven't 
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closely followed this debate and I haven't attended any of the business meetings where it's been 
discussed, so it's entirely possible that I'm missing some nuance here, but looking at what the words 
mean, I really can't see how a Hugo administrator could safely rule something like SF Signal ineligible 
if it gets enough nominations to make the ballot next year. 
 

Some terms are defined within the Hugo rules. If a substantial block of Worldcon attendees were to 
decide to nominate 'Taral Wayne' for best novel, I imagine a Hugo admin would have no difficulty in 
ruling you ineligible, as you are demonstrably not 'A science fiction or fantasy story of forty thousand 
(40,000) words or more.' 
 
There is I believe now (and again) a definition of 'nonprofessional,' or rather there's a definition of 
'professional,' and so nonprofessional is defined by exception. I'm not aware that SF Signal is 
professional by the new definition, although I might be wrong. So that leaves 'periodical publication' 
and I'm not aware that either term is defined within the rules. 
 
A 'publication' is pretty much something that is published, which would include presentation on a 
website as well as traditional print media, so what about 'periodical?’ Looking in my Shorter OED, I 
do see reference to an adjectival definition of 'published at regular intervals longer than a day but 
shorter than a year.'  SF Signal does make several posts a day, but equally there are several traditional 
fanzines -- and also Hugo shortlist regulars -- that only appear annually; and if it's a requirement that 
periodical publications appear at regular intervals, that would seem to exclude the majority of print 
fanzines. But there are other definitions of periodical which seem to allow for things that recur at 
regular or any interval so that seem to let print fanzines back in, as well as, well, SF Signal. 
 
But ultimately, given the Hugo administrators are usually non-interventionist, I can't see that there's 
anything about SF Signal which would allow an administrator to say it is categorically not a 
'nonprofessional periodical publication.' 
 
(And just to add that, for all that I may seem to have an interest in the question, I don't personally have 
a position on whether it should or shouldn't be eligible.) 
 

Because Rich probably understands the term “periodical”  to mean what I think it means – a recurring, 
separate appearance of discrete issues.  A blog is more like a roll of paper towels.  You unroll it and 
unroll it and unroll it … ad infinitum.  There are no separate issues of a Blog.   Without more than one 
iteration, how can a blog be “periodical?”  It can’t …  unless the Rules Committee have an 
idiosyncratic definition of “periodical.” 
�
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Many thanks for Broken Toys 8 ... produced by an Old Fan and Tired, just like me. I'll respond to this 
issue, and I think, after a quick scan, the most common word will be 'agree.' Let's see what all the 
agreement is about... 
  
It's good to be creative and in demand, but you've been creating art and writing for a long time. You're 
still in demand, but you're feeling under-appreciated. With the writing I do, I am feeling that way 
myself. I write locs on an awful lot of zines, and sometimes, they are forgotten in their in-boxes, and 
never mentioned, let alone printed. And then, there's a few people who are sick to death of my locs, 
and actually wish I wouldn’t write so many. The appearance of my locs is up the editor, not me, so I'd 
like to redirect their complaints. After 30 years in the locol, it is getting tougher to write about 
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something new, and I've had some constructive criticism about what not to write about any more, that 
I've done it to death. And, I've seen some pretty rude remarks, too, but not directly to me, so I usually 
ignore such lack of bravery. I've thought about reducing my writing, or even dropping locs altogether, 
and trying my own zine. Or not. 
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Some of the fetishes I've seen in some of the newer local fans...Lolita, dark Goth, even 
bodybuilder/muscle. Some of these folks are just strange, even without the fetishes. 
  
I understand what you mean about the Hugos. I feel the same way about the Auroras. I have been 
nominated for an Aurora 16 times now, and have won twice. That's a lot of feeling good enough to be 
nominated, but not good enough to win. My only consolation is that there are others who may have 
won more Auroras, but have lost many more than I have. 
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The locol...I am not sure why SF Signal won the Hugo for Best Fanzine this year, either. It really is a 
blog. However, the days of the big paper fanzine seem to be gone, and most active fans these days 
don't know these zines exist, knowing only about electronic communication. 
  
Why don't people write a loc to the zines they enjoy? Not sure, unless it is simply lack of time and 
impetus, and, as Ned said, coherency. Merle Insinga produced a lot of artwork for Noreascon 3 back in 
1989, if I recall correctly. Jim Hines is a professional fantasy writer, and based on his website, I have 
no idea how he got the Hugo for Best Fan Writer. 
  
Perhaps I see so many fans at conventions, especially the pro-run cons, like WizardWorld and Fan 
eXpo, as passive consumers because almost everything is provided at the event, and all you need do is 
sit there, and have it all happen around you. Yvonne and I have participated extensively for just about 
all our fannish lives, about 35 years each, and we've enjoyed conventions and other events and 
interests more when we're a part of things, or making things happen. 
  
Nope, I do not live in Mississauga, but in Etobicoke. 60�	��7  The First Thursdays provide the stage on 
which people can be social, or network, or whatever they want to do. Not everyone likes to go to 
them...we get perhaps 15 to 25 at First Thursday, and we have more than 140 people on the mailing 
list. Some have said they just want to know that fandom is there and busy, even if they don't care to 
participate themselves.�
  
Time to check out, think I got this one done now. Fandom has provided a lot of good friends and fun 
times over the decades, and we are finding newer interests, within and without fandom, to keep things 
fresh and interesting. I see too many cranky types in fanzine fandom, and they carp over the fact that 
fandom has changed. Well, duh, that's what happens, and they fail to do anything about it. We have, 
and we've benefited from it.  
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I did like the idea of fandom being invitational, by anyone already invited.  
 
However, I am not ready to go along with the idea of this being like Facebook. I used to be on 
Facebook, and it was a good way to find out about people I had not heard from in decades. However, 
Facebook exists essentially to sell your identity to advertisers, much the same way as Google makes 
all its money. I am not ready to trade convenience for being a commercial commodity. So if I were 
ever to return to Facebook, it would be under a totally fake identity. However, Facebook keeps 
insisting you use a real identity. Not going to happen. 
 
So, the wonders of modern drug therapy are to be superseded somewhat by a walker frame. At the 
retirement village, we have a certain number of people using them. Electric scooters are even more 
common. Good luck getting the frame that way. 
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We are in the Euromess zone, as Greg Benford put it, at the moment. Copenhagen to Amsterdam by 
train. The Rhine, Main and Danube Rivers and canal system by boat, to Budapest. We just got off the 
Prague to Berlin train, which is where I read your latest fanzine (and went back to check some of the 
outstanding unanswered mail). The pace of construction in Denmark, Czech Republic and Germany is 
considerable. The north of Europe looks fine to me. But I do think Greg is right to avoid [investing in] 
the crazy currency. 
 
Mind you, a bunch more educated professionals will be leaving Greece. I hope some decide Australia 
is a good place to live. 
 

Jean Weber must have read the article about the dangers of sitting. One day I took delivery of a large 
desk for her. It had an electric motor, and a lift mechanism, so you could raise it (and its contents) 
from sitting to standing height. Jean uses it standing a lot of the time. 
 
I guess I will send this when the Internet connection in this Mercury Hotel in the former East Berlin 
next co-operates. Luckily, we are in the rear of the hotel, facing the courtyard. The whole street out 
front seems to be under construction from the Berlin station and beyond. 
 
Best of luck with your ailments. 
�
�

 

$� �%��
���������
��&   Ned Brooks, nedbrooks@sprynet.com - who has just finished his 
266th zine for the 290th mailing of SFPA   

$���
���� ��� ����	
�'������
��&� � � �(���	�������� �
�
�
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