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CONVENTIONS, HMELTINGS, EXCUSES, Etc.

As most members Know, Vcon IV occurred February 21,22, and 23 at
the Sheraton-Landmark. As expected and desired, it was a learuning
experience. 600 persoas attended the three day affair which featured
Bob Silverberg as guest of honour. Jiell known artist, Vaughn Bodey
also made a brief appearance.

Finsncially, the coa was a success, even though the committee
spent approximately $6.00 per attendee. A post-con report will he
mailed to all attendees cutlining the finances and listing the tapes
of the con which will be avellable.

The qguestioanaire handed out proved oune thing: & con committee
can never please everyoue. There was a complaint aboutl almost every-
thing to match along side the praise. The costume ball was the re-
¢ipient of most of the criticism. 1%t was delayed because the person
in charge lost half an hour trying to calm the LSD-excited con meuber
and then the hotel PA system was found to bYe inadequate and & jury-
rig system was patched together. Because of the bad vibes, the
Synergy Lady Dancers were apked not te performs

O a scale of one to five, tne overall enjoyment was 3.7 (median
4, mode 5) aund the comparisan of Veon IIT to Veon IV averaged 3.1
in Voon IV'sa favour.

The committee knew inm advance what Bob Silverberg vwas going to
say and it prescuted a scheduling problem. \hen a ma jor genre author
quite writing at a convention at which he is being honoured, it is
more than ironic. Do you clap when he says he 1is unappreciated?
tie scheduled him for Sunday and he handled himself well: we knew he
would.

The next meeting of the BCSFA will be held at 8:00 PH on Saturday,
Uasrch 22ad at Chuck and Edna Davis' house (1704 E. 14th Ave., Vancouver).
As usual the meeting will oy BYOB (and mixer) and BYOF(ood). A tape
of the old radio version of Heinlein's "The Roads Mual Roll" will be
played. (Your harried Newsletter editor will likely not be there
(missing his first meeting ever): he will bs languishing in a bar in
Montreal and praying that no firebugs are around.)

If you have any property which belongs to the club, phone Al Betz
(733-7607) and inform him.

Reminder #1: Elections for the club axecutive will be held oa
Kay 24, 1975. All positions (President, Vice-Preaidenty Treasuxrery
Information Officer, and Secretary) will be filled.

Reminder #2: Re the special referendum on the name change: the
anly way we can change the club's name is by & 2/3's affirmative vote ==
2/3's of all votiugs members, that 1is. So, if you dida't return the
envelope enclosed in the last newsletter, you have cast a negative vote.
The Association added approximately 40 new members during the convention,
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so vote-gathering will be even more diffdicult in the futures If you -
41 kave thai ervelope, fill ocut *he bzllot and mail it in.

Reminder 43 Lembershis renewals are now being cccepted by the
- 2 ——
Trezasurer, Al Zetz. (#ike DBailey)

P

tive commttiee of the BCSPA is made up of five posi itiones

Tresident Iran Skene
Viee-President Gary walker
Treasurer Al Beim
faformation Cffdicer diitke Balley
Seceretary Rick ¥Wikkelson
4 member 4s aot eligible it vote until 3 monihs afier Joining
the hasocintich. (dote tagt eleciiecns are scheduled 3 monthas and a
duy silzer Veon 1V erded. ) n,uembcr-may net run for ofifice until ue
aag beer in zood Qtandlnb 1nr at least one vear.- T e
If yeu ongoyed Veon IV, cons:der testercoa 28, (Yup, that's the
»8th annual)Y. The BCSFA is bidding to hold Lestercon X4£X in Vaneouver

in July, 1977. The wvoting for the 1977 site will occur this July
2t VWesvercen 28 in Oakland, California and the murc people vie can musver,
the bntter. (viestercon 28; 2.0. Box 24560, Los ingeles Ca. 90024 --
Jaly 3-5 inclusive 1979 -= $5.00 unvil Bay 1 —- Banquet $10400) «
ConTirmed panﬁlnstq 1ncluoe Poul sAnderson, reter S. Beagle, Avram
Davidson; David Gerrold,; dJerry Pournelle; and Jack VWilliamson.

(itike Bailey)
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EXECYTIVE EB3TILG MIJUTES

All members of the Executive present except Gary inlker, also
guests (exercising the right of ax; nember to attend such mectingy) Bd
and Horma Beauregard, Viekiec Bushell and David George.

Frosident Sxene called the meeting tTo order at Ts50 P,

The miputes were read and zpproved with the following corrgecion:
the Veon 1V committee, not the BCSTA, was responsible feor the policing
of the Con Suitc.

Mhe-demeh maoting will be aeld March 22 at the Davic' neuss.

Pegarding Lhe BExtrazordincry RPSOlhtinn so far 25 ballets Have
veen reccived, tliose plus cthers mailed and turned in 2% the Marca
mceting wili be counted. A two=tiirds wajority afilirsatrive vote ls
needed to gass the resoluticn. Anw unrcilurned ballot iz Ik efifect a
ne voies

&l Babtz moved that we have a canterea dinney for ous iiny General
Lheeting, secoudea by Mike Balley and passed. Vicki Busliell volunteered
to check for ar available hall.

fCtn<“rcd) i5 Yo be invited as vostercon XXX Ouest of forour.

Al Beis sugoested toet movies be shown at Club mweetiags two oT
threc times a yéar, but witlh iiitle &iwe left for Lhis exccutive to
serve, 1t is suggested that the acxi executive cous:der it for some
Lature e ub ncct.Ln15

llike Boiley moved that the BCEFA purcuase a Gduplicnsing machiae
vhich will be gvailable to all wmembers wio supply their own malterizls,
ta be kent at¥ the home of the inforpaticn officer. Secended by Al Bety
end passed. ©Bd Beauregard and Uike Ballcy will check on prices eand
servicing ond report at Yhe April general meetings
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It was suggested by Al Bet:z that a list of club properties be
assembled.
The next Executive meeting will be larch 31 at MNike Bailey's.
Tie meeting was adjourned at 11:00 Pl
(Riek HMikkelson)
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PIRST THOUGUTS OM DHALGREN by John Park
Dhalgren a novel by Samuel R, Delany Bantam $1.95 879 pages.

I don't usually expect af to scare or disorient me: Lovecraft
bores, Poe leavecs me coldj; Philip K. Dick, a more relevant example,
is an exasperation because his worlds are so insubstantial to start
vwith, that I feel no sense of dislocation when he begins %o subversy
reality in them. But Samuel Delany's huge novel came close to giving
me nightmares.

It exudes the almost supernatural fear caused by insanity in the
world around us or in someone we know. In Dhalgren, the insanity is
present in both forms, and is made more alarming by being set in one
of the most solidly realised worlds sver created by & science fiction
writer. Delany soems to have gone to some pains to aciaieve this
soliditys the most prominent feature of his style is its meticulous
transcription of reslity =-- particularly in details of human behaviour
and reflection.

"The sky =--—

"llg heard footsteps, lowered his eyess; the blond girl
was hurrying down the street. Frowning, he looked up again.
—-— stireamed with black and silver, The smoke, so low and
limitless before, had raddled into billows, torm and flung

by someé high wind that did not reach down to the street."

This uge of interjection is the only major siylistic iannovation,
end after a few chapters to get usged to the density of the writing I
found Dhalgren readable cnoughj even the intimidatingly fragmer ted
final seotion dovelops morc than enough tension to sull youn straight
through 1t, ’ .

Thue novel is set in the city of Bellouma, abaadoned; dburning,
occupied by a miscellany of drop-outs. The protagonist, Kid, has
forgotten his real neme, and, although more intelligent and sensitive
than most of those around him, he sometimes fears for his sanity.

The c¢ity reinforces his fears. He finds a notebvok half-Tilled with
poems and sketches by its previous owner aznd uses its ompty pages o
write his own first poetry on. He becomes leader of a group of 'scor=
pions!, young scavengers whose orly common trait 1is the use of laser-
hologram carnival costumes depicting fantastic beasts.

Kid's life among the scorpiouns makes for some scenes of Ballard-—
like deadpan surrealism,; and some of the mos?t explicit and uninhibited
sexual Bcenes ever presented in sf, in this instance centered on Kid's
Lisexual relationship with Lanya and Deuny, ex—scorpion and scorpion
respectively.

Over all this hangs the miasma of the city. It burns without
seeming to be consumed; clouds constantly hide the skyj buildings seem
to move {rom their remembered locations. Terrifying portents appear
tarough the clouds, are accepted, ignored. Fvents, thoughta; conver-
sations repeat themselves identically, indifferent contexts. Kid finds
hiiself haunted by @ nightmare(?) he had before entering the city; it
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rind 4than mine to pluck out the heart of Dhalgren's mystery. Lystery
‘x ity strongest quality, the reising of uestions whiclh are the more
<isturbing because they scem almost answerable, almost to create a knaw=
ledye whicn is totally alien.

T doa't know whether Dualgren will make new friends fur sf or for
Samuel Deleny; I suspect it will not comvert any of his eneries, but
it leaves me in a state souewhere between impatience and apprchensioa,
wondering what he can possibly write next.

(John Park)
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QUTSIDE UEVUS
VERTEX is cliznging format and price -- to a ROLLLIG STONE 48 page
tabloid priced at 75¢

E. Mayne Van Vogt died January 20, 1975 of cancer. She wrote ST
under bher maiden aname, E. kayne Hull.

Mike Baileoy operates a book-buying service through which any in-
print SP pocketbook or hardcover may be obtained for 20%- of £ the
Amorican price. Contact Mike at 731-8451.
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SCIENCE FICTION O TELEVISiOW, Pt. 1 by A.R. Betz

There is, as yet, far less reference material on early tels-
vision programs thas for rudio, because there arc f'ew callectors of
tv programs. The main reason for this state of affairs i1s the very
high cost of collecting anything on film. A six=hour tape of radia
shows can bYe purchaszed for us little as ten dolliars, but am original
$v print on 16mm sound film, when available, goes for $15 to $25, or
more; for ome half-hour program, Duplicates of original films cost
even more, say $39 per half-hour, because of the cost of lab work.
Some early tv shows, 1f they still exist at all, would be in the form
of kinegcope recordings. These films are showable on stendard 16mm
sound projectors, but the guality usually leaves something to be de-
sired--they are ofter rather murky Jooking and short on detail.
Original tv prints now seoem %to bec becoming avaiiable, though 1 am
rot aware of any SF programs for sale yet. 1 have obtained two "Trouble
Vih Father" shows from 1994 and one "Burns fnd Allen" show from 1958.
Approximately ome hundred "Ozzie And Harriet" shows from the middle
50's are now avalilable, so perheps there is hope yet that “talea OF
Tomarrow" or “Lights Out" may again be seen.

The following list; certainly incomplete, shows all the "Tales
0f Tomorrow" programs for whniech I could find any information. Programs
arc listed c¢hronologically by broadcast dale, with title and the name
of at least one actor in the shew, not neccssarily the "star'.

TALES OF TOLURROW

31 Aug 51 "The Last lan On Darth" Cloris Leachmaxn, John McQuade

28 Sep 51 "The Dark Angel" Siduney Blackmer

12 Oct 51 "The Crystal Egg" Thomas litchell

96 Oct 51 "Test Flight" Lee J. Cobb

23 Nov S1 "Ercmy Unknown" Walter Abel, Edith Fellows, Lon NcCallister
{ Dec 51 "Sncak Attack" Zachary Scott

24 Dee 51 "The Invaders" Wwilliam Eythe, Bva Gabor
4 Jan 52 "Dune Roller" Bruce Cabdot, Virgisia Gilmore

48 Jan 52 “"Frupkesstein" Jokn Newland, Lon Chaney, JT.
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25 Jan 52 "The Cizzet, Pt. 1 Bethel Leslie, Thomas Hitchell
1 Teb 52 "The Chase", Pt. 2 DBethel Lislie, Thonas liitchell
17 Peb 52 “Age Of Peril"™ Phyllis Kirk
22 Feb 52 "hemento!" Foris Karloeff
29 Fod 52 “"The Chilarcn's Raom' Clare Luce
7 liar 52 "Bound Tsgether" Hiaz Foch
14 Mar $2 ua title given, Frarchot Tore
21 Lar §2 "Fountair 0f Yeuth" rom Drake
28 Nar %2 "FLight Overdue" Vercuica Laxge
4 Apr 52 "and A Litule Child" Frank leduga
21 Aopr 52 "Sleep Yo lore" Jeffrey Lyan
18 Agr 52 "Tame Do Go¥ Bylvia Sydney
26 Apr 52 "Plague From Space" Geae Raymund
9 liay 52 "The Golden Tngoet'" Gene Locklart
16 Yay 52 "Blac) Flanet" Leslie liieizon
23} Uay S4 “orld Of war" Vieclor Jory
EQ—MayASE “Littde Black Zag!. Joan Blondell
6 Jun %2 "FExile" Cucster MNorris = & % a7 -
13 Jun %2 "All The Time In The Vorld" Lather Ralston
20 Jun §2 "@¢ne Kivaculous Serum™ Lola Albright
27 Jur 52 "Appointment Te bLars" Leslie HNielsor
4 Jul 32 "Tae Duplicates"” Darrer HeGavin
15 Aug 52 "A Caild Is Cryieg" Bert Lytell
4 Sep 2 "The Seeing-Eye Surgeon" Bruce Cabot
12 Sey 52 “"The Cecoorn" Jackie Cooper, Wdivh Tellows
19 Sep 52 "Tha Chase" Walter Able
26 Sew 54 YTauta O0a Tap" Robert Alda
3 Oetl 52 "Subsiance ‘X' Vicki Cammings
10 Qct 52 “The Horn'" Pranchot Tone
34 QOct %2 "Many Happy Returns' Gene Raynong
13 Qct 52 “The Townb Cf King Tarus" uzlter sLbel
28 lNov 52 "Invigorating Air™ Joseph Buloff
5 Dec §2 "The Glacier Giaat" Edithn ”eLLuws
23 Jan %3 "Tre Picture Of Dorian Gruay" Jahn Newland
31 Jaan 53 "Pwo-Faced" Richard Kiley
6 Fen 53 "The Build-Box" Glenda Farrell
13 Feb 53 "Anothcr Chance' Leslie liielaon
20 Feb 53 "The Greas Gilence" Burgess Leredith
3 .Xar §3 "Past Tense" Roris Karlaflfl
6 Har %31 "he End Of Tae Cocoon" Harcy Caleman ot T d
13 Ker 53 "The Saueese Pray" John Lo uade
20 Mar 53 “"Read To ke, Herr Joxtor" lercedes lzcCambridge, Wvereti
10 Apr %3 "Hamecoming" Editk Fel:iows
17 Avr 93 "The Rayvals” Latry Sinclhir
1 Way 53 "The Lwvil Yithin" Hargaret Paillip
8 Kay 53 "Phe Vault" Caneron Iru"*am'e
15 Lay %3 "Ing" liildred HNalgie lc
29 lzy 33 "DThe Spider Leh" Nuncy Calemzn
29 May 53 “Lazarug valks" William fyrinee
56 Sen 995 "The Horn" Fraachoti M'one
I can remamber only twe oi these prugrame, althougir I probedl
watehed mosit ol 1lhem. In "The Cocuon", a pod, rather larger than
coconut, ia found by a scieatist at a tropical jungle research win
Vishin 2 few deye the pod opels, tut nothing lo seen ingides Soon
i

theresfter, the horribly mutilated bodies of sone i zhe scilentist

Slecan
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are discovered. It is determined thot whatever kind of c¢rezture is
doing the killing, it must be invisible. Through some kind of trickery
T don't recall, the creature is ca,tured and tied up with ropes, which
are seeun to mave meracingly as the invisible beast within them strugszles
to get free. A piarter cast is made of tae creaturec; so that the sclen—
tists can visualize their enemy., The cast reveals an extremely fierce
and ugly little beast with very long, gsrehistoric—-looking sabre teeth.
Pinslly 3t dias. We're safe at last, say the remsining scientists.
Tie camera turas Lrom the celebrating group of people and obsetrves the
scene outside the window. Througk lhe ncavy rain we pan into the tro-
nical junile, focussing conslanily on tite jungle floor. Hundreds of
identical pods are seen opening.

The progran frightened so maay peopley in addition to me, that a
sequel was wrilten, "The End 0f Tine Cocoon", in which the Ybeasts were
finally done away with. They shouldn't have Dbothered.

to Le contiuucd
A Ra etz



